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. The FoureMile Branch,

Four miles east of Fort Gibson is the Four-Mile Bremch
locality, once inhabited largely by Freedmen, former slaveé of

Cherokee ¢itizens, The land aiong the branch and in localitiea

. adjoining 48 fertile, and fine erops have beén produceds—

The settlement had its origin as. the reeult of an spidemie
of cholera at Fort Gidson in 1867, Large numbers of pebple were
living in aﬁd about the town and {n the vieinity of the military
f post. The divil War had ended two vears previously bué as yet
many of the people had not again engaged in their oustomary pw-
~ suits.

During the summer season of 1867 & numdber of soldiers-
arrived from & southern post tc suscced the soldiers whé had been
ocoupying the military post. Aibout two hours after the arrival
of the new members ot.the garrison, one of. the soldiers fell sud-
denly 111 énd soon died. Socon a number of soldiers were oriticaie
ly 111 and some of them died, The fact was quickly found that
. cholers prevailed. Civilians were also aﬁrickan and many disd,

es also 4i{d numbers of negroes,
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Panio- stricken, 'many of the people hastened %o locas..
ities at a052138;£%1e distance away. Some went to Tahlequah,
some %o Park Hill, and to other plaaes, But the Freédmen in
zost instance: halted upon reaohixig the Sranch,’ where there
was smooth and grassy land _1nterspe?sed with trees, véater was

easily proourable, and there were no more instances of illness

' e cholera, In fact, none of those who removed %o other
socﬁons of the count ‘rienced fllness,
Af%er the passage of Bevereil woeeks the malady decreased
and its ravages ceased. During the period of its prevalence
several weIl-Lknown persons died from the effects of thé d{asase
beeides many ethors, whites, Indlans and negroes., MNany years
later there were old men and women in Fort Gibson anxi vi oinity.,
as woell as‘elaewheré, wno reean:-‘ the poriodl whon ehcleré'
'prevaned.

‘ Fm;m the epidemic had coased many of the Freedmsn dee
cided not to return to Fort Gidson, They had been givan( equal
rights with the Chsrckesa. aonsequently, they duilt thelr
cabins, and enclosed tracts of iand slong the stream which be- )

came called the rowlo tranch. For a number of years in

the days of the Cherokes govermment, there was maintained by
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the Chervkee Nation a public school (for colored children)
~ whioh was designated as the Pour-Mile Branch school and was
usually taught by white teachers, S ‘
Years ego the cultivated tracts of land in the Four
Mile Branch locality were encloséd with rails split trém oak
a other tzmbeé. which in iater years g;v% way to barbed wirs
fenoing. The old Tosd leading from Forf Gibsop to Tahlequah
passed ehrqugh the locality in years lox;é"p:at;
The cholera epidemic of 1867 w;a the hlas:c exper;enoed
at Fort Gibson. It is recalled that Miss E."Jax;ejacaa of the

Park Hill locality melated ineidenis of th%“chblem apldemié
at Fort Gibson anq of the Four-M{ls branch school..

Rota: ‘ ' T

~

Miss B, Jane Hoss &ied at Elm Sprimgs, In-
dian Territory, spril 8, 1894, aged 67 years.
Shs often Yelatad to her miece, Miss Elizabeth,
- stoartes of the psople amd eveats of picaesr

day3. TFron these tales $01d by a persom.. who
k::u persoually the people anéd who passed
through she imcidents moted, Miss Rlizabath

Ross hés given many manuscripts to thia project,

imcluding the adove.
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