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Yesterday. I went out to the howe of ‘dward i.

»

*  4iveridge, B section lines, it is.8 miles from :ugo.

&

s

! -

I found there a perfect minc .of inforuation in that old

4

o1l top desk,‘k'm gbinc to le=rn the histarv of that
old des if ii'has one., There are stacks of old letters,

receiptsd legai dofumenfs,'etc.,f all Yeautifully written-
- pertaining to‘the ouprece “ourt of the "hoctaf ation,
Indian lerritory, of which Joel .. .veridge, who was born
in .82° wes Judge. ~lso books of tric:l la®s. . 1ot oOf
nigtory of the “hoetew .ation whish has never been printed

ézause it :as private carrespondence yet .T. Iveridge.

B

will permit sny responsible persoﬁ/tq inspent or copy any

-
+
1

or &ll o it.

”?mong ther I find an';>bl;cation for nabaes
Jarpus, far the person of one .uck “ench, charged wizth
the suﬁposed crime of nhaving murdered one 1llie Jones,

g Jnoct-w Indian. (The said .illie Jones was g son of **

-~

‘aief ilson Jones, of which I wrote in the sketech about

- . ’ &
g

- ¢
.

ilson Jpnes)z .

- - -

¥
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This petition is slgned by Freank ﬁeé, United States
rommissioner for the fastern Jistrict of Texas, end is
5éﬁed sugust 15, 1890. The Fonorable i'rsnk Lee who
ufterwards bectne Uﬁited -taffes -.ttorney for the ifastern
Jistriet of Oklahoma.. ) -

a le tter a@ﬁressed to T. . iveridge, Longview,
Ind{ ~er., under ;ate of September 12, 1=88, tells me
that there was a Post Office by that qemeljust taree
mil;: east of what is now umugo, Oklahoma, and I was
informed that Georze .. va“eswWas the Jost . aster.

I learned that whomas illiam 75;??&@@, an Irish-
w8n., was born in nenfucky, went to iiolmes “ounty)iis—
‘sissippl and there married %ve®“rashesrs, u fullblood
‘hoctzw Indian, and was oOstracized by his family for
marr§ing an Indian. Tﬁey started on "The Trail of ears;
in 1832 or 1833 with their three chilﬁyg;i One, & smell
~oy, died enroute. No record is knowmn of wheré he dieé
or zhere buried: Two more were born in the Indian Ter-
ritory, Choctaw Notion, at the 0ld Tveridge home place,
about 14} miles southeast of what is now Hugo, Oklahoma.

he and wife settled -this place in 18%3.° The house is

built of immense hend hewn logs, chinked and daubed with
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stioks and clay apd lime. The chimneys at either end
~of this‘déuble log house are made of native stone. It
was originally a two story house with low ceiligg;" In ‘
iate yeé;s they raised the céilings, abendoned the
upstains to o0ld relics axd dust, clgggd the stairway,
and d6 not use it at all, The hall is clmost as large
as the rooms on either side. It has $eén the custom,
since the first deaté ttere, in the Zveridge fgmily to
201d the. funerals in that large hall, sna elnost every
one Ly the Iveridge neme =re vuried ri-ht there Qt the
oldﬁgome place, about one hundred yards from the house
in:a well cared far cemetery or buria% ground.  There
are approxiﬁately ore huncred fifty graves in it ané
onl> about fifty tombstones. wune corner‘was reserveq‘
for the slaves to be’buried in. Sometimes, in digging a
nev greve, they éccidently iig into another becagse théy
have 1ost trace of some of them. 01d Thouas 1illiam,
\ﬁfhgelﬁoand wife, ive, lis ip umnered graves. “e was
'urié%§10v. 20; 1856. ;he lived 14 yeers longer. He
djied .iov. 1¢, 1856. .wo of the children are also. -
sl?eping in unrArked graves. “he other éwo lived to be
grown and have families of their own. ‘hey were Joel . . !

Py

iveridge, & half bréed.?hoctaw Indian, born sugust 22, 182§,
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in Missigsippi. Died lay 5, 1901, at the old home place
in the Thoctaw Nation, Indian Territory, about %i% miles

- southeast of IHugo, Oklahoma.

LR .

" . He marridd Sophia Folsom, 3/4 “hoctaw Indian, who

vas probably born in ississippl. ohe died Oat. 10, 1894,

at the age of §2 yeers, - ‘
The other child of “homas ‘‘illiem %veridge and

_ve was farriett ii, Everidge. She was born in ..ississlppi

s
<

and married in “hoctaw zatién, Indian Jerritory,‘to‘

Jhomas .. Oakes, & wﬁite_man; c;rpénter, from L.orth

"erolina. ohe 1livéd to be nearly 84 years old. - che and
husband are buried in the 0ld Uakes ;u¥ial -round at the

rlace they settled at Goodweter when they merried. She

. “ B ﬁ
was the mother of Lem ¥, Tom, Joel Z, (rok})George, and

perhaps others. I will get their history later.

