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Well Cleaners.
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A I,iumber of years -ago when bored wells were unknowny
the old time rock-walled wells, some of them guite deep,

_required cleaniné from time to time, (For some unkiown

.

reason such wells were not often furnisﬁedf“ﬁth eoverihg,) -
Not paﬁy cared to descend into the old wells, thap'is

the owners of land upon which the wells were situated,

L

"and sought the services of men w.o had no hesitancy in

descending into the depths.
"One.of the persons often employed to clean wells
. <~

was a colored man of the name of Sam Webbe This man T

.\,

was s0 agile that he-often dispensed with the, usé of a'év‘ﬂ
rope and climbed down the walls of ‘a well? holding to.. -
protruding portions of the stone wall. At other times ke

he steadied hlmself by holdlng to a rope attached to ‘the -

.windlass at the top, Arrived at the bottom of & well, . ‘®

Webber scooped up the accumulated mndsdr obstacles which
had fallen into the water, placed’ the mud and rubﬁish;ih .

!

.
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2 large peil attached to 5§*he rope and signalled that the
bucket 'be drawn upward, ’After an hour or so the well was
thoroughly cleansed and Webber, returning to the top,
stepped out upon the ground énd received the compensation
agreed upon. ’ - ‘ .

| Webber was not troubled with n.erv;s s were que‘ of
theggell 'clea;mrs. "One of them finally declined f:o enter
one of “the old wells, declai-ing'that’whenever he reachéd
the bottom & feeling ceme over him that the walls were

, aé:out ‘to cave in'and cover him beﬁeat;kz, the stones and -
dirt, Webber, however,.l had no hesitaney at all-in enter-

. ing and -desée:dg_nﬁ to the bottom of this wéll, which cld
Edmund Cempbell reéarded with misgiving. Webber, however,

"experienced a bad half hour in énother well,
A .

At the site of the old Park HillMission Home, long

occupied by the family of the Rewersnd Samuel A. Worcestsr,

hiasic}a-ry, there lived another family some'years after the

" ¢lpee of the Civil War, James E. Latta, it seems, was the

-
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man who engaged Webber to clean the well, which was
ninety feet in depth and narrowed toward the bottom.
without hesitancy Webber descended and got along very

well, but when in the most narrow place at -the bottom,

he
or near the bottom/ T&EGe & turn and quickly found hinm-

self wedged between the stone wells. Far upward gleamed
, * 4 ) E ‘
the sunlight,but Webber could neither-descend or ascend.

Time after time he tried to disengage himself but %o no

¥

sffect, for he remained tightl;g’:;fastened. Although

.‘ebber was not fmghtened ke ha&t‘no hesitancy in de=

o

claring that he didn't "feel good" at all. But "he .
_ rema ined cool and Bg! 11y succeeded in turmng in such

maxmer that his.tigh 1y wedged body became disengaged

£y
PO

_and soon he made ‘his way out 'of the deep well and re-

" “gurpned to his home. -

A

Another old-timer w the name of Green .Goff lost

e

his nerve to some extent.and finelly ceased cleaning

-2

wells. In ons of the big 0ld-fashioned wlel\s“;_'so Goff .
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‘asserted, there was to bs found a huge snake which
threshed about in menacing manner in the water. Goff
didn't care to work in close proximity to the alléged
big serpent, and seems to haveheeided that he had bet-
ter quit w;ll cleaning all together. .

Upon the advent oi‘ bored wells the ~old-fashioned
dug wells were 1argeiy sbandoned, but a few of them
remain and are yet used, but well cléaners, such as
Sam Webber ‘anc‘. others of that pericd are seldom heard

( . 4
of in these times, in 1937.

.

Authorities: The men above referred to related their
k2l
experiences. All were old-time colored men who lived

in Tahlequah district.
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