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From the ea r ly f^ait <4' ths nirieteefrth century,* •'

rs'cords"show thai: theCherokeo Tribe w^s tne most --• -.--
• • •

intelligent and, ppogreaaive-of ' the i'ive Civilized- •
/ ' .' .

Tribes. TrlieirTully ~~reaivaedr-eveiir-at^jbiii^^iiime^,

•tliat i t \/&s throuch GLi'istiuwiz^ti^ii and oJ..G-jtion

^niy tiiet Viiey-,- as-y- U'ibe,--couJLd-wsk-; «ii.va-.ceî x.u. '... —

and becoine equal t̂ < their white nei, iibora. in uoint of

civilization. Missionaries fr^^ various churches in

the itorth and-.test .vent-eaaone-^xtr^hcroUeos ana began

preaching and estallisiiiriG schools &J earxy as 1801,-

v?hen the Moravians establisL'ou & ic. „ - a; o^rin^ .I lace,

Georgia, near the-home -T i..r. Joseph Vumi. other de-o..-
inations that v.orked acgpng tiien were the i.reabytei-ianst

Congre^atlbnalists -mid.r.Qthodists. • - ' _ •. ;

In 1817 Brainard Lission <vas established by the Oon-
«« • '

gregationalists, and is perhaps the best knov^.of a l l the

mission schools• However, earlier than tni.t a number of

young Cherokee wen felt the need of school •advtoitajes

• and went into'nearby provinces where .they v/ere able, to .
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attend" schbol. The Cherokee, leaders reali-zed the

good'that was being done~aLe

. -by the kiss i\maries and "gave;* them ak. the co'opera- ; "
" . .A j - x " ' . ". " " A ' • " . ' • • - ••

• t ion ppssibleV They &lso .realized tiu.t the 'effor ts . ; •

af the miasijonViries were, limited by-their means--and

Cherokee a ^Obs-js^ed ak luauront; cr;-vin^

for knowledge an,d tho leaders be^ur: 10 th.nl: in tersiis

of action. In, Ih'do ohe treaty uz-dc provisiou for a y .

system of education xfaeraby a i l cnildr^n could have the • •

same'opportunities and aiao for higher educational ..ori

t L i would i'avor. bly compure will. U1-0 ji.von :H-a..^ru^

stages. 'ijaoA-i ihoco .ho advocated such' u lAoveivSLt ere

•.Boudinot, John ^lidC'3, -.-rchillc. ^Siibn, Saiauaj. i ,ell ,

iiora ted. i-n the treaty of io.̂ D that- v*as in" s t r ic t . .

accordance with Section six, ar t ic le nine, of Uie Con-

sti-cution of the Cherokee Kacion iTiiicn re&a as roxio'.s: '

MReligionj tiorality.and.iinowlwdee beiiiG npcessary Tor • • X

good government, the preservation, l iberty and happiness . ,

of a l l the people,- schools and a l l means of education •

shall be' forever encouraged in this nation and tb that



endj v/e fecorhmend 'th'-t a l l 'jaeaiib >i" e'ducclifexi be i';iven

- full asupport -of a l l .-'legislative boJio'd so far as. $he "

?\£in&tnci-al condition- of tho nation a.Ilo^*"

sly after olis Sreaiy oi loo& "fcuKie. rue

greet

y/......joki5iis , t o t i i e i f W.j\t*-'-r.u. j j . - - - j . . . . i ' t o r . - L . s l i i o s ^ i o n o f i ; r o -

•-, "%vidin£-places GO live^a^d in^rovinj fari;;a i" thoir navv •

.'-h,pme the matter oiT iiciicols tiiat was sx i - l i:;'.-hi —ncis

*.» ''of the loaders be^au to b^ revived, b .- i t >;.. s not unoil

184G that real" action -..a- ^ I.^i. >o jstabliali ^, .^ol^ of

higher education. ' In 1846 t;.e Oiierolie: ^q^u^ LI . assod

an aci prqvidin.;, for the creation of t.,o s; ŝfc: n-cial .

brick buildings and v/ork or ijik.u__ lvi.c\- for Sriei..-..,-as

NT> ,
or three j.bravian brotxrers ...io "haCt co..^ ii»3o oiij in-.i£.v

Territory. They were not a 116' 3d. to f iu \ J : v.e vrork, •

hov/ever, as i t became kno.vn that they wer-o secretly-

preaching their religipus doctrinas "ulir̂ Ufh the country.

