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T . ) ‘Article: Masonic Ceremonies.
. The Information below was gathered from 0ld newspaper

accounts of Masonic Ceremonies and is also personal recol-

‘.

lectlons of the Field vVorkek.
/ °
The cornerstone of the Cherokeé National Female 3eminary,
- —_ . . ’ * ) ‘6 ./‘
now the administration building of the Northeastern State
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Ieachers College at Tahleqqaﬁ was laid with masonic cer:monies
on-the 7th day of May, 1889. The origingl Seminary, situated

in the Park I 111 locallty, four milss south of Tehlequah,

-

had b:en destrnyed by fire on ounday a;ternoon, april 10, 1887,
_ du31ness men of Dahlaquah purchased and donated a new site and

1]

. the National uounyll passed en acth establlshlng the second

-

1

seminary at Tehlequah.
4 large number of neople~from throushout the Cherokee:

Mation were in attendance at the laying of the cornsrstone.

among them were several persons who had witnzssed the laying

of .the éornerstone of the old Seminary. at Fark Hill by Prin-

0

01pal Chief thn Ross‘on June 21, 1847.
The Humbers ‘of Cherokee Laige AFo& Aah.,together w1th.

v1sit1ng brethern from other lodses marched from the old
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kasonic Lodge, the building hav1ng been erected in 1805 '*\uk
A-up\the prlncipal street 10 the site of the new building, ¥
¥ ‘tw'?i: 'k'ﬁy(

being- preceded by Robert M. French, the Grand &aster of .
Indian Terrltory, on(horseback. Headinc the long line of
masons in full regalia were Pr1n01pa1 “hlef JOel B, maycs

and @illiam E. Davié}'Prasident of the, Cherokee National

> . -
TN - . -

Board of Educatidn. The Masges were foliowed'by AUNETOUS

vehicles and, pcople on foot. - ',; Tl . oL

L)

Following the laylnc of the cornerstone in the presencé

LY

of a great assepblage, the principal address'of the ddy was

delivered by former Rrincipal Chief, Niiliaﬁ P. Ross, of-

Fort beson, Himself .a- member of the Masonic order Willlmm'.
~7éP. Ross-had in. the early fifties of that (igth) century, ”;:' :.’ -

served as Vorshipful Master of 'the origlnal Cherokse. Loﬂge, ':'

later becoming oonnected wlth the Lodge at Fort Gibson.
The laying of the Female Seminary cornerstone Was one’

~of the® feW“Occaslons upon which Cherokeo Lodge, No, lO

participated in.such a ceremony, for few bulldings were

“\..w

erected during many years whgn Mgsonic cerembnieswﬁere in

'\'5\ ‘e -

order. When the cornerstones of the 5hérokeg National Male

and Femahas@wﬂnaries were laid on the same day (June 21)

“o




" existent in‘iSé?,there is no doubt the cornerstones of the
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in 1847, ‘Bxere was no Masonic Lodge in existence in the entlre

Ind;an‘nerritory and it was not untll 1848 -that the original

3 "s,'

uherokee Lodge, first in the present state of Oklahéma was

organized. and instituted at Tahlsqush. Hed thls Lodge been

Seminaries would Have been laid with the ceremonies of fhé

v

order.' 48" 1t was the Principal Chief wes in chargé of the

.
o

exercises hgld in connection with the laying of the stones.

v —teEm ) e ~ .
May 7, 185;¢$$he_National Seminaries were opened for the

*'ﬁ P

receptioﬁ of students Pﬂd thls‘date was qpproprlatelj ‘selected

for:the laying of the cornerstone of the new building to be v

‘)‘:‘:_y\;m .

erécted at Tahlequah, the capital of’ the Cherokee Nation.\

v

The day was Cl@udl€§s, as had been the day in 1847 when the -

first laying of cornerstones in the Cherokee Nation had been

placed in position as -some of the older pnople recalléds
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