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WSKLDGES. i

Yesterday'I went out to' the home of idward L.

iveridge. BV section lil ies, i t i s . 8 wiles from ::ugo.

I found there a perfect mine -of information in that old* '

3W311 top desk, I'm gbin^ to le.^rn the history of that

old des'.<: if i t ' h a s one. There ape stacks of old l e t t e r s ,

receipts-^ legal documents, ' e t c . , - a l l beautifully v/ritten-

pertainin-t to the uupreme vourt of the "hoctfiw Nation,

Indian x'erritory, of .which Joel .. ..iveridge, who was born

in x82S was Judge, .^lso books of tjjiDil laws. .-. lot of

nistory of the Iboctaw ^ation which has never been, printed

because i t .-as orivate correspondence yet ..r. Hveridge-

will permit any responsible person to inspect or copy any

or a l l o:' i t . .

'"'.̂ raon^ them I find anrareplication for :iabaes

Corpus, for the person'of one Juck "ench, charged wioh

the supposed crime of -having murdered one i l l i e Jones,

a 1:ioct*w Indian. (The said ..'illie Jones was q son of •'

''hief .'ilson Jones, of jvhich I wrote in the sketch about

ilson Joues); • - * •
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This" pet i t ion i s signed by FxsnX Lee, United s ta tes •
Hi •

, f

Commissioner for the Eastern J i s t r i c t of Texas, and i s

dated august 15, 1890. The Honorable i(trsnk Lee who-

afterwards becr.me United ->tafes •-.ttorney for the Eastern

J i s t r i c t of Oklahoma. ^

A l e t t e r addressed to J". . .iveridse, Longview,

Ind. l e r . t under date of September 12, 1-.88, t e l l s me

that there was a Post Office by that "lene just three

miles east of what is now nusro, Oklahonia, and -I was

informed that George .'. 0a''esu?as the Post . a s t e r .

I learned that vhomas i l l iam 'verlS^e, an I r i sh-

iian. was born in xventucky, went to iiolmes "ounty , , i s -

*sissippi> and there married "ive^rashears, a fullblood

""hocfew Indian, and was ostracized by his family for

marrying an Indian. They started on "'The.Trail of Tears;

in 1S32 or- 1833 with their three childpfen. One, a small

••oy, died enroute. No record i s known of where he died '

or 7/here buried. Two more were born in the Indian Ter-

r i tory, Choctaw Notion, at the old 'Sverid'ge home place,

about 14| miles southeast of what i s now Hugo, Oklahoma.

lie and wife se t t l ed t h i s place in 1833.' The house is

buil t of immense hand hewn logs, chinked and daubed with
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stioks, and clay and lime. The chimneys at either end

of this double log house are nade of native stone. I t

was originally a two story house with low cei.lin.3s.. In

la te years they raised the ceil ings, abandoned the

upstair.s to old r e l i c s and dust, closed the1 stairway,

' and do not use i t at a l l . The hall i s almost as large

as the rooms on either side. I t has tyeen the custom,

since the f i r s t death there, in the Everidge family to

hold the-funerals in t<hat large ha l l , ana almost every •

one by the Sveridge name *re buried r i :'nt there at the

old Jiome place, about one hundred yards froci the house

in a well cared far cemetery or burial ground. There

are approximately one hundred ,fifty graves in i t and

only dbout f i f ty tombstones, une corner was reserved

for the slaves to be buried in. Sometimes.' in digging a

ne?/ grave, they accidently dig into another because they

hav.-e. los t trace of some of 'them. Old Thomas i l l iam,

nftnself, and wife, .live, l i e in uniriarked graves, re was

^ l ov. 20. 1856. ^he lived 14 yeers ionger. He

llov. 19, 1856. i'wo of the children are also

sleeping in unmarked graces. Jhe other two lived to be

grown and have families of their own. They were Joel .

iveridge, a half breed .Choctaw Indian, born ^u^ust 29, 1826,
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in Mississippi. Died Kay 5, .1901, at the old home plaoe

in the ^hoctaw Nation, Indian Terri tory, about ilti miles

southeast of Hugo, Oklahoma.

\ • He married Sophia i''olsora, 3/4 ^hoctaw Indian, who

was probably born in Mississippi, ohe died Oct. 10, 1894,

at the age of 62 years. -

The" other child or Thomas Villiam iveridge and

jve was Harriet t i.:. Everidge. She was born in . . ississippi

and married in nhoctaw Nation,- Indian t e r r i t o r y , ' t o .