They were_ ,;iven notice to leave .the country.at o'nee.

It was some time before another: contract for the work
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was given -mid work on'the. buildings was dplayed. The

:d- three mii^.'sotrtiiB- st- of • "

Tahlequah, and trie 'Iiale Seminary'on© arrl .a h'^if mil.es '

south-west of Tahleciutth-. jilacii building i.aj o:iy 'iLaiurecI .'

•.vid3. P a r t of th&:. ..orJ &.;•-',, s «•»:•..-y uiili. . t r l ;<s3r

g . to ry , a bU . . o w b l ; o r c l i e o on t lu-eo s i ' j u i . . UiJ

v;aro u i l t .^ £Q.J'C t-hl.l:. The erection, of vtiw o

was he ,un In 1847.. I I ' IJ coi-nGi'Svin.j. f. tko ;'"o>.i.',icj
. - ' * ' - • . ' • ' ' ' * •

,v:cs lit id by Chief Jo..u Ross, j\iiw Ll,/1847, anu Uio, build-

in£ was completed in 18bO. Tne I,Ial> viouinary \:i;.s oionpu

I lay."6, 1851, ami tho KeiaLilo oo^/nary tuS) ajxi; a >, kay

7, 185-1. The council ^aatiii;*- ia"cc.t'pl3ar, labO, i^ussed an
• . • • ' . • ' . . . , . • \

.. as \7©ll as &11. other,schools in viia Ci.rsroI-03-j î a

Maintained b; the , in te res t fro..: |unds' iiivestea in xo^isf.

bonds with the.i.nitsd dt-eftos 3ovor^.-3iit. ilia* in-terest was. *r ""'

v>a\ annually and used' exclusively-fo'r ouucGtoonal pur-

poses, .adequate |>r.Gv|;^ion was-ilmd.e for'foq, hundred students '

and tho.required number of "teadrersv .: Board was |5<O0 per* ' ~*

Tmonth, which was added, "oo th school fund . That $um.;pr'o-
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• vidQdvfor ..the student's board, TOO:.., laundry, .heat,. ' .

. .. l ights\ medical care, ' te.̂ b books, and-all necessary •

. s u l l i e s , . fhosJudsnts i'urnislioa bod linou anu blonkyy&j

' '-(bowel's,"coTnforts,und" a l l 'toilat uroicTds"". i-ruviston T7as

-.ads, also, Tor the accoix.od^-cion for f if ty ut.d-n'oj each

ir uao ..itrio^t ^ny •ix̂  JIISU vO "chai.:Scj.lve . or bo th-ir

paronts, \,ers entitled uo - I I a v^uta.jw^ ;;iven Uao bo^jrd-

, ing sirudent^;" "Ihai; oeparTmer.t-r/Ers- dttsi't^-^"^ <*»" ̂ ^ -t^- •" '

digenb dejya rtr.:en-i;. . - ,

' A steward. \/as a^oir-lad by th^. council for eacii scliool

vmose slut;/ i t vr. s to purchase a l l supx-liac, co_lecb the

board due each beru, pay a l l b i l l s , and- e:i:;Aoy a l l ass is t -

ants in the aoiuestie &3pari,uent. Jh-o suuei-intend-jnu'of the

•domestic departiuen^ had eneral 'supervision of the supplies,

disbursed clothing to the s'tuaents -f the indigent depart-*

Blent.~ ITO vis ion ;.vas also raade for a rej.iaiubl'3 physician

to. supervise the health of the student body and look- after

the sanitation.' A matron wiiaauipi.o'intsd1 by bhe council ,

• ' ) ' • ' " - •

whose duty JL t was to sae sh I tlie«roa.is '.ore'leapt in order

•and report a l l i l lness to the doctor, and to assUs-b the

regular nurse, tfhp was also' ap_u)inted by'the co,uncil,in

caring for "the sick.". . o , ' .. • • * - . .
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' II;-had "been' said-tu-1. tho Cherokeos did noShing "•
* • ' • *

by htilves. . After the .compietion oi? ih-2 buildin ;s in

l850! the .lao^b u.̂ iDrfcaaib .^obxj.i. v;-.;a yeu ,o bq solved,' -

of - j3ocurir-i(j competent tenches' xoi-^
For ysars before", the Ohero'.roes ca..o '..es:,, .u bora u> yovin̂