» . .
The children of Joel .. and Sophia Hveridge vwere,

%s follows: .
©illie, born in 1848; never married, died at 20 yrs. of age.
Zdward ... born in 1850; died feb, 6, 1916.
'Joel .. born, Juhe 3, 1553; died July 20, 19T -
. .Gbert Turner, born November 19, 1856. uUied April 6, 1921.
{ie was lurn the day "his grandfether, l(hos. ..,died;.

.2rtin Van Buren (Dock;, born 1860. Died Jan 14, IVUZ3.
.yabella, born 1863, now 74 yrs. old, livina.

~izzie, born 1866, living at ~rdmore, Oklahoma.

~aura, born sbout 1869. Jied about 1933, &

P

(’ ‘ P
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Zdward .. Everidge, (bofn, lgSO), first wdfe,
Fall blood “hoobav Indien, nemed ot Yakinubbi , no
children. She is now irs. Kimmie Lavenport, Jarwin,
Oklahom?. (Not certain of maiden neme,.

Next wife, Lulu silliams, white women, living.
vora, oldest child died young.
Joel «. born ébout 1902, living.
Jackson, next now dead.
-wins, Hdger and Zdwin, died young, buried in jveridge
cemetery. |
J0lly, younger, dead.
Inez Sveridge, ;%out 2é vrs. ol¢ lives &t 502dland, Okla.

i

“hildren of Jo§1 '« Everidge (2arn, 1853), married
to ousan Zrvin, 1/2 breed “hoctaw Indian, born in "hoctaw
.ation, now d&ead. //’
-nonas uillie,‘stiil living at vhe 0ld Evar;dge home place.

{The I. w. Averidge home place), about l4— miles SE of

\T v
Hugo. ..e has be=n uarried mare than once, has three child-
A

ren, but not by his last wife, who died at Zagletown, about

twenty vears ago. . The first oné, +rs. innie Ziveridge
ot . .

lives in Oklahoms “ity with her children.

”

11

8
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Next was fmma, whose husbénd, Edward H. uilsoﬁ,/ggg of
fhe "vWilson boys" who acquiréé much feme, politically,
in the Ghoctaw_Nation. lie was Superintendent”of ~heelock
scademy in what is now ..cCurtaein Zounty. He 'was National
Secretary till Gongre;s gbolished énét office in 1912.
(National Secretary to éhe "hocta% llation;." Eé died on
vecember’ 13, 1921, at Fort Towson, Oklshoma; buried at
voaksville, 1 mile north of rt. Towson, Oklagoma.
.rs. .ilson lives at Stillwater, tﬁeir chi&dren are,
“dward, »1lma, =111, Roy, ;.amie, ousie, James anmd  ilbur:
I velieve that is all of them. o

Joug. Everidgeﬁaarried ‘avel Oakes, I believe
she was all wiite. she was a daughter of "Old Un~le 311l
Oakes" who died a couple of years eaco ét irantu 'Theyf
have one daughter, “*lanche.Jousr. died in 1918 .

next was oue, ngg vidowed, .rs. Paul ;ar?ig of
antlers,
Rovert died at about‘lS yrs. of age. ,
.8y, now a LTS, Zdwin, whereabouts unknowh. |
&ovégnor J neé Eveqidée, now in New iexico.
Governar Jones Zveridge sald that vhen they were being

enrolled, he .had not yét been nemed. Governor ilson

Jones was there and suggested that they neme the baby

129
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for him. hich was,done.’

hildren of Joel W. fveridge and second wife,
Betty wilson ZIveridge, now liying’ at Grant, about'{?4
Thactaw Indian. ‘“reir childdgen are:

¥

Palo, now .rs. Jr. nhelliem, %f Gervin and Idabel,

.omnie, now ..rs. 30b Leard, | sertrude ZTveridge lloel, and

.rs. Robbie .ugwell, all thyee now of .an sngelo, Texas.

“hilaren of Aobert|urner XZveridge ané wife,

Lula Eﬁlen, 'forrence, a whipe woman. {She had two
children by her first husbqhd, .T. Torrence, ..eary and
~111).

sdward .% Zveridge, born .arch 30, 16¢1, merried,

rearl ..ay Tooper, a vhite wamen. <They have 4 ~hildren
living emd 4 dead. Those living aye. ..enry, "laudia
-illiams, and two vhose names I forget but will set them

if desired.
i : 4

“lara Zveridge Greene, born 1893, ‘arstow lexas.
| ’ ’

“horas ‘Hulen Zyeridge, born 1695, died 1902,
{
~avid lonroe Xayley Zveridge, 1897, -arstow Texas, there how.

iffie Zveridge ..artin, torn 1899, living at -ugo, Okla,

Laﬁra .urphy, born 1901, now living at Lawton, COkla.
. 1

soghia otevenson, obrn, 19C3, lives at frogville, O¥la,
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intie, died at 16 months, _ 2 ’ .