Thomas .;. Oakes, a whiteinan, carpenter, from l.orth

Carolina, ohe lived to be nearly 84 ye,ars .old. • ohe and

husband are buried in the 'old Oakes -ur ia l -round a t the

place they set t led at Goodweter when they married. She

was the mother of Lem YJ, Tom, Joel 2, (Dock; George, and

perhaps others. I wi l l get their history l a t e r .

The children of Joel >•. and Sophia rifrerldge were,

'as follows: • .

' . ' i l l ie, born in 1848; never married, died at 20 yrs . of age,
idward ... born in 1850; died Feb. 6, 1916. _

•Joel .. born, June 3, 1855; died July 20,'19l!SP
. .obert Turner, born Kovember 19, 1856. Hied April 6, 1921.
(Ke was torn the day "his grandfather, Ihos. . . . ,d ied) .
..;-;rtin Yan Buren (Dock;, born 1860. Died Jan 14,
.^•abella, born 1863, now 74 yrs . , old, l iving I
lizzie*, born 1866, l iving at nrdmore, Oklahoma,
^aura, born about 1869. Died about 1933. ^
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Sdward 1.:. Everidge, (born, 1850), f i r s t wife,

full blood ""hoctaw Indian, named i,inie Yakinubbi,- no

children, she is now io?s. Kimmie Davenport, Jarwin,

Oklahoma. (Wot certain of maiden name...

Next wife, Lulu .lilliams, white woman, l iv ing.

L»ora, oldest child died young.

Joel *•. born about 1902, l iv ing.

Jackson, next now dead.

-v/ins, Edgar and Edwin, died young, buried in Everidge

cemetery.

jo l ly , younger, dead.

Inez Sveridge, about 22 yrs . olc l ives at ioodland, Okla.

"hildren of Joel ••'. Everidge (Born, 1853), married

to ousan Hrvin, 1/2 breed "hoctaw Indian, born in ^hoctaw

..ation, now d^ead. X ;

.hoi;ias . . i l l i e , ' s t i l l living at xhe old Sveridge hone place.

(The i\ >.. Everidge home plaoe), about 14tr miles SS of

Hugo. ..e lias be°n i.arried more than onoe, has three child-

ren", but not by his l a s t wife, who died at 3agletown, about

twenty years ago. . The f i r s t one, i.j's. Minnie iveridge

lives in Oklahoma l i t y with her children.
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Next was Emma, whose husband, Edward H. v.ilson,/one of

the ""ilson boys" who acquired rnuoh fame, po l i t i ca l ly ,

in the Ohoctaw Nation, lie was Superintendent'of .'heelock

.academy in what is now ..icCurtain bounty. He "was National

Secretary t i l l Congress abolished that office in 1912.

(National Secretary to the "hoctaw Nation).1 He died on

December" 13, 1921, a t Fort Towson, Oklahoma; buried at

joaksvi l le , 1 mile north of Ft. Towson, Oklahoma.
V

i..rs. ' i lson l ives at St i l lwater , their children are,
;Jdward, .ulma, ".ill , 3oy, I amie, ousie, James an? i lbur:

I believe that is a l l of them.

Doug. 3veridge r.arried Label Oakes, I believe

she was a l l v/h'ite. ihe was a daughter of "Old Un^le 3 i l l

Oakes" who died' a couple of yea.rs aro at 'rrant. They"

have one daughter', Planche.Jouf. died in 1918 .

i^ext was'^ue, now widowed, ;..rs. Paul ^arr is of

Robert died at about 15 yrs . of "age.

.ay, now-a\I.rs. Sdwin, whereabouts unknowh.

Governor Jones Sveridge, now in New Lexico.

governor Jones 5veridge said that when they were being

enrolled., he .had not yet been named. Governor i lson

Jones was there and suggested that they name the baby



EVEPJDGE, EDWARD W. C0LLECTI01

p . 7

for him. ..hich was,done.

"hildren of Joel Y/. feveridge and second wife,

Betty .illson Sveridge, now l iving 'at Grant, about -1/4

Ohoctaw Indian. I'ueir children are:

Palo, now I T S . J r . ivelliam, if Gervin and Idabe] )

^ormnie, now I.J?S. 3ob Leiir>fl̂  I Je r t rude Sveridge lloel, and

..-Ts. Hobbie .ngwell , a l l thnee now of -.en ^ngelo, Texas.

Ihiluren of Robert I Purner Sveridge SJIG wife,

Lula Hulen, Torrence, a viiips woman, (bhe had two

children by her f i r s t husband, . r . Torrence> ..enry and

. . i l l ) . ' . •

3d ward ./. Everidge, born .. arch 30, 1691, married,

1-earl ...ay Cooper, a vhite woman. They have 4 -hildren

living and 4 dead. Ihose living aye. ..enry, "laudia

• illiams, and two Tihose names I forget but will Get them

if desired.

