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THE OLDEST BURIAL GROUND
IN jaSHINOTON COUNTY •

Due to the tnoughtfulness of Mrs. Georgia Stokes

Brown, who has %s\zen the initiative in the matter, the

first buryingkrbund in this per tioa of the Indian Terri-

tory, the Stokies graveyard, five miles north of Parti ea-

ville, which has been asgleeted 'la tely, is to be restored

r • • '

to proper eqsidition. A call issued by Mrs. Brown for en

assetablipgVof the people of thet" locality has .called

.popular attention to the burying ground, a place of large

loeal hlBtorleal /interest. Though this vrss. tig first

place of interment and is in Indian country, i t 'is by no

means the Indian burying ground of the popular understanding.

The Cherokee and Delaware people were a^anced Jln'eivili-

zation flwny years ^efcre their removal t& tnd/an Territory.
As, the owners of .the eemetery land, they were the landlords
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here, and the whites were their tenant*?* 2be Stokes

cemetery contains the remains of Cherokees, Delawares,

Oaagee and vrhites but no barbaric or heathen ceremonies

accompanied the Interment of remains* The memory of

persons"now living does not run to the time when there

were "blanket Indiana" among the Oherolcees' or Delawares.

The Osagea who are represented In the ro l l of the dead

here 'interred were in every instance descendants of °

parents in mioia white blood ran. The Hampton family of

'whom numerous representatives, live, in the territory, of

Bsrtlesville, are pf^ihis class. Until a fs» years ago

and oocasi.onajLly .eaon mjn9 i t was ths custom of. the blanket

Osages to.place their dead on top of the ground-usually

o^ hil l tops, -i'oiae time a. the body ras sea tod and. again i t -\

was placed in an upright position and supported and

covered'with rooks. I&e-re mournexa oarae, dressed in the /

fashion of. the eauly Jews, wearing torn clothing and also

having, fas ted for a week beforehand. ^The 'srinds ble*» avsay

the rocks, and the Etone^nssuiayfall and the wolves would
- - - - • ' r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ • • ' ' - /

fight for the body, - All of these forms are now disposed, of.
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In the Stokes cemetery are many nice monuments

and the proportion of unmarked graves i s not large*

Many of the moUnde are protected by iron railings or

neat wooden fences. A low stone'fence divides the

burying ground fsom the road way* Mrs. Stokea Brown

recalls that the Cirst funeral at this graveyard "was in

the spring of 1875. Tffhen a child of George 'Tyner ( a

cousin of Jurvis Tyner) was buried* The earliest inter~

ment shorn by 1ascription upon tombstone was Mrs* Stokes*

father• The naaB was Hugh Russel, T̂ IO clied July 19,

1875, A double a l a b ^ r k s hie resting place^ the Beooad

grave being that of his'viife, Kuth 4»_whp was also a

cousin ishose death occurred less than a month later.,

Augxst 3.5, 1875, and* i s sttrifeft^d- to 1 grief over the,-

death of her husband,. The stones, bear, the Colloiing

inscription:. . \ •

Beseniber, friend as you^pass by,

As I em now, so you au-st^be;
Prepare, for death and fojllow rae.

Within a fe* feet of these two graves i s 'that of

leayon who died at the age of ^twenty years, the

date of her death being February 14,,i877« The stone
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marking .this grave bears th© aarae inscr ipt ion as above*

This epitaph was a popular one and i s found on several

other tombstones in th i s cemetary* Mollie Kenyon was

a s i s t e r of Mrs. Stokedf mother,'

Mrs. Brown's grandfather espoused the cause of the

Confederacy at the outbreak: of the Givil fter^and at' the

close of the war he >nd his family went to Texas,. There

*• ' , th©.Butler family met the Rusuel family* Mrs, Brown was

seven years of" age when in 1873 she o^ae with her parents,

Mr« and Mrs* Hugh-Ru-ssal, to the\^laoe whei'e she-now

l ives . " TBey had "no" neigitbors hearer thaii three railes,'

Shortly before that a party W inji^udera (as a l l whites

not inxeriuerried were knovniF, a colony of people who had

ffi.istak.en. the bounc'a^yjline'.aii.d who thought they had located
> I .

in Kansas, had been ©viate^. There remained standing at- .

the t loe the '"'Shanghai i?ence3n which \iavg> oreatod to hold

the t i t l e to the land' 'squatted upon, staked ami ridered

fences but only a few feet hi*;h«. "Delaa-are Charlie" a - .

man of .that t r ibe well knovgi,throughout th i s part of the

Cherokee Nat ion for many years, livad three miles north*

George Wilson lived o'n the rive», Jadk Shailer had a place

he. s t i l l makae 3&i.s
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Although the ground set apart from- the StoKes l.s.a

as a place df intermp-nt was primarily for members of

.A that family^ funeral parties came to i t from long

tances-^-from points knovm ae Oolagah* Oche3& ta9

. etc, H^-charge was ever'made for lots It this

The third interment was William Ringo, who was buried '

there in the fal l o? i*̂ 75* The Jbombstone hrev his grave

shows that 2slr« Ringo ?^s 'born in the ce rtury, of the

Anarioan revolution, March 13, 1379^ t?as th^ date and he

died. October 9, 18?^, Pres HiAgo and Jos rdngo who live

at Nowstta' ere his grandsons^- .A granddau^iter Mrs. :i»

Beonett, widow a£ Joe Bennett, l ives at Silver Lake*
"i

* . •

Joe Bennett*s name occurred recently in Goaneoti'on with

the decision.of the Doitod States Suprs&g Court iu the

case of the ciainjant intemarriod whites* He ^as one.of

the two •white . i who bought head rights in the Cherokee ,

Nation* His f i r s t wife \ms a Cherokee vjoiaaa.. and after,

her death he bought a right in the Ration* \Chat Cherokee

law remained in force bu-t one ye«r, po many whites took

advantage of i t that i t was necessary to° repeal i t or

the Cherokee Nation would have been swaaped. by the .whites.
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• Burled"4:0. the Stokes ceraetery are the remains of
•

J« W« ^ackey, the* f i r s t physician in th i s par t of the

• country* He died August 4, 1882. He i.s spoken of as

'a Uian whose splencfld ta lents -were lessened by the use

of drugs. For sever r l years Dr. Lacker made h is home

with John. Sarcoxie* - .My gran<3ffcthejP.T:-ne.r, Beuber. "•

Tyner go^ Dr« Lackey>the job aoetorin/: the Delaware**.'

