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Extracts from the autobiograp y of
“ Charles Cutler Torrey. . J

We rested at Fairfield until my horses) heels

X . .
were healed. A<~ was much better af e;/é'little rest
A / ‘e

an¢ 4ook charge of the school s thqra was no teacher,
4‘( ’ [ 4
SHe stayed there all winter. ~

*e

After a few days, I startéd out on horsebzck to
ide the iwo'hundred miles to the bhoctaw Mission, |
pending the first night at ILeet's'Creek, I reached the
Arkansas River early in the aften;oon of the next day,

but had bo wait with seversl othgrs until nestly sun-

i
§

down for a scow to be bailed ou7 to take us across. It

was too late for me to go farthér that night and I had
N { - ~
& verys pleasant visit with Dr./Butler, my preaecess r

{
at Fairfield who had a small church in Van Buren. @rom

thers, according #o his advivy, I—wqy% to Lenox, Dr.,

~%g
Hobbegq'station, instead of keeping directly on to the
mofe gouthern stations. I regached there the day: before
Chfistmas. It was warm and sunny -- so warm that I sat

ﬁithout a coat at an open window. Bul the next morning
¥ ’ .

it was fearfully cold, so that all the water in the house
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was frozen. It was one of the, "Northers," as.they are

el > ~

called, a cold blast sweeping down from the Rocky Moun-

tains. #e had them in the Cherokee Country, but they

o~

ére worse farther south. Sheep are often killed by

3 .
/ ’ /

“such suddeﬁ and violent 6old. I preaciied the next day

in the log church, a large building which was impossible

~ ~ ~

~ %o heat, ‘We had to make the service as short as posgi—

ble for the few people who ventured out. Learning from
o : A e
Dr. Hobbes the condition of things in the Mission with”

‘referénce tq_:&:gslavery‘questiOn,'I thought that I ought

.

~  to hear from the secretaries of the Board in Boston be-
{

~

fo;e deciging anything, .s0 turﬁed back toward the Cher-
2 okeé Country.'
n On my way to Fairfield, I reéchgd Leet8 Creek about
dinner time. My horse wés tired, so Brdther Ranney offer-

ed me his. I was late in starting, but he said that the

~

horse was familiar with the. road and would be sure to take

“

| me to Pglmer's Mill, only helf a mile from the Nission,

Fad

| Mr. Copelend was at Le®'s Creek, journeying toward Fair-

‘field with a double wugon and a Choctaw boy who was not
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well, and though I mightyhave trévellad with them,

e ea

I chose to go on. I loaned them my thick blanket
o~ ) . & ’
and took Mr. Copeland's thin gne, as they wexe to
. camp out, and.T expected to be in Fairfield before
ﬁ

dark. However, I lost my way soon after I had start-

ﬂgd; éﬁd in turning back, met Mr. Copeland's wagon., I

4 .

remembered that I had no matches, and begged some
from them, but they haﬁ only a few and géve me less
than half a dozen. It was phe last day gf 1855, and
I had Peqn 80 éelayed that the light was §oon.gone.
The night in that region falls at sunset like the put~
ting out of a candle, and I found myself suddenly‘iﬁ ’
the dark, Soon after I fouﬂd that my horse was out of ¢
the road, I dismounted-and*tried to find ‘'it, but.only
wandered deeper into the woods, Feeling a$out, I fou;d;/
* & fallen tree, -and tying my horse, I scraped together
" some dry stuff and lighted a fire. I took off my sad- .
dle and with that and the blanket fixe@ a sleeping
place‘wher; the t?ee trunk sheltered me from the wind,

and after gathering fuel for the fire, I lay down for

[
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the night. In-the morning I aﬁoke before 11 ht.
"\ v

There was a pale old moon rising behind fhe trees.

I saddled and mounted my horae, who whinniaﬁﬁas soon f

/

as I rose, and I supposed that being cold %nd hungry,‘ \ g
~ P ‘

he would atart back toward Lee's Creek and 80 bring -

»

me to, the road. Withbut touching the reims, I told

him to go on, but he refused to start offf in any defi~
nite direction, and I saw that he was as|thoroughly !
lost as i\qas myself. T then:started rifing ‘towards i
the moon, keeping it directly ig front of me, and wat%

ing for a trail. I soon oame to a blpzed path which

lay across my coufse, and wiéhing to & ﬁorth, I ture-

ned to. the left, followed the blazed trees, and ceme

} *
to the edgg of a bluff. lore I saw /cabin in the

valley below, }hg;negro meén who liyed the;e gave me
fedd for my horse and directed me to airfield, only
about four miles away. I,régéhed there about nine '’
p'cloék and knocked at the door of the scﬁool; A small

boy ceme to the door. I told him to] tell the. teacher
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1] waa there. One of the sch»lara said,

I‘ ~
T

oﬂly one step to the door.%

: 1
I

i -We. remained at Fairfield duriyg the winti;
’ /

- dqing missfona‘work and A--- tGaching the ﬁ:hcml

awaiting further orders. He Had a very uncamfort-

L /,
. able winteT,.boarding m?’ . and Mrs! OI)r, lay

missionaries, who gave very poorﬁfood’at uncertain

hours, and very poor Xodgings in ﬁhe upper half story

./ / , .
of the log house. /[ did not take possession as it //

was yet uncertain/ whether I should stay. /

Barly in March, 1856,. I received orders fromlﬁg.

