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Ficld Workcr's name Merrill J. Nelson

This rcport made on (date) Mey 5, 1937 193

Insurence husiness

1. Name Jacod D. Minton

2, Post Office Address 311 Stevenson Building,Enid, Oklahoms.

3, Residence address (or location) FP+Oe BOX 866.1223 '.Broadway,as.,

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month August Day 13 Year 1863

s

5 Place of birth Wood County, Ohio.

Halfway betwesn Tontogany and Bowling Greenr, Ohio.

6. Name of Father _ wijliam H.Mintom Place of birth Morristown,
HeJ
Othcr information about father 100 day service,Civil Tar. See Story

7. Name of Mother Sallie Woodbury Place of birth Falmount,Mass,.

Otner information about mother _ See 8tory.

~otes or complite narrative by the ield worker dcaling with the life and
story of the person interviewed, Refir to Manual for sugzested subjects
nd juestions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to

1 formes Number of shietc attached 15 .
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MR. J. B. MIKTON'S STORY

Ky father, William li. kiinton, settled nesr

Bowling Green, in 1833; s homesteaded a piecs
of school lend. 7The only t..ing put on the r.cord -
of the deed to him wes & patent frow the state,
4 \ By mother's father was & Congregational wan.
All my people weére radicel proaioitvionists. Il.otuer's
father esta.lished the MFirst vomgr=geticnal Church
of Plain, Ohio. Lovher was very rcligious end ner
people were early settlers locaiing avout the se..e
place. The farily burying lot is mear this old church,

I was tne sixth of severn c.ildren, there bLel.g two
brothers, o. H. ldinton, eleven years clder, and -eary
me, three yeors clder, LOtL of wuoi. are Jdead.

Ly sisters were .lice J., non dead; .illie (.,
now living and chmarlotte, whe lives in svansion,

A ]

11linoiws. anothertsister, .ebel, lives in Los aageles.
I care to Emid .edic.d., after tie rusz. o+ s&w tih soldier
an

at Caldwall fire the .uu thai star ed/iﬁ; - had 'illness

<t

of lung trouble at the time of wiicy I have si.ce re-
covered in this clirmte, OUtherwise I would bave rmdse

the run., I also purchased a bicyele wiich helped me,

e

t

LI
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On the dgy.of the run, I went down to the
state line from Celdwe a short distance, about
2 miles. There were at lmt\t‘in thousand people
at that point. It was a hot day. My brother-in-
law, H, A. Boss,made the run. He stuck his spurs
into his pony's ribs and went a2 mile down the line.
- He got & fine claim,. His horse was a dun Indian
pony and 1% led the gang down the trail.( The Chisholm
Trail] A Rock Islend train group followsd right along.

I had spent some years in the insurance and loan
business at Caldwell, S.P.G.Lewis (Known as ilphabe¢
.Lowia), and I ran the business, I was his asaistant,

I cams to Enid and started my own dbusiness, I was
a'bout thirtz@ yoars of age at the time,

I had representsd the Springfield F¥ire and Marine
Insurance business in Caldwell and here in Enid I was
fhoir first sgent. Mr. Lininger, state agent for
| ~ Kansas, and now Yico President of the oompeany and &
life member of the Oklahoma Historical Society aided

me, His office is now in Chicago.
' \.
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The first office I had was with aa attorney,

Mr. Cotton. It was a frame office east of the
land office on Grand, nexmx where the Silver

Moon Gafe is now. I rented desk room for eight
dollars. @ month. Now my office is moderaly

equipped end rente for aoxeral times that amount.

I had a spece @ix feet squars with twti plain chairs,
not swivels, I had a spool case filled ;nh supplies,
which I brought with me from Caldwell,

I knew & lot of people fr;om Caldwell, They took
claims, When they mede an entry on land there was
%00 big a crowd around the office for them t¢o wait .
Finally; they puf a tent on the back of & lot near the
land office where Broadwey tower is now, Any one
wanting their number in the line paid ten cents, and
they would ‘then come to me and for a eonsideration,

I would wateh for the time 'ﬁeg it was their turn to
file and would wire them to appesr at the land office.

