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¢r lived in tepees

~

e Five %ivilized {ribes re
r

ommonly known &g the .

”

ag 4id the "Plains Indiaas,”

"wild tribese"” The firsiy/»roviem that confronted the

’ 1
. £ 7
Bastern "herokees,2fyPr their enf.rerd renoval from

their comfartubl/ hwes t0 the western cruntry was Y

thet of bullding h ases for t?gporarv'shelter. ;8

the couptry was ah \nbrcvgn farest the question of

e
nst /rial was assily .ettled,

- >

mediun sized trees, ani fclled them 1l efl them 1nt9

’r\ ‘ N

uﬁiform langth, :fter a huilaing site #d been se-

,vlectegythe A0¢8 were “duled or "gnz<ed" by oyeﬁ to the

e - N F PSSO

pra~esed building site, ~Ovén Aore used -Par “ruling ~

- »

=

more than horses az thé sure fogted and .cwld’

{imber samas/ iy re%t in diameter'wes selscted

from w'.ich i‘m:\ mun,  Bloeks we‘rc. than = . ed

in two or three fowt lengths, und by the use. of an ' ) ///

- / / -

iron wadge énd sladge«hammer, boards s'me half-inch thick /,

. . . / ) //..
. . - R
A L L. . L
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‘wore aplit with snich the -bullding wes Cﬁﬁeradal}Oak,

¢/ -
walﬂht or cedar timber wias always used on wc-~ount of
’ . M * fl . R ,
the durability of the woods . pPacf made of guch boards
. R / . - . .

has besen wnown to lact fartfifty yeurs withaut v+ .air,.

. ('
- R "
Por the floariny either «{te guk or cotdtmayad by N
was usad, they spllt ©..ods zome six fest Inng tdr- ©
asn 9t ci.teen incles xide;nnﬂ four or five irnnes
14 - . PR

P

“hasa ware ne1led ounehe ne ond were fTastencd 1o

the 3ills +ith pers ar nnils we ¢ not obtrinsble, Thin ,
. ~ .
Cbonpds ¢ lled elapbourds were sp.it snd used tn awke ,
" doors.ad cusings, 18 there were oo lacks to be had the .

/““b_“—"—‘—,_'/—-——\ - . . 3
only fastiﬁigéaon the dfors was a wooder latoh on the

_Tfiﬁﬁlde.}fgAhaléwighthei 00T augh which & stowmt .. . .

string huny was the nfly ne~ded fastening &s thore were _  ——

\ / :
oyt all‘éay amabligs those an Qhé‘outside to eome in by
Pulighg the str&h whieh raised the luteh, "Qur igtgh C %
string-ts out” ﬁ;é a .commuon expfeégion sna meant trat‘
gueét werae éei\ﬁme an, tims, ~ ’ ' .
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~  Vhen the moterial was asaamgﬁed_on the build-

.
— .

. i ' L N
ing site ¢ll1 tro men. i1 the commaity would g ther

: , - .
early in the 0 ruing and wuald anrk sl) da, =50 by
- C ) )
" gundown the wuiis A7 th houre w.auld he-up wad the | | - e
roof one Thode davs were Laowm a8 " a house raising.’s -,
H ’ < .

-
-

4 @inner Gausist n"qu every lnu :f fuod vellwble . .
w&é/éé;;;d b the “omfn‘ut 5908 =no ofton su sor s
well, .nd a¢ f2Licsea by o danrce st a1 Rt Bt Lok
ail, ffwg t}}‘éraﬁdjlfents to t e bhrhiss, ¢ no, _ae o .