;..un -<f the ti'ibo had bje.i s;ui> ..orth aa. «cs!; *.o colleges,

thus the if.j-.t';er •.!' s a l a d in to-ish-;/^ Tor t»i^ . . a l ; Ja

wac eas ier set.tled tiian th.L r Lno" ychoo'iij :' ^- the ^ i r l s .

The! parents had c.lv/t^/i? hold' »o zLo jJi^u that, ib -/^s a l l •

r igh t for b&ys to ; o a Ion* d is tance I'TQU hofie to actend

school , but g i r l s should be kepc f nea re r 'ho ' ; e . liov/ever,
• •

so.,te g i r l s hau ^one us fur Itorth as it'ov/ j5i land and some

lv:d attended l.vfc. Holyoke at oouth Hadley,, Lassachusetba,

^ interest

in the^uccess of their insti tutions they,above a l l , y/anted**' -

, to "make,1' no mistake in thb selection of leachors. rhey

turned io Lt. Ilolyoke for help, ns the missionaries'who

had labored among che^tjibe in" the 3aat were i'roia the -**. -

Uorth, the Ob.erokees we're faiu'ili&r wiWthoir metnods'bf

* * ' .

teaching: and their* attitude in.general regarding educa-" .

, , tional "work. Kot only did &hose In authority hope to
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> -secure instructors proficient j/n a l l educational uork, • * • *

but in religious work as .voll. Deciding that personal-
' ' ' »

.cont.- ct vfcts the surest iaeans of securing the best, teachers..

tv/o of the leadin,; your;j men of the t r ibe , .iilliai;. Jr.

Ross, ne.phe7.; of Ghier John i^oss,' und Uavia Vaiin >.ere sent

to South Hadley to atlidy tuj plans by w.»icl; ,. t . iio^yoke

./as ..overnod viiu sec\ro. teachers for their o\,n school*
a carefu-L b'oudy, they vvrotu tab *kcti^. .Principal,

t

> • •

Lisa iuary J . Chaf-in, for further infori .acion. This l e t t e r
. p

l'Oiuains' in fclu Historical ^oilecuion â  i..v, Ifolyoko tii

reads' as follows: "Lliss Chavia: 7Je are '.sking you to. e-n-

ga:-|e for us bh--- teaciiers we were lookia^ .'or on the_ occasion

our la ta v i s i t to your, Ins t i tu t ion . •'Jhould yoa think. -.

to take th^a, i t beii^.-. agreeable to thajistjiv-'s, unless •

you have so-^ one in i&infl, i whose a,.e arid e-^cJl'-'ieRce v.ould... . •

be t ter qualify her for the position aa Principal teacher.

The lav/ requires teachers capable of teaching a l l branches

of l i t e ra tu re and science generally taught in the Academies^

of the United States and lone of whom must- also be able To

teach vocal music. The. terms of admission to the school
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are: a good. examination. ;in, Steading and spelling the .*

English language,/in Arit'Acetic,- Geography<and Gramner;.

The sum of eieht hundred d*$lMr$ had been 'ellov/ed^for'.

•the purchase of books and, a l l jiecessary equipment, to"

put the school into operatic*/ ?7it;h' u /enty-five pupils*

the f i r s t year, xjot IQIOWI '̂, \iha; books;-ill be needed

we have, respectfull^, Co request that you,will, .do us

the'favor to'make out L. course of study for four, year's" .'

and let us krT5*w has will bo necessary for the f i rs t

year. ,»e regret" to impose so lauc. on your valuable

time.aiid labor, bui; we have not laio\.n to- vmori else to ' /

apply, but to yourself and-associates for the, inf.on;at:j/on

and assistance we desire. Hoping-, therefore, that you

tuken, ,,e regain yours ~~

r.'ith iiigh regards. '
'-- - \r *-v • - Dayid'

P. Boss.'"

7

that this le t te r asked 7/as fulf i l led. . ;»hen the '