I^veridge Greene", born 1893, terstow Texas.
j

"Jhornas ;Hulen iyeridge, born 1695, died 190S.
i

^avid Monroe Hayley Sveridge, 1897, -arstow Texas, there now

2ffi& '£veridge ...artin, born 1899, living at -.ugo, Okla.

L.Mufra . urphy, born 1901, no\.' living at Lawton, OUa.

Jojhia otevenson, corn, 1903, lives at Frogville, O'cla.
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1/intl.e, died at 16 months. _—-̂

Olacance died at six months.

L»aisy 2. Thompson, 1909. ilugo, Oklahoma.

L.artin Van Buren (Dock) Sverid^e marriejst L.intie }oarick,

white. Their children:

Sophie,'died young. . ^ ^

i l l i e , now mdbvjed, was krs . ..ess I-iu-tchins, nov; in

.rizona with an adopted daughter, . r s . Jewel Jawcett, who

had to go .'est because she was tubercular, '.'/illie never

had children of her own :ut has raised several orphans.

-r'loyd ••esley Sveridg^e, akersfield, California.

->avid ''rockett*2varidg#, savanna, Oklahoma.

°hildren of Arabella .ihreridge, married to

Robert !.'.. P.olston, a white man, who died in 1926,. age

75 years, buried a t . t he old iveridge ourial ground, even

though he died in -rort xowson. Ihey happened to be

living in the house across the s t ree t from t h i s writer

at the time of his death.

Ihey had six children:

L.artin Van Suren Ralston, now about 50 years old, l iving

about ten miles Stf of .Port Powson.

I.ora Ralston, now Hammonds, l ives in "a l i farnia .
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*mnie Ralston, now Mrs. 2arl :ockoven, whose husband

i s a deputy county clerk-in Oklahoma , - i ty .

•'-cobert Ralston, Oklahoma Tlty, Oklahoma.

Johnny Ralston, deceased.

. J S . bophla Ralston J-iilgore, Jallas,Texas

Lizzie, daughter of Joel . . Jveridge, (who vras born

1628; her children. >jhe married ""olumbus T. Jrvin and

lives in ^rdmore. 2rvin i§ 1/2 ''hoctaw Indian,

xhey have a number of children.

Laura, tlie bsby daughter of Joel Jveridge, who

was born 1328. ^he married ... Nations, a vkite man. ohe

had no children of her own, but mothered lo ts of orphans.

Jhe aied about 1953. -1-er husband, .. - . t t ion, has

remarried, and has an ei^ht months old baby.

t
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Edward :.". 2veridge, HUFO, Oklahoma, has a

collection, which "he keeps in a r o l l top desk. I t , i s

in a remarkable s ta te of preservation.

He has a compilation of the Constitution of

the "hoctaw '.iation, containing older laws. i'his\.v?gs

compiled by, ..lex .. Jurant, Javis I-.ouer, and

3en . a tk ins . ile also has a copy of the "'hoctaw laws

enacted from 1S07 to 1876, written in "hoctaw language.

.»lso a lot of the correspondence of J. VV. Zveridge,

Jupreme Judge for 3d Judicial d i s t r i c t , "hoctaw

Nation, the Joel . Mveridge who was orn in 1828.

One l e t t e r as:<inr him to hgnor pet i t ion for one

J. C. Hampton to practice law in any of the courts

of the x.ation.

iinother l e t t e r to Joel..?. Hveridge, from

I . J . 3ond, contains the news in general from :oggy

^epot, and is dated June 1st , 1872, news that the

railroad bridge is being bui l t across I'uddy oggy,

near Jf-mes ^avis ' ana get t ing out t i e s between there

and the rtaddo Hi l l s .
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3oggy Depot, n. N,
fit 1872

June 1—

Joel W. iveridge 3sp.

jear Sir

Your favor ceme to hand in-due time,
with com— returned. I have no news of any special
in teres t to r e l a t e , only that "'oggy river is s t i l l
running down Stream nothwistandin the great in tes t ine
commotions, U. voltfanic explosions in and about the
..rmstrong, occationed by the la te s i t t i n g of the leg is la t ive
L judic ia l bodies— -̂m happy to know that you survived
and i s s t i l l kicking, while So many f e l l and were found
mangled* among the rubish of the Temple.

rhe Court of nlaims has not commenced yet, during
the^e heavy opring rains the vrtiole machinery was lef t
out in the weather, consequently became very rusty, &. the
wheels' would not turn without more greece . hether that
will be applied, I know not— iirees are very ^uiet-
.'o exciteme..t in this part, of the countiy—

I have information
from ••ashin^ton- the 250,000;,.'over which-there-hasvb<Sen, so
much talk here of l a t e , stands where i t did one year ago.
The Secretary of the Treasury has refused to pay. the xXxStx
interest over to those fellows in .'ashington . So I
presume the .ratter vd.ll r e s t quiet un t i l father action
of the ^hoctav? noundLl-7?hich I suppose vd.ll engage the
minds of the members in Oct- next.