]

thers wes nu w ndow glass to be ad, openings were .

r .
1t and woaden shu tors on thc/gutside vere the oy
. . . & i
way to.clore then, . -
. s large firestiuep and goertﬁ angyie s alnst
. . ?\’ . »
qne side of "the cabin./-41l the eu. inz had . be Jone
ne hewrth was mede very wide and - -
S b
y Trom vhicheone or sors. nots eosnld
be huag cas pluced pver the fire zad w.th bre.d bmked -
in an gven o the pearth, s wecl wa easil prepared. ,
The chi neff on thé outSide ws made of siall
pnrles and laid ifa the seme manney as the walls of the A
ha:se and elosgly daubed and lined with red clay Xnowmn Ve
. . : ; %
as firé elay Lor the reasun that the lonper it was i
A R . ' >
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baked the harder it bec'me) that"wes falled a stick

and dirt chimney, The spuace betmeen the 1w in the
wWore

- -

"
cabins brilt they were plaeé&d facin. essgh ather with . .
. p )
an open pussaze betwecn somwetiner nalled a dog trot,

r at

4 conve.ien shelf in fthe passage facstened to *‘he wall
- » .

by pegs vrvided @ placg for the wvater bucket overw)

. S

chuner & gourd dipper. ' . :
after completing the house in whiéh/%</ff;e,‘the 'S

Ve

attenti'on of the men was turned to rovidlng sheltey

for their stoc., The stables and erids wére construeteg

} N

of logs bullt on the Same plan as the dwslling huuse.
N o R ¢

o~

The passege between was ot upied by the farm wagon.
. ¢ / -

>

The matter o/ Turniture was an:ther serious

~problem vhich 344 to be solved by the oarly scttlers.:

* %3 the jo ey westward hs been long und ﬁsrilous they

Lev
(6:" N

érri&g‘ at their destinstion wi+h few of their cherish~
ed possessins and with little or no furniture.
Bedsteads or bunks were bui}t'by fastening iwo

front posts to the floor and th¢ two back posts to the

.

wall, A frame was nailed 6 the post ans the

-

-
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. . frame was strung with narrow cowhide strips .or stout

»

ropes. On’this was placed, one, o two well ytenned cow-

a L
‘

hides, it they could be secured then s bed, ttck ef

2

» =

hOAO woven eloth leled with‘ﬂrV"rnua’ On the top -

R »

of‘this was placed a large feather bed and 811 wool, -

. h&nd-WOVBn blanhets and cove lids which provided suf~

flcient cover evzn far the extreme enld- wenther,
Tables were rmnde on the same prryneiples as the

beds wi%h one side fastened to the wall, Ohairs bo th

A,

il S, "~ S - Hm o~
straigqt and rockers, were made of whiite ash with the

sexts of narrow sirips of hickory barb ‘They were lef%t
&

unfinished and had:to be gerubbed ovnce a week with lys-

. 3
scap and ashes. =~ long bench was found in mgny homes

to seat the ohildran on ot meal time, when not in use

¥

‘H‘

f,g,sggigg,eﬂ on the front porch for convenience;
Thp fifst hémes in the Térritory vere always
situsted near a spring er stream of rumning water,
' ]
Latér'when permanent hbuses were erected wells .ere

dug aﬁd walled with rogk from which the wat'r was

. e 3
drawg by two buckeds over 1 windlass, N

. when the botter houses were built the las col-

s

:lécted were largsr and hewn on all four sides. By.that

.
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pimg there were sawmills seattersd thrpughwthe'qountry )

’

where rough lumber cwuld be had but no dreased br

f.nished lumber, As theré % .8 always somenne in the
country who ovned a flatboat seVeral men would go _

LI & ¢ . N

"down the irkansas River, together, to Fort Smith and

get the bettér &rades of lumber and the necessg ry hurd-

'ﬁure for building. They would float down stiream tnd

pole the boat upstresm; on thelr return home, %n a R

3

*

convénient landing, Then each man would cake hfs pert

oo ;
of the load. OSomes of the hoats were owned jointly by
‘ [

. °®
.

sevaééi‘of the neirhborss
- The spece betwesn the logs in the walls of the
houses were pointed with lime in place of elay, used ih

the "abins. Tha big;nousé was usually placpd just in

—_— = - — — P P - — [ [

front of the Oubin and ther the ~abin8 were convertég///

1
into a dtning gam and kitchan. The new houses were
built aocording t a pepular stjle;two 1arge rooms &

story and a half or\%vo stories in height, énd gome

l& 7 20 feet in size, A wide %all between th

A

and a long porch in front. The entixe rouse,bo\\

ronms

LY

AN . R
. B
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’E that gave it a dull white finishq If additional-

Wroom”wasrneeded , _

at the bank.‘.The”gtéfiéay weht up from the hall or -

- T"%he back porch. - LarggiclOSétQ were placed in oach
bedropm:thai ;rdvided storage sp?ée for beéding.

