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6ever&l years after the ‘close of the Civil Var, bills .

were introduced from time to “+time in Congress, havi&k for ®

their opject the ere;}don,of a territorial form of govern-

# .
ment for the Indian Territory. Little consideration was

I ’ .

manifeéte@ for the welfare of the various tribes and natious

n )

‘of Indians'occupying the tefrltbry, and as & consequeunce

. e
much uneasiness prevalled‘aﬁbng the Indians.

Soms citizens of the Cherokee Ngtioh favored the pro-

vosed change in government, but 8 largé ma jority was greatly
~ % .

opposea to:it. There were times when it seemed that one of

e

the objectionable bills would be passed, but the interests

of the Cherokees, as well as of other Indians, were aﬁly

defended aﬁd the tribal governments continued for some

’“years;'orﬁuntil‘the‘&afiéusttribés'ﬁeré”moré‘réady for

v

allotment of lands and the advéit of state government.

"It was during the egrly portion of the decade of the

seventies that an organization which has been called the

“"Secret Couneil came into notice, and continued in exist-

erce for a number of years. The principal object of this

secret organization was the discouragemcnt of any sffort ome

‘ the part of Cherokee citizens to_aid o engourag§ in any *
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menner the'qgntimcnt tn,?avoi of opening the Indian lands.
) o )

The Gherokee laws strictly prohibited citizens of that
natiqn'from taking ﬁart in gnyhplaﬁs or’p;gotiationa naving
;F'view the opéning of landg to outside sett%grs; or ?or
xh; sale oflland, ‘Thpse who ignored the laws t0 some extent .
in advocatigg a changg! were regarded as little less than
traitors: *

Several of those‘who were known to favor the prOposed
territorial form of government lived at’ Tbhlequah or in its
vicinity, and against these persons the "Secret Council” mani-
fested gtern opposition. One of the agitators was shot and
serioust;woundeﬂ by a person who had buen delegated to do so
by the secret organization., Other agitators)fearigg the_ ‘

vengeance of the secret organization, fled to distent sec-

tions and remained until conditions beoame more setfle.

Several mysterlous acts of violence were said to have

——————— e e e —

been the result of orders givei by the chief captain of the

———

Secret Council”., Members of the council considered and

cided whether or not persons suspected of treacherous

3 ' ,
ts, deserved severe punishment.

\
- \

passed those who had once been members, died.,one by one

Eventually the Secret Courizil disbanded; .as the ygh:s
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until at this period.none so far as is known are alﬂVe.

| Peadquarters ot the organization were among the wood—
‘lends near Fourteen Mile Creek. :
| Prospective members were subjected to elosc question-
ing, and if round satisfactory were initiated and given

signe and pass words. After having taken 'an "iron-cldd"
® ‘ :
oath each new member was required to deposit the sum .of

PO

twenty~five cqnts with phé treasurer. He was~then informe
ed that the silver coin would be ﬁéed to ﬁurchase ammu-
nition for the firearms whiﬁh would be used in his exeéu—
tion in case hs,disregarded his ;atn of allegiance to the
-"éacreg*Couhoil";"*

Authority: Mre. S. W. Ross of Park Hill and the
writer of this manuseript have known the facts above set
forth for many years and have discussed the sameé with the
late J. M. Frendh ‘long a resident at Tahlequah., Also
with John M. Smith, a white man, who asserted that he was
the only white man ever to become a member of the organize
ation., In this way the sub ject matter i? well authentica-

“ted, - \
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