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Indian P‘ioneer b%story 0-149
spril 21,-19s8. -

: _f Ophelia D. Vestal, ' Investigaior

. ~——  County Seet Promotiom. .

In 1909 a moten_elft wes instituted to'divide the
!oounty court of Comanche Connty; hoiding helf of thg

7

»seasiona at Temple. Petitions were ciroulated easking

Governor Haaskell to 1ssue 8 oall for en election to

,form a new county, of which dalters was "mbitious to

‘pécomie the county sest.

=~

' 'The petitions proposed to cut off the' south end of

- Comanche County, six miles belovi_the base line end to-

take' a row of government townships from the east side

of Tillmen,County. Haltefa was situated just two miles .

eaat of the Uenter of the proposed county east and

west and seix miles from the north line. The petitions
were generally aigned but the penple outside of Halters
took but 111:*13 1ntemat in the new move.

On January 7, citizens 7rom Randlett csme to Law~

ton for the purpose of securing facts from County Clerk

Haynes aoncerning t_he (omtg.on of the new gounty bein’g
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QGVOcated‘by Walters. . : ‘ mi'

N2 member present, Mr. Hennsfin, said the péople ... ... ..

in his section wers opposed to making Walters the

(R , ’ N

éounty seat and with Temple, Randle}t, Deval, raxon,
and Chattano;ga'opposing her he could see nofhing but
defeat for Walters, the counig seat movement being re-’
a:ded ag one of salfishness. He said the people of
th;se 11§;za towns would destroy themselves and in-
crease theirltaxes without seéuring a ben;fit Tfor them-

selves. Therefore, they wers prepared witﬁ data fupr-

nished by Mr. Haynes to defeatiwgifpr's ambifion‘and

421

. L, \ ,
preserve Comanche County rrom being parcaled out\to ,//’1

gratify the éelfishnosa of a 953 s of dosigning\
'ponticians. Mf .Hannefin’ rurther stated, the 31%
Pasture peoplc could never be made to believe that

' iith a railroad line running dirsct to the then;cddnfy
seat and no metho@ of‘trgféi; other than waéon roads
.téfwalters,.thay could be benefitted by changing the

count& bounds and adding materially to their present ~

taxes.
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'?altars' advocacy of a new county seag’ moved- swiftly. *
On J’anuary 9th citizens of Lawton and of Comenche Counties
were aronsed and found it expedient to send strong dele-
yationa to Guthrie for the purposg of protesting against
the issuance of a proclasmation e¢alling an ele?ctlon DPODOS-
ing to d.ivide Conagéhe County into halves, runaing east

and west as pr@eaed by county seet booatergazf the city

i

of glters. A delegation of mare than twenty-»f ve lawton

and Comanche County citizens went to the state capitel -

to talk with Covernor daskell, The Chamber fof Commarce of
Lawton aﬁpos.nied ten businesx\s‘ men to go. Invitations we:e
gent to city amd county ofi‘i;:ers, and other loyal cifizen
o : v tomns sent men with the
Lawton men . ) |

A delegation of the Walters citizen: went to ﬁn@ _
eépital.with a ppetition for county division and demanded
Lmediate issuance of an alection proclamation, but upon
iequest of the Lawton officisls, Govemnor Laskell sgreed
to hold the proclamation i: sheyance until protest could

be heayd.




o L .42
.. ¥ESTAL, OF¥ITA D, COUNTY SEAT PROMOTION, ~ 10510.

-
r—

¢

The delsgation appointed consisted éf'iohn MeYoung, -
F. G, Fullerton, F, W, Hafzxxl:ond, Robert Lamiers, R. J.~Hay-
C. C.Hammond, Fred Ellis, J. Ray Williams, 5. ®, Frenklin
and R. A, Sneed. I
‘#ith Valters seeking a pew county i. the southeast
and onyder desiring to ennéx & portion of the éxtreme west,
¢ .Comanche citiz?ns had p;oblems-suf:iciené but still other"my
movements f.ver: in thewmking. .
St11l another project for securing a slice from
Comanche County had deveIOpedi- Jefferson County was-securf g
ing a petition aak;ng aﬁ election for seceesion of the
eastern half of the Jexas township in order that it picht
be added to that county. Thuas far, the county seat prejegt-*
of Crandfield had not materialized. Crendfield was asking
the éouthwes;ern corner of Comanche and ert of Tillman -
County.

