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Houses of Early Indian Territory Day's

re Five Civilized Tribes neWr lived in tepees

'did the "Plains Indians*" jsommonlj known as the
/

'wild t r ibes ." The firsj/probiem thst confronted the

Eastern "-heroke&s, of#?r their en?j_rc^i removal from

their comfartubl/ji i/>es to the western, country -.?as

of buij<ung h .uses fox ta^;;oriir>'' shel ter . ..s

the country was ah >-nbrokpn forest the q^stt-.m of

mat/rial was ^esily se t t l ed ,

The man ^ent into the v-oods and sel*vci:<«d straight

medium sized t rees , acJ felled t'>pm -rui oiiy thorn into

uniform length* /»fter a building site/fi^d been se-
lected the JLo£S were ' 5ul?>d or "sh^xed" by oxen to the

pro • iseo building y i t e , D y e n ^ r e nr.ed for 'r-ulin^

more than horses a'3 the .vĵ re suro foofted

,olimb the r'iugh h i l l ixfods ij^tt-T than Worses.

ri.mbe,r som /̂i-w ' .f^r-t i:t dia.ueter'Wtjs selected

fr«iia v;Mch b.j^.rae •,^r* n«-;^; Blocks were t han . f - ed
r / •

in two or three foot lengths, and by th<- use of an
/

iron w^dge .̂ nd.

/ • • / • •

j .boards stme Tialf-inch
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' were s p l i t with .tf-iich the bui lding v.'&s covered., Oak,

v;a).riut or cedar timber was always usftd on ^c.ount of

the durability of the wood* a roof wade of such boards
• ' « /

ha3 been known t o Lfut V > rT ; f t y yejirs .vith-iut T^ >air»
r •

For t he f l o *rln>; e i t h e r .*«-l(? ouk or c o t t >n?,) JU l i - ; b - r

was 'iscxi. r.iS5r sp l i t - i> •.r-ds"' o jme s l y f p ? t J ong ^riifr-

/ ' - "•

$;&c»n or oi ; . toen in-U<js jrid*'.-:.nd four or f i v e if.nhps

/ t ' . . < » k . • J * • '

.shose ¥»7«i'« o'^led '>ufiov:f ne rnci vjeres fastened to

the s i l l s ' i th pers ar -lalls w1 e not obtrin?;ble# ' Thin

boards c ll©<i cla>>b>Tarcis were s s ^ r t &nd u&ed to ihake

-t' doors.aid aasings. .is there were no' loc-'s to be had the
only fastening *on the di'ors was a wooden la ton on the

K hunrr was t h e oaly needed fas tening fis thore v?ere.

no thioves to jpilfsr/and s t e a l . The " l a t ch s t r i n g " hung

' / • " ' '

•out a l l clay snablin^ those on the outs ide to coiae in by

pul l ing the s t r i W which ra ised the l?;toh» f'0ur l a t ch

strijag-^§" out" VJ/IS a .common expressiot. s»nd meant t a t
• •• " - • • •

guest were >,iel70::ie an., tijas» ' • <
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; . /> VThea the material ',:as as southed, on the build-
.̂

• . • • / \

ing si lie ^11 '.no men- i-i U*6 community would 0' ther

earl;v in the -a ruing and \r;.jia ;nrk ^11