The na i l Road i s advancing
very rapidly through the country, by October , T presume that
i : will be close on to the ned-o Ki l l s . They are building
the r a i l road bridge across Muddy Boggy near Jas i)avis-s

and .getting out t i e s between there and the "ado K i l l s .

Your friend

T. J . 3ond.
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Thomas ..illiam. Everidge was born in i.iississippi.
The date of his bir th oannot be found r ight now. I t may be found l a t e r .
Came to the Choctaw Nation, in the Indian Terri tory, in 1833.
He seemed to be a prosperous business man. One old claoument shows
him to be the Administrator of the estate of one, Robert Purner Brashears,
from 1831 to 1835, the 5th day of Nov. 1838 and signed by N. E. Revis.P.O.
It seems that he made several business t r ips back and forth to Mississippi
over a period of years from 1833 to 1838.

^opy of Receipt that i s one hundred five years old today,
".-tec'd of Thos Everidge f i f ty dollars to be accounted' for on

future settlement,
24th April . * signed, R, A. Patrick.

1832-

"Bee'a of Thomas Ever idge the sum of three hundred dol lars ,
which is payment in full for a neqro woman named Patty,

reo'd th is 27th August, 1828
^ . his

James X LcKinney.
\ mar k

itness, —
). r. Laws on.

another says,
Hec'd of Thomas £veridge twenty seven head of stock c a t t l e .

July 14th, 1832.

signed- John T..Edmondson.

Jhoraas <:'illiam Everidge was the father of two children.
Joel *. Everidge, and" Mrs. Harriet Oakes. (Mother ;Of Lem O&kes")

-Le
Joel if. Ever idge,' -born 1828

His children.
•' i l i i e 3veridge, born about 1848, died when he was twenty y r s . old.
Jd :.;. Ever idge", born 1850, died 1916. . .
Joel .<. Everidge, born 1853. "
Robert Turner Everidge, born 1856, Kov. 19, died .-ipril 6, 1921* -
^ock, (liartin Van "Suren Everidge4, born, 1860.
Arabella, Sveridge, Ralston-^born 1863, l iv ing.

Lizzie 3rvin, 4irdmore. I arried 0. Ci Ervin (1/2 Ohoctaw)
Laura, married 3. Nation'(white man) Now dead.
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In the yard of the old Thomas William Everidge home, stands

an immense elm t r e e . The branches spread f i f t y fee t or more from

side to s i d e . Thomas . ' i l l i e iiveridge, who must be 60 or more

years old, said he could not remember when i t was not a BIG

tree* Inside the house., there was no paper or other kind of

covering on the wal l s , j u s t the bare post oak logs , they are about 15

inches in diameter. Occasionally there i s an old-fashioned

por t ra i t hanging on the wal l , a p i c tu re of one of the family,

ihe mantels above each f i r e place a re home made, b u i l t when

the house was b u i l t , in 1833. The mantels a r n ' t jus t aoove

the fireplaceSj, they extend down the s i d e s . Over the doors

are gun r acks . There was an old -fashioned, muzzle loading,

double b a r r e l shot gun, a l so an old time '12 r i f l e tha t was

used in 1837. In one room was an org.-.n that the oldest "iveridges

think of as be in.? old, a l so a kin-, of a book case, t ha t reaches

to the c e i l i n g ; I t was made in 1827, by old Thomas ".Villiam

-Veridge. The Joe l . . Sveridge who was Supreme "our t Judge,

used i t for a f i l i n g case. I.e b u i l t himself a taole-3x3 f t

square, upon vhich he always wrote his- Supreme 'ourt d e c i s i o n s .

-he table has two drawers, one below the o ther . Ihe lov;er

psrt of the book case, i s composed of drawers, the upper p a r t f

of shelves.