.

“lappnce died at six months.

Jaisy T. Thompson, 1909. .iugo, Oklahomz.

SRt Lo

" NP
rartin Van Buren (Dock) Everidge mﬁrrieﬁ Lintie Joarick,
white. Their children:
3ophie, died young. . g

illie, now widoved, was Lrs. .ess Itutchins, now in
/ H

.rizona with an adopted deughter, .rs. Jewel .awcett, who

hed to go .'est because she was tﬁbercalar, #illie never .
had children of her own aut has raised several orphans. ‘
“loyd .esley Zveridge, akersfield, Malifornia.

savid “rockett Zveridg ,‘pavanna, Oklehoma.

~hildren of Lirabella Iveridge, married to
Aovert . Relston, a whité man, who digd in 1926, age
75 yesrs, buried at . tie 0ld Zveridge vurial ground, even
though he died in fort .owson. T~hey hapvened to be
living in the house across the street f¥om th{s writer
at the time of his death., _ "
‘hey nhad six children: | |
.artin Van Buren Ralston, now aboﬁt 50 years old, i;ving

ebout ten miles S¥ of Fort lowson.

l.ora Ralston, now Hammonds, lives in "elifarnia.

-
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annie Realston, now ..rs. Zerl ‘ockoven, whose husbend
©
is a deputy county clerk-in Oklehoma “ity.

obert Ralston, Oklahoma 7ity, Oklshoma.

Johnny Ralston, deceased. t”\\\
.rs. Sophia Ralston iilgore, q§llas,T§xa$.

N

»

Lizzie, drsughter of Joel . Zveridge, (who was born -

1828, her children. ohe married “olumbus 7. Zrvin and

lives in ardmore. 3Zrvin & 1/2 “hoctsw Indien.

Jhey have a numbexr of children.

LY

-

Laura, tlle bsby daughter of Joel _veridge, who

was barn 1328, vhe married .. wations, a white man. ohe

had no children of ner own, but mothered lots of orphans.
(-4
she aied about 1933.

L d

sler husband, .. ..etion, has

remarried, snd has an eicht mopths o0ld baby.
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Edward ., Zveridge, liugo, Uklahoma, has a
collection, which he keeps in a roll top desk. It,is‘
in a remarkable state of ppeservetisn. )

tie hes a compilation of the "0nstitut£6n of
the "hoctaw .jation, containing older laws. ‘his vgs
compiled by, ..lex .. Jurant, Javis Roﬁ%r, ané'”q -
Jen .atkins. rie 8lso has a aopy of the "hoctaw laws
enacted from 1807 to 1875, written in ‘hoctaw language.
180 & 1ot of “he correspondence of J. W. Lveridge, /
Supreme Judge for 4d Judiecial _istrict, "hoctaw
netion, the Joel . Zveridge who was " orn in 1828,
vne letter asxinz him to honor petition for one
J. ©. Hampton to ﬁractice iaW'in eny of the courts
of the ..ation.

snother letter to Ioel}J. sveridge, from{ N
Te Jo 3ond, contains the news in generél from :0mzgy
-epot, and is deted June lst, 1872, news that the
reilread bridge is belng built across ‘uddy oggy,

near J~mes v&vis' and getting out ties between there

and'the "addo :iills.
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TXACT MOPY ‘ 1‘}4

b ' Joggy bepot, ™. N.

8t 1872
June 1—

v

Joel W. Xveridge Esp. ‘ a

Jear Sir g

' ~ Your favor ceme to hand in-due time,
with com-~- returned. I have no news of any sSpecial
interest to relate, only that “oggy river is still
running down Stresm nothwistandin the great intestine
conmotions, « volcdanic explosions in ana about the
.rmstrong, ocrationed by the late sitting of the _Legislative
% Judieial bodies-- .am happ,; to know that you survived
and is still xicking, while S0 many fell and were found
mengled. among the rubish of the Temple. -

the 7ourt of "laims has not comnienced yet, during
theae heavy Spring rains the whole ma~hinery was left .
out in the weather, consequently beceme very rtusty, & the
wheels would not turn without more greece . hether that
wiil be aprlied, I know not-- .imes are very julet-
..0 exciteme..t in this part of the ~ountry--

: I have information
from -«ashington- the 250,000, rover which' there. has _béen so
much talk here of late, stands where it did one year sago.
“he secretary of the {ressurv has refused to pay.the xXXXXx
" interest over to those fellows in ’‘ashinzton . So I
presuse the matier will rest gquiet until fether action
of the "hoctaw "ouncil-which I suppose will engage the
ninds of the members in Oct- next. :
' The Rail Road is advancing
very rzpidly through the ~owatry, by October, I presume that
it will te rlose on o the Tedo Eills. They are building
the reil road bridge asross luddy Boggy near Jas vavis— @
end getting out ties between there ami the "ado Hills,

Your friend

. Te Jo Sond,
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Thmnas uilliam Everidge was born 1n.uississippi.

