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Koravian Wissions at Qaka

and Woodmount. -
September 1, 1037 o

&
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g loravian ..issions at (&ks and .codn.ouitt.

<

woravian wmissionaries journeyed west it the tie ‘of

the Cherokee removal from teyond the lLississippi univer in

1838. 4 temporary location was made neaf the Barren Fork

-

in the viecinity of Wyner Jreek, and so.ewhat latér a site

for a station was

permanent station

selected at Beattie's Ireirie. ‘The

13 -
L]

wes established atf vaks, some twenty

.

miles north of ‘Tahle ush, Cherokee ..ation, Indian Territory. -~ .

IR

‘The act of the Cherokeg latichal Council granting -

 permissi.n to the

station was as follows: .

’

."Be it -enacted)| by the .lati.nel Council, that permission

. at Salem, North ¢

‘eravian Board to establish a missionary’ ™ ——

be and is héreby snented to the Board of "the J.oravian seciety

olina, to erect a missionary station

nearfthe head of Spring Cf:ek,\on the military road, in this ..

-

M t

Netion, for the putrposse of.carrying on their labors in the

instruction and imgrovement of the Cherokee pgople. = - .

"Pahlequeh,
Approved:

November 24, 184i2.

1}

~.

John Ross.t o o L

-
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Necessary bpildings'nere constructed and church and

-

school work ﬁas begun_withiﬁ a comparatively brief'petiod

followin~ the passage of the ot of tue Council and its ap-

- eod
=
P Y

proval by the Principal Chief.

fuis work contimued without interruption until nser

.

3 ‘l‘ 1 [y 0 ’ - ' '-" e 'S ’
the wutbresk.cf the Civil .ar. In tne beginning of the
contlict ‘the minister in charge of the wmissi.i was the Rev.

Gilbert BiéhoP, Conditio.s becaue very troublesoie. 1ihe

Reverend James .urd, of Cherokee nationclity, <ho was con-

nected with the mission, was slainm by a party of cherokee

Indiens, &nd ke missionary activities disrupted. Superin-

a

tendent Bishop refurned to lemnsylvania, cud the mission

" wes ehandoned until ths réturn of peace.

The first & issionary o reswme work emong the Cherokées -

Tollowihg the close of the wer was severe.d Zdwin J. hack,
vho reached the station at Gsks before the close of the
- ) (]

# year of 1866. Freaching services wers regularly observed

-~
- -

. and school work was resumed.

Also cdonnected vith the mission, which was called

éhq;nem Spring Place Mission, was revere.d Theodore I.. Rights,

.

¢

a native, of rreidburg, North Carolina.

“ 3
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-?ollowing.th;'close of the Civil war, by severél
ieafs,-a station callad Woodmount, g shqrt 41§tance
‘gouth of ?ahquu;h, had been placed in operation, and
at this place the Revergnd Mr. Rights, wh6 arrived in
1872, was stationed for awhile and a large church was
built. Artef a rather brief period the Reverend Mr.
Rights was sent to New Spring Place. Reverend Edwin
J. Mack retired and.the’Reverend Joseph Hillman was .

2

4

stationed st Woodmount.

In 1896 Revarond'Ri%i:i/iiacontinued work at Wood-

«

fount church and with his family returned to Pennsylvania.
_During the oailj nineties the parenx; of&Reverend
Rights and Mrs. J. Benjamin Leinbach vigited their son and
| daughtsr at Tahlequah and at New Spring Place, respectively.
%hile at the home of his son, at Woo@mount, Mr. Rightg)Senior,
passed away. Desi;ihg to bury the aged father at New Spring
| Pléco, some twenty-five miles northwest of Tahlsyuah, the
bod& was plac;d in a farm wagon and the journey was begun.
A'deep snow had fallen, makiné fhe rugged road even more |
‘unsuitable to travel. A path;tic incident Qccurréd.. The
wggogwcontainiﬁg gﬁe corpse ovo&turned butfra-adjus%menf

was made, and the party continued on fboir way, reaching

{
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same 1lace.

" some tire efter the return to that station of _the
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their destination lﬁte“;n the night. Mrs. Rights, | )
~ . - : v - .y

~wife of kr. Rights,_SeniGr, is g}iﬂ‘punied at the

Lr . °
& *,
The Reverend ir. Hillman decided to.removée the

-

church building to Tehlegush, whers the structure was
- . *2y ‘ '
ultimetely cequired by the Ffésbyterian congrecation,

aud the soodmount station was without a church until

- -
>

Reverend ir. Rights, who, in 1886, succeeded in having

'
|

a new church built, with funds contribuced by church * -

nembers and others, and by tne loravian Beard.

-

° & .
Connected with vle wew Spring Ileace kission for

some time after the return of the naverend T. M. Rights

to WWoodmeount station was the Reverend J. Benjamin Lein-
k-3
bach. For sometire the builiinis and property were in

the care of peréoné;selgcte* by those having authority.

?

The Moravians were the first rFrotestant mission-

s ‘

fi=r

aries to tegin work amiong the Cherokees i their origi.al

-

‘country sast of the kii.sissippi River, end their oldest

Al

and most well;knbwnhstation was that known as 3pring

-

8 ) ’ -



.- Place kission in Georgie. JIt-was for-this historie

station that ..ew Spring ilace kission in Icdian Territory
A _ :

-
3

was nemed. Iuf during meny years of effort both in’

the old and the new Cherokee fatio.s, the membership

4

was never very large, and soon al'ter the begianing of
the last decade of the ninet-enth century the mission-

ary hoard besun consideriag withdrawal from the mission

«

field-in the Indian ”errltory about the middle of the

decade announcerext ves c-aéde thet the Lorsavian denom-

ination had withdravn from furthor missionary activity.

.o w=The ission buﬂldin's and rroperty yassed iato
f;a;a}ﬂw
°} >

RSP . . -
ownershlp of 'the othersy lear the vicinity of the old

> . ~ E]

station at uaks the graves and tombstonas of several of

the early da" preachers and Aeachers ma, be s2en. rhe
property ot Uaxs is now (19%7) owned by the Lutheran

denomination.

'

&sothorities: Mcrevicn hissorical notes; Laws 'of the
Cherok.e kation, printed in 1867.

Fersonal recollections.
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