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THE OLDEST BURIAL GROUND
IN YASHINGTON COUNTY .

Due to the thoughtfulﬁéss of Mrs. Ceorgia Stokes

4

Brown, who hes tsken the initiative in the matter, the

tory, the Stokps graveyard, five miles north of tartles-

ville, which has been meglected Ia tely, is %o be restored

] to proper dition. A eall issued by Mrs. Brown for an

aasembling of- the geoule ef th?t loeallty has .called

e g g g sy,

zation many years ’befcrg ‘bha ir renoval t Ind en Territory.
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fl/@fe, and the ﬁhiteg ie:;:e thetr tenantg, ‘The Stokes
@etew conteins the rax;mai;m of Cherockees, Dalamx;e;
Osages and wh{tes but no barbaric or héafheé qérem?niee‘
accompanied the 1ntei*ment of remaiﬁs. The memory of
nrersons ‘new li.ving does not rua to the time when there
.;’eré "blanket Indians™ among the cherol\eas or Delawares. ,
The Osages who are represented 'in the roll of j;he dead
here ’iétgired were in every i‘nstan_c,e descendants of °
parents 1n wiom white blooé ran, The Hempton famlly of
vihom mumerous reprase;xtativas live in the .tg;;itdry, of
Bsrﬂ?svilie, are pf“‘\this class. Until a few ;{ears'-ago
z}nd ,o,cqasi.o_naliy aven m3, it was the cuatam_aof the balanket

Osages to.place their dead on top of the grdund-usually

Ou hillt‘ops. zometimaa f.he bedy was seated and aga..rx it o=

was placed in an upright positior and suppcr'bed and \ T

e

" cgvered ‘with rocks. me-re mourner. ceme, dressed im the ’

—

faahion of the early .Tews, maring torn clathing and also

.-...._‘ or A ey . e sl b o o T @

=3
having fasted for a week aefo:cahand. “The Wiudo bJe*t away

the rocks, and the atoaes*xmma’fall and the wolves woulﬂ

,,A—"/

ﬁght ifor the body.e - All of' these ferms are uow disposed ,,g!_". )
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in the Stokes cemetery are many nice momments
and the pmportion of unmarked gravaa is not larges.
Man'y ‘of the mdunde are protected by iron railings or
neat wooden fences. A low stone “fence vdi'vides the
barying ground from the road way. Mrs. Stokes Brown
. rocalls that the first funeral at this gresveyard was in
the spring of 1875. i;lhen a child 0‘)‘;‘- Gearge Tyner 8
_gousin of Jurvis Tyner) was burieds The esrliest inter~
ment a;o\'m by iaseription upon ’cdmbstox.xe Was l;rs_; Stokes®
father. The rame was Hugh Russel, who died July 19,
1875. A éouble slab\narks his resting place, the sscond
| grave being that of hig'wife, Ruth A. whe was also a
sousin whose death occurred less than & month later,
- - Augaat 15, 1875, and 1s atiribeted o grief over the_,—‘ ——
. dsath of her husband.. The stones. bear. the f‘el};ving

o

tnscriptionh N

£~
N

. A\
Remember, friend as you \pass by,
- .o -~AB~yOou uIp NOW; B4 GResWes L
~ 4s I ém now, s¢ you musthbe; -
Prepare for death and follow me.

Within a few feet of theSe twe graves is “that of
,;uollie Kenyon who &wd at the age or\twemﬂv years ’ the

date of her death being February 14-“18’77. The stone

-
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markiﬁg,this grave bears the ssame inscr{ption,aa abb&e.
This epitaph wﬁa a popular one and is fou;; on sevaral
other tombstones in this cemetsrye Mollie Kenyon was
a gister»of'mra, ét§§eé' mothsr.:

Mrs, Brown‘s'graﬁdfathér egﬁoused the cause of the
Confederacy ét'the oufbreax of ‘the Ci§i1 War_gnd at the
closs of the war he 'nd his family went to Texas., There
' :‘ohe Butler ramily mo't the Rusdel famils. Hrs. Bruwn wae

seven yeers of age wheo in 1873 she cfue with her parente,
Mr. and Mrs. ﬁl}gh Russel, to t}x

place where she now

“Iives. THey had 1o nelghbors nearer thul fthree files.