ﬂm date of his birth 0énnot be found right now. It may be found later.
came t0 the Chootaw Nation, in the Indian Territoary, in 1833. "
Ho seemsd t0 be a prosperous business man. One 0ld cacument shows

nim to be the administrator of the estate of one, Robert [urnmer Brashears,
from 1831 to 1835, the 5th day of Nov. 1838 and signed by N. E. Revis.P.f.
It seems that he nmde several business trips back and forth to l.ississippi
over a8 period of years fram 1833 to 1838.

itness,

|

7opy of Receipt that is one hundred five ears old today.

niea'd of Thos Everidge fifty dollars to be accounted for on

future settlement,

24th April. ! sigzned, R. A. Patrick.
1832~ .
SINOTHER .

"Rec'd of Thomas HLveridge the sum of ithree hundred dollars,
vhich is payment in full for 2 neuro woman named Patty.
rer'd this 27th - August, 1828 v

. his
\ James X l.cKinney.
. mar k

\

—

. . Lawson.

2

»n0ther says,
rec'd of Thomas Zveridge twenty seven head of stock cattle.
July 1l4th, 1832.

signed- John T..Edmondson.

_homas ¢illiam Zveridge was the father of two children.
Joel ', Everidge, and .rs. Harriet Oakes. (Mother -ef Lem Qszkes)

-1L,e

Joel &. Everidge, -barn 1828
His children.

. Lllie Iveridge, born about 1848 died when he was twenty yrs. old.

-4 i Zveridge, barn 1850, died 1916.

Joel «. Everidge, born 1853.

2obert Turner Everidge, born 1856, Hov. 19, died april 6, 1921.
vock, (Martin Van Buren Everidger, born, 1860.

arabella, Everidge, Ralston,xborn 1866 llving.

Lizzie qrvin, ardmore. . arried 7. C. Ervin (1/2 thoctaw)

Laura, married B. Nation (white man) Now dead.
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In the yard of the old Thgmae Williem Everidge home, stands
~aniimmehse elm tree. The branches spread fifty feet or more from
side to side. Thomas .11lie dveridge, who must be 60 or more
“ years old, said he could not remember when it was not & BIG o
free, Inside the house, there was ho‘paper or other kind of
covering on the walls, just the bare post oak logs, they are about 15
inches in diameter.‘,chasionally there is an 0ld-fushioned
portrai%’hanging on the wall, a picture of one of the family.
.he mantels ebave each fire place are home made, duilt when
the house was built, in 1833. The mantels arn't jugt aoove
~ the fireplaces, they extend down the sides. Over the doorg
are gun racks. lhere was an old'fashioned, muzzle loading,
doudble berrel shot gun, also an old tiﬁé 22 rifle that was
used in 1837. 1In one room was an org:n that the oldest Zveridges
think of as bveing 0ld, also & Xin. of & book case, that reaches

4

to the ceiling: It was made in 1827, by old Tthomas ¥illianm

:Neridgeﬂ The Joel ., Zveridge who was Supreme ”ou;t Judge,
used it for a r'%ling case. Le tuilt himself a taole.Zx3 f%

€ uare, UpCH.ﬂnich he elways wrote his Supreme ‘ourt Jecisions.
.he table has two drawers, one below the other. Ihe lower

pért of +the book caée.is composed of drawers, the upper partf
of shelives.

o , ‘ \
~ere, [ want to mention that the 22 rifle was called "old “riday."

VUld tan Jo=1 .., Zveridge called it his feithful comp-nion.
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ut the funfiest thing of sll was &“telephone on

~

o

those lor walls, end a radio upon that crude home -made
table. fhe.clock upon thgjnantle was broucht from
.ississippi in 1833. . .

;gpng the old pabers in Zd Everfdge's’gesk, I
}ound é'letter from Oak Lodge, dated wugust lst, 1972,
I'm going to find out where Qag Lodge wa- or ls.
It was the P.fO. at New Hope Seminsry for girls in

I

Le Flore Zounty. ~

-y .
f »

4 letter writien 1y & lawpel. to Judige TIveridge, while
the messenger waits to t=ke it . distzace of fifty .