• Seminary at Park.Hill opened, I.ass .alien/ihitmore- caiae

out as Principal teacher and Miss Sarah Worcester came

as her assistant, forking among ohe CherokBes was not - •

a'new thing for Miss iVorcester as'her parents were ' -



' • • ' „ . •

V *v i^rmm'/mjiy 6&h6k&$%miMMiM.'~~'1561.2

'missionaries among tnera'irr .the.Sas:i and she ha<ipbeen • «'

born and reafesl among;them. \<a-. .v'iiliaia Hpsa. v»ent North '•

to acebmgahy. -tlxel-young.Jadi^s'-Oii, t he i r *'es>erh jburnejj 3
- ~ • ; - ; • - ' • • — - - - . . • : - - - C • • • - . _ _ _ . - - ^ — , _ _ . . . ; ^ , _ . . _ _ . , . . ; - . - . . . _ . . . . / _ - _ s ^ .

# v/hich was a great undertakitig-ancr'to ,k some curee weeks .*

The school opened' v«l>h twenty-five youii.; lt;dy pupils .

/Opening day was a. grand occasion. The,, ieooius andTfails

were decorated "with v/ild "azaleas, honey b.ciclo and roses'.'"" .

The Military band-froiu For-t Gibson v,ras on hand,- through

the courtesy of c-enefaj^jSelknap. . ' .- • ^

Lliss »/hitnore's<fstey was sh^ru, 'In response^ to Tier '

.earnest plea, Uiss .Chapin f i l l ed Lhe va-cri.cy she lef t with..*-"-

Lliss rauline ,-.very, v/hon she sent out as* principal teacher.'

The salary of the teachers had been fixed a t ' th i . r ty dollars J :

per month, "including a l l expenses^&hich-?was" considered a'

-f-air salary. . . " • • . ' "

I t 1<vas .the policy of the Board of Education that they •

. follow the working plans of Mount Holyok'e as! "nearly as \ • •

- possible. Tryly the ^er/iale, Seminary could.be called-:tli# • '.

Cherokee daughter of kt.-Hal-yoke. •.,- • : v'.'K":. ^ . .' • --' ,-
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; The r e l i g i o u s l i f e of the' s.tudent body Y/as by no.

• • •/ . m e a n s a secondary-matter . From, the be^inn'inr, churcli

-»r -I-.- -services for every Sunday wox*'3provided, ounday school ' •

- Y'was in regular order each^u.mLv and each uuoil was r e -
- y • •' ?v'

'/•quired .to attend unless prevented by illness. Different
* . * * *

•' . . -ministers were invited -to preach. .In 1854 I/ass jlli-za
" . • • • ' > * . ' ' - r

. • '; • JRbss," niece.of Giiiof^ohn xiosj, join«^i tne faculty.

. ' /->• •;i\i1hei teachers f-rcr.; ,..t» H.lyoke f i t ted t^ewselvey into \fc.;e '

-. •. • -life-, not only of biie schools ^ut-mLo tha co'̂ ....unity l i f e ,'

/' '\ ' "" * / •

• '/ ' as v;eil, and fon^ed lasting, friendships uicon^ the GhoroV.ee:-..
•'•' s : *? ' ; ; ' ''•*. • • • - * ' . .

r? •' ;, -c2L'ss -avery proved to bo just bhe one ,'oo f i l l the place of

principal .teacher and in z l e t t e r tu 'her friends a t i . . t . .

•Holyoke. expressed herself as -beinr^ hi^i ly pleased with • •

^reported the
•.{rf' "'•'-'•" schobl" in a. flourishing condition. .

In-1B54 1/lss Charlotte• RayiuOrid cai;ie out.from Lt . ;

Holyjjke t o ' f i l l the ulace of Assistant Teacher. SvS'tho - .

.student body i^creas'ed ecch year, cdait ional teachers v/e^e <T-

employed, one of the comsion features' of a l l educational - \

V/>;6rk''a^ that time v/ere the public examinations ha ld 'a t •

"the close of each tern , and:ts the resul t of tl
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, the' student fs% grades ./ere re^ul&tod.
t • •

Visitors were invited and welcomed, as a l l instructors '

were, glad ..to shov/ .the' ^regress' of' thoi'r students. ' During .

