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Narrative by Elizabeth
Ross on the Korcester Press.

*Ihe Worcester Press” was one used in the Park Hill
Mission Printing Office. Printing was begun in that offfSe
in 1837 and continued until the deeth of Reverend Samuel
A. Worosster in 1859, Within recent years, each of two
well known amall handeoperated printing presses have been
" thought by various persons to have been "The Horcester
Pross", As a matter of fast, neither of the fﬂb smll
proessos ever were used in the Mission Printing Offica.

The smaller of the presses has been referred to as
the Sghawd press, eff was ahlpﬁéd to the Reverend F. L.

. Schgiﬂ,:bnce superintendent or‘gwight Missfon, fram Now
York City. Superintendent Schawb was told by those who

gané ﬁﬁh ghe press that 1tkias the origina1~Worceaterfpregg.
Because of tﬁie erroneous statement the Reverend My, Schawd
adhered to the belief that the famous prees was that in his
possession. This press is now at Dwight Industrieal Train-

ing sahool, near Sallisaw Creek, Sequoyah County.
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The lazger press vag sent from New York City to the
Reverend A, N, Ghemberlin, s Presbyissien minister, who
~ niodtorambarofms et Pheasant Hill, seversl .
milos distan$ from Vinita. The Reverend Mr. Chamberlin
printed @ Cherckes primer and other mmall items, such as
tracts and leaflets, b, t00, had been informed that the
Worsester press had been sent hdm, I course of time
press camd into possession of tha late Reveremd Ralph WV,
‘Lazby DeDs of Tulsa, Dr. Laub souetimes atated that he
wes the cwner of the Worcestsr press. A slord time be- <
fore his death, Dr, Lerbpresentedihe press to the Pirst
PrestySerian shurch of Tulsa, '

During many years there has been uyoulauon ag t0 ;o
vhat bom of the prezs so long mm! st Park Hill, Many
houerud that 1¢ had baen aMppc‘a to the headeuarters of
the imarican Boerd of Commissioniss for Forelisn Uissions,
at Boston, Masaachusetts. Such was never donss The
Anarican Board dn 1860 'i)'Mrw fyom missionary labors Sn
the Chexokes Nation. m mission froperty and duildings
wors $hen aoquired Shyough pm.'chm by Abijah Hicks, s .‘
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Oharokes cidizin, whose wife was the former Mias Hannoh
WWM. youngest daughter of the Naverend Ssnuel A,
end Ann Orx Worsestars Abijeh Eicks was murdered soon
after the bdeginaing of the cm:i ¥ar and his widow lived
| on the old-Worcsster hameplace until near the close of
the conflict, when she moved to Fort Gibeon, Her second
tusband was Dr. nanm D, Hitchoook, As sesistant sure-
goon in the United States Army, Dre Hitchoook, after
treating many cholera vietims in 1567, fell a vicHim to
the melady and he wes buried in the United States Natiomal
 ompetery, mear the town of ¥irt Gibson. His wife ic also
bupied W&o k_wn, she dying mny years later et an ade
vanged agé. o
It was not until recently that definite and convince
ing particulary ralating % the disposition of the Waroester
iﬁ‘iii, & &% Bas often bam referred %o, was forthocming,
Duxdng the Civil ¥a peried Mea. Hannah Rorcester
Hicks, as she then was, kept a diarys In looking through
tids diary her only Living son, He We Hicks, found thia
referonce to the prAnting press and materislss

w
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"Today I weut to the printing office. I did not

know defore how oompletely it had been cleamélout. The
- preze, types, papers, eice, ;u cayri o3 away or destroyed

by Stand Wetie's men, with help of the Texans”. (The
Texsns were mambers of a Texas Coufelerate regiment).

~ Stand Watie, at first a Colonel, and later Brigadier
Osoeral. in the Confederacy, made several raids in the
Park Bill looslivy, principsily &x 1085, in the course
of which~"Hunters-foue”, the residence of Major Gearge M,
Enrrglig was looted, although Major Murrell was himself
‘a/strong adherent of the Confederscy, absent from homs at
the time in Virginie. "RBose Cottage”, home of Prtgeipal‘
Ohief John Ross was burned by order of Stand FWatie, and iz
, the town of Tehlequah, his orders resultad fn the burning |

of the Gharokes capitol buildings. The 614 G SEOH Was ———
then vieited end the famous printing cffice, ﬁrsn?m
_present State of Oklahoma, wrecked, as inﬁicatad in the:
Nfém‘oo in the Weretime diary of M?Ba- Hannsh Woresster
Hicks, | ' : ‘

l | The press was eoniidomb]y laiéar than '!;hpdo already
nesvioned axd has been referved £o a8 & "Tufts Staniing -
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Pross"s During the period of some tweuty-two years it
was in vexy frequent use, a vast volums of printed matter
being completed and aént oute The printing office stood
at a distance of Wl mndrel yards fmm. the nission
résidence, or W;):foester home. OSoon aftar the war cioaed
tb:e office was sold, ond its owner denolished tha uild-

ing end hauled the material to the town of Fort Gibeon,
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