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Interview with Mr. R, J, Barri/
of North 9th Street, Frederiok,
Oklahonma.

I was bora {n Germemy ia July 1883, but I
came to America amd located in Ohio whem a boy.

I att.rvard; lived ia Illinois and mowd to Texas
and them moved to Frederiok August 1, 1905,

I came to Frederick for the purpose of
establisking a cottonm gim, which I did soon after
¢ came, At that time this was the oaly gim in this
locality snd we had to run.niglt and day. Four \
years later amother gin was cs!‘\}igiod.

In 1906 Mr. Foster and.;ylolf established a
1i;ht plant together with the gim with a capital of"
$30,000. §h0~ofticitla were s follows: J. T. le‘ly,
President, Mr. Hart Vice-President; 5. J. Matais,
secretary, end I was tressurer and mamager. Ia ofty
lighting tais plent has & good recdrd, having lost
but two nights rua from the time we started it. at
first we charged e}ghiool cents K.W., then came dowan
to fifteen cents. We also Mad a flat rate which was
$1.25 par month for individuels, Those Who u;ed

more received a discount. We omly used this plam

three or -four monthks because it caused hard feclings.
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We thea put ix meters. People were afraid they
were being ropboa. ' @

Tho'buildilz of the company wes located
or & two and ome-half acre plot of ¢roun§ by a fine
artifiosl leke. Later a large light and powsr house
- was bullt and squipped with what at that time wa;
the nrewest and wmost modera machinery et e cost of
$20,000,

Yo furaished lights to imdustries and homes
of the city and the system mede it oue or_the best
plants of the kind im the country im the early
years. It was really a hard propositiom as the people
were mot accustomed to electricity.

e kept this plant fifteen years, them sold

it to the city of Frederick for $30,000.