Kiss 'A very1 s pr incipalsi i ipa ^ b 11 cation* v/&s biic^11 at i?he •
, . • * . . ' ' ' , ' : '

Female Seuinary called' "Ciiuroirce^ Hose Budo", devoted ^o
. • ' ' '

"The ^ood, the-bet.vf-ii:" i , tuo j ' i n e , " Tho a^cono number

vas dated ^u&ust;, '1854. j?lie ye.ar p r io r to Z'a&z tu^ voung'

nen at xiie nals^orair iary .hix^ s t a r t e d &'publication, ' ts:iH-.> - -
4

' - * *

Sequoyaii Mieinorial", eijbudyin^, * Ihe jrincij^lea of "Truth,

.Tusiioo, ^"rejdoi.. of o^osch, ana Ghe/oke^ ij?.|)rov3i^at.lf

Both s^.inarios had .an advanta, ,o uvê g inanjt ins t i tu t ions
' , • »

of thei,r kiiid^i.; that die teachers aî d students lived in «,
the same buiid.ings and ,/ere associatjd bogetiier,- wv.icii v/as.:
. . 4 ' "" ' - - ' •

. * . ^ i

"fcu the a tuden t s . Jiie t eachers also ha a 'di- s .

rection <>f the outside reading courses, a:Ki ono teacher

r "liity each Saturday, in,the library.

Students were admitted at ̂ .the' o.t;e or fourioen, provided

*• 1jhey had passed, .a satisfactory *exa...inal ion ;^iven by, the.

' public s.chool teachs. s, '. . .

The daily ^ror.rcc: Tor oacU school v/as as .follows:

• . Students Hisiri". Bell;......_ 5:L>u k. £..
. , • ' • Study Kail............ V......".6:00 -^?:00
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. .
8

• . • Breakfast and 'detail;..... .1.7.- 8:30 -
Chapel Exercises..,,..-......8:30 - 9:00

\ Recitation^....,.',,. ..,̂ ,..';..v̂  - 12 *•
' • Moon ilour.» .....,.i -....12- 2:oO P. !.•;.

Recitations *• ;2 ~ 4
( .. . Military t)rill V. ..*... ,4 - 4: Uc

. S u p p e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . »...5 ' .
•*' dtudy H a l l ' . . . . . . , . r . . . ; . . . . .C:4o -.o:4L

. i ' i rs t rtefcirinf; i i e l l . . . . . . . . . 9 * -

•JGcond-Retirinr 3 e l l j . . . . . . . 3 :15

Jhe schools v/^rj Choro',..iili ruded, and u tliroe

years preparatory co .rs'J. v.&o rouaired before jnterir
th-3 oJiUnary ;,orlv proper.; -ii'3 f ir:r.- year .-or.: consilted

of .Xenrnanship, Bio-etica,,» ^jaainc, aritiL:o,ie, ^ography,

~iSnglish composition, ttistory ani- steJLlii^. advanced '.vork

in each-sabje-ct r/ej^ iven in second'and th i rd years^'

Sie £irsfV fear of ~h«j academic je\.ertncXi\, v/ork consisted
» • , . • • • • . /

t of" Latin-, English $rai.3iabr, geography, anaian.t iiia tory,

V or i til at i c , algebra, physical
• • " - * ' • ^ \ . • , • • -

• g e o g r a p h y a n d p h i l o s o p h y ^ — I n t h o j o p l i o i u o r e - ; r e a r t h e f b l l o w -

'-.ijaig subjects v/ere iven; ancient languages, analysis, ' .
t - • i • . . . . • • • .

r^ Jiaglish^ rhetoric, laesar,-in'.Jish; his Lory,-algebra,. " .
1 geo.A.et-ry*/ chemistry .̂nd natur. 1 liiiloooiiy.^'in the tiiird"

, . , • - , , , ' ^

.'\'-o'r Junior ye^r, ' tha subjects ^iven ;.'ere aiicl-ent l-aigua£;es, '

- "picero-, pvi,d '̂  j^Qydidvss, .oa-erri language., JTr.ench, German

-'• JSngli'sh Liteiv, uure, --uericun LitefaoU*re,, ..aental science,

•«

•
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ixil.iticul^c'^ni. .y, ;.: raX phiiosoi-hy,

of.'ered uncleL-t langu^es , Virci l , .io*

1*ii oi- ̂ uuicr yu

.-'j juivy, modern

-science, L.enU-! tfo\ioso..ay,theoi>gyt i.

in •, 3a lc ; lu j , . s - r .u • y, ipo-Io.y. ..

strui. hi, courses . i^ ' . J.O C-J, i1: ,'SYJO* ..

vsaa ..o-reoo vsaa ..

