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I was born in 1857 in Tishomingo county, Mississippi.
I came to the Indian Territory in 1885 and settled in
Younger Bend community on Canadlan river about four
miles west of where the town of Briartown is now adoat-
ed. The country was very sparcly settled in those
days. The old Tom Starr place was the most prominent
settlement in thié vieinity at that time, aend there
were only three settlers between Younger Bend and
Muskogee, they were, Sam Devig' place which was about
four miles northwest of the present site ¢f Porunm,
Johngson Foreman, who lived about Y miles north of
Porum and Tom Monroe, his place being located about
one mile west of the present site of Warmer. Other
than those three places the entire country was all
open renge and the cattle busines: was very profit-
able., As to farming, our princirz. crop was corn
and we always disposed of our surplus farm products
to the cattlemen.

GAME

There were lots of game in this country when I

first came here. I have peen as many as a hundred
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Qﬁld turkey in one bunch., We ggalq generally hunt them
at night, watch for their rooaééaandgahoot then by the
moon light, buf would never kill more than we needed.
There were also plenty of deer, I have seen ag many
as twenty or more in a herd but we would never kill
but one at a time and divide 1t up with the neighbors
'and in that way we woulc. always have fregh venison.
Prairie chicken were too numerous to tell abgé; for -
if I should tell of hoy they at that time ab@hnded
in this country people that never saw this equntry
in those days would not believe my story. .

The first killing I remember in this viéél}uty
after I ceme here was the killing of John Sweedesd,
who had settled where the town of Stigler is now
located. He settled there about 1883 and resided
there untii 1886 when he was killed by & man by the
name of Willard at hls home, which stood about where
the center of the town is today. Sim Stigler after-
wards came in possessiﬁn of the Sweeden claim and
retained the property until the town of Stigler was
established.
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I became acquainted with Sam Starr and his wife,
BelleStarr, when I first came to the Indlan Territory
as I reated a place from them the first year I was
here and all our business transactions were always
satisfaotory, and during my four years acquaintance
with them, until she was killed in 1889 I never saw
anything in her 1ife that caused me to think she was

g bad womexn.,
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