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Intérviewer.
Jpaugry 0, .1938.

. Story of the Kiowa Indians.

) ot ' . : -
'he ¥iowa Indians arrived in Southw stern Cklahoma, most
of them settling in {iowa end Caddo Counties, a few in.Comanche

z clerk in the Fort 3ill Yrading store I wss pefson- )

Qoun’t}ro AS <

%lly acquainted with Lone .olf, the chief of the Kiqwag, who
I .

?ived ne:r Hobart, the county seat.of Kiowa County. He haud a
Qice home there, Iu 1520 he end seversl other Indian Gelegates
;tarted to ‘.ashington on a Business mission. 'ﬁe asked 1ne. to
;take.him to sge Governor kobertson, thch I didland he aid
;the overnor had a nice Visi? together. He wrote Lone o0lf

i a letter‘to the President of the United 3tates. ‘He was
;dressed in " a blaék suit with ﬁis hair breided henging down
ir tw& pl+«its, wrapped with yarn. Hngas about 6 foot %all,
weighed 19C pour.ds end stoéd’vqry erect. . He was a very proud

Indian, could not talk very much unglish. iis lather Lone

w0lf, the chief before him, wes also a (hief and a greet

warrior. . hen the chief came back he  came to my office

in Jklahoma City and told me he had a nice trip to.“ashing-

ton, saw the President end had a nice time. -
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fhe <{owas are great werriors and great athletes. They
are ulso the Lest artists of.any of the Plains tribeé, several
..iowa p%intings have been shovn in Lurope. iany members of the -
trive £111 responsible positions. Jesper 3auncke ofvuérnegie
is eputy United 3tates liarshal of the .cstern District of
.1l homa now. Lewis are w. s a representative in the twelfth
Lé;islctu;e,,ﬁeorge Hunt of Xountain View has been honored by

. the State and Nation on several occasions. He is the best

;méted of enf\member of the tribe on Iribal ~ffairs. Gﬁy xqf‘
cope is = great artist. of all the 'Pleins t:ibe, tﬁe niowas
éxcel in &rt and psinting, ?thletics a#d education.

;“; :iowas have & grester number of educatcd Indians
then any othef Flaingttribe, mery of them are teezching school.

. !
.hey sre all becoming religioqs under the lesdership of

reomretent  cission ries. Mr.-teverend ieth in of Anad-xko,

-

.klezoma & »ethodist l.issionary at Anﬁdar\o for éikty“yearsﬁ“,\“
hes done moure to e6§Cate them th-n any other missionary. He

has been among t:em. He built the Methwin Mission near inadarko.

& long time after peace was deciared between .the Kiowas and the

Comanches Chief Quansh Parker of Caché builf a fifteen f6ot wire

fence around his large home fencing in .about’ foir acres, and it"
¥ . B
e s N - ) .
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to protect his home from attack by Lone Wolf and his Kiowa
r S .
Bend. 1 asked Quanah about it and he said the Kiowas and.

-

. | '
he were at peece but this was$ long time afterwards. le.

would not ¢ fk'about the past.liow: wars. i4fter he made '
reace with them the Kiowas visited the Comenches frgquently -
und whel an nuity rayment, cane theyWere alﬁays down to

guanah's home. The two Chiefs became very fr}ghqu in later

years. . ‘ ‘ - /// ‘ g

The Hiowas are tall and stand very érect and ‘the men
. /l

have coal tlack'hair and always plait it, wrapping it with
b

yern and putting oil on it. The%fiﬁbmeg*gake care of'their

!
bhair for 7ham. Like the other Plalns tribes the women do
not take much prlde in their apﬁearance but do all the work.