^-.oon.. huvi,:-

usually com'erred by oiUtf- i:iso~.z -iu.is cJ UI..J a^.^ r^u:

"' ^ .-.fter havl.a b'j-ja in o jr. ;io::-/i:"or s - . . .iv-o yours-.,
••*• . ,.

botii oo4ru*n&r1ys;;"Y.C'r.s ^'wrced Jc^ c-o
-'» • • ^

of lack of funds.' x'li3 .: elo ..aMn&ry clv-a.-G. v

h. 1856, on-wccjoui

135G, and t;h-.j Je.^li , or JJ1.J r r.iv:-.fa

EO,

l l . tori-

During the fine tho' schools ./Gr«) in o^er-tion, no

i ' e .v/as lost ia Aro;cri-cc G1:C?JS for ;;ruduation. 2he

first class -was ready.,"in 1855,

•four years course hear-be.Ti cer,i

class of one jercale

that the z"y ul;xi-

3i6 members of the

:y In i''eBrm.:ry, 1355:

cy LoFoiTestar., Catherine Hastings,• Lucy Lonery doyt,'Amanda

wcCoy, Î annie ratrick, ifennie Hider, Sallie Eider, Lartha
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- ,/ilson, Charlotte (Jandy and Liartha Gundy, . • • .-•

.. 'Graduates of female. Seminary in 1856 were: Liary

3.ilen Adai-r, i)liza Ilissouri ^ushyheuu, Elizabeth Ann

Duncan, Victoria.ousan Hicks, Kannie iiolmss, i.

i.ic^air, ^-^rr;er&t Lavinia itogers', ^labfii.ia Elizabeth

Schrii.isiier, .:ar3ilia Kan ^houpson, .x,ry Bqlilali Ys-̂ n,

Sallio.Josephine 7 a ^ i t , ^tti-olia wiitin", cuia v...x. ..ilson.

r Graduates'- of- t£VLIal'/~"3ei,-dnary i'n ISb^Traro: "Dr. * -

^hoiJ son ^dair , '.."iiliui.. Robert ,t •erica, .viiiiai.;

,'.Toel 3ry- u ;..^, -Js,-3i«ujL.in ... iTott-j Jonkins -

.j'hitesiues Haxi'ielA, ^oni'oe Ca-ivin ^ey."J} Daniel ^ushy-

head, Jai;ies i-t.-iicurd, DarJ.ol Joss ;:icks, &kxiii. e l l.in,. •

Riley, Charles C{-i.v>bell *Iolt, Jonathan 4iley,- Josiiua

Ross, Robert Taylor ar;d David Luculler Vann.

Graduates of the I.:ale oeminary in 1856 were:

Joseph. Franklin nionipson, Davio H. Vann, Bl^i'ord .»ast.

l i be r ty , Isaac J3ro\rn Ili-tchGOcI:, JeTfit;e: Clinton Lipe,

Ge, rgo .lasliTngton Ber^je, Allison .lOodville Ti^beriake,

Chc-.rl3s H. Hicks,'John Lafayette ' ^da i r , Dennis rfolf

• Busliyhead, John Ticnooly Aduir, Augustus y&'iin ii'diaonson, •

George Oi'ew, George .*f.sh.iii(r/Don Nave, '' .Fox, tfilliam.
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, w» O u ^ b e l l ; George i»¥«s:ilr4;ton Gun«ar, rfilliEsif^li/ri

D^via, Jer3n-iah Jveret^e i.''are,..u, i.oyos C'tfry.e,

• '• Benjamin . . ia tor Carts

aa 53if:inurie .ei'.i ' no f r

i-svt'n'oisa -A. i t • 'j i:o'j

in the

i . 1379 tliut' ss

ay lor ;JK< iuatioii ;^"ain. ..li.-ii tlio

cLsir o •: . uvicn ^ S J ; uh cio:.

