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THE F. S, "SPREAD" IN OKLAHOMA
By U w, Wilson, / t e ld Worker.

At the close of the Civil War ca t t le was grazed through the Indian

Territory from Taxse to the markets In Kansas and other, northern points,

due to no railroad f a c i l i t i e s or other means of marketing; them.

• oon rai l roads were bu i l t , unaasigned land was opened to white s e t t l e r ,

and th i s praotios of market In*? the ca t t l e oaased but i t paved the way for -

the establishment of many ranches within i t s own domain, stocked with ca t t l e ,

from the ranges of Texas.

tiie many ranches thus estr-blished between 1875 to 1880 Mr, F.S'. -v

Severs began his ac t iv i t i e s in the Territory oa t t le industry very extensively,

The pra i r ies in the Creek Nation were* very thinly populated and he oon-

oelved the idea of securing a blo^k of these lands and went about to lease

the lands from the "reeks a t a nominal sum of from 15 to 25 aents per

acre un t i l he secured a block of approximately 15 square miles, located 4

miles south and six miles west of the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma, or

possibly bat ter described, -aid Hi l l , Qklahoma was about the central part of

his ranch.

Securiiut leases for the purpose of opera* ing large ranches' in those

days was similar to & major o i l company leasing a large block of land

In a wild-cat t e r r i t o ry , other than the rancher knew he had plenty of

grass and water for his cat t le i while the oi l company takes a gambler's

oiiance.

.he Severs ranah became well known throughout the ent ire section as

ih^ F, S, Ranch," because th i s was the brand he used in branding his c a t t i t

tor identif ication of his ownership* *
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The rolling prolrieo, the towering hills, and tho little silver-like,

streams that traverse this soction made It not only a picturesque place;
«>

but the tall cage and blue stem srass made bountiful grazing lands for his

herds* The timber along the streams afffpded plenty of shade and the south-

ern sunny slopes of tha hills-provided wind creaks and ideel grazing lands *

during the fall and winter aontha.

The. ranch buildings consisted of the foreman18 cottage, two bunk houses,

a oook shack, stable and a few sheds and corrals.

The foreman's house was of log conctrautton, two rooms with hall way be-

tween and large stone fire places in each room* The bunk houses, cook shack,

and sheds were also of log construction and corrals were built of rails, split

from logs, "A stake and rider fence."

The herders, (Cow-Punchers) horse wranglers, cooks and other ranch hands

occupied the bunk houses when not with the herds. The cow hands worked in

shifts to a great ertent on this ranch; all, however, were ready at any time

to meet any emergency that might arise.

The number of herders employed was in acoordance with the number of

cattle handled and as Kr. Severs handled from 15 to 25000 head yearly it

reoulred from fifteen to twenty-five- cow punchers or an average1'of one man

to every thousand head.

The S. ?t Ranch raised their own aow-ponles and handled around 300 hsad

at all times. It required from thirty to fifty oowi-horaes daily for the two

.shifts of cow-punchero, besides the teams being used around the ranch by'

tho salt boys and otherwise. Each oow-punaher was assigned two horses, thus,

allowing him to change horses every other day, as the work was too strenuous

for the horse without rest. •
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The "F. S. Ranch" was stooked .with Texas on t t i e ; .wild, half-wild and

aome of Mexican type and were of a l l colors; black, brown., brinSXe, spotted,

fawn and ifcite. , „

These cow punchers as a class were picturesoue in their att ire and

appearance. There was the foreman, Red Neek Brown, incidentally who worked

08 a cow-hand before he wat, made the foreman. Red Keek wore the conven-

tional cow-boy ten gallon hat, .with large brim and-tall crown, a" lar^e hand-

kercnief around his neck, high heel boots and usually a light blue flannel

shirt,and chaps covered his trousers.