- v N . 1 . P
0dd miles, from “enair~ton “. I/, to 14, niles £.%.

of ilugo, Oklahome pleadins with the Juds~e for one

P

" more chence Jor = trial for the life of a client who
£

nea evidently been sentence 1o desth.” /

~

<

Cne from lehizh tells of t.e coal winers peing on &

A

strilte, “&

Co |

A

July 6, 1894,

'

vome decisions 6 the Suvrere "ourt. - .

anctl.er interestins~ item was in the Journal of the
“hoetaw sational Zounecil, recorains the iransfer of

thé [ushkaloosa ~csdemy buildin- to -enry -illis, in
3

ti'mes, drouth ana ~rops lookingz bed. dated

1)
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*+ retéern for servieces renaered while he was acting as

i

~

Super}ntendent and custodian of thaet same .cademy. ~

L

Henry -11llis was part Imdien, white and nesro, and

~

o, - :
was with the :vgrygge poys when they surrounded the.
. r
r . .' ’ g T
depot at soodlard and shot .m wuther to death.

~

Eenry Jillis was nared ia the indictument, which I

saw and can copy, if desired. I btelieve .ush'taloosa

..cademy was/located near .uskahorg, i the Indian

seryivory,/ “hoctaw ..otion,

50 many of those lgtters seem importznt tvo posterity.

k4

«I S0 they segem to this writer.
. ’ e

one letter from sreen . ¢c™w tsin wh n he was

’
\

..ational _ecretary “hoctaw ..ction. A

<

4
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Topy of instrupent dsting bac< to 1831, ~

. The account of Thowas Iveridge. ..dministretor of the

~
v/

estate of ﬁdert Turner -rashears, lste of ..ississippi,

Al

deceased .~=~—~~-- - ‘ -

The time, from the teginning of the administration of the

P

. : . /
estate extended from 1821 to 123°. It is very “erd to read.

The emount of noney invelved sezms to be .[2.243.14

.

+ - On the bacx side is th2 followin™, RO

R ,Jm_te of l.ississin-pi .

: Folmes ”ounty ,
I, ~ethaniel ™, Fevis.

, . P cn \
rrobates of ssid “ounty, certify that after oramination

L]

’;,__,I find the within settlement to be just and/ true amd have,
this dzv ardered the szme for renord.

2

Eth. d=v of Eofember, 1838,

Seal,

Jp— . AT IR AT : O =
—AZEL T3 GRAERE, PIEES—ORER 0G50, QT AZCN A,

M ‘
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"OFY OF ERTTER WRITTEN TO JORL ™V, EV“TRIDGE.

(Notioe the spe ,1ing of "Kimiohi® I have
also seen it spelled, " "iamichi." )

, ' " iamatia, Tex. Hov 1st, 18
~ 4 , P » 1860 v

.r. Joel .. Everidge.

wear Sir
N s
. I 2nclose vou a
nete for .55.00 on iir. William ..c70y, whi~h
vou will please collect for me, first opportunity,
as I will not have an opvortunity of seeing him.
~0 news of interest.

€

Yours ,truly & ¢ o,

:r. e Ol‘thal‘!f :,x ’)0'

P ~

An old ecrount &kdinst Thoras Bveridge, iftaccount with
Johh henry, end dated 1834 I-see, thet among other .
things, ..rs. 4veridge was chargea w1th 5 lbs sugar...1,00*
& yds of cslieo “.3.00
4 yds Red Flannel. 2.00-anuc ot credit for 2.50 for
‘making 5 prs of drawers at 50 cents per dair.

..arch 6th. 1834.

e

_Among the many idteresting papers etc owned
by Tdward ... Everidge, is an indictment charging
Joe mverlage Turner .Bveridge, .Jock Zveridge and a .
. rr2ro, named Henry 1llis with the murder of m. Luther,
signed hv 3. M. alexander, Xoreman of the irand Jury,
and J, E., lMcTomb4 U, S, nttorney. ‘oated ov. 15.- 188%
24 Everidge\stated that the Everidge boys killed in
defense of their fsther, whose life iuther was said
to have threatened. lie als¢o said they vere tried and
cleared by a jury. '

f
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FAMILY OF EVERIDGE.

Joel w. Everidge, who was born in 1853, was the father of:

Lad

LTS, Sue,Hafris, (Mrs. Paul Harris of antlers,, now oL, Okla, Mity
dill Everidée, who lives i% miles S, E, of :ilugo. V
K;j% Zrma (Ed) Wfiéon, of é;illwater, ?kig; -
dofergor Jones Everidge}/of Okla., 5ity;-

mgk. vr. Kelliam of Garvin, Okla, ' g
Pral , ! ~ /

.Te. iromuie Leerd, and sertrude Iveriage, & Robbie Tugwel¥.
I i .