Jounu j in u ij

ci;/ellin-;s for »h ii. d been dJLvi'

stock d--iven uf-f by tii : Invudir. M I . / fro .

f i e l d s oveiY-^orar ./i«h ..'Qscis -c.ua ai*dei;..i*-isii evsn

i n ' t h e i r poverty cno_ did n . i for-/JZ Z..S . . .CS; iiK

thin;- in their nation -.tLc>« _f schools, ^nu ths^ sot about .

Jko^r^aj^airijzLa^tiiA^^^^

'Lit. Ilolyolce to' aend -tiM/rrteachers. .-̂ 11011̂  those. v?uo r e -

in 1S7§' to the call »as Mis^ Florence ,,ilson, ^

youn^ graduate i'roLi that institution, olie served a>s •.

principal teacher until 19*.OL, 'jhen she rebired. Another

who. ca...e in 1873 Y,'as l.iss Addie Moyse, who reraained for

some two., years* • • . .

The f i r s t graduating class of .the i'emale seminary
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• a f t e r it was reopened was January 27, 1879, and was com-,

posed, of Isabelle Cobb, a iiudicai -aocbcr no.-, l iving in

Tennessee, and Vann Steele, deceased-. ^^-^

'•On June. 27, 1879, the following were graduated"from

•the jj^male aeiainary: Annt Cosa ^rci-er, Dannie blythe, and

Elisabeth U2i^herty»

Th3 Male o3...inary he.̂  i.o . ru .uav-s n t i i '188L and ..

they were harva^- wait Shelton and Geor e Javia . i l l i a u s .
\ • • •

The graduates of l188<i were: Jillitu-.. . ,irt Hastings',

Jefferson Thompson .parks,, and Jil i iar^4'ressley Thompson.

• In.1887, or* .ftpril 10, the i'eaale S3.,;inary building

v/as to ta l ly destroyed by f i r e . Plans for the orecticn of

a new building to be located in the north section of Taiir .

an and, a ne'w substantial three story briek
building was started November S', 1887,' and completed.

18} 1S89, being dedicated" L.ay 5, 1869. . • ,

The-Gherokeas were' jus t ly uroud vf their educational

institutions," as" well as other t i l i ng belonging to tiidUP

nat ion and ;.?ere a hapjxy, prosperous people,\ jrfut-'the in-
• - • • • \

satiable greed of-the white people' prevailed and sections

of land v/ere opened to whit©" settlement and [finally the-



J .: • '

ROBINSON,- |)UA. CHjSROKJSlii:-SmiMieo* • 13812. ' ' * " • .

. , ' . • • • * • • - ' • . • ' • •

Indian .Territory xi^oper, with wklahoroa Territory, was, ad- i
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v
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mi tted to Statehovd in 190?o I t had, bjen th'j proud boast x-f i

of the Cherokees that they .vere able to nainti iii their

educational syste.. "which was their o«n^ without" o-dvioe

or interference i r a i tho nited Jtates Govern, ent tiirough

the Indicr. Departi.eix'- :.i .tshin^ton.. JI.J ..orlc of the

e Jeminary v/ern, on" in JiDir n-.v ho -J un-cil statehood,

the property i?as iiold :oo tli.3 st^ zo. or vklahb.̂ a-. i t

i:l/.'E.ys bsen in fch^-iainds of th-i le-.ders of tho nation

to train and educate .their yomr generation so ;»hen those

a.- positions -f trust retired there v.ould be others to f i l l

the places, i»nong' those who were attendant a at the i.kle-—-t
r~ '

Seninary v/ho in l^ter yeurs have proven^ tl*ex,iselves capable*

of leadership are .judge c. K." P. 3re;ver, the late ^'illiam
' J i r t Hastings and iaany o thers ?;ho have f i l l e d hi^h pos i t ions

in- the government of- the nev. str. Caas rrell as tlva na t ioni •

, "Jith the c los in^ of the t r i b a l a f f a i r s wf the' Cherolcees ..and
" • . . ' • A

the abolishment of their school system, v;as brought to' a

closes the exist3nas .of- a government 'Of the happiest, aost ;
\ • ' • . •

contented and prosperous people ever .in existence.