This was. not onlv a comfortable dress for himjjbut, Jake Simmon's, -vd Hart,

Shelton Smith and the Dalton Brothers (later lutlaws) together with the rest

of the oow-hands that would oome and go on to dther spreads (ranches) wore

Bixoilar dress. The h«t8 .were used to protect them from the ravs of the sun

and proved beneficial in heading « cow or starting' a bucking bronco. The

handkerchiefs around their necks helped them to care far n wound not only of

themselves but the doggies and horses^ The high hetl boots prevented their

feet rrom slipping through the stirrups. The ohaps protected their troustrs

find legs from the ihip*ping of the hig£ grass and the shirts not only protected

them from the sun but( from insect bites of all kinds*

Few of these cow-hands were educated and little refinement reigned among
» * " •

them. .They were brave men and hated a tooward aaa « thief, Stten the Daltea

boya were fine fallows and a better man never hit the spread than was Hobt.

Dalton. It was not on this ranch that they went crooked, bat was during the

days they were United Statoe.Marshals.
i - • " •

Cattle came bv ra i l to Oheootah, Indian^erritory by train leads from
1 ' , ' ' / ' . •

different points in Texas* Surrounding the loading and unloading chutes a^
* » *

>
w e b u i l t large enough t o hold mapy ^h'cu-an4 hiad.
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Often times hundreds of these uat t le died in route . The dead ones were dra«-

_from the oars; by the cow-hands and Hlled, in. lara;e heaps and burned.

Before the b a t t l e t r a ins would arr ive, the residents of the then l i t t l e
% ? * 40 • •

of Checotah would be notified of the oow-pun^hers nrr ival Ions before

they could see them, for the rumble of the hoofs of the horses rock the air

in tho distance, and upon their arrivul -onev would mill through the vil lage

like the half wDid herds asr<*r whlnh they vat-'ied through the days and nights,

very m«n knew his duty and-d'd i t well. As the t r a in pulled in and

the way-bills were turned over to the rai l road agent by the conductor, the

foreman, Red Neek Brown,accepted the ca t t l e and war* started in a bi.? wev.

The train crew star ted spotting ears a t %e chutes and with cow whips and

prods the cow punchers forced them down the chutes into the ^orral where

water had been provided for them before n r r iva l . Hours and hours passei.^ •"""

before their trek' to their new home of tha F. S,

Often times calves were born enroute and the «?ow boys would handle

them as though they wro. infants , trying to locate their mothers for them -

and if i t was found their mothers had died they wou4& try to induce some
*

one in the vi l lage or commaaity' to take them free of charge.

The cow boys and thei r horses were cared for;whil*5 at ^hecotah. .he

boys took the i r meals a t an eating plaoe they called the "Greasy Spoon" and

the horses were fed at a l ivery s table . vShould they haye to remain a l l

night, they would tak^ th^ir saddle blankets and l i e on tho around or sleep

at the bunk houae at the s table .

The chuc^-wagon followed behind and leaving the spread in timp to set

up camp, hare food prepared, fresh horses eorraled by t ie iag ropes around •

from tree to tre®,and a plaoe for the ca t t l e to bed for tho nvight.
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cattle had tg be moved slowly ,8llowins; them to graze along for they were

gaunt and thin and would reauire two days and a night -to reach the. F. s ,

from ^heootah. We uaunVy bedded down a t about what i s now the present

town of-Tain wright, Oklahoma up on Elk Creek.

I t was in April, 1880,with ragine storms day after day. The brutes

were sullen-am the boys, aumbed ??ith exhaustion from lack of sleep r-n>i

wor'K from the time they le f t 'heoota^, kept + neir ragged tempers in -'iieo'-

and handled them gingerly. ' •

"""areful, careful "Rgd Neek Brown." the foreman and t r a i l boss '<ept

warning. ''Don't csowd 'ea.." J)on*t Haze 'em, handle '.em with velvet. Thev

Bpook i f you bat an eye."