~
[

- 11 of ZlPaso, Jexas .. Doug Everidge who died in 1918,
!

: |
Zd .. Bveridge borm 18850 |

-

rias a daurhter and son at soodland. Inez & Joel, the ErJ
rs &

. .
Robert lurner %veridge, who was born 1856, a

died in 1921 wés the father of,
' | | : .
idwerd ... Everidge, .ugo, Okla.. -
4éyley iveridge, arstow, .exas and five deughters.

“Jock (liartin Ven ‘uren Everidge was 1" e [father.

»

\

' | N .
Jock was [orn 1860, died?) irs. .ess itchins, Tloyd! esley
N . . .
-veridge, Jand bavid “ronket, both of “akersfield, "alif.
, .

arabella Ever{dge, Ralston. now 74 yrs. old,
&
lives Sougph of Ft. Iowson, and has a host of children &
£ N &

grand chiliren. COne of them is named “Judge” Ralston.

:‘t . TO WS(‘)-I’I.
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‘R' ﬁ
| YXANCTIVE OFFINE, -
i saoctew wation.
J5ff Gardner i »
rrincipal “Thief. -7

*a, le _own Ind. Ter.-.ay 21 18¢5

.on J. .. Zveridge,

~

~00dland,”  I. T.

-~

Jse.r iri-

I herewith

enclose for your perusal copies of three lstters

£

from the Hon. rresident, amith & Dawes, ~oncerning

the Jawes "ommission. o

~
-

} - Yours truly,
Jeff ‘ardner

~ -y -~ -
e Ve 4o Ng
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¢ -~
] . v

1‘ Executive Mension - ‘
+ashington. .ay 4, 1895.

kon. tloke Smith, -
vec. pf the Interior.

r .y Jear S1ri-
‘ As the ,ommissioners to negotiate and treat with the Jive

nivilized |Tribes of Indians are about to resume their labors, my
interest 1n the subject they have in charge, induces me to write ycu
g few words concerning their work.

a3 I said to the “ommissioners when they were first appoint-
ed, I am especially desirous that there shall be no reason, 4 all time
v0 come, tp charge the Nommission with.any unfair desling with the
Indians, and that whatever the results of their efforts may be, the
Indiens will not be led into any action which they do not thoroughly
uncerstz nd‘or which is not clearly for their benrnefit.

|at the same time I still believe as I always have believed,
snat t¥e best interests of the Indiens will be found in «merican
citizenship, with all the rights and privileges which belon - to that
condition.

» The approach to this relation should. Ye carefully mede, and

at every step the good an. welfare of the Indians should constantly
be xept in view, so that vhen the end is reached, citizenship may be to
them z.real advantage instead “of an empty name,

I hope the “ommission will inspire such confidence in these
with whom they have to deal, that they will be listened to and that
t7e Indians will see the wisdom and adventage in moving. in the direction
I heve indicated.

If they are unwilling to go.immediately so far as we may
think desirable, whatever steps are tuken should be sich as point .
out the way and the results of which will encourage these pecple in
JUr* er prosress il

A slow mo-einent of that kind fully understood an. approved
by the [ndians, is infinitely better than smfter results gzained
0; croken pledges and false promises. ' . -

~ours very truly,
(signed; urover “leveland. .

{Note by field worrer,.
The ori:inal of this letter is very likely in the possession of
.rs. i J. ardner/ widow of the late X, J. uaerdner, at Vslliant,
{ understand that she has a ~00d many manuscripts which will be
very valug_‘sle to ppsterity of the Thoctaw nation;.

»
r
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Depar tment of the Interidr,
nashiggtbn.

+

ay 6. 1895

f‘
ind | &
Hon renry L. Dawes, . ‘
"hairman, rive “ivilized Iribe “ommission,
td

4

'—1. :'-.US Cogee 9 I L] :. .

g

Iy dear Siri-

-~

Enclosed I hand you a copy of a letter from the
&

Fad L ‘

rresident, in vhich he discusses the work of the “ommission” of

>
”~

which you are the “hairmen.“ I hope it rmay aid'you to convince
- ¢ . ’~

the Indians that this work has really their own auvantage in
» 14

view. . v
‘he impossibility of permanently continuine the
A"

~
* present form of government of the rive "ivilized Zribes, must
[ < ‘ -

be apparent to those who consider the grest diffuculty already

r -& 4
experienced, even by an‘aaministration favorable to the enforce-
’ \

nient of treatieg in preserving for. them the riehts gua{anteed
v : \
ty. the sovernuent.

