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Elizabeth Boss
Investigator
December 18, 1037•

Narrative by Elizabeth
Ross on the Worcester Frees*

"The Worcester Pressn was one used in the Park Hill

Mission Printing Office* Printing was begun in that office

in 1837 and continued until the death of Reverend Samuel

A* Worcester in 1859* Within recent yearse each of two

well known'small hand-operated printing pxe&BQ& have been

thought by various persons to have been "The Boroeater

Press1?. As a matter of fact, neither of the two email

presses ever were used in the Mission Printing Office*

The smaller of the presses has been referred to as

the Sshawb press* • It was shipped to the Reverend F« L.

. Sohawb, once superintendent of Dwight Mission, froa New

York Oityv Superintendent Schawb was told by those who

sent hils the press that it was the original Worcester press.

Because of this erroneous statement the Reverend Mr, Schawb

adhered to the belief that the famous press was that in hie

possession. This press Is now at Dwight Industrial Train-

ing school, near Sallisaw Creek, Seqaoyah County*
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the larger press was seat from Sew York City to the

Rererend A* N. Ckambsrlin, « fcreeby»«elan minister, who

lived for a mttber of years at Pheasant Hill , several

idles aistant from Visit a* Tht B«vt£»sd Kr.

a Cherokee primer and other email items, such as

tracts and l e a f l e t s * Be, t oo , had been informed that the

Worcester press had been sent him* In course of time t h i s <

press cane into possession o f the l a t e Beverend Ralph J .

jLsjnb, DJ>* o f Tulsa* Or* lasfe sometimes s tated that he
*

was the owner of the Worcester press* A short time be* ̂ ;
fore his death, Dr* Laak pressntedthe press to the First

* «•

Presbyterian Church of Tula a.

During uany years there hus been ipeculatlon as to ,•

what btcm© of tiie press so long used at f&k Bill* Many

belioTtd that i t had been shipped to the headquarters of

the i«erloan Board of Comltwiom^B tow ?s?eigii Hla»lonss

at Boaton, Uassacjmaetta. Such was ne?«r done* The

iaarloaa Board in 1860 withdrew from missionary labors in 4V

the Cherokee Nation, The mission property and buildings '

were then acugsiffsd through purchase by Xbijah aicku, a .
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Charokaa oUts iz^ whoss wlfa was tha forosr Idas

Worwettr, joungast daughter o f tha Itovaxand Samusl A*

and Inn Grr Woroaster. Abi,Jah Elcka was swrdared soon

«ft t? t)i# bogiaolns of tb» Civi l War and h i s widow l ived

on tnt o U KorcfBier hawplaca unt i l a«or the d o s e of

fh« conf l i c t , when ih« mor©d to Fort Oifeton* B«r ieooufi

tateband worn Dr. Denial ^# Hitchcock. Aa aeaistan^ ear-

gton tu th» United St&t#t Arsny, Br* Hitchcock, a f t w

trfct ing many cfeolftra Tictlac i n 1867, f a l l a victim to

tfc* .ratlady end na was burled i n tht Unitad Statea Jfctloaal

M©attiy, n«ar tbe town of Tw% Gibaon* His wif« to also

buyisd baaida him# 6ha dying oiny yaara la tar a t an ad-

tan«ad ago*

I t ««f m% un t i l recently that def lnlta and convinc-

ing particular* r#latlng to tha diapoaition o f tha Worcaetar

pmrn$ s s I t i a s 9fUsi htm rafarrad t o , was fbrthooming.

During th» Civ i l So? parted. 1km* Bannah Woroastar

Hicka, as aba than was, leapt a dla^y* In looking through

this diary her only l i v i n g son, B* w* Hickat found t h i s

rafaranoa t o tha printing praas and natarlalst
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c
X vent to the printing office* I did not

know before how completely i t had been cleaned out* The

presB, types, psp«ps, etc*} a l l carried away or destroyed

by Staad ffetie'e men, with help of the Texans% (The

Texan* were membero of a Texas Confederate regiment}*

Stand Wetie, at first a Colonel, and later Brigadier

assess!, in the Confederacy, isads several raids in the

Park Hill locality, principally is. lops* i s the course

of whichir;:Htiat*r»»aoa»% the residence of Major Gearga M*

Murreli. was looted, although Kaior Murrell was hlnself

a'fltrong adherent of tea Confedereoy, absent from hoae at

the time in Virginia* "Bose Cottage', home of Principal

Chief John Boss was burned by order of Stand Watie, and in

tfcs. town of Tohlequah, his orders remtlted in thft burning

of the CSiSfOk»« oapitol buildings^ iTie old misaloa was——

then visited and the famoua printing cdffice, f irst in Him

preient Stats of Oklahoma, wrecked, as indicated in the

reference in the War-time diary of Mrs« Hannah Worcester

Hick*. 4

15m presf was considerably larger than tbofle already

menUoned aod has been referred to as a "Tufts Standing

• • *
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» Boring th# period of Home twenty-two years i t

waa In Ytxy frequent use, a Taat volume of printed matter

being completed and sent out* The printing office fttood

at a distance of several hundred yards from tae mission

rteidence, or Worcester home* Soon after the war dosed

the office was aoM. and i t s osier doaoliahed the build-

ing and hauled the material to the town of Fort Gibson.
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