Cn Jamsry 11, representatives from Walters and from .
Cormnche County were in hand at the statp eapital. Hepro-
sentative Leslie.P. Ross sought 1o prevent a division by
lerislation énﬂ intrqduced 2 bill 1nltﬁe houss provtding

for the repeal of the law_yitalixiné portion of the consti-
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tution permitting division of 0ld countles, Governor -

Haskell iseued a s%étement regarded as favordable by

" Comanche County advécatgs,'in which he stated that "peti-

tions for new counties must meet the requirements accord-

o ] [

ing to bhe last federal ceasus’ Ihis census gave the
proposed new'county a pipulatior ot less tham 11,000.
~ecause of theiincreasing epidemic of county division

fever, it was uelieved some action would be takeh by the

legislation along the lines proposed by Jgdée ross so that’

county seat boomlets would not be 20 easily proamlgated.’
‘he legislature, it was believed, wouldwat lsast provide
paymemt of election ézizzses by those proposing ¢ be cut

1

_off of old counties. j (

. apenﬁing a day 1n the uapitol Comanche County sup-l
portera and &alters e&rocates vsed all their political
influence for their reépeetive contentions and the dele-

rates of Comanche Count& won & victory on January 12th.

enator J. Elmer Thouas-: of lawton 1ntroduced in tQQ Senate

-
v ‘/

e dupligated copy of & mgasure proposed the previous day,
by Representative Lﬁslie Y. Ross providing for the repeal

of the law vitalizing the constitution permitiing county

t
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divisign by petitions amd county elections, Thre Conmatitu-

v

tional Couvention had aliready cerved Tillmar County in
whols out Of Comanche and cut Off one tier of townships
to £111 ocut Jefferson Ccunty. C(omanche Lounty was the

second largesti in the state, but ¢.. account of the Fori

| 5111 snd other federal reservetions, the large amount of

‘séhool land and g great aumber or'noh-taxéble Indisn -
1 . .
|allotments it was reslly ruther small in taxable area.

&

‘Commnehe County had 962 sqbare miles of taxable land,
Ihe new county would take away 625 square mgleé of that,

'_~‘
leaving but 337 square miles.

In addition there was the ?érk County project which,
if carried would taks away 215'sqh§re miles, lesving
Comanchaicounty with only 121 square miles of daxatle land.

Undaunted E&aneir rebuff at Guthrie the walfarz

| boasters who sought:ggfgstablishgﬁCdcha" vounty .started
a drive to secure a census order from the ?ouﬁty conmig-
sioners, v
| Othgi complicatiors arose over the divislon of the,
¢ounties gggft this time, and commissioners from fi%e

‘counties met &t the court house to discuss the disposition
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of the Yersinder of the lawton lot fumd smounting to

¥2,688.00. Counﬁea‘other than Comaﬁc;xe ropresented .
'w‘er‘e s Tilln;an, Jefferson, Stephens, and Gqsaﬁy, all '
of whith Ah‘ad pecured some poriion of Comsnehe County
in thg past, Immediately after the divisfon of coum;;ty

boundaries each made effort tc secure some portion of

t .

this femaining balance.
eet=1 .
Congress/Ferrie had introduced @ law in Congress L
providing that the balance of this fund should be
turned over t0 the county tressurer of Comenche County
ut é;i‘ﬁat ob.jection was re iéte:r;aé by the othur foufc '»
contenders and the funds.vere hel';i as unavailable: for the
time, Finally the commissionars or' Comenche county
deei&ea to attempt arbrifration rather -thex{ hgv;a the
funds tied up turther and it sas for that';*eason -the‘
meet;ing; was c¢a l;ed. ‘
At the neeting va;'iozis county .rsﬁreaematives, attend:- "
ed, . O, hoaver and ﬁ? QE.‘ Jtil’ian, Lomanche; Squire :
Humbie, I, S, Gather and J, #. Grant, of Tilluwanj Ed S,
: .Jpneé, X, D, ziéﬁingﬁel& -and M. ¥, Pursiey‘or Grad:};‘

‘J+ B. Vagon cf Stepnens snd N, P. Gilea of Jefferson.
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After a long discussion division of the v62,688 lot
fund was agreed as-f0lléws: C.manche County «35,000;
Tillman 10,7203 Stephons 12,216 Jefferson 12,880 safl
Grady 1,072, iach of the 6ffieials si.-ned the agree-~ B
ment and >.ilt Hayues, couuty clerk, was instructed to
send ¢ pieé o Lenator T. .. Gore and Congreasman JSeoht
Terris urging thex to take steps to ‘sxpedite release of f

the funds frow the Department of interior.