48 the time rust. come when they will r~hange their

~

present systom how much better ﬁor tﬂem ta insugurete with yZu.

- ;ow, under anfadminist£ation,favorable t0 their rights the plan
by which this change will be acgomplig)héd.‘
; Ver§ truly you£s,

: l.oke Smith
F Secretury.
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uenry L. Dawes. -
.rchibald 5. Mcrennon.
’renk ". .rmstrong.
J. 3. "abiness.
4 3. ..Ontgomery. ~
Tom issiomers : 4
Interior wvepartment. _
. ~“ommfssion to fivg nivilized [rites.
;o Luskogee, I. T.
liay 13, 1895.

~

.

.0 the lion, Jeff -ardner, . ~
Jrincipal “hief ". ...
wagletown, Ind ler.

-~ O @

'pear Siri~- ” . ~ )

-~

, -

: '
The "ommission to the -ive "ivilized .ribes have been

~

directed to present again to the several ..ations fqor their further

A

considerations the matiers upon which they have been authorized %o

‘ronfer, and are 1n receipt of a letter from 'he hon. >8cretary of

the Interior in shich he encloses one from thé rresident of,ﬁhe

r " =

Lnited otates disclosins his great interest in the success of this

“ommission in coming to some agreement with your -people which will$
M &

sanction all your just rights and promote your highezt welfare,

"~ -

&s well as contribute to the best interests of the Whole’gbﬁgtry.
sy Jirecetion of the "o%missiOn I enclo§e toiyou coples
of these letters with the hope that you,wiil make them known to
;our people and commend their spirit and purvose to the fzvorable
corcideration and cooperation of your lations.
) I am, with hi-hest “onsideration.

«Tuly tours,

Henry ‘.. Dawes,
Chairmen.
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) ” Sashington U. 7. NovE 181148’

Jear S3ir:
: we, the children of the late Leneral .lbert rike,
intend"to present a’hemoriel to the lationel ‘ouncil of -

the “hoctaw People at its coming session askipg it to onrovide
for payment to us out of the money th-t “ongress at its last
sgssion appropriated for the "hoctaws and “hicxasaws-or other-
4ise- the~compensation that wes due to our father for his
"lonz, faithful amd valuable services to the "hoectaw Feople in
the .prosecution of their !let Proceeds "laim-less the share

the reof he promised to pay ‘enéral _enver for his assistance.

r

“he memorial-a copy of viéﬁhﬂwill soon be placed in

~

your hands-will advise,you”of the grounds .wpon which we will
reet our rejuest to the llational Council, end this obviates our
setting forth herein what will be found there in ample form.

.
Our friends advise us that you &gre one who loves to see
Jistice done and we solicit your voice ana influence in our btehall-
. we belng well assured thet if opposition be made =t the coming
Coagress t0 the Thootaws and “hickasaws receivinz the money
so zpprogrietéd-the recognition by the “hoctaw People of wour
most just claim upon ther: w1l not fail to resommend
them favdorably to the nmeny friemds of owr fether end ourselves
410 will be in the "“oncress to Zeteruine the matser.
&
One of us-- Ir, Luther . :rike-~hopes to be nresent
at the comine session of the I'etion~l Jouncil to advocate in
person our regquest's receiving favora:le consideration and to have
the honor of meetins anmd conferrin: with you whilst “there.

e are very respectfully
f . " .-
Luther d. rike
B3ioned:
Joan Pike

o0n. ,v'o -:n EVSI‘idge ‘
Jrant, 7. IN.
vnls is ~opiea verbatim, period for period dash for dash and
20 periods where noune apaeared in the letter. e word "signed"
oeinz the only ‘one I inserted.
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~ San Bois, I, T. 1/8,/96
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-

Judge Joel Everidge : .
’ Gr&nt, Ic To 4

Jear Sir: ~

"™

I haVe:\asmxmdﬁthe responsibility to cz2ll a ‘ v

-

convention of the leading “hoctaws to meet =t iuskahoma

on .Jednesday .Tany,z?,r-’d, to discuss the situation of our affairs,

end try to formulate some plan to check the passage of the

P

L“erritorial,bills now pending before y‘ong;ress. _
I thought this a vetter plan then to have & wpecial cession
of “oundl,. aé the average ‘.our}cil nember, vwho does not read

‘the daily ;apars, cen now resiize the dangers by which we [érei:j

threatened, and micht legislate in such a way as to nake

v

matters warse. N

e would very much llke you to te »resent at

che ‘onvention and assist us with your counsel and advice.

If these Territorial bills pass ye are ruined,

e have no sgy s0 in tne disposition of our lands. The

vovernment takes every thing in-its own hands and we are
P .
e

-

o

entirely ignor ed,//’
. //’

e Your friend
“reen MCurtain.

