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Two white .marble busts1, one of Sequoyah, or ^eorge

ruess ,-or iginator of the Cherokee alphabet, and the other
»

'of John Ross, rin'cipe-" Chief of tfce Cherokee nation, \ ere

long preserved at the Cherokee ;.ati-nai Female seminary et

\ %* Park • i T , and."»i-ter at tt:<* nev/ seminary i n Tah">.«quah,--

The busts were executed by i ss T'innie .-teait*, ^eter Vrs.

Edi: , -Koxie;-w:io maintained u studio et ^'ashi

D. C , fo^-e-number of years. • • . . . .

'. • 'SB Doth,sub-je'cts -hsd been eeed f&r- soiae years v.hen

i;iss Reaaijbe^an her career as a sculptress at rashir.£>fori-,

'she g a i n e T W iaf^r^. t ion coucen:ing f i e i r

• ' . , • ' -Nfror: p ic tures . . A fine likeness" of^SequoVah was found' in

' • a vo^uvth'reiatins 'to Indten t r ibes and leaders , tne ,

•^ authors of'Vnteh vere ^cEinney and }W.. Th,e original

••--• • pcrtrait 'of-Secuayah, painted ; i . 1323 by.cnsrTes R. King

was s^so* accessible, in'-the ".677*17 of the -er. Dep

x ' -A -number of likenesses of John. Ross were

^ . "According to Cherokee cit izens of bygo;he years v*o per- •

' - '. sohatly knew both Sequo'y^h and -Tohn Ross, the busts. a,re:.-
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excellent"representations of these noted ^embers of

the Cherokee -Natton.

I t is probabi©"thet the visit of Sequoyah to

Washington vas the on<y occasion ^n His Ufetime that*

he had opportunity of viewing the capita"1 of the 'Jni-

-ted StatesV "36""wosTa"Tî ruBef "of'"a deTeT&tioh'froBi the

western Cherokee nation, the lands occupied by their.

: beir^ situated between the Thite and Arkansas -Rivers.

, Several other proruinent Western -Cherokees were-dele-

gates with Sequoyah. "ajsiness of imrortance r.ade

'necessary their journey to Washington, mi le there the

delegation was called upon to sign e treaty, often

-" celled the treaty of 182S, under the terms of which

; j h i Mstern group agreed "to relinquish/ the J_endss_ aown_ •.

•in Arkansap-.Territory anc-remove-tagthjgr west into a

^"region which ^ater became ce^ed the Indian Territory..

%#e deie^tes did -not'wish, to sig^i the treaty, but

' • were subjected to such^essure from the War Depart-

sut. haying ,

afraid to reV;_rn;-fe-their hories. A

\B% of.'the western Cherokees forbade iMi-signing .of a
<> . " ' ' • ' . ' . ' • '

treaty or agreement .of any kind wit'hout,^u||ority of
:t^. •:•
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. th"e general Council. ""Any. delegate or individual sign-

• ing an unauthorized treaty was regarded as guil ty of

treason* subject .to the death penalty.

The Secretary of War, however, prepared a written

message which informed the western Cherokees that the
f

members of the delegation had been competed to sign

the treety and were not guilty of a treasonable ac t .

The delegation then returned home and were not mo">est-

' ed. Rut the be l i e f v;as enterteined"~by many that the

members'of the "delegation received good-sized surrs of

money as an inducement to agree to end sign the . t rea ty

• of 1888, BO i t has been related. - . •

The best pictures in existence of Sequoyah are

""V"those -whichTh&ve 'been copied from pictures of "the

•inal painting in Washington. Some por t r a i t s by

amateiir a r t i s t s ' a r e excellent and some are very poor.

Photographs nede from some of the l a t t e r bear sins'11.

resemblance to genuine likenesses of the subject.

unknown UlTeTD-lcee

1 have posed ^as n.ade'several decades ego. There was

only one po r t r a i t ever Wade of Sequoyah, .that of .-1828
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which shows him-without vestige of beard or mustache,

but the photograph mentioned depicts a bony-faced • •

man wearing a small'mustache.

( Mote : The teachers of Cherokee National Schools
met in Tahlequuh in the summer of each year to npend
several days discussing methods of teaching as well
as other matters of interest -nd importance to the
.teachers. Williaia P. Hoss was president of the wher-.
okee Liational ioard of education several years at in-
tervals, end -was included among those «ho addressed
the assembled teachers on several accasions. • .

As a delegate on behalf of the Cherokee Nation,
Mr. Hoss visited Washington ov^ several occasions , and
after one of these visits in an, address before the
-Teacher's Institute he-suid, " I saw an artist, model- .
ing a bust* -»-he artist was i>;iss Vinnie .-.earn., whose
Abraham i-icoin holds.a conspicuous position in t;xe
. statmtiry hall of the c^pitol. rhe bust .was" that of
Sequoyai.11 . " '

The information in this manuscript cones.in part
from, old.-Cherok-te documents.. 7or the most part,, how-
ever, it is the persomal knowledge of'the writer \nd
her brother,-to whom these CherokeeJmppenings__are -__ J_
t r a d i t i o n , i d . ) " • * • • ' • v


