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Assorted m terinl #oout the DPavnee indians
gatl red “"rom sev:ral different sources,

By Gol ie Murner, -ield orker

- . the Bundle ..chenec. .

The basis or the sociel and politic4l organi~ tion of |
. A »

the gkedee bund especi 1lv was their sac ‘2d bumdle scheme.
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lhe nme "or : gizred bunile i+ Thuhnripiru ou. . ometimes

e i ki Bk % an b e~ o

it is spoken o7 ¢ £ira, r-ferring to t o evrs of corn
kept in a-ch bundle and symboli:ai&y spoken of < tlhe mothear
o’ tae‘peoplc. Each bundle huad its indiviéual{ties but

the, ha sonekthings in common. ’At the sound of the first
thunder in Spring the kseper of each bundle must immediately

_open_1it with in: proper procedure and make an offering

of dried buifalo meat to the power in ths west which wes :
< - . ’ ; .
the Ivening Star. ~This offering was burned, but after
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the ceremony the remaining mesat w-s cooked smd eaten.
i
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The Society of Thiefs.

- - at one time among the Ditahauirats there was a special

org-mization of chiefs, The £irst part of the ceremony was.,.

-~

help privately by the members of chiefs. ?hgzmembership

was strickly hereditady, * .In the ceremony thelieader hag

to wear a beaver hat with a red plume. After the secreflpgft
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of the meeting, the women who were descended from chiefs were ~ -
I'4 - ’ -

called into the lodg.. ZXach woman had to part her ﬁair an” -

e

"tie 1t buck, painting ths pert reds The men all Wad theim I
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hair roached and wore feathers thfrough the roach. Some

wore leggings bordered with scalp-locks and eale feathers

\

" ‘and on their feet were black moisasins. ‘:Hch‘man*gnd*wohaﬁ—‘~

4 ©

carried the skin of an emgle. [he women férmed in ‘a line

of two aﬁreast béhind the ;eadin: men who wers their nesarest .

relvtives. They all marched out dancing =nd singing and
circled around four times in front of the lodge then back
into the lodwxe and then the women went home. P%quhiefs

feasted and then disbanded.
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The yWar Party

There was a.fixed ritual for the war party which was

-

a kind of wolf soci®ty. Their sod pf ar was a mythicsl

Wolf and a wolfskin was always pléced at the top of a

——

bundle and the Skedee band were to bé‘the‘!olfipebple.

The warrior was to follow the way of the wolf. The wolf-

2990

——skin-wss él%ayshput;uLAJuLsacxed_bundle of the war.parby.

Refo.e. sturting out on the warpath, a ceremony was

" held in the village in ‘which an altar was maie and the bundle -

w.s brought in and placed before the leader, A buffilo = -

" skull was also ploced’ upon the altar. '

’

when the enéhy had been locuted the leaders took the
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party into a thicket and held a ceremony. After this they
) sang songs and 4hen held a council. ifithe‘enemy seemed to

* be numerous they would decide upon what course of action to

take;iwnefher they would decgde they shéuld steal up ~nd

. get ;ff”;itﬁxghé‘horses or~whetﬁer they should make en attsack.
If they decided to make off with the.horses, a <few scouts

were sent to do this and the rest steyed in camp. The

scouts would drive out the horses toward bthe main ‘body of
ﬁarriors in cemp and they would catch as many horses us

'they‘could end would rile away as fhsq‘as they .could.

s

they would ride almosf‘continnoﬁsly,for three days and then

would camp in-a-sheltered plece. Thsn some would hunt while

-
-

the others stood guard, . e T

N

After a good rest‘they would set out for home. s

ot y approached taeir villige they wodld set Jire to the
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gruss to let tiaeir people know that a war varty vwas returi-

—ing, theﬂ wl.en they:cﬁﬁeaneaxzxo—thefviiiage they would paint

)

~ their fuces bluck or'black *nd white,
Phe Socisety of Ledicine Men.

. . ‘4

~ at the sound of the first thunder im Upring, the members

~ -

,Bf the Medicine society, like the keepsrs of oundles, took

uut all their regalia and implements, purvfied tiem 1n the

smudge of sweel grass and.periopmed &.. prescrlbed ceremony.
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'lhe next day the regular ceremony began. ‘lhe alter in the |
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medicine?lodée was prepared and in front of it were placed

—

two sacred loons facing east. Two wooden bowls.were filled .

with blue earth and soot which the members used to paint

%
e

their f2ces. EBach s;de had a buffalo rawhide to beat upon

and about a dozen gourd rwttles wvere at h-md for the use

—

of the danders. After the dancing the regular smoke offering

';was m:de., A herald then went out and invited all who had

*

given presen’s to come with their pipes. :hege;offering o
ceremonies were in reality prayers,

s
. ¢

lfore singing-and dancing was done and'the_ceremony

W.s closed and the presents were divided. rettles of corn
Tt - '

:qgre brought in snd bowls for the feast. Meat was then -

L

Jbrought in and passed around.
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A somewhat similar eerembny was held\in the autumn

but this ceremony was held in & circul:r sheltér of -green

\Doughs.