Green JecCur tain.
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’ Ivo date. ar heading.
/v - . .
IS
- Hon. J, V. Everidge, ,
’ T s 4
Supreme Judge, 3d vist. C. N, e ,
&
Sir: ‘ . a
—_— . .
We, the undersigned, would respectfully ’ ,

ask that you Honor Grant the accompaning pe-
A& titioa of J. T. Hampton, believine to be :
fully eompetent to rra otice law in any of the

rowrts of this wetion,
* Respeatfully,

. Telle, '

oigned. —
» —« 8. Homer. i

This is an exact copy, spelling,. punctuation,
capitals ete. It is the letter I referred to on
page one.

I imagine they meant "Your Honor, Grent the petition."

. - ¢
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Thomas 1lliam fveridge and wife settled another

e

— place in 1833 at a point on iveridge Lake, about & or
7 miles S. E; of the home place, that was their bottom
Nfarm, ‘that they_hed their slaves to work. It was rfch,
ard produced lots ef corn, cotton, ete. They built a
big house on it also, in which to stay. vhile they would
have to be dom there and supervise the work of the
"
slaves. . hen, too, they had the nexro quarters. Just

a perfect plantation, store and everything.

!/

’ -

see, Paragraph 2 Page 14.
' It might be‘inteyesting t0 record here that

. that letter was ds ted Lept. 24, 1870. Zhe clieht was

named Javid Tokayd, I believe,’ tho the first name was

¢ « S

not quite cleer, anu the attorney was J. P. Folsom. ,

’
‘

. “he Post Seript, which I nevé¥ saw till today, is the

intere%ting part, and is as follows;

<

"B, 3. If you allow us & new hesrinyg

leese order

Ny

unty from executin

-

the Sheriff of a

-

death warrant.™ e J. P. Folsom.,

“opied, word for word.

e

149
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!

Josiah Thomaé, full blood “hoctaw Indien, who

lives at Torrinne, Oklshoma, was telling Judge Hunter

~

in Thootaw, about how he once traveled the ald
rilitary {rai} from Fart Towson, amd uoaks%ille

a 1ittle north of west, v "Rock Cht aney crossing,
on siamichi, river,{by the way of Pine Ridée“ncademy)
just a little north of uoaksville,‘Erosseq fhe river

at Rock Jhimney wound arcund up to what is still

[

kﬁéwn as cpencer qrossing, scrossed again, on up
thraugh what is now Jattan, and through mntlers, gﬁd
Telihina, Potesu, and, thence to fort Smith. '

The 01d “hoctaw Indian, Josiah Thomas, s: id that
when he waz a litt{le boy, he saw a "Big" 4 room iqg
" house, with thé roof fallen in then and sbandoned,
with the 013 rock chimmsy) ’cl;xat the crossing on
niamichi ri%er, one mile . orth og the preéent town
of sSawyer, Oklahomg;was named for. lie saidtthat he

vas told that long yeers before he was a little boy,

some “hickesaws came down in here and built that /

house,'then_whégjthis was made a Choetaw country /
alone, they abandened it. “hickasaw named Yakamyi{

-
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. Thie old Mili%ary téail ied past the old "ball
ground prajirie" where games of.Indian ball were
played, about one half mile !l.V. fro;rl the ."1'1:yl of e
Hugo, pump statfcn on saiamichi river,' and that station
is located about 9 miles Zast spd a lit'tlzle fiorth of
the city of Hugo. ' BN
| Gemes of Indian ball were played by the, two ‘ ,
Sounties, .iamichi and Iowson*founty. The families
and friends of the participant: would come in wagons
and camp, maybe two or three days bgfcre the games
were scheduled to take place. Hobble and be'll their
harses ang, turn them loose to graze they'd then_
proceed 1_:0 barbecue beeves and hogs, prepsratary to
their sta;y. ' ‘ - -~

-he teems would be nemed, the "deer, ' squirrel’

or any name that took their fency and each wore the —

enblem of the neme. The tail of a ceer or sguirrel

4 s

ar whatever they were naned, anmi wore it at the

-
-

moper place. ) . '
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" At recess per'iods““ they drank coffee as hot as

~ .
3

they -g)osgi'b;y ould swallow it. snd the women kept
plenty of it. |

a surgeOn' was alweys in attendance, -and ’alw;ys
needed. The games were s0 rough. If opposing
players could do no better they'd knock the fellow
in the head with his stick, in order %o get the
weall. lhey never tc;uc'ned the ball with their hands;,
out always caught 1t in the cup-like end of the ball
sticks of which each player held two.

/

-~ometimes a scalp was lald open or a leg broken.
. ,

the do~tor was always kept busy.

~