Shorily béf9;e that a party Wl 1n;zpder&.(ashall whites
not invermerried were kmownf, a colony of peaple who had

mistaken. the bqunﬂéfzbineﬁaﬁd who thought they had locéte&-

e ——————
!

in Rensas, ha§ been oviated, Thére'remained standing at-
the time the "Shanghéi éeneaé" which &er@ aégagad ta hold ~

the title to the l§n628quatted upon, staked and ridered

fances but only a few feed high.. ;Delaﬁa:o Charlio" a -
man ‘of .that tribe well known throughout this part of the

Cherokee Kation for man& yoars, lived three miles norths | o

.George Wilson liveg on the rivex, Jadk Shaller had a place

he.st11) makes His Komes
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_' 4 Although the ground set apart from. the Stoxes 1 R SN

/ as a plaae 4f interment was primarilj for members of

‘that famil:,r,‘ funeral parties came to M: from long dize Sy,

-

' ®
tenges--from points lmown oe Ocluguh, Ochek ta, Vers, -

. etea 'Woharge was ever' made fox lot° i‘ﬂ thie c\,,ma‘ce:r,.

A * -

The third intermnr.t was Mlliam Pingo who was bur:ed

there in the fall of i'75. The fombstone $wer his gréve
shows that i‘ér. Ringo wag born in tine Jce ':.turyj of 'the

~ .
Amorican revolution, March 13, 1370, was the date ind he
dled. Qatober 9,~18'7v-. z’:ces Ru;bo and Joe I‘u.ngc rhc live

¥

at ‘Qowata are his granason s £ granddsuohter Mrse e
. RS

Bsanstt, widoa of Joe Bannett, lives &t biwnr Lakes

‘ » .
Jee Bennett's name gecurred recently in eozmeo'hi on with
»

the decisien of tha Uni’cnd States Supres Court in the

case of the claimaut intemurrmd ‘-whites, He wis one .of
the twe white .\ who bought head righis in the Cherckes .
‘. oo

. Nation. His first wife was a Cherokee woman, and after,
her death he bought a right ia the Nation. That Cheiokee

lew remained in force but one yéar. ﬁo many whites took

N

. ' 4 . b ’ '
adventage of it thati it was hecessary t¢ repeal it or

the Cherokee Natiom would have been swamped by the whites.

r . , ! '
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- Bgriedkin ;ﬁe StokéP cemetery are the remains of

E Jo We Backey, theofirst vhysiciaen in this part of the
~euntry, We died August 4, 188¢. Hg‘is spoken of as
“éatnn vhose splendid talets wers 1eséenpd bv the use

‘. of drhgs. Tar sever‘7 years Dr.(;acke‘ made his hane

v with John Sarcoxies - My grﬂnafethen T ner, Peubesr 7,

Twner go% Dr. Lackey-the job doctorine the Delawares,

He yeeeiyed ©1,200.00 a year. If he doctored the éh;te

fédple they paid him extra. . ' '

The lack of uniformity in %hé—spal]ing of Deslaware
proper names is strikingly {llustrated in the tnséripticns
on tgg tombstonrs of a well knowm familv. "

Minnie Swanick, daughter of/J, J. Swa'q;_ck, died
Fegruary i, 1382, aged one —onth, end the na % was %béﬁ
srelled iﬁ the menner here shown. Lucinde, :ed ene year,
died Juns 27, 1884, and the surname is there spelled the
same way. The head of fke family, John, died December.ls,
1889, and the surname is there snelled Swanyck.  Another
vgriation of the spelling is Swanock. 3 |
. 3, Briggs and wife are buried side by side. Her

- ueath gacurread July 19, 1881, at the age of thirty Jaars, .