The dusty,- gaunt faae^ r iders milled the herds slowly, as though they

were handling high explosives* Nerves on edge, 'hey cursed the ca t t le with

the s i l en t , morose hatred of men driven to the breaking point.

I t was « spoiled herd. They' f ina l lv rea-he<' the ohuok wagon and «ump

v̂here they would bed down for the ni^ht. Ball l ightning rolled down from

the skies a l l day long and f i re flickered on the sea of tossing horns at

night. Torrential rains were followed by maddening he"il storms. hev h«d

all seen a stampede and knew well the hard fight i t i&ould.be to g-t them

settled anci knew too that these ca l t l e were ready to explode into berser-,

unreesoninr panic, at the s l igh tes t provoea 'on. "Very cow-boy oautiousiy

watotied th .unshed herd. They were »eady to wheel 'he i r mounts to aafety

at the f i r s t indioation of trouble* Red paused his horse with a si.;h of

hope. "Let em settle,*1 he. ordered, "An pray t hey ' l l stay
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led carefully studied the. whole s i tuat ion and rcaved Jake rmd the four

Dal ton Bros* toward the wagon for grub Tial "rest. *The oook had .his stove

set up far from theVbed grounds. He 'iBftvthe re3t raa Beatinels over the herd

and earned them before heading bajjk to" the wagon himself, "Keep olear of

them, some of. you boys 3keerod the l iver out of me this morning *hen you

rbu3ted that bunch quit t«r that star tea to spook. ou li.<oly headed off

another run, but if *b#t herd had jumped pou^d been rolled under, aa,1, th«t

Hiax tho f i r s t time you've takea u lont3 oteaoe to rust up a stampede."

Th« boys a l l chined in, "I didn' figure i t th t way Red," -apologetically.

e ' l l be pluiab -areful *":]d, you and .ixnith, I ' l l e ; ;u t jou vvranprling

horses if you take any •; re chanoes."

•When the boys he waved in had e ten, rested ana the horse wrangle' -\z^
* * • ' • .

th*? fresh horses Saddled anl re£J5^ they "bangs:; oVf with the others, u t i t i l s

they could come in and »^t, ( ^ t soaie shut ey<j, fresh horses and relieve tfte

others. The 'nezt mornin^ t th« breek of duy v?hTi. the aot t lc started to

mill cyid gre.ze contentedly, for tho rein '•xd "eased and th? -'louds had

rolled away, the sun c me out and i t vias an ideni aprin? day anc? na,tur,e

seemad to show herself wî ii a l l h^r splendor, i'he oa t t l e did not sts&pe

aU aue to --reful handlin • for even the r s t t l t n f of a wet alinker n i / h t

have started an explosion.

That night they reached the 3. ?. &nci tnp oa.ttlo seemed,to be none

the worse account of, the two clays t ravel , but eve:y one of the Tew th t

brought them through was worn to a nub. Red Nee-k instructed to l od than

turn fn aai the boys with the herd at th^ ranch took them under +>ei

-s l i - 8 a mother hen would mother her chickens."
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The oook at the oook shack had their ohuck ready for them, the

wranglers hurried their ^horses to the barn, unsaddled and fed them. There

. was no prank playing t v a t ni?ht , they tumbled Into the i r bunks' a^ the

bunk'̂ houae and slept too peaoefully even to dream.

• lhe next da;, a l l of th- new hard wsr lodged as to brands, for they

'-bore brands that they rece red with red hot irons in Texas and irany differ-

ent brands were amonp them because they were vought tram different ranches,

.-hen the log was eompletod, a r-opy of each was Riven to eaoh cow-hand so

that they could identify and knovr them,

L'uany t h r i l l s happened on *\<3 old F. S. and on the t r a i l to and-from the

railroad s ta t ion , ,not only many t h r i l l s , adventures, 'Omedy, tragedy but

romance, by one naresd 7d. IZrfrt who became the lost foreman on the . S.

hi le each ran^h had i t s ran«e, they usunlly overlupped the ^orie^s of

the neighboring range. <one of the ranges was fenced 'md naturally aiffer-

ent her,ds soattered ond intermingled, 'rhe F". 3 , , The Lazy . , The I . X, and

other ranches a l l overlapped fMjd each f a l l rind spring they wQuld/have H round-

up and the catt le driven to theTShge that did not bglon^ to ^hftm.