I would also makn out filing papers. 1 raceived

$2.50 for this., . . As I was right across from
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the land office, this business,with a little
insurance - I was the only agent for a while -
kept me goinge.

The rush to the land office continued for
some time, ¥he Registrar of the land office,
Patterson, was appointed from Atlanta., He was
a high stepping fellow and had a fine span of
sorrel or bay horses. hitched to a coach or duggy.
He was quite a fellow to drink.

3. L. Bisenburg, editor of the ¥nid Daily Wave,
becams displeased with him on account of the way the
printing of the homsstead entries was managed (though
formerly friendly), and made remsrks about Pat;eraon.

. Bisenburg liked liquid refreshments also, Fatterson
ran after Efsendburg threatening to kill him, The

¢ity marshal undertook to prevent him, DPatterson shot
him {n the lungs, and ran out the back door of a saloon.
The .mershal Williams leansd his gun against the side of
the door and shot Patterson. The bullet went in the

right ear (or left) and out the other, Ths saloon was
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next door to the corner of Broadway end Grand on
the south side of Brosdway. The Marshal came out
of the saloon and into the Drug store on the corner
run by S. He. aAllen and sat down in a chair and died
(internsl hemgrrhage), in the front of the drug atore,
Eisenburg did not come back for & few weeks on account
of the fesling.

There were runaways on the square in those days,
but they did not occur very often, Hitching racks

lined both sides of the square. 0ld wagon boxes full ,
of straw and clutter filled the court yard. The wind

would blow it all over the square, The ground became
bare, (and the dust from this would blow also).

When the Strip was opened the government establish-
ed several county seats on paper. For Grant County,

they established a location just across the Salt Fork

from Jefferson, instead of where Pond Creek is now,
8nd North Enid instead of Enid as the county seat.
But the Indians had & right to mske sallotments and

one old Indian selected a place where N, Enid waa,
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The Bock Island had already plenned %o make North
Enid and -the old Pond Creek Site ocounty seats,
mmd bought the land from the Indian or Indians,
It seems that the government got Wwind of what the
Bock Island was doing and they moved the County
Seat of *0' 'County,the present Garfield, to the
present Enid and temporarily located the Grant
County sit;a at the present Pond Creek., The result

was that neisher Enid nor Pond Creek had any rail-

road facilities for one year to a dgr.

During the year lots of things happsned. Bridges
were blown up and burned, %nd the Bock Island nad
trouble in keeping the track in shape. In the swumer
of '94 the situation became ‘dosporate. The citizens
of Enid were afraid the railroad would burn the town,
There was no fire _p:pof;e(_;ﬁ,on 6. & police force was
organized. Adout one hundred and twenty-five speci.al
police served 3-4 months, There were about 25 in a
squad. I still have the police certificate. The town

was practically under martial law, The men would take

o
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twas patrolling the town with ¥inchesters, I
patroled a beat sbout where Main Street is now,
nsar the tracks, We would halt everybody and
meke them explain their business. The trains
kept going thru, passenger and freight. The
government mail pouch was put off. It would
hit the ground and bounce in the air.

An arm reached out from the train and picked
up the out-going mail bag. (Pat Wilcfax ,now of
the Centrel Naticnal Bank was the postmester,)

There had been & bill in Congress to campel
the railrosd to stop here, but through reilroad
influence, the bill d4id not pasa._ When things
began to happen, however, the bill did pu\a.

Just/i:eforo the bill passed in the fall of
1894, my wife came down here, She and her father
and child lived in a small home or shack g little

to the south of the square., There were just a

few buildings here then on that sid e of ihe square,

One morning a man ceme riding aeross prairie dog

0
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town,(yes-you could silmost shoot & prairie dog
from your front porchiriding a male,. He went ~
south to the trestle and I followed, Before I
tell what happened, I might say that the government
had sent soldiers there in 1394 to patrol $the tracks
but ghe citizens got acquainted with them and got
them t¢ drinking so the line was not slways well
teken care of.

