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Elizabeth Ross- '•'
September 13 , T937.

• - /• " - . . CONCERNING TALlHlIiA.

"The historical-fact, that after -resigning his : ' . .

position as Governor of Tennessee in 13/..9, Sam Houston

joined the Western CLerokees, is v,-e"n kn >\vn to tj.ose

v/ho have f e"11 interest in the o-reer of p noteb">e char-

actef. • .?ut- a large number of r-ersons, know but i i t -

.-•' f e in connection, with Houston, end i t i s from some

of such persons- that considerable misinformation has

As an i l l u s t r a t i o n , the a l l ega t i on iias been wade

t h a t Sain HoustoiT^oss^Bse^Mriseif of a Cherokee r i f e

'during tiie re the r b r i e f period of h i s s tay i n ^he

* Western. Cherokee Country; ' The name of" t h i s e^Tered ,.

wife has been fiven as "TaUhina", a t le&st since T890.

A men by the :na.:e of V-'Pliam T. Cenup. • .eard the s to ry

temporariTy s taying at ""ebbers a ^ l s , Upon h i s '

. r e tu rn to," Tahi equah,, where he" vjas employed as a conpo*-.

itbr in a printing office,' he announced his-intention.

' of writing a-romance concerning Sam Houston and "Tali-

hina". Previously, the o"1 d-tiiue^is-an referring to . ..1- .,. ,
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incidents and oedple of the thir t ies of the, nineteenth

century called the name "Din8hM. Her maiden naî e

was Dorian fiogersi but Upon aer marriage she became- .

Dinah Gentry. In the,- course of îiueY there was a

separation. Some have speT1 ed the narae 7)iana. The^

.fulibiooc Cherokees in their tongue pronounced the

term Uriah or Diana, Tyonne.v * hy this name instead

of "TeVihina"" was^not used by William T-. Camp is not

known.

'.. ' He coinpneted a ta le , which' occupied sonethine

mor-e than tv?o co1ur.ns in a Ta,hi equeh newspaper; and

in this tale the name of Dinah, Diana or Tyonne -â .- .

• peared as "Talihina'V T. creafter, others who referred

s \ .to the woman of pioneer Cherokee days in Indian Terr i -

tory-, invariab^yJlitTTXf

of v;h~ich is "irqnI t ' i s a Choctaw

rai ls" , reference being toHhe rails" used in building,

railroads..

The fact that.saiTHouston was a member of the

"estern Cherokee Nation hes doubtless caused-^any to

believe that he 'became a citizen through marrfsge to
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a ci t izen by bio<y& of that nation. Such, hdVever, i s

not a fact.- ^n the 31 s t day of October, T831-, a few

months before Sam Houston ""eft"the Western Cherokee *

Country, never to return, the Ilational Coiinci* was

-, in regular session at Teh-Ton-tee-sky, the capital", •

near the I l l i n o i s r ive r , not fer distant froii. the pres-

ent ' to\?n of Gore, Okiahoiaa, end at the 'request of

John Jolly, •'the Principal Chief ,> the Council passed

• an act which conferred upon Sam housto'n the r ights of

Cherokee ci t izenship. Ead Houston then "F^n carried,

as sone have beii-eved and asserted, to a Cherokee

woman, no necessity for the act of the .Council would"

have existed. ->, ' • '

- In connection^wiltj^DiJiah aentry she ±js-alXeged_-_,

to have been buried in four separate i

p

piaoes, according to the, assertions of various per-.

sons, "irie says she .is buried 'a t Skin Bayou ^u f f in

the present Sequoyt-h County; an t h e r ' t h r t she was

buried a fev; raises froiii Webbers F,&ns; yet another- ' *--

that'sL.e' wes; buried at'Wilson .'a Rock en' the Arkansas .' •'

River>" and another story . is that she* i s buried .near ,

the banks of-.Flower Creek, in the v ic in i ty o*f
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old l£Qns place, , a lew r.dies north pf Fort Gibson. I t

hers been'said thatJ there i s n r b s b i M t y that burial

•really--.ade et the ""atter place.

Authorities: Captain ,T. L. Adeir, Teh"! eauah, Oklahoma,
and others femiii&r v.lth eer"* y d&y people and his tory.