_ y
Treat in Bo;fgn to attepd the meetingpof‘the Pr b&- "
. tery and Mission at°Bennin§t6n'Station among phe Choc-
taws, a ﬁourney of three hundred miles and'back. 1
found by this visit that the missionaries were about

to leave the American Board and put themselves under |
thelprotectioﬁ of tge Presbyterian Board. The Mission-
aries believed that if they continued to depend on the

.

smerican Board for their support, they would be, eﬁected_
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fbom\the nation by thé U. S. Agent at the request of
the chootaifcouncil. I saw tha#nif I remained with
them I must ledve the service of the American Board. p
Thigadépided the question for me, and résulted iﬁ my
remgining with the Cherokees. You will see as my
hstory pr;ceids that i had to mggt«the same prejudices
in the Cherokee country.

‘ Befope re}urning to Fairfield, i went to Wheelock
Station to get our househol&\g?odq_wpich had been ship-
ped by boat. The boat conveying them up the Hed River
had been snagged and the g&ods badly injured. A whole

- box of books including my Greék and Labin and Hebrew

lexicons had Leen soaked to death.

—

N\

ﬁer brother madg/gpn her régfed oniené as tﬁe box lay -
in Eheiwafer/égd you may imagihe the condition o ité“

/ cqntentsi soaked and mildeqed. My létter written at -
the time says I was oblig;d tq gplit off the back of

the bureau and %o drive'the drawers out with a hammer,

Sheets, pillow cases, gowns, quilts, handkerchiefs were
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soon piled around me in mournful array, mildewed,

mouldy, spo%ﬁeq and spoiled.” A clock was found with
its cdse soaked to pieces and  the worki spoileg.h For

/foua Jayg I.worked‘incessantly from dawn until dérk

to resgcue what I. could, and though my friends protest-

ed thiat I-ought to stop and Rest, I felt impelled to

press pn towards home. I thought that the change from

B

o

working to riding would be a rest, and so it proved;
and I go on to say that leaving as I éid, I escaﬁed ai
long d;lay by passing certain streams just ahead of a
flooé whf&h made them impassiSie a%@ost-}mmedﬁgtely
aftér I had‘crésaed. At the same time., by stopping

*

over Sunday, there was time for other floods ahead of

me to run down. I could copy‘from these letters some

. interesting desoriptions=of'prospects and thiﬁgsqwhi§h
I saw on the way, but I fear that before I have finish-
ed my tale you will think that it is like the Irish-
man ‘s rope of@whiph, after hauling in many fathoms, he

declared that, somebody .had cut off the other end of 1t,

-

I reached Dwight Station after a soméwhét weari-
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_we settled down at Fairfield for our permenent work.

&

- -8 -

o~ L
ra
~

some journey,. There I found A <~ whom I had left under,
%the care of Mr. and Mrs. Wi;ley during my absence of
almost six weeks. T was obliged to start -off sgain at

L

once to a Missidn meeting at Lee's Creek, after which

,

The condition was very discouraging. My predecessor

4
Is

hed alienated the people in various ways and they were

unwilling to come to church or/po the Mission bremises.
The feeling whieh prevailed was curiously expréssed in

%ge name whxéh they gave to little Mary when she ca?g;~
"Te—is—tes—gi" which means, "™Now I'll try.; /

; We had g_comfortable log house énd out~-buildings
w;th about twelve actes of land "end all the wood we ¢
chose to cﬁt yithin easy r;ach. The'land wasjsown go '
corn and oats for our horses and cows, . T ﬁad thrgé

horses, a herd of cows-and young cattle that supported

themselves for the most part summer and winter from the

range., I alﬁso had many hogs who went through tb?"e year'_'

I
with the help of a little corn, except si whic? we took

-

!

209
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up and fattened pvery fall, giving us twelve hams

and shoulders ard many pounds of bacon. The hams
o

and shoulde;sfw re pickled and the bacon was ‘piled
up in slabs with layers 5f salt, and wheqléuffiqient‘

_ ly cured wasfhung up in the smoke'house and smoked ’
with hickory éhips and coran cobs; It made vegy palat-
gble meat, and kept -surprisingly well all summer. We
;éeded it al;; as we had to "&ﬁe hospitality without

grﬁéging" and I used to sell or exéhange some of the é§

bacon for Nénison which was vely common. I milk;d nine

-mébws, but had to keep the calves sicking all summer . to

sntice thé‘EOWS hom§ from the range. The milk obtained f

would be considered a meager supply-from two cows, at’

¥ Ar-,with my help, made butter and cheese enough

*

——

for our own use. ﬂatermelons grew there like pumpkins.

rd

I raised a quantity the first'summer, and after church

e
e

/

'and Sunday~school 1nvited the people to the house- and ' /
feasted them upon melons and pies, and. in that way they :

- Ve

' were gra dually’won ‘back to a promer interest in the

— N

.
! . * ,
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church and school, Indeed much of the time, both

