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ROSS,; ELIZABETH - OLD BURYING' GROUND - 7489. "
Elizsbeth Ross, : O
“Interviewer, - '

September, 11, }937.

, ~ ‘&' 01d Burjing Ground.
THe 0ld Pdrk Hill‘buryiné'grouhd, sometiﬁes calléd_
the old Miss{én gféve&érd; has lain aéandoned and nég-

lected many &ears. It is possible that interments
were msde in the spot a number of years before the
mterm.Pa;k.Hill was first used more than one, hundred
years agoe The\greater'number Qf gravés.are now tctal-
1y obliterated.b Some had been properly marked Q%ﬁh
headstones bu%—po;t of these ha%e been -shattered into

fragments, as cattle and horses wandered throh§h the un-

fenced tract of woodland in which the burial pf&ie was

-
\

s%tua;éd. R o .' . .
In_somewhatrrepent‘yearb? howéfer,*the ﬁ;odl&nd ;
has bqgg cleéredtaway aad tﬁe land pleced in cultivation.
Thq'plgwshares'havé in some iLstances obliterated soﬁe of
+ the forgotten grafes. Were it mot for the fact that the

graves of the Reverend Semuel £, Worcester, D. D. and

some of the members of his family, end of early day teach-

ers in the vld mission school are protected by an iron

fencé, all‘these graves would.now be obliterated.

.
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The old bur?ing grounﬁ lies e'sggyp distanée ,
porth of thé site?@pon wﬂich.once_stdbd the wéoden e,
‘builaing utilized &s‘; chu?ch by the Reverend .
Steﬁhen Fcrem&n; Présb&terian Miniéter, assistant
B %rqm 1839 until 1859 of the Reverend Df; Worcester

' in his trafsdetion of the Bacred Scriptures-into the

,.

Cherokee language. In this wooden building was

+

"established the Park HIll\E%esb&terian Mission School

. . . 4 ¢ ".'". .
in September, 1884, *© - LT

r-

Some 'members of thé Revérend Mr. Foreman's family
lie in ,the 0ld burying ground., His son,. Austin Wor-

cester Foreman, accfﬁéntglly,shot and killed in Jaﬁﬁar&

1855;”is:buried,there,,and so isuEpmina,Nash’Foreman,w,77,:,,WWfri

sixteen year old-daughter, who died in June, 1855, A
few years after the close of the Civil War the Reverend
Stephen Fo;eman laid out a family burial plot a quarter

mile west of .the old burying ground and wes there buried

in December, 188l. The family plet in course of years

developed into the Park Hill cemetery of today. - ¢
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Buried within tHe Worce&ter plot besides
himself and members of his femily) are Caleb
Fovel, once & teacher at Dwight Missi?n; Miss
Nency Thompson, once a teacher in theheariy'day
Park Hill Mission, which was maintainéd by the
4mericah Board of Boston, Massachusetts; Mrs. . |
_‘Nénci Brown Hitchcock ("Grandma Eitchecoek?), long-u
connected with old Dwight Mission, who died at
Park Hill, It was the request of “"Grandma Hitch- .
cock"; it has been related, that she be buried in
a graveé lying north «nd south at the foot of ?hé
greves, of Dr. Wb?chster end his first and second
wives, Mrs. Ann Orr Worcester, who died in 1840,
aged férty years is buried hers, and Mrs, Ermina
Nash Worszester, who died in 1872, aged seventy-two
years. Dr. Worcester died April 20, 1859, aged
-gixty-one years.
It was in the Worcester plot that the late T
Miss Alice Robertson often‘said that she desired
to be burieq),near the graves of her father and

mother and other members of the family,
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' Somewhat ;ecently two tombstones which once

marked graves om tihe EHiside of the Worcester plot

o
s

have been placed on the inside of the iron fence,
presumably by some person having no knowledge ofithe
£istory of the ¢ld burying ground,. Immediastely west
of the iron fence tﬁere are éhrea graves covered with
heavy sandstone slabs. One of the graves is that of
Elias Boudinot, Tirst Indian editor, buried June 25,
1839, The occupants of the two other grsves ére un=-
known, ; |
" Agthorities: - K

¥

] - Reverend Stephen Fpr;man, Miss Alice
Robertson, W. H. Balentine, senior, all deeegsed;

, : p .
but their recollections are kmown; also ..S. Whittmore,
Tahlequah)to whom Miss Robertson sg%d she woulq bé

buried with Ber relatives,