Y
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and he follawed in the smicceeding December. The

2

Magonic emblem is engraved o7 his tombstone., Parsons
X ’ .
‘who remembered Mr. Briges in lifa’asy that he wyre
es 3
cyiiskers whieh recchsd ¥io waiste  dnvahtes af T

Briggs married Arthur Carr. :

John Wiilico#, aged fif{r=one,; who di~¢ Augdus,
% " .
. 5 4 .
1883; Leroy, son of J. 7. Wilcox, die’ December 28,

1883,'aged twélve yea;s; Cenett v, ,wife of George,died
' Degember 3, 1885, aged twent;-five and ismes Wiléox,
‘died’ Februery 25, 1900, aged thiriv-nine, fird itheir
Eeséing places heré. Oué of tﬁe ir. Wileoxes died &

violent death, though wheiher it .was accident or -,

sulride was never knowne

The Hampton lot contains the graves of the follewing:;

-

‘Towland T. Hempton, who died October 19, 1E77, st the

age of sixty eight years., The stene bears the fodlowing

inseription: “Rest, father, rest in guieti sleep,
' While friends in sorrow o'er thee weep,
Freed from all care and pesin, asleep®.

That of his wife, Ruhana, who died Jenuary 26, 1889 is

-

the adjoining grave and the stone bears the following

insariptiong
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"Dearest mother, thou has lefli us,
Here thy loss we deeply feel,
But *tis God that havh beraft us,
" He 6an all cur sorrow heal,"

- . liass H. Hampton is bnr?ed ié the s2me lot. He died
July 13, 1876, aged thirtv vears. The 1n;cr1ption‘
is: "Ther who %new him best will bless his‘nane ang
Xeep his memor . lear while life shell last®. A small

‘grarvite shaft meriic the qréve of Milton D. ﬁéﬁp%on
who died December 18, 1891, éged twenty-aeven.‘\Erie,
the daughter of H. and R,'Hampt: s born Aﬁgust 1,
'18§1, and died January 1, 1893, &he stone baars this

inscrip?ioﬁ:' "The self same hand from whense ‘
‘twas given,
- - Has te'®n sar best to heaven. -
Tulia I. vhe died 6ctoberL1987, nged five months, and

~ -Gracia, August 17, 188L, 5:e seven —aaths, were bcth:

infé ' shiers ~° T. 4. =ad J. Hampton. * double-
slsb matks the grave -and bears this inscription:
A "Sugh-a heavenly ~uritw dwelt ix thy
. oreast,

Sugh a world of bright thoupghts in
Shy S{ul".
#ithout any atténpt at consecative afatement,

here are éfven the insoriptious on some of tbé tomb-,

4 stones: : et : -
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Littleton Eaton, Died Octdber 21, 1889, aged

swen ty years,

-
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Je M. 'Goodhue, died March 28, 1989 aged twenty

three. Lizzie wife of J. 4o Coddnue, father and son

it is the son who is referred to firaste.

Martha Ann Bershears, died aumust 3, 1864. sael

twensty-three years,

E. G. wife of Ae Webster, died Jan. &, 18U1;

e lovely flower has faded”.

Infant sog of G and Ja. Weis. "a little bud or

love t0 blossocw wita Gud above~,

Je Me Bronson, 'i~d Oateber 26, 1896.

'Effieg daughter of .. , 2nd ae Co Christian,

‘4Ted October 27, 1886, aged two months. "Earth counts

" a mortal less, heaven an angel more”.

e e

19, 1833, aged tweaty-slx years.

[y

Mary P, Prather, wife of 5. Prather, ..o Aprifl

Mrs. Stokes' grausdfuther is buried in the South,

but here all the others of her family were interred.

Ge Go Stokes, aged fifty~three died Aprll-6, 1892,

3. Fo Stokes, aged twenty-five died November 37, 1893,

)
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Joha s Stokes, @on of Ge Ge aad

dled January 10, 1290, aged tw«

Phebe Jeo slokes,
ty-glxs There are
) 180 gruves of children nd infants o1 the Stokes

Paid . &« o