4

Sgndays and other days, we had to keep openfhouse,.
and sometimes in %h@s way entertained strangers who
proved to be angels. “We had a melodion and the'peo~
~~~~~~ ple were fond ofﬁsinging their Cherckee hymns, whilq
A-- played for them; Tﬁey often came to the house
for this purpose. e had twé liétle Cherokes girl;,

-

Polly and Lizzie Glass, who lived with us yntil we

)

moved to Park dill, _ , "
, on August 20, 1856, Mary was born. der mother T
was very sick, and the baby very feeble, and I had -

great reason to fear that both would dies Dr. Butler
o ¢ -
of Van Buren had -promised to come to us in case of

n;ed, but he ﬁaé éick at~the time und seﬁt ano@hér
Van Burei dbctor. ne arrived after the child was
born, -stayed about an hour, got his breakfast, fed
his hofse, and charged me forty dollars'withoﬁt'doing
a cent's worth of $00d to either mother or child. 1

~

then did what L should have done at Tirst--sent for
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Dr. Hitchcock, our Missionary physician at Park iill,

>

who though both were in a eritical condition, preserv-

e e

R

ed their lives by his skill and faithfulness.-. For
. long time A-~- was very weék, and iary was a grefé
sufferér. I walked the floor with ner night after
night so that her mother could sleep. One of my let-
ters written that year says that I had no unbroken )

night for six months. After about a year Mary rallied

and became & healthy child, and A-- grew better.

»
[

e were ;bliged to hi?e slaves from their owners,
if we wishéd ;xtra ;elp, gnd a}wéys gave them some

money fo? themselves iﬁ éddition to yhat we paid their
masters. In July, 1856, wé had in our e;ploy'a slave
remed David, a member of our church, and a good man,

and a zood servant. He found that he was to be taken i
rfom us and hired out at another place to which ﬁe dread- °
ed to 20, So he determined. to- run eway. -He asked for

my horse to go to Park Hill, and without any suspicion

of his real purpose I let him take the horse, He went




him with money

!

to Park Hill, but instead of| returning, struck out
for Kensas-~- a foolish thing, for he was sure to

be called to account by /the {first white manf or, In- -
, . ‘ - . .

/

'dian he should meet. fie was arrested and

-

back and Mr. Worcester and|I weré charged)with

' instigating him to/run awayr an& with £

/

. _ i
4 a horse for the purposg. ~(Ng/ -

horse, incidentally, was nearly ruined and di not

,long afterwards.,) The affalr stirred upa general |

excitement ghrdhghput the country. It was /taken up4

_in the legislature, and certain parties k ied to get

s

;1 ‘;-—-—--' R .
an act to request my removal. affidavit
,’ !

i
as to the real facts in the |case, showing that I

knew -nothing whatever of bavid‘s purpoge, They -,

. tried to pass an-act requiripg all misgionaries %o

appear before the U. S. Agent and giv7 an account of
i . .
themselves, but this also faﬁled. I @ad an opportun~

ity to do this later, of whi
. _ i

| .
course of my story. !
. . - ;

b ,
I will) tell you in, the .
, N .
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" "1 worked hard once and go# a good farm, and it was,
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|

Our farming operations occuyﬁed a good deal of

time. We used to keep the calVes near the house and

. let the cows run at large in thejrange through the
: ) » |

night and we would shut them up until morning. We
tied a calf to a steke and let hils mother come to him

and after he had got her to giving down her milk we

"drew tﬁe,gest into the pails, I migged up a cheese - -

press so that A-- could make small cheeses. We raised

1

Irish end sweet potatoes and had an abundance of fruit.

- i

Blackberries grew wild very large and sweet and not

seedy asﬂthey oftén are here, They were as .good as.the
. .

*

best varieties of cultivated berr es. y

Ail this farming was a hindrgnce %o our mission-
ary work, but it Qés_important, fopr it stim;lated_the -
people who haé beeﬁ greatly di§couraged by thgir.forced
removal from the East. ‘Oée\man, when urged ﬁy a mis~

sionary 4o be more thrirty and industrious, replied,
{ .

£

h
-
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taken away from me, and I am Not going to try again,®

The people werp naturally indolent and despised labor
‘nS is common'ip slave communities.: A white man,Aa o
Methodist exhort;er, found me at work in the field one ©

d;y; and exclafimed, "What! do you work?" "Of course

I do when I chpose to," I replied. "HWell," said he,

"&ou‘have 8 pe%ition and it will do for you, but it

would never do{for me.® This I found to be true in

p‘l

thgfcase of a young Frenchman whom I hired to work
A ’ ] '. [N - .
for me, H& was| intelligent, had a good education, and
a ) Lo - S

k
was7§ery capablé man, who had been somehow stranded in

4

that distant laid. He worked for me %eryxsatisfactorily .

Por several weels and was. paid -good wages. But -he gave
it up because e§ n the Negroes d spisad him for having .' /
'/ to work. £11 this was greatly cqanged by the war, both
in the Indian Te ritory and throughout the South.
A==~ took greht pains with the children and with

the women. Her women's prayer meeting created much

N

interest, One woman walked three %ileé to attend it,

4
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‘and was very constant; another who had a lifglong lame-

A

,

' . ness walked a long way on crutches,

Once a month I went about twenty miles to Pea Vine,

where was a schiol taught by Viss Esther Smith-of Royal-

, / t
ton, Vermont. She knew Uncle Joseph in his ministrilf

a

there and regarded him very highly. She was a very de-
voted Christian woman and had the confidence of the -

dhérokees to an unusual degree. I weg} to_the neighb

?

3 hood of her school house and, preached on Saturday ev

