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Hennie Lee Bumns,
Investigator,
March 31, 1938,

An Interview With Andrew J. Hawkins,
Commerce, Oklahomn.

Hy father was Tom Hawkins, a native of North Carolina,

7 end my mother was Rabscca Hawkins nee Linder born in Ten-
nesses, After their marriage they started weat and when
they were iraveling through the ¢country where Memphis, Ten-
nessee now stands, Father was offered ane hundred end sixty
a_cresl of land there for en Indiem pony. They traveled on
southward and settled in Marshall County, Mississippi.

Here Father purchased three seetiocns of land for 25 cents
per acra., later hs =old the east and the west sgetion kesp-
ipfg the middle secticn for our home and here I, the next to

_____ths youngest of the family, was born April 5, 1849. Grand-

father Hawkins who lived in Releigh, Miassissippi, was the
omer of a large number of glaves but my father did not

/  have 80 many. Our home was built of logs and had a clap-
board roof and hers in the upper room where we boys slept,
we could see the ;;reat rafters overhead., Our slaves had

snall log houses in the back yard and thay had the sane
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food to eat that we did and the sawe clothing wnd ve

boys worked along side of thews Ve lived vell; Father

would kill twenty or more hogs =t & singie time. /

In addition to cur cottun, corn, bariey, ctc., ve
that
5 Ciay/res net scld or

" ralsed mith wheat =ad the

was notfsaved {c1r sued the cownin se.r wau 1 kewn to the
merchant £ill amrd sround snd the flour, sherits ond bran
were hguled ho.a for fawlly use. ®e had good schocls im
those days and I was st.rted to school before 1 was hzrge‘
enouzh to go iloue s0 one of the darkies »as sent aiong

with ne each dus. We had what would bs cailed a plantation.
We had lerge orcha.ds and lived very eomfortably.  Our
clothes vere made largely al home as mueh spinning and

woeaving was dore in the hoes in those doyse Our shoss

vere made by the local shoe. .akers. They ware eaufortable
. that

but dwring the war, we had some shoos mads of leather/nad
pot boeh teuRéd Jusi Iighe aud whsa w0 R6TS Lhsle shlco
and they zot wet, they bLegan to stretch snd became very
Uize I was fortunate in wy instructors as &t one time I

was a pupil of the famous educaior, Den Brown,from Illinois,



and at another tﬁp of Jim Cox and even today I am a

gaod speller and man\yor around me ask me how to
spell 'oras. Ky rathw disl] when I was nine years oid

and soon af%er his death\ye ved to North Louiaiana

“—and-helpsd-on—the farm or plantatianr a5

gix hundréd acres which we Parm

We were prosperoug and the weklth of the Scuth was

in its cottpn-, miles and negroes. the War dbroke out
gins iere full of cotton. No more cotton was sold and
what was rajeed during the War was stored and gfter the
clqn of the Wayr was so0ld for $1.00 a pound.As far South
as ¥8 lived we did not suffer the raids thit they daid els?-—
whers and were ablo’to Tesume our farming though we were

minus our darkies. Three darkies #till d with us

Ianuateaintha Civil War when I was fifiteen s old
m tho Eighth Gawairy of Louisiaaa. Ry sevenr oléer

brothors were 2li in service. I was a Courlier or you
' ‘would understand 1t bstter to say a Ressenger ‘Boy ang I
saw more service at the battle of Hansfield than elsewhere
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I carried & message to the wagon trains to retreat to a
‘place four to six miles wsstward as it looked as though
our army would be foresd to f;troat and they begen to
move rapidly but our army was saved when General Banks

after boins told by a negro that the river was goingécwn-

so rapidly that soon the boats in which his men had been
Srcught up the river wounld be cut off and stranded ordered
& fast retreat to save his suprlies. Before this move was
observed however, our commander General Muton had posted a
white flag to confer with him a:mi surrenper and as his men
went forward with him they were fired upon and the Sonthorn
soldiers returned the firc and so sudden ana unexpecte& ¥as
this fire that they captured twentiysfive hundred blae~coats

that by their general's orders to retreat knew not what to

“expect. Our defense here wes behind a rail barricads,

There were several rail tcncos ranning east and west and as
the Fedsralu were coming from the west, these feucss wers
quickly moved in front of our men and were cur breastworks.