Th liowas had wars w%yh the Osages, Pawnees, Cherokees,

sheyenn

%]

gn%;Comanches,«gnd made frequent raids into Texas

. and liexico capturing white peoplé. They captured Andele

Anderez who became one of the leading men of thé tribe _ - -,

and wibte & book of his pife. His wife is an edﬁcated ;

Kiowa), part'whité. ‘ / /
Reber§hd Methwiﬁ and indele were great pals and w gked

;

togetuer in the Missionary Field among the Liowas.
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The Comanches wemt with the liowas into T.:xas on raids
capturing whites and Mexicans, but after the batfle-df'the
+ashita and the Medicine Lédge treaty, they agreed to quit
wo0lesting the whites.but when the people from Texas rode |
into the reservation and'began'to steal jonies fr&m the
plowas and Comanqﬁ?sughey,forget their pro@ise to cease

“raiding, Lecause ponies in 1868 were a Medium of Exchange
for tuie Plains Indians. They bought even tleir wives with
them. They beeam§ very angry at‘the whites of Texas ahd
Qegan To raid intevrexas'again, scalping hégy white people
gﬁ&.captuging many ‘white chiléfeﬁ. w%th a bahd 6f Comanches
tney'captﬁned feff and;Clintoé.Smith‘of sdhtherh Texas but . .
~tiu-ey turned.thése'two captivé; over to the Cbamanches. They
would divide bﬁeir captives wheﬁ they made raids together.
Thgy claimed Texas was their'rérritory aﬁa they had a r}ght
to'raid ;t. "They defended their outlawry ﬂy claiming ;hey
had @ right to protect their own land bg keeﬁing whites.out |
of their R?servations. The Indian Department was gppea}ed‘

to and tried to stoﬁ them but of mo avail and Santanta,

Eagle‘ﬂeart.and Big Tree lied a thd of kiowaa into Texas.

BN

They scalped a white man and the Texas people demﬁided' J-
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they be punished and President Grant sent Lawrie Tatum,

-~

a Quaker, to try to subdue them aﬂd he put his Quaker

- Policy into effect and it" did flnally subdue them -but

the three llowas were tried in .LBX.&S and convicted and

sentenced Yo hang and Santanta com»aitted suicide (féar i

S

' wHere Lawton now stands while t‘uey were taking him to

prison in Texas; or rather he started to shoot the guard
end the guard killed him. The othe\r'two were sent. to

rrison for life. They were later pardoned. Zagle Heart

com.itted suicide by jumping out of‘: & window at Huntsville,

Oklahoma. Big Tree died in 1932 at his home near hountain

$

Jiew, Oklahoma. he had become ‘a preacher and had great

| <
|
)

influence among the Kiowas. 1 saw.fhlm in 1907 at Fort Sill.

. |

. | )
iie stooa very erect and the Indiéns all respected him and

e o g

- - {
listensd to his advioa.

£

shpeatone was ‘a hiowa Chlef Fno. lived in Cotton

gounty a short time and a town is 1named after him, about

. fifteen miles ‘south of Chattanoog% Oklahoma. e was born

e
ﬂ

1n 1856 and was a half bro ther tof Lone wWolf, the kKiowa Chief. ,

d

lle wvas a great friend of Andelé; fxnderez the N‘emcan captivs.

He made frequent tr1ps to .‘iashington with c"uanah Parker on .
{ f
busmess for the tribeg and in fago he was sent to Nsvada to

3
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inveatigate-the Messiah craze there. He saw the old 1lndian
oltting Bull who started the.Gliost Dence under the guise of

religion. He came back to Oklahoma and callea a meeting at .

inedarko and invited ail rlains Indians to come. There was
a great gathering of all tribes. The indian who hed been
teaching the dance to the Indians was called on and told

It t Ahpeatone had just returned from a conference with |

|
Sitting 5ull and he was & hbax. The old Indian arose an4

. , . ‘
ugreed t0 return all the ponies the Indiens had given hinm
: R

and left the meeting never to be seen again. This Messi%h

craze hea spread to all tribes in Kevada, lew Mexico, North

.ekota and other reservations end the indians were dancing %0

untal after thls 1nvestigat10n of Ahpeatone but when they

D

knew e raiﬁseen ‘tie self styled Messiah, they belleved i

hin and the craze died dfwn. ’ ]

“%:
The hiowa language is a difficult lanbuage to speak =

it is spoken with a slow gutteral sound and the Courts used .

the Comanche 1anguagé instead of kiowa. Therefore, the hiowas -

are the best slgn language talkers of any of the I’lains tribes.

zll Ylains Indians use Vhelr arms in continusal motion while

\" "

-

'
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talking but the hiowas use them more than any other tribe.

&

'it is said that the hiowas invenbed the sign léngﬁag&.