.-lere, I want to mention that the .22 r i f l e was cal led "old F r iday . " •:''

ula ran Joel ... Everidge cal led i t . h i s f a i th fu l oomprjiion.
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3ut the funniest thing of a l l was aAtelephone on

those lb^' walls, and a radio upon that crude home-made

table . The clock upon the mantle was brought from

Mississippi in 1S5"3. .

/•jnong the old papeTs in 'id 'Hveridge's t^esk, I

found B l e t t e r from Oak Lodge, dated august Is-t, 1^72.

I'm going to find out where Oak Lodge -.7a" or i s .

I t was the P. 0. at 'New Hope Seminary for g i r l s in

Le Flore County. ^ '''

A le t t e r writ'.en ly a lavo»«^-to Judge ^veridge, while

the messenger waits to t*i:e- i t •. distance of f i f ty „

odd miles, from '-enair^ton "*. 1.'. to 14?. niles" S."5.

of Mugo, Oklahoma pleading with the Jud~e foa1 ane

more chance Tor a t r i a l for <the l i f e of a cl ient who

hea evidently been sentence to dea th . ' /

One fromXehigh t e l l s of t':e coal miners baing on a"

s t r ike , '"sro1 ti'i^es, drouth aria crops looking bad. dated ^
* *

July 6, 1894.

bone dec is ions o^ the,Suprene ^our t .

er in t ' e res t in£ item was in the Journal of the

?hoctaw isat ional Council, recording; the t ransfer of

th?5 rus'nkaloosa academy b u i l d i n g . t o henry ••i l l i ' s , in
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ret&?n for servloes renaered while he was acting as

Superintendent and custodian of that same i-.cademy.

Henry .'111is was part Indian, white and ne-r.ro, and

was with the Sverijige boys when they surrounded the -

depot at Doodlarid and shot ..m i^uther to -Jeath.

Henry Willis was narrsd in the indictment, which I

saw and can copy, if desired. I believe jush'celoosa

-.cademy ?;as/located near .uskaho;rja, \\\ the Indian

hoctaw ..ation.

So many of those l e t t e r s seem important to poster i ty ,

vr so they seem to this writer.

One l e t t e r from jreen . c^uxtoin wh n he vvas

..ational secretary ''h'Dctaw Nation.
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nopy of instrument dating bac< to 1851

The account of Thomas Sveridge. ..dmi.iistr^tor of the

estate of np.6ert Turner /rasv:ears, 1B.te of . . i ss iss ippi ,

deceased.

The time," from the beginning of the administration of the

estate extended from 1B31 to 1-3' . I t i s very ;erd to read.

The amount of money involved seems to be .̂ B. 243.14,

On the bac-c side is the follovin-'. - \

^t&te of Mississippi

"our.ty
I , .i\fcthaniel *~X. ?evis . Ji/'^e of

rrobates of so id "'ounty, certify that after erami nation
/

find the within settlement to be just and/true and h'ave,-

this dsy ordered the same for record.

under my Ivand .. sea l t h i s

5th. d->y of ftg^erab^r, 1538/

. . "3./.-ievis. Sea l .

3 . 3REE1'IE, FIELD—OP.i'HĴ ;—rfUGO;

LIiiY 10, 19STT
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OPY OF EETTO VfRITTEN TO JOSL'Y.

(Notice the spelling of "Kimiohi** I Mve
also seen i t spelled, " "iainichi." )

"rCiamatia, Tex. flov 1st,. 18
- . 1860

.1. Joel . Ever id ge.

Sir

I enclose you a
nete for .,55.00 on I.ir. William I-c^oy, whi-ih ' ""
you will please collect for me, f i rs t opportunity,
as I will not have an opportunity of seeing him.
l̂ o news of interest.

Yours , truly k c

J. u. i orthat* ... ^o.
* r'

An old account against Tioir.as Sveridge, iiT~acoount with
John henry,, and dated 1834. I-see, thst among other ,
things, -.rs. Sveridge was charged with 5 lbs sugar..;1.00*
6 yds of calico ' .3.00*
4 yds Red Flannel. 2.00-ana got credit for 2.50" for
making 5 prs of drawers at 50 cents per pair.

Larch 6th. 1834.
• . *

7 '.
Among the many interesting papers etc, owned

by 3d ward L. Sveridge, is an indictment charging
Joe Iveridge, Turner .Sveridge, Jock Sveridge and a
rr?ro", named Henry'.'iHis vdth the murder of m. Luther,
signed by >]. M. Alexander, foreman, of the irand Jury .̂
and J. S. IvicComb-; U. S. Attorney. Jated Î ov. 15.- 1889
M. Everidge stated that the Sveridge boys killed in
defense of their father, whose life Luther was said
to have threatened. He also said they vere tried and
cleared by a jury.

j
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FAMILY OF EVERIDGE.