JD. the round-up of the f. 3 . they would always take the churtk-wa~on

a^ong and would be gone from headquarters* some two or three weeks. I'hev

oooke.i «aa ute .vhere night .caught them and ro l l ' up in their blji\'<et.s «t

night and sl°ep on the ground. Qet up at tĥ 9 Teak of dayt get the chuck/

in tho saddle and s t a r t ri'ding ag^in, continuing daily un t i l they had

rounded up pverv cow ard calf. The mother TO'WS with "alves jnd a l l th?t

were found s i th no brands vrere driven to he "Orrai una branded. The calves

were, iaentifiea aa belonging to the F. S, because they were fo. lowing the

mother ?ow bear in;; the • S. brand. Yearlings with no brand belonged to the
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ones picking them, up on the .round-up. - ,

The cati.le Industry was a thriving business and I t was the high

ambition of every cow hend to ovfti a spreaJ for his own and Ed. Hart of the

F, S, and ine of t-he l as t foremen on th i s ranoh became acquainted trith the

daughter of Bluford Killer who operated nn! owne i thp . X. 'after the

ce°.th of his Tjandfather Lder fields who own*»d i t before him. This I , „

ranoh ufas l o o t e d in the Oonobarty Mountain's several, railes north and'west
i

of the present town of H«5kell, Oldahoca and many people of l a te r days •

never knew of old gro.id-pappy Fields and al«avs referred to i t as .the

bluford Miller. ^ * .

r-ell, Ed courted Miss Miller, Oupid shot i t s dart and i t struck his

heart, and" he, with plenty of attention and admiration of i'iss Miller knew

he loved her and she knew she loved him .and they were f inel lv Nairn in the

chains of matrimony and with the winning of the hand of Viss M l l e r , he also

camp Ho possession of what he had dav-dreamed many a dcv as he \5as r idi i •

herd or at night gazing into, the firmament counting '.ha s ta rs nnd ever-.'

star a eo*?. He aouuired th r Bluford Liller\ spread.

«vith th<? coming of the Dawes noarrstssion into the t e r r i t o ry , enrolxu^nt

nade, lands a l lo t tedj fences bu i l t , populatiioninoreatin * ana f inally th»

territory country coming into statehood the old F. S. , l ike nieny other

Oklahoma vfanches passed out of existence,- and1 "fields of cotton and "orn i s

planted where the r a t t l e roamed and i t ' s only a dream of the rolden pas' to

the old cowboys and ranch hands who s t i l l l ive to t e l l us of those days

they hold so dear to the i r hear ts .
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Ed Hart Is one of those viio not only dav-urearogd but ahose dxeama

?arae t r u e . He l i v e s today at Otanulgert, Okl^homji to Loll you how he^

olimbgd the ladder to suoeeas.

There, too , I s Jake Simmons who l i ve s s> t I luskel l , OklehOiaa rounaiw?

out his l i f e (on a l i t t l o rocdi comparetivelv to t ha t of the F. Z,[ « i th

il"0 a«re3 stocked idth. thorough bred, white-i'oce c a t t l e beixp; ;r.uoh

JifCerent from those wild anu hclf wild o r t t i e cf his ecr ly duys.

Yos, some l i v e , ut o thers have passed nvnr Die riv:*r to tho g*-s-;t

beyond to be bedded down. The l i g h t i n g wi l l finsh urn; thunaer f d l l pea l ,

thare vri 11 -be ataropedin^ with some when tho .dav come:, to m o t the i r Maker

in the i^at round~up.