I went along when these prismers were taken to Tyler, Texas,

to a prison eamp and hore tha prisoners met many of their
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old friends and comrades and sll seemed glad to ses each
other again, Here the esnp was clean and neat and con-
gisted of little houses bduilt over tweuty acres of ground;
there was & big spring there. ’

¥e remalned in Louisisna until Mother's death in

1872 when I ceme to Texas.  After the War closed, we
went back home snd considered the War over, but the South
was to be MB&rassed farther by the carpet bagger. These
men who came into our country would go about: the comiry
talking to the negroes snd an information cbtained from

them would search the homes of persons unjustly and thus

. eause mmch bitterness that might have been avoided by -a

Just courss.

!otmnmwsago.lnevhimginlmmdan
me

-t
- e

[ -

0ld msn cams to the dinner ziven /wearing the blue coat of

the Unfon Army sud during the dinner he turned to m =d

said, "Hawkins, don’t you go to ahooiing off your head®.
I looked at bim in sstonistment as I replied, *I thought
that the was was over, but if you went $o meet heroines
and heroes go Southe If the cornbread had held out we

would still be fighting®.
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After I weut to Texas, I was a photographer and in .
this same year, 1872, I married Sallle P. Pearcy a native
of Virginja at Paris, Texas. Soon we turned our atﬂl;antion
to farming to which I gave my e:_xtm attention until 1896

;‘!riien I was elected sheriff of San S&ba County. At this \
time thers were two factions in this ecounty, the ﬁob end
the Anti-Mob Paction. Ths election wa. bitterly fought
and a man who had driven from Red River with barrels of
water in his wagon was shot and kilied by the Mob-faction
and this caused the Distriet Judge to call the Texas Rangers
ﬁ_'rera. This was the state of affairs when J. $ook office
and I said , "Hhatever tho causs maype during my term of
officé I shell endeavor to see that no ode is killed in

this county.” Ny attitude aroused the Ea:ibers 8o mich that

e

v I"!aa defeated anly by the skin of my teeth in tie next
election. It was during uy berm of office thafDode Mesns
- had gottea inlo bad oS¥ipamy and stolen some estile and
wﬁotothglndim country and I ecame after him, He was
at Paoli about four miles from Ardmore. The United Staies .
' Harshal accompanied by $wo other msa went with me and when
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we reached the small house whers Dode was staying it was

dark end one men was placed at each side of the houss and |

the marshal and myself entered & amall room where thers ﬂ

were fourteen persons. Trazedy was narrowly averted for
___after we had eatersd in the dark, the mershal struck a

match and in the 1ight, Dode recognized me and sprang

fmickl.y to shake hands with me and the marshal misunder-

atanding drew his gun but it was wet and it stuck, only

last surmer 'I visited Sen Ssba County ard wes surprised to

be so well rmbar;d. Among thoss who cams to shake hands

with me at & picniC was Dode, I aid not remember him and

be reminded me that I should remember Mim as I hed hed him

in jail seven times when I was sheriff, During my life in

Taxas, I had but cne expsrience with the Indians and that

was at Garrett?s Bluff on Red River. An Indian came %0

the river riding a fine pony followed by a colt amd when

they resched ihe bank the poay &rsmk thirasily and s f5=
~ _minutes later foll dead, The Indien cams Geross the river

1a o .boat swimming the colt over and I %raded him & bottle
of whi skey which ?e what he wanted for the colt, Also
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shile T wag sheriff, I went to Tombstome, Arizoma for
I1se Wright and lived on peaches 2 part of the way out.
i breught him back and he repaid me aftervards by pre-
venting a jail break by placing himself in the brsak and
sending me word while he held the other; back, He was
killed later in Arizona whils chesing cutlaws,

Leaving Texas in 1901 we drove thromzh to Arizons S
with mile teams and later while traveling for a land
company made our homs in Fort Madison, Iowa. Coning to
ihia state in 1908, we s‘ottled in Johnston Cowmty and
farmad until I cams with my sm to comee.' tventy~one
years of age. My wife having died, I mede my home with
ime of my seven children; we ran 2 hotel for a whils and
than we entersd the grocery business cn North Main Street
here whare we continued for fiftesn years but the depres-

T e ———

M

gim hit z;s mﬁmm&m MAML“_“M
farniture. |