Joel >-. Everidge, who was born in^l853, was the father o-f:

LIrs. Sue^Harris, (J.Irs. Paul Harris of an t l e r s , , now oj^pkla. City

•'/ill Everidge, who l ives 10 miles S. E. of Hugo.

irs/ . Smma (Ed) Wilson, of Sti l lwater , o/kla.

Jones Everidge,/of Okla. lity. •

Lr's. ux. Kelliam of Carvin, Okla. •*

.JTS. ronii'.iie Lesrd. and Jertrude r^varidf.e, L Bobbie T'ugwell.
' I ' • '•

^ill of ZIPaso, .exas .'. Doug Everidge who died in 1918.

i
3d 1.. Everidge born 1850 |

1 " J
rias a daughter and son at woodland. Inez L Joel, the 3rd

f ' " I

?vOb|'ert Turner Sveridge,, who was horn 1S56, ai

died in 1931 was the father Of,

idward ... Sveriidge, Hugo^ Okla..
7-iayley fveridge, T-arstow, *exas and five daughters.
" J o c k ( M a r t i n van u r e n E v e r i d g e was t ' e

i
was |;orn I860', died?) i>.rs. .ess ii^tchins, Floyd

father.

/esley

-veridge, |and David ^rooket, both of '"akersfield, Calif.

Arabella Everidge, Ralston, now 74 yrs . old,

lives Soujth of Ft . Powson, ana has a host of children i

grand chijldren. One of them i s named "Judge" Ralston,

r't. Towso'n.
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OFFICE
"iioctow Nation.

Joff Gardner,.
Principal Ihief.

2a, le lown ind. 'Per.-..ay SI 1895

.,on J . . . iveridge,
A

Woodland,' I . T.

^e', r i r : -

I herewith

enclose for your perusal copies of three l e t t e r s

from the Hon. President, «"iith &.. uawes, concerning

the jawes Commission.

) ' Yours t ru ly ,

Jeff Jardner

r . 0. 2, w.
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Executive Mansion ^
.f'ashington. . a y 4 , 1895*

14*1

hon. ilokte oraith,
oec. pf the Interior.

the Commissioners to negotiate and treat with the Jive
Civilized Tribes of Indians are about to resume their labors, my
interest iln the subject they have in charge, induces me to write you
a few worcls concerning their work.

I said to the Commissioners when they were f i rs t appoint-
ed, I am especially desirous that there shall be no reason, i a l l time
to come, t\> charge the Commission with^-any unfair dealing'with the ..
Indians, and that whatever the results of their efforts may be, the
Indians will not be led into any action which they do not thoroughly
understand ,or ..which is not clearly for their benefit.

(«t the same time I s t i l l believe as I always have believed,'
z'Cibt tile best interests of the Indians will be found in .-.merican
citizenship, vdth a l l the rights and privileges which belon,: to that
condition.

* The approach to this relation should, tfe carefully, made, and
at every step the good anu welfare gf the Indianjs should constantly
be kept in viev;> so that idien the end is reached, citizenship may be to
them a .real advantage instead'of an empty name.

I hope the Commission will inspire such confidence in these
7&th -\7hotu they have to deal, that they will be listened to and that
tie Indians,will see the* wisdom and advantage in moving, in the direction
I have indicated.

If they are unwilling to go-ijsmediately so far as we may
think desirable, whatever steps are taken should be such as point „ .
out the way and the results of which v/ill encourage these people in
fur" .er progress.

A slow auvenent of that kind fully understood an,- approved
by the Indians, I s infinitely better than swifter results gained
b;. croken pledges and false promises.

lours very truly,

(signed; urover Cleveland.

(Note by field worker).
The original of thi/s let ter is very likely in the possession of
.rs. i. C ardner i widow"of ohe late 2. J. Gardner, at Velliant.
I understand that she has a -;ood many manuscripts ifoich will be
very valuable to posterity of the Choctaw ICation,1.
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Department of the Intfiridr,
vashingifon. I-ay 6. 1895

Hon rlenry L. Dawes,

Chairman, I'lve'Civilized Tribe ,"omriiission,

L.uscogee, I . r.

I.!y dear S i r : -

% Enclosed I hand you a copy of a l e t t e r from the •-

rresideht, in which he discusses the work of the ^ommissiorf of

which you are the "'hairman. ' I hope i t inay aid'you to convince

the Indians that th i s v/ork has really their own advantage in

view.