The Rock Island train had just ocoms slong.
The engine had got ever, The caboose hung - on
the gouth side of the trestle. The freight cars
filled with wheat and lumber were down in the diteh.

The railrosds began %o see the hand writing on the
wall, One *bhum' was killed Aon the freight train -

left the track, This aceident oceurred about 5:0Q i, .
just ahead of the passenger train.

The railroad ‘u:aina went slower when these dis-
turbances began and when they began to tear up track.

They would stop at a trestle and look it over. Finally
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one dey a m.ssapge cure to L, J. Flenimg « It read:
"If tre zeople cf 4uia will rerse 02,500, the
Rock Islend will _ut in & denct and tie nori. Lound
train from D:1les will stop, .. fIcwn Tne.Cs. Tiu
- . s "
the kock .slsna will zive =xnid service,
The woney w s quickly rel _el, .. .v de
1 belie~

, I8 yOu Ne &Y BAW SLCL L (ICWl L& L.ETE

wes at Bast Broadwey woersl Tt Delles t.ril Cilic

I had teen uere oy mys.lf tae first L1l cud
ain.er. 1 Xived in & tent betveen wi.ere 1.e
wontgomery vward Store emxd the rirst wmaticncli 2

T8 NOW. +hére was no sireet tnere t.e . nor &ny of
tLe three lztionel Hi-nwe; s, Qn fact tents ere
everywihere where .treets L& oow 1n tle earl’ Lels.
une of tiie Tersd.s L L.t TIFst .eo ... e Liemplin,
6 was reclipin: in & teni just gcroa.s t..e street

on vie esst side of urine &.d wmenuol b on t.e ict

across {rom the klrst haitional ixnk.
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Among the stores was & frame bank building
where the Kress store is now, The President was
a Wichita man, George Theis, now de;d. 1t becane
the Bank of Enid, It cheanged hends.thtes or four
times, Then it moved Yo the middle of the lot on
the North corper of Brosdway and Grand, snd finally
%0 the west of the same lot vhere it is now located,
and is known as the Central Nationsl Bank,

Another fim weas Geannon and Goulding, Pat
Goulding,after the state capitel had beem moved
to Oklahoza City, became a state legislator. They
did a losn business, '

Eber Cotton was a good land 'm'nco l(éatyor. He
had had experience in Western Nebraska and knew how to
handle cases to good advaniage.

B. E. Okappett had the block in the Jonesville
Adaition where the First Nationsl Bank now is. He
stayed there far 10 or 15 years,

" Charles Elliott, sttorney, and Podacn waé another

fimm. on this ssme lot as the Stevenson dbuilding. They
: |3
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had a tent first, then a freme building. Elliott
used it for e law office. This was just weat of
thom'aytofer. Then it wes used as a drug
store, Flemifig paid $15,000 for the lot. He
bought it about 1900 and #0ld it again., in 190§,
using it for the Bank of Enid, Them it was sold
to Agpch Stevenson and his brother-i;x-la!,Sm Evans,
for $17,500. It was still an old frame sheck in
1906. Then the present Stevenson building was

erected,

Thers were from 3-% frame buiidinga erected here
at the very first. They were scattered in differemt
parts of town. There was no high school at firat,
Wataon, who was not wery pmingnt, was one of the
first principals.