He received $1,200*00 a year. If he doctored the white ',

people they paid him extra,.,
*

The lack of uniformity in the- se l l ing of Delavsare

proper nan«s is strikingly illustrated in the inscriptions

o.i the tombstoa^s of a well known family. \ •'

,. . Minnie Swanidr, daughter o f ' J , J, Swanoek, diecl

February l s 1882, aged one -.onth, and the tia .ie was 'then

spelled in the manner here'shoTOu Luc.inda. ^>ed »ne year,

died June 27, 1884, and the surnaoe Is there spelled the

same way. The head of the family, John, died December 15,

.,. 1889, and the surname i s there snelled Swamjok* Another

variati-on of the spelling i e Swanock*

W. H# Briggs and •wife^are buried si fie by aide» Her
^ *

. 'death occurred July 19, 1881r at the age of thirty years, .
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and ha followed i n the succeeding -.December, The

Masonic eoiblem i s engraved o i hi a toinbatone. Parsons

\sho remembered Mr. Brings In llf«vsay th«.t bo

marriod Arthur Carr.

John Wilco^, aged fi f^y^one, who ti\r-r Aiuiuc.

1883; Leroy, son of J . ~Ji 'Wi^oy, die." Deoembor 28^

1383, aged twelve years: Oenett *''. ,wifc of George,died

December 3 , 1885, &gp$ twont.\-five and Jemes '^ilcoxj

died'February 25, 190G, aged th i r ty-nine , find their

rest ing places here. One of the 1,'r. tfileoxes died a

violent death, though wliether it«was accident or -\

suiiide ^ s never known*

"Bie Hampton i o t contains the graves of the following:;

•Rowland T« Hampton, who died October 19, 1L""/, e t . the y

age of sixty eight years. The stone bears the

inscr ipt ion: "Best, father , res t in quiet sleep,
While friends in sorrow o fer thee weep,
Freed from a l l oare and pnin> asleep"•

Sxat of b is wife, Ruhana, who died January 26, 1R89, i s

the adjoining grave and the stone bears the following

inscription^
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"Dearest.mother, thou has le f t us,
Here thy loss we deeply feel ,
But *t is God that hatfo .fteroft ub, '
He ©an a l l our sorrow heal ."

Hast H. Hampton i s buried in the same lo t . He died

July 1»5 1876, aged th i r ty ye^srs* The inscription •

i s : "Kiev who renew him best will bless his name and

keep his rasrcor . lear while l i f e shall last"* A snai l

gr»r.ite shaft mar!:? the ^rave of Milton D* Hampton

VTho died December in , 1891, aged twenty-seven. Erie ,

the daughter of H. and I?, Has^t -. was born August 3,

1891, and died January 1, .1895, The stone bears th i s

inscript ion: "The self 3amo hand froT, whence
: t«a3 given,

Has t e ^ n oar best to heaven.

J u l i a I . # I Q <Jied October, 1887, aged f i v e months, and

G r a t i a , August 17 , l ^ B t , «-<? seven onth's, were both-

infa l i t e r s -s" T. H» end I . Hnmpto". \ double-.

sl?ib itiarks the grave-and bears th i s inscript ion:

"Sueh-fi heavenly " ' j r i t" d^oi t in thy
breast ,

Suah a world, of bripfrt thouf^its in

,thy Soul".

Without any attempt at consecutive statement,

here are given the inscriptions on some of t!he

stones: '" . •"



, JARVIS. 01 JT^d^-O; J^u.^ . 13678.
STOFKS

Lit t le ton Eaton, Died October 21, 1889, aged

•twenty years;

J* M. fGoodhue, died Marc>i 28, 1889 aged twenty

three* Lizzie wife of J* J* Ooodnue, father find son

;'' i t i s the aon v»ho i s referred to f i r s t*

Martha Ann Bershears, died August 8, 1364 . at*<i

twenty-three years* ' .
r

E, C» wife of A. 'Webster, died Jan* 8, 1901;

wrUie lovely flower lias faded".

Infant sou of 0 and Ja* VJeis, "A l i t t l e bud or

love to bloaaoiii with GJd above^*

7m Um Broason, -3ir>tl October 26s 1896,

Sffie-V daughter of . » , -and A. 0* Ohristian,

4 died October 2fi, 1888t aged t?w months. "Sarth counts

a mortal: l a s s , heaven, an angel 'more**

Mary ?• Pratherj,, wife of $• Prather^ ^\\->-.\ Apri*i

,199 1883, aged twaaty-six ye^rs.

Mrs* Stores ' graadfather i s buried i n the South,

but here a l l the others of her family were in terred,

G* G# Stokes, aged f i f ty- three died April-6 f 1892»

B. F* Stokes, aged twenty-five died November•27t 1893*
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John iu Stolces, am of G, G» a.id/5htbe .!• ;
/dived January 10, 1S90, aged two^ty-six, 1*here *!••

i-lso graves of children ind infants of the Stokes

f a^d t • • •
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