:ing, and on Sunday gorenpoﬁ I rode towards hoﬁe wiﬁ
interpre%er about twelve miles to the house of Jo

) . - .

Agnew,Aa whité man. Ihere I preached to his'glave
a numbér of-gthe?s fq%m the neighborhood. Thib wgs| to ig./
mé one ol the most s%tisfacthy of my megﬁi?g§% ey ‘,/ /
éil ﬁnderstood Engli%h and 1 could éreagh irect y, and
they listened eagerﬁy and seemed tf drink in th A
Mény of tﬁém bélopged to Ehe Fairf&eld Chyrch, [and used
to come eight miles to meeting as they hdd opgor gpi%y

The Eéiritual results of my work at Fa;- ield seé&

very meager. There were few convergiong. I/made some ' .
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improvements on the place,jbut these wers all swept
- -~ . // i

‘away by the @ar. Ihe two'armies, Confed¢rate and

9
_Union, swept back -and fo{th ‘over our misgionery )
lat our

fields, and from all T gén learn, I thinK %

,\

I

/ ( ' ' ‘ L
work there is largely effaced, ’ cé ‘ Pe TEY

58 among
. . )
.the Cherokees, sspecially at Christmas /time. One

There was much rioting and drunkenne

I3
7
I

year we heard of seven murders in the/course of gﬁx;

weeks. The miseionarfes of the Board, ho ever;“we¥e _
/ ’ *
safe. Our position wﬁs regarded by post ofethe peo- » 2

s:
\

ple é§~5PTicial\or sémi—official. X intefpreté?

[ e |

\ N
said to me, "If a ChFrokee was peady to k ome-~
bddy and saw you andgme stanging togather, he would ‘
khot touch you, he would kiil mé:"
One niﬁht we were awakened about lidnight by a

nhorse whlcﬂ had leaped the vard fence ghd went gallop-
ing round 'and round the hbusey his riden shouyting the -

. war whooP I was going out‘to~see vho i% wasy, but A~-
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was Saturday night, and that morning George Senders,

4 half-brped boy whose family lived below me on the

v

. Greek, hdd cpme bo borrow my horse, Charley to g0 to
Denenburg's store.ten miles away. ' As George was a
good--an well-behaved young man, I told him he.could

have the horse if he would get him shod at the black-
¢ . /' - " . .
8mith's shop near the store, and gave, him the money

to pay for the Bhoeing. fhe‘shoeing of the horse as

.he was, was very peculiar -~ two very ‘old thin shoes ‘

~

on his hind .feet, the off fore-foot with half-a shoe,
b' -
and the other barq tthen I went out in the mornlng

- W“*-ta—examlne the<tragks around the house, they showed ;/”//
“\\_ , h

T —— .
—

fexactly such shoeing as +his. I could hardly believe

’ |
my eyes, for ueorge‘was a very reliable boy. I went

’ b

- immediately to his house only a few rods away and found

, he was not yp. His mother called him, and I asked what
\

time he came home.  He said very late., "b{d you stop
\ '

at the House2®™ *No, \it was late and I put t}ie_ horse

_ up here." "But," sai% I, "someone rode around the house
R |
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‘ last,night and the tracks are just as Charley was

shod yesterday morning.® "But I got him shod,"

‘fséid“George, That settled it. He ie@ out the

horse with four new shoes. "I am very glad," I
said, "for I could not believe it was you,"but come
-up and look at the éracks." 'Now Indians know/tracks
as our children know their letters. A-- with quly

behind her on horseback would say, "Polly, has Mr.

*

forf%y got home?ﬁ 'Pélly would gaze at the road for
a minute as the horse went on and then say, "Yes,

there ere old John's tracks." Old John was another

horse I used to ride.

While Geor;e and I were tal ing about the tracks

" John Chambers, another hd1f}brer came riding along

~ —

and I saw at once that he had beeﬁ on a spree. He s'

was perfectly weli acéuainted with us both, and be-

lonééd, as Ueorge did, to the gnglisﬁ-speaking class,
I asked him to stop, and then took up each of his

horse's feet. "George," sald I, "come here. Look

at these shoes," He did so and we both turned away
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saying nothing. John®said, "fhat ‘do you went?"
"™Nothing now," I said, "you caﬁ.gq on," ile knew

A

vhat it all meéntg "Did anyone come around your

house last night?¥ said he. * "Yes," I said. "Well,

'it waé me.,"” 7T sald nothing. "I came prelcy near

getting into the "jug (the jail) didm't I%"  "If you
want to kmow how near, John, you just try that over

again.” An Indian would prefer death to confinement,

Poor fellow-- he was well disposed, but fond of

~
~

-

suffered a severe hemorrhage. The doétor dressed the
wound and bade him dfinghhs little as possible and
eat nothing salt or sweet. He paid little attention
tb'this warning 3?9 the;blood broke out aggin.‘ The
doctor stanc?ed if and r;peated his warning wi%h
greater emphasis, but to no purpose. 1 wagositting
on my porch 3ust at\dark one afternoon when Daniel

Ross rode to the gate, and said, "John Chambers is

dving and wants vou."™ I did not stov for horse or
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I
" hat but got up behind Mr. Ross and told hik to driée

as hard as he could. But John was gone before I got

there. I sat talking with his father when it flashed
o

across mé that no one knew when I left the house, and .

|

calling for a horse, I made the best of my way homé,
I found that A-- had discovered my absence and was'

relieved by my return.

. T had no-difficulty in meking my wayhﬁbout, f?r
the Indiaﬁngere apt in sign language. A deaf and}
dumb man called at Park Hill while we were there a%d
conversed with us‘by'means of a.small slate which h%
|

|
carried in his pocket. He told us that he had no |

&

trouble in conversing with the Indians by signs for\

all needful nurposes. I found it so in the GChoctaw

|
g .
country. I was advised to stop over night with a ), N e
. 13
certain Choctaw family. Night came on beforeﬁ//§g;c%ed i
the place and I stopped at a house to inquire how muqh
x

farther I had to go. They could neither talk nor under-

stand English, so I simply gavé the name of the famil&
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‘' indicating that I wented to reach them. In reply .
.o ‘ )
ny informant placed his fingers in the shape of a
réof and held up one hand with the five, fingers

erect, indicating that'there were five houses more

. “

t6 pass, which I found to Be true.
The Cherokee lang;age’is very difficult., A

. ! . -~ )
. Cherokee child with eqiual opportunities to learn

his-ovn langiage or the English will be almost sure
| .

,§9?}ggggnggglish first, I lgarﬁed a ?ew words of
Choctg%,éﬁbh mbre-qhickli end Téadily than thejsamé"
‘ coe LR

'amouna: of: “Chérokee.c The 1anguageé of, the d’iffere'nfcx-
_jribés are not at all al;ke, exceptizz the Choctaw

and Ghickasaw which resemble each other very clogelys

~

..To ask for water in Choctaw, one says, "Oka sabuna."

N _\'In Cherokee, ™amu agituleha," But if you accent the

first syllable of amu, you,will'ask for salt.

" The'Indiams &t that time lived in very comforte-
. “m A . ~ - 4 ﬂ -

able log cabins, many of them built of hewh logs with

the interstices filled with lime mortar. Some of them

L]

e
-
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lived in frame housegs. Their way of making their

pd

graves was by a little cabin about eight feet long,

three feet wide, and dbout three Teet high. The
%

-

vetter class used tombstones. They wePe inclined

to imitate the missionspies in Their mode of living),

and were superior in ne tgess aqd thfift to Ehé wh t§
peoﬁle'along thé bo;der T Arkansas.

) T@g winters were ver _@ilq, but spriné came /on
. .. very slowly, Nature seeme to realize that she hg?

- e e -

;fshﬁjéby to sudden jchanges.

plenty of time; Buﬁ ve we

=

- One beautiful ipril’morning \I invited A-- to

*, beautiful day, everything dressbd in living green like

a June morning here., But a "norther" came down from

the Rockies and turned sverything\bieékX in ong night, -

)

Je hadr a letter written by A-- at. the time which you

will be/\glad to read. - \ /
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The War openedehe old sores which had rankled

more or less from .the time of the forced removal of ~

o

the people from ths f ancient home in the East. Mr.
Ross and his partyfstooq tfor the Union and Stand Watie
and his party wére for the Soutnt The loyal Indians
yaalled‘themselQes "Pins" and were recognized by a
_ common éin which they wore in a éertain way in their
dress. Those who loved the missionaries followgé M.

Ross., Ey interﬁregér, Jesse Russel, or Gayasquani,

Cad

wavered from one side to the other, according to cir-

o~

cumstances, and was f&nally'taken to the woods and

v

shot by some of the loyal Indians.

Mr, noss remained in the country for a while butb

™ ~3

o —— - ——

[3 - - ' .
finally went north with his family end I think B mever ——

returned. He was a very remarkable man and in mdny )

-

espects a savior of his peoﬁle. His mother was a half

Chsrokes, and- his-fether a. Scotchmen. Like the present~

- -~

ident of Mexiéo! he was elected and re-elected to

Y

]
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though pﬁere were many of the people who were bit~

‘terly opposed to him. Not long after the war beéan,'

]

his House was burned with its contents--a very be?u-

5

tiful home, and for that country, finely furnished,

His second wife was a refined and cultivated lady--

a4
5

1iss ‘Stapler from Fhiladelphia. ..

Fairfield was the birthplace of m& two older |

» .. children, Thinking that you would lixe -to see where

our family life began, and where your father was born, .» .,
p & RN

I have drawn for-you & plan of the house. It was one \«

of the best in that region, built. in the usual style,~~ .
i X o . .

\

a double log cabin, and a sﬁﬁdé“ﬁéfﬁééh}’éiI“uﬁﬂe?“bﬁbf

e .

roof. These houses were aboutrt%enty—fiVe feed square )
| ) o . v - ' T
on the cutside, built of hewn logs, the interstices .

filled with 1ime moi?&rﬁsg.thaﬁ there was B solid wall.

Y - "~

y S

T s .7he space begweeniwas originally open, but afterwards .

-— PP

Y.l 4t Aot e e -
was closed id and TINIsnsd Tor a“ room.:

- - e e TN - -

There Was -8B- .~ - s

-

- .ell running out to what was, when we lived there, the
-t e e T . . N -
. Toad; but the house.was evidently built to face the road

IS . o

~5
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on the ophe: side. The ell was for kitchen, péntry,gh

ete.  The well was on the back piazza of the ell, A

-

ittls room stout eight feet square was built out from

the eli, and was the private room of the teacher. There

~ oA

r

wals & piazza in front and in back of the house, and &

 half-story was built above the logs of the cabins, giv-

-ing \two unfinished chambers, in one of which we spent

’

our Rirst very uncomfortable winter, It was a fine

plant \for a successful mission, and all that was wenting

was sudcess. Qur work there-coveréd about four years -
1855 to0\1859.

v —~Tet\us—ture now-to Park.iilkl, This was the-station

of the ve eran_missionary,ﬁSaﬁﬁel Warcester, ”gg,wasA

4

-

srokees in Georgia, their original home, and,

~with the ¢

with Dr. Bufler of whom I have spoken, was imprisoned s

)

_at hard laboy for eighteen months in the Penitentiary,

\ . L . ’ .
.. ..because-they refused to obey the unjust and unconsti-

P

B gy s cing -t "
>

_tutional laws & Georgia, enacted for the purpose of.

driving the (heyokees from their home. o /
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#hen I firat vigited Dr. Worcester at Park Hili;
he seemed desirous of knowing whether & were familiar
with the dead languages. he asked me éb write a s%n-

tence in Greek, which I did cuite speedilly and legibly,
30 : \
for it/happened that for some reason ‘I hqg r=cently

written considerable Greek text. He was avidently
piéaéed, and I have always thought that he\was think-

ing of who should be his successor. Both the other

-~
- £y

missionaries were college men, but not very scholarly,’

-

* They had both been sevsral &ears in the work, iand had

\

had no occasion, like lir. Worcester, to keep up their

P

grudies, -Iry Worcqsfer took me to the printingl\office ‘

and .bindery and showsed me thé publicatiens of th Mis- -

sion press. [hey were all in 24%o, a form that cbuld

.be ne;cnér'con§enient nor permanent‘ff gathered and
\ . ’
hound togethe&. Tha'hipférent nortinns of Scriptur

-

gere hound,_separately. (You have seen my copy of th

o o lh i — ey .

Gospel 6f&John.) I asked him why he did not send the

to the™ Bible :ouse to be repfinted in & more convenien
= _

2

7
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and\permanent form. Ilie repsied thet they had'no
type4 "They will cast a font of type if you ask
thez,to," I said. iHe had supposed the printing
would be impossible unless undsr the sqéerintsnd-

ence of someone who knew [herokee, butgl told

him I had no doubt th't was unnscessary. He seemed
. L ' \ C
somewhat 1ncredulous, but wrote to the secretaries. )
‘-
. n8 & resu‘t the Bible Society. c&st a iont of "hero—

kee type and the New Testament waé Qarried through

the press.” Thus forty yegrs of ha d and- costly laber

was rescued ﬁrom.deétrugtJon, which sut ?or the Bible

_Society would have bsen wholly lost.

e — ,-‘/‘

»

.apd he sent for me to come and stay ﬁith him and take
up the wqu at ?ark #ill, geaving my fam ly at Eair~,

) oo,
field, I spent most of my tige ot _Park Hill, vreschw - *
-~

~ /ing 1n the church there every Suﬁday without an 1nter-

- st oa
TR A e wn s vy amerm o d s -
FRFYPNN

|
pretsr, as they all understood Engliqh. 1 let Ar-- )

]
} - “

and ths\chlldren in care of Lr. Ghambsrlih,‘s'son'qf

N .t .. Y "

B VI, 2RSS v > iy aer s
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€
be,

ana femple.

Dr. vorcester (he r

*yped, 80 that/'he printers there could read from the

v e

prlnted Jage,/rather than from- herokee manuscniptnaa___

-
-

-
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orlginal matter relating to temperancefand religion.

/

/1 remained &t Park Hi1l except fo# occasional "
' j
visits to Fairfield until pr. Worcester's desth. e

L
t
[

waﬁ a very quiet and patient suf ‘erers I was with him

'wﬁen he'died and he pasged 3ver,as cg@mly as he eve

. TN

1"

. __fell asleep. He ﬂaa_f‘égeq away from the evil & comg ™

He ras §Q weddedpto Cheroke\ ways, naving 11ved with

-~

them for half a century, that ‘he would: neyer have eﬁjoy d
.

1
. liviné elsewhere .and to have stayed at Park Hill would \\ //

hive,been.imgossible. It woitld have broken his heart

td hpve seen and experienced the desolations of-§ar. \/
He Woula havye uean }obbed ani m&ltredfed qu seen:the I ‘h .
- S & VR

des#rheﬁion of the printing|office, the death of his-



the ruin of \his
baautiful brick chﬁrch qu the sc ttering of its mem-

ership. Kveryth ﬁg atfPark Hill, chureﬁ printing

office and bindery] the station/with all of ite builg-

/

;ﬁngs, was swept with the besomfof destruction. I be-} |
L&eve the cemeter has now grpwn up into & thicket.

\

\\ I will not'

of whigh I havp spoken. But *hey were g( short duration

.and the\wintefs were mild. °The grounﬂ never fraze. e

had a deep well with ,u;

!
' J f
\ . ‘- /

being on the;piazza.: .
A \ ) ” . 4
. Dr. H Jghcock's hous% was only a few rods away,

[

: /
whlch was very fortynate for us; on several o casions.

A

4=~ used tj ide tg church on #orseback, g istance of % -
\

- .
L)

\ »
half or thfe uanters of a myge. I would [put her on - '

§7ﬁﬁrveryﬂmihfwﬁﬁﬁe—~%he—guxh_r__M#__
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' her horse and walk myself. .One Sunday on feaching

_home I found her seated in the saddle unable to dismount,
\ 0 . ' A

" ghe had a severe attack of pleurisy and could not stir -
without great pain. I helped her into the house and

se%t for the ‘doctor who had just got home. She could

neither ile nor sit, but.-stood supported Ly the mantle-
\

piece, leaning her head on her ‘hands. He cupped her on

-

‘.
each’ shoulder, drawing quite a little blood, which seemed

S -

to give immediate relief. She was very sick for several

)

dayg. Had she bzen thus attacked at rairlield, twenty-
-5

fous miles from the nearest doctor, I think she would
j%if have recovered., This is only one of several instances

. shen she found great relief in having the doctor so near..

4

v

/

i
'

23

Cousin Mary has sent us some of your grandmotherts- - —

w

%Ztters written to her from the Cherokee country, among

~
f

others one dated Park kill, NovemBer 18, 1859, which says

' .

/ miary has hearly learned her letters and Temple can walk

[

/ .
by pushing a chair/ before him," (her)

At Park Hill/I had no need of an interpreter as all

—~~ s

b
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understood English, and meny did not read Cherokee at

'all. The people were attentive.and interested. Dr.

Hitchcock told me that one of .his pq@ients wanted to
get over an attack of illness before Sunday that he °

might not miss the next sgrmon on the-Ten Command-,

-
-

ments, on which I was preachiné a series at that fime. .

Park Hill was five miles from Tahiequah, the
capital. 4 used to preach there every Thursday evegg‘

ing in a Masonic hall, I had very large and attentive

éudiences, and I hope I did some éood. I used to take

tea at the house.of‘Mr. Stapler, a merchant, brother
of Mrs, John Ross. *‘¢ had married a niece &§f Mr. Ross,

a reginéd and cultivated lady who was educated at the

233

North. I valued their friendship very hignly. Jomn >,~

Aoss himself lived within two mileg of us. He was a'_

noble man. £ kept the Sherokees from going over in a

bod¥ to the South, #e told me that the Southern leaders

o

were trying by svery’means to c@mpel him to join “them.
4
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A niece of Mr, Stapler's came out from Philadel-

phia to teach Hr. Ross's children. ‘Her name was Mary

-

F. Stapler--ninsteeqn years of age and a very lovely
) E\)

christian. She had been there only eleven weeks when . °

, and was enveloped in %iames
Fi .

v

eacefully away, séYing,
~ T

out into the yard for h
and fatally_burnéd. She, passed

#] shall soén be w;;h my Saviour. He is wgiting for me."

she had shogn gr terest in the shiritual welfare of‘

N

D .

_others, and would¢ to humen. view, have been an invalu-

able blessing to the people of the.neighborhood. She

was very beautiful in face ‘and character, and winning

. L)

in her ways. I felt her death like a personal?ﬁereaven

—

ment, , only the dgy before she had read with ‘Anne Ross

the story of\the three Hebrews in the Tiery furnace,

About the time that my family came to Park HillR, |,

Mr. Willey went away from Dwight on a vacation, and I

had, in a way, the supervision of the three stations,
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1Lt was about thirty mileséfrom Park Hill directly . to ¢ ..

-

- 3

’--quight,:eighgeen from Dwight to Fairfield, and~fr6ﬁ
e , O

A .

_ A~- knowing that she would be anxious about me, and

thefé:twentyﬁ?our*miles'to Park Hill. On one of these

ﬂyg;pé‘i was detained much longer than I had planned to -

w

+ ber gone, and reached rairfield about nightfali. I

.

slept that night in the middle room which A-- and I

* occupied when we lived thers. I felt troubled for

went to sleep with this thought.in mind., I awoke from

- a vivid dream in which I had sedn A-- in her ‘coffin,

and when I fell asleep again the dream was twice repeat-

ed.. 1t was foolish to feel uneasy, but I felt anxious,

to. get home, knowingﬁthey must wonder at my long absence,

Sut srs. Chamberlin had been wishihg for some time to .

%isit.hef mother who lived near Park Hill, and was glad '

v

to avail herself of my’ company on the road. She rode

a littla musteng pony; a slow traveller who took about

A

four steps to one of my horse, which was tall and long

)

'.gaited and would walk, if urged five miles an hour,.

So all day long I-had to hold in my horse to the pony's

. ~ . ’ v
.

/
<



"TORREY , CHARLES CUTL:R AUTOBIOGRAPHY - 13068

- 35 -7

gait, or wait'for Mrs. C. to come up. I ought to
have been at home by two o'glock”.bﬁt it was sundown
before I ceme in sight of the house and sﬁw:Mary and |

Temple, come running to meet me. "How is lother?"

I-asked. "Oh, she is all right," they saig,ﬂéggm

«4-\}

she was going to start out tomorrow to seé hhat had .

-

become of you." I told her of my three-fold dream,
he had’ just heard of the death of her sister Mary's
husband, kir. Whittier, in Ninnesota, leaving her with
four young children to make her way as bhegt she might
back to_ﬁeading.

Some months later as I was on my rounds again’
and near Fairfield, I was met by Jesse, Dr.- Hitch-

-

“cock!s colored servant, who:gqve me a note saying

tha{ A=~ Was veryﬁsick-and about to give premature
. . \ *
birth to a child. The Chamberlin family were now - ¢

back in their own house which was more convenient to

me then than Fairfield. I Tode to the door and Mra.

-

Chamberkin .came out. I asked her for a piece of bread.

°
~

¢
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. She bagged.me to get dotn and have suéper, but I told '’
’ her how it was. éo I rode on mﬁnching my oread. I
was really too aniious to eat, but fbrced‘;iself,to
do s0, as [.had hed nothing since breakfast. We
reached Rark #ill aoout two a. me and found faithful
Dr. uitchcock in attendance and 'the émallest baby I
ever saw waiting for her papa. That baby was your
amt Sadie, I found that a mob of disorderly men had
basieged thg house and demagded that I should come out
to them. The; could héfdly be persuaded thét I was not
there in concealmgnt; 1t seems that some negro in tpe
ﬁéighborhood had:beeh cruelly whipped and I was\repofto
8d us having made some inglammatory remark about it.
A-- had not fully recovered from a shock czused by
striking her head in the dark ‘against the edge of 4
door and this excitement about me brought things to a
foqus and the baby caﬁe t; see wﬁét was the matter,
Again, ;s at other times, we were thankful.to have so

good a doctor close at hand. Otherwise I should no%

have left home,
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The next Thursday evening,.though warned by some

[ ]

of the neighbors against going, I went to Tahlequah

- for my regular preaching appointment. I felt it my~

E

duty to go at all hazards, and T had no fear, for I
was confident that no one would dare to do me violence.
I was under U. S. protectioﬁ, and people knew it.
Accordingly, I appeared at the usual time at the hall,
and as I expected, found it locked. I went for the |
key and Jesse Wolf, the janitor, said that they did

not wish me to have any.further use of the hall., I

ing ageinst slavery. I replied that I had said nothing,
and that I could no£ have said the things I was charged’
with, because I was more than tuenty miles awvay and had
not heard of ény cruelty to ﬁegroes. Meantime quite a

crowd had gathered in the street. I refused to talk

with them, saying that all sorts of reports would bs

given of what I had said end therefore I would say no-,

b2 ,

thing., But if they would open the hall and sit down in
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good order, I said I would tell them publicly how

those who sustained me stood in regard to slavery.

No, they would not open the hall, but I might pre-,’
sent the case to the U. S. Agent when he came; This

1 told them I was ready %o do. Their legislators

= L)

. bad tried to pass a bill requiring the missionaries

to appear before the Agent, but it could not be car-

*

ried, and if they had passed it, Mr.‘Ross would have
vetoed it. I was glad therefore, to ‘do of my own free

will what I should perhabs have refused to do by com-

2

pulsion. N
- Acéérdingly;.ﬁhen the time came, I went to 28hle~
quah, hunted up Jesce Wolf, the janitor, snd asked him
to take me to %he Agent, He seemed surprised, and
said; *T 3id not suppcse you would come." I replied
thaé I never profised whet I did not intend to do.
Quite a large number gathered to hear what I had to
say. I told the Agent that we thoroughly disliked and
di§appro§ed of the system of slavéry, but that we had

”~

come there not as abolitionists, not to meke the blacks
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discontented, or to stir up strife, but to preach the
" Gospel of Christ, and. to proclaim the Golden Rule, be-'@
lieving that wherever the Spirit of Christ ﬁobk pos~
segsion there would be loving kindness and tender mercy.

'I have no doubt the Agent was a pro-slavar& man, but

o

™

he seemed satisfied with my statement, and I think he .

R

was pleased that I was willing to come to him, as he ..

L B

knew it was an act of freewill on my part. Mr. Ross" «
. . 4
was away at the time, or ‘the disturbance would not

have occurred., . I called on him when he rsturned, and
he said he was\sorry I took any notice of the matter.
But I think it was the better way.

As time went on, and state after state went out

of the Union, the Board feit that some action must be

<

taken about ggr situation. They had felt for.sdéme time -

°

from our repérts that the Cherokees could no’ longer be

-~
- iy -

regarded as a heathen people; end therefore shbj?cté
for foreign missions. This vias true. 'Their constitu~

« --4ion, modeled éfter the sfate Constitutions, recognized

et . .
Christianity in requiring the administering of the oath
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to witnesses in court end the government officers, and

- the people &ere all more or less.directly identified

with the Ohr{stian religion. ACCOrélngly, I was direc-
ted to take measures for closihg up our connections
with the Board. At another time we might have‘sougﬁt
to continue our'ébrkiundar some Home_Missionary board.
But with the absolute certainty‘of war, and war ﬁhich
would be.sure to'involve the very ground on which our -
missions gtood, it-seemed‘best siﬁply %o give up ‘the
field. I provided myself with the means of publishing
the Cherokee Testament, having completed thé revision
with full notes unéerkmr.‘Eoreman, our translagér.» My
noteé weré-mgde in two bound volumes, ;nterleaved; of
the Téstamé;t in 24%o0, as grinted in our office. If

you should ever wish to see them, they are in the Con-

gregational Library in"Boston. Mr. Remnney of Lee's

v

Creek and myself believed that it was folly to attempt

to hold our ground. Mr. Willey insisted on remaining,

L

241
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which, to all eppearance, was utterly useless. ~The

- =

property on the.stations was soon hopéiessly destroyed,'
the beautiful brick churdh bu;ned,‘our printing house
wrecked and its contents destroyed, and the mission
premis;s\so completely obliterated thet it was with
areat difficu'lty that the site %ould be found and
identified by the weli of which I have spoken, ¢
So on February 9, 1861, we of Park Hill turned .
our tgceg homeward. :we had gathered our few belongings
and sent them forward "to Van Buren, a town on“the Arkan-
sas River, by ;p ox~team, which we followed and passed
in° & two-horse farm wagon. The man who.drove.the'oéén
was a son-in-law of Dr, Horcester, a half-breed ghero-
kes and an inteliiéent christiép'man.whom Hannah, his -
oldest daughger had marriga with the father's reiuotant
consant Ea nas to see that the horses and wagon were
returned to the Mission, We spent the night at 1@9}3."
Cresk with Brother Raﬁney. Addie was very feeble ;nd
became much ‘exhausted by the journey. Sadie ngﬂfiv;'

-

o
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months old, Mary four and a half, and Temple just two.
To reach a railroad would have required a long and toil~
some ;ide over rough roads, through a country that was -
involved in the Kansas troubles., Therefore our escape
must be by ;vater.Q But only two weeks befors I had cros=
sed the érkansas River withouﬁ wetting my saddle skirts.
We could only wait; But soon word came that the river
had risen and boats had come up to Van quen. This was
our opportunity, gn& we reached Van Buren early in the
forenoon of February 20th.

I took A-- to a hotel and had her lie down for a |
rest while I took tho children and went to the levee %o
secure a passage OR the steamer which was there. The
captain said he saould leave at noon sharp, as the river
was falling and the hoat might get left.. He could not
wait for our baggage which had not\arrive@. welve
o'clock came, but no~bagga;é. + went with the childrenh
to see the boat lsave, not knowing %hat I should do when

it was gone, as there was small prospect of anothex, boat

-
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" and we should have been obliged to go back to Park
Hill and stert agein. To my surprise, the boat was

2

stTI there.. A flue had burst in one of the pipes as-

they were getting ub steam, andxthsi were riveting in -

a new one. I hastened back to the)hotel and got my

wifé and we all went aboard, knowing that if the bag-

-

gage did not come we must d%fembark. But God was very

gradiouz;jibus. Just as the last rivet was hammered
to its place our trunks were tumbled aboard and we had

begun our homeward voyage.

I's