The imposAbility of perraanently continuing the

present form of government of the .dive ^ivilized 'Iribes, must

be apparent to those who consider the greet diffuculty already

experienced, even by an'administration favorable to the enforce-

ment of t r ea t i e s in preserving for. them the r ights guaranteed
\

V-Y, the .-•overnuent.
.̂ s the time irlust. come when they wil l -change their

present system how much bet ter for them to inaugurate with you.

--on, under an- administration ^favorable to their >rights the plan.

by which this change wil l be accomplished.

f. Very truly yours,

Iloke Smith
Secretary.
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aenry L. Dawes. - ^, •
.•rchibald 5. iviciCennon. ^
/ r ank n . . . rmstrong.
r. J. "abiness.
,k« B. Montgomery.

lorn issioners ' f ^
* Interior department,

"ommfssion to /ive^Oivilized j?rites.
, " Luskogee, I. T.

May 13, 1895.

.0 the Hon. Jeff ,-ardner,
Principal 'hief ". ...

iagletown. Ind Ter.

oir:- ^ • f'

The Commission to the -ive "ivilized bribes have been

directed to present again to the several ..ations fqr their further

considerations the matrers upon \vhich they have been authorized to

confer, and are-In receipt of a letter from -he hon. ^?cretary of

the Interior in .vhich he encloses one from the rresident of ,the

tnited otates disclosing his great interest in the success of% this

noirEiissi on in coming to some agreement with your-people which wilip

sanction a l l your just riffhts and promote your highest welfare,

as well as contribute to the best interests of the wliole country.

3y Jirection of the "O'nmission I enclose to.you copies

of these letters with the hope that you^will make then known to

; our people and commend their spir i t and purpose to the favorable

consideration an.d cooperation of your ::ations.

r I am, with highest Consideration.

.ruly xours,

Henry ;.. Dawes,

Chairman."
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r ** Washington J. C. Nov-

Jear
u'e, the ohildren o? the late general albert Pike,

intend'to present a Memorial to the Kational 'ouncil of "
the Choc taw People at i t s coming session asking it to provide
for payment to us out of the money thr t^'ongres.s at i t s last
session appropriated for the "hoctaws and Chic'casaws-or other- „
wise- the'-compensation that was due to our father for his
Ion:;, faithful and valuable services to the ^hoct.ow People in
the-prosecution of their Ilet Proceeds ^laim-less the share
thereof he promised to" pay en&ral Denver for his assistance.

r

The memorial-a copy of vfci ofer will soon be placed in
your hands-will ad vise,.you'" of the /rounds *upon which we will
rest our request to the National -Council, and this obviates our
setting forth herein whst vdll be found there in ample form.

Our fri'ends advise us that you are one whcr loves to see
jostice done and we solicit your voice and influence in our behalf -
we beinc well assured that if opposition be made i t the coming
Congress to the Chootaws and Chickasa^s re^otvinj the money
so appropriated-the recognition by the ''hoctaw People of <our
most just claim upon ther;, will not fail to reo-Offimend
them favorably to the many friends of our father and ourselves
S.\Q will be in the ""on-̂ ress tp 'determine the rsatter.

One of us— Ilr. Luther li. I ike-"hopes to be present
at the coming session of the la t ionrl Council zo advocate in
person our request's receiving favorable consideration and to have
the honor of meeting and conferrin' with you v,rhilst-there.

e are very respectfully

Luther Ii. Pike

Joan Pike

.-:on. v. .:. Sveridge >

Jrant, " . I*.
iiis is copied verbatim, period for period, dash for dash and
.10 periods where none appeared in the le t te r . 'r.e word '*signed"
bein£ the only one I inserted.
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- - San Bois. I . ' T. .1/3/96

147

t.e Joel "Everidge "

Grant, I . T.

jear Sir: •

I have "assumed the responsibi l i ty to call a- ' r

convention of the leading Ohoctaws to ."eet e t Aiskahoma

on ./ednesday Jany.S?,-^, to discuss the, s i tuat ion of our a f fa i r s ,

uad try to formulate some plan to check the passage of the

t e r r i t o r i a l . b i l l s now pending before 'onsxess.

I thought th is a uetter plan than to have a special Session %
A

of "'ouncil,- ss the av^age "Council rr.ember, vho does not read

the daily rapers, can not r e s l i / e the dangers by vdiich we

threatened, and raicht leg is la te in such a '.vay as to make

.•natters worse. *

»'e would veyy much l ike you to be present at

the 'onvention and ass is t us vri. th your counsel and advice.