(&3

In the smaller nousas thére'ﬁad an attie im

which was stored nverything not 1n use, Yven when ’ >

* /_—"' N

the new aouse.was ‘built. the kitehen and dining roam

¥ _

vere always nemached from the main house, That‘pre— .

-

&

&énted:any‘soent of cooking from pervading the main
‘house, o 2 -

In none of the houses were:thé modern built-in
‘Teatures offthéfhsmes of‘todaya ‘4 qommodiéus péntry

with amsle sholf room ad&ainéd the Iitehon in which

. groceries and fruit bath canned amd ﬁfignggge,put.

a‘ ‘v‘ialnut $imber’ aas alwa £h used for the -insids

ﬁaoavexxffirst for,the durability and “then f0§ the

beautxful finish 1t took when polished by hand. The

fireplaces and chimneys were made’ of nativa stone

.)

. &nd many\of the de;ana wore ski;led stone workmen.;
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- S ‘Aa n6 eooking had to be done in' the new houseé

the fireplages wers more. artistic and the walnut men-

2

" tels a thing of beautye

48 the aountry pruogressed agﬂ businesé in-

creaséd,steamboats brought buil&ing‘material to Fort
Gibson and deadlers throughout t;¥ ecountry bought their :
supplies there and fraighted-thgm overland t»‘their
raespsctive pléces o; business or homsse

Gcéd subst ntial furnit.re was ‘then being made

by hand. Dining tables, chest of dravers, wardrsbes,

4

. as well as small pieces of furni ture, were in many . -

homes and écattered throughout the country to@gy can

oceasionally be fobind a piege of. that firniture.

’,

e ___Plastered and papér@d walls were unheard of

e ——

R — — .
—  TuXuries in this ecuntry. The eantire interior of a

. house would be senled with carefully selected ceiling

‘boards- fitted closely togother. " Vainsesting was a

popular finish for halls and dining rooms. almgst

all the houses were white with the window shatters a -

- ~
vivid green, . ) , _

Set in_é spaoious yar&,surréunded by a grove -

. of forest trees,it presented an appear -nce of comfort

3
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,// and eontentment’ The houses that were left with/}ﬁgﬁ .

“qutside walls unfinished took on & soft grey.cozﬁr

‘that in the latter yeer some have tried to duplicate

when attempting o give a_building an antigue ap~

-

peafance,

| . ) .
with the era of betier homes came the light=

niﬁg~rods. T%ey were sold throuaghout thg gountry b'
- agente that were 80 psrsigtent’twat often 1t was éid
. that a sale war made just.io get rid of the ag3947 ’
To out-talk a lightning;rod sgent was an 1mpossibi 1£ty.' .

’The rods were placed same two feet off the gomb of the
‘ / )

4

houg? and to make them mare attractiye or/for some”

-

othex purposq)ﬁ?ey tere adorned with bright s;fvery

balls that glistened in the sunshine apd mﬁdﬁ‘them

them. a ground vire at the cqrner of &h& honse was
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was used in the construct on of dwel.‘finga. However, ”

" almost all public builaifng_ﬁ and business hm.ses wore

ED

built of stone and same( are standing today that were

erected .when the Inﬁians Pirst aome. o this country.

With the coming of statehood snd the influx of
the white people to the Indian coimtry,(n'ew stylss of

architecture vere introduced, and the comfortable old

)

. [ :
_oountry homes were replaoed with new buildings more

modern in appearance but not 80 substantial, Oc-

' casionally an 0ld Indian Territory farmhouse can be
.

found through the country buu man,v have lost their' .

.attractivenees in an attempt to improve them, With

the pasginmofthe earlyf day/,houses went the fi _

spirit tnat characterized the people who occupjed -

" 98




