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Moravian Missions at Qaka
and Woodmount. ~
September 1, 1937 '

*

Moravian Missions- at Oaks and i<oodr..ouiit.- *

Moravian missionaries journeyed v.est Lt the ti.r.e 'of

the .Cherokee removal fron 'ceyond the Mississippi niver in

1838. A temporary location was made near tiie Barren Fork

in the vicinity of I'yner Creek, and" sc.ewhat later a site

for a station was selected at Beattie's Irairjte. The

pê 'Kianeiit station >7£6 established at oaks, some twenty

miles north of 'rahle.uah, tCherokee nation, Indian Territory.

•The act of the Cherokee. Iteti'onal pouncil grantitig

permissi-n to the'Llsravian Board to establish"a -missionary.

station '*?as as follows: . ... . •

' \ -
"Be i t -anacted\by. the ,^ati^nal Council, that pemission

Ibe and is hereby ^najited to the Board of the j.ioravian Society

at 3alemr North Carolina, to-erect a missionary station

near, the head of Spring Cr^ek, ôn the military road, in this- .

Nation, for the purpose of.carrying on their labors in the

instruction and improvement of the Cherokee people. / _ ' • •
. • .. *

"Tahlequah, November 24, 1842., ' . •
Approved: John ,B6ss«" •
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Necessary buildings' .'.ere constructed and church and

school work was begun v.ithin a comparatively brief *per.iod

following the passage of tiie Let of tl.e. Council and its ap-

.proval by the principal Chief.

•fliis work continued without interruption until near

the outbreak-of the Civil ..ar. in tne beginning of the

conflict the minister in charge of the inissi.u was the Rev.

Gilbert Bishop. Conditions became very troublesoi.ie. The .

Reverend James ..ard, of Cherokee nationality, ./ho was con-

nected with the mission, was slaifl. by a party of- Cherokee

Indians, and the missionary activities disrupted. Superin-

tendent Bishop returned to ierinsylvania, 'cud the mission

was abandoned" until*the return of peace.

The first.; issiocary to resume work among the Cherokees

following the close of the \rcr was never e.̂ d ildvun J. Mack,

who reached the- station at Oaks before the close of ̂ the

' year of'1866. jtreaching services were regularly observed

and school work was resumed.

Also connected, with the mission, which was called

the.new Spring Place Mission, was hevereud Theodore h. Rights,

a native, of i?'reidburg, North Carolina* • '
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Following .the close of thai Civil war, by several

years,-a station called Woo&mount, a short distance

south of Tahlequah, had been placed in operation, and

at this place the Reverend Mr. -Rights, who arrived in

1872, was stationed for awhile and a large church was

built. After a rather brief period the Reverend Mr.

Rights was sent to New Spring Place. Reverend Edwin

J. Mack retired and. the Reverend Joseph Hillman was f~~~~s -

U • •

stationed at Woodmount.

In 1896 Reverend"Rights JWLscontinued work at Wood-
s

mount church and with his/family returned to Pennsylvania.

. During the eaily nineties the parents of Reverend

Rights and Mrs. J. Benjamin Leinbach visited their son and

daughter at Tahlequah and at New Spring Place, respectively.

While at the home of his son, at Woodmount, Mr. Rights Senior,

passed away. Desiring to bury the aged father at New Spring

P^ace, some twenty-five miles northwest of Tahlafuah, the

body was placed in a farm wagon and the journey was begun.

A deep snow.had fallen, making the rugged road even more

unsuitable to travel. A pathetic incident occurred. The

wagon containing the corpse overturned but re-adjustment

was made, and the party continued on their way, reaching
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their destination late ia. the night. Mrs. Rights,

wife of k'r. Rights, Senior, is al^^buiaed at the

sarae i.lace. - -

» <y *

The Reverend I'r. Hillinan deciderd to.remove the
» • •

church building to Tahlequah, 'v/hera the structure was

ultfiiaately acquired by the Presbyterian congreration,

v and the .*oodmou:tt s tat ion v/as without a church un t i l

soEie tine after the return to thai s ta t ion of _the

Reverend Mr. Rights, who, in 1886, succeeded in having

a new church bu i l t , v/ith funds contributed by church L -

members and others, and by the. Lloravian Board.

Connected with. t::e lievi Spring Place Mission for

sorue' tinie after the return of the iteverend T. ivl. Rights

to ??oodmount s tat ion was the Reverend' J . Benjamin Lein-

bach. lo r sor.etir.ie the. buildings and property *wers in,

the care of persons- selected by those having authori ty.

The Moravians wers> the f i r s t Protestant mission-
< § B • •' •

aries^to begin v/ork anTong the Cherokees i:~. t he i r original

country east of the Mississippi River; and thei r oldest

and most well-known s ta t ion was that known as Spring
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place Missibri in Georgia. -It-w&s fo r ' t h i s h i s to r ic

station that i,ew Spring I lace kission ia Indian Territory

was named. 3ut during raany years of effort both in'

the old and the nev? Cherokee i1atio..s, the merubership.

was never very large, ar.d soon al'ter the beginning of

the las t decade of the ninet-enth century the mission-

ary board be~t.n considering withdrawal from the mission

field* in the Indian Territory,'-about the middle of the"

decade announcement was ^_ade th t t tho Moravian denora-
t' V*

ination had •..ithdmjn from further missionary activity. .-

. ̂  **Tlie Mission buildfh^s and y roperty' xassed iato

ovmefsjbip of 'the others l̂ ear the vicinity of «he old

station at Caks the graves and tonbstones of several of

the early day preachers and .teachers inav be seen. The

property at Oaks is now (1957) ovmed by the Lutheran

denomination.

Authorities: Kcravicn hisoor-ical notes; Lav/s 'of the

Cherok-e Kation, printed' in 1867.

Personal recollactions.
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