If these Ter r i to r ia l biljls pass ^e are ruined,

e have no say so in the disposit ion of our lands. The

voveinment takes every thing ixL -̂it'ŝ 'own hands and we are .

entirely

Your friend

Careen MCurtain.

Green kcCurtain.
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Ko date, or heading,

Hon. J . W. Sveridge,

Supreme Judge, 3d Diet. C. N. .'

A

Sir:

' r

We, the undersigned, would respectfully

ask that you Honor Grant the accsrapaning pe-

t i t ion of J . C. Hampton, belie vine; to be

fully competent to praotfice law in any of the

Courts of th is Listion,

Respectfully,

oigned.
... Telle.

->. A. H o m e r .

This is an exact copy, spelling,, punctuation,

oapitalSx e tc . I t is the l e t t e r I referred to on

pa ge one.

I imagine they meant "Your Honor, Grant the petition."
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' ' 14 n

Thomas .illiara Sveridge and wife set t led another

place in 1833 at a point on ifreridge Lake, about" 6' or

7 miles S. E. of the home place, that was their bottom

faTjin, "that they^Jiad their slaves to work. I t was r ich,

and produced lo t s of corn, cotton, e t c . They bui l t a -

big house on i t a lso, in which to stay, viiile they wjuld

have to be dovai there and supervise the work of the

slaves. Then, too, they ,had the negro quarters. Just

a perfect plantation, s tore and everything.

•See, Paragraph 2 Page 14.

I t might be ^interesting to recorxl here that

that l e t t e r was dated Lept. 24, 1870.. rIhe cl ient was

named Javid Tokaya, I believe, ' tho xhe f i r s t name was

not quite clear, ana the attorney was J. P. Folsom.

The Post oar ip t , which I nev^p saw t i l l today, is the
f

interesting part, and ,is as followsj
• ~^

"B» 3 . If you allow us jt new hesrin*; please order

the Sheriff of -ofcoke. 1<)unty from

death warrant."' . '• J. P. Folsom.

''opied, word for word.
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Josiah Thomas, full blood ^hoctaw Indian, who

lives at Corrinne, Oklahoma, was telling Judge Hunter

in Ohootaw, about how he once traveled the qld
* »

Military t r a i l from Fort Towson, and ^oaksville

a l i t t l e north of west, .o ''Rock Chimney' crossing,

on iiiamichi, r iver , (by the v/ay of Pine <Udge academy)

just a l i t t l e north of ^oaksville, 'crossed the river

at itook 3hiraneyjV/ound around up jbo what is s t i l l

knows as spencer crossing, crossed again, on up '

through #iat i s now .'.attan, and through '«ntlers , and

Talihina,_ Poteau, and. thence to -tf'ort Smith. '

The old Ohoctaw Indian, Josiah Thomas, s-- id that

when he -wâ ; a l i t t l e boy, he saw a l18ig" 4' room log

house, with the roof fallen in then and abandoned,

with the old rock chimney', that the crossing on

iviamichi r i ve r , one mile Torth of the present town

of Sawyer, Okiah oms }'v?as named for. He Said that he

was told that long years before he v/as a l i t t l e boy,

some "-hickasaws came down in here and bui l t that y

house, -then whBnythis v/as made a Chootaw country '
/alone, they abandoned i t . ^hickas^w• named Ya

150
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This old Military t r a i l led past the old "ball

ground prai r ie" where games of Indian bal l were

played, about one half mile :..W. from the <nity of *

Hugo, pump stat ion on iviamichi r iver , and tliat s ta t ion

i s located about 9 'miles Sast ajid a l i t t l e liorth of

the city of Hugo. ' *

Games of Indian bal l were played by the, two

Counties, .damichi and rowson^ounty. The families

and friends of the part icipants would come in wagons

and camp, maybe two or three days before the games

were scheduled to take place. Hobble and be l l their

hearses and,turn them loose to graze Ihey'd then

proceed to barbecue beeves and hogs, preparatory to

their stay. * '

-he teams would be named, the "deer, I* "squirrel"

or any name that took their fancy ana each wore^ the

emblem of the name. The t a i l of a ^eer or squirrel

or whatever they were named, ani wore i t at the

proper place.
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k "At recess periods" they drank coffee as hot as
^

they possibly could swallow i t . ^nd the women kept

plenty of i t .

*•» surgeon was always in attendance,'-anti always

needed. The games were so rough. If opposing

players could do no better they'd knock the fellow

in the head with his s t ick , in order to Pjet the

nball. They never touched the ball with their hands,

but always caught i t in the nup-like end of the bal l

st icks of which each player held two.

sometimes a scalp was laid open or a leg broken.

The doctor was always kept busy.