John G, Moore was thp first mayor. Charles
Moare was &n eppointed Mayor. later they were

elected.
The first thing the early city fathers did,

after the manner @f politicians, was to vote themselves
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a good sslary. A4mong the six members of the
Council were H. D. White, ldnqnd Frantz, and
Luke Faubein (Faw-be-an)., Faubein was an
fenorant farmer who proved up on a claim. (Mr.
Lee has a pieture of the early eity couneil)

There were two or three desperedos here
in the early days. Among those were Zip Wyatt,
and Pick Yeager and s fellow named Blaek,his
companion. They were sxbushed near Ringwood,
Black was killed as he hﬁ b§hind'a tm.. Yeager
ggt aways . g,g :old up & farmer and took hia' horse
and buggy. He want to & place near Marshell, He
ﬁen entered a cornfield with the eorn, head high.
The officers trailed him. Tney found wherehe had
abandoned the buggy and started inte the corn
£1eld, ZThers they found him aslesp. They pulled
up their Winchesters and aﬁot him ingloriously.

They drought him here and kept him in jail several

weeks before he died, /
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There were a couple of bad men in & restaurant
across the alley on B. Broadwey near the Erosdway

Tower loeation. Marshal William went in there. He
bad himself killed & men for $700 and was not to be
tritled with, "Stick'em up," he e said. They grabbed

for their guns but he shot them first, e used to
pull his trigger with his middle finger and wes very
quick, Rattle Snake Ciiarlie was another. Three or
four officers went $o arrest him. They had quite a
struggle and nearly tore all his e¢lothes off him.

I sew him in jail. Torn and almost naked. There
wore -badger fights and all kinds of 'thunderbucket’®
Jokes,

Dr. Rush was one of the first dentists. He came
from Salt Lake Cisy. His office was in the upper half
story of a grocery store, just ecast of %he Broadway
Tower, He had an improvised dental chair and other
rathey primitive equipment, He gave nothing to ease
pun;

I notariod?,horo from the ury tirst. Jor a while

I was located in the Day buildifig on N. Independence,
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I have renewed my contract every four years since
and still have the same sesl press, Haowever, the
seal itself has had %o be replaced once or twice,
h‘vh;g worn out from use., PThe building was iron
clad,

So far as I know, I was the first abstractor and
the first insursnce man here, Another abstractor was
lewis J. 4. Vollers, He is now in Oklahoma Cbty.
Another was A. ¥, Buffingdon, who asoon oommenced
making abstracts,

There were two or three personal banks in town, .
014 Mr. Spencer operated one of these, It was on

the north side or next door to Cotton's Law office,
He hardly had a dollar when he started his bank.

Judge M. C. Garber was located cne mile south .
and a mile east of Garber, I remember seeing him
in his country store. It was quite & nice store and had

a good stock far a rursal establishment,
Where the Broadway tower was, at first, there was

a restsurant, 7The lot was often vacant, 4&n iron clad
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building was erected cust cf this in tue middle of
the. block. There were two cr three houses.wheré the
Bass Building now is. woods, the first townsite

treasurer, later pliced a swimning pool tuere,

N

01d man dgenéer wes cashier in tie "0 County
cank, The f:cll or winter of 1294 tis denk clesed
end I lost eigit or ten dollars., I L:d sent & cuec:.
for that emount to & {irm back ecst, The c.eci wes
re@gsedldué tQ jhe failur%jéf the L&k,
avout all you hed to have in those days to start
& benk wes & szgn, & safe, azd & notice you woulu re@give

deposits. I had sent the check for tea dollers worth
of nedicine, I.finally paid the ten dollars, obut t.e

bark never reopened or peid zunytiing to its descsitors.

¢

]
I have tnree children, L. Lec lL.inton:“Who is with
. b b
4

Fi

-

[
tae Traveling Insuranc; Company of L?ﬁwaukee; kax
[3
Minton, who woN:s in the office #ith me; and virginis
H b <

(kinton) Deiley of -da, (kla.oma. Ler husberd is -

-

meneger of the hation@l oupply Vompeny. Ly wife i

/
still a member of the anid Study vlub, which is yet

N

an active orgenization. It is with & grest deal of

pleagure thet I have observed the growth of knid,

= » /mems of which' I have recoxded here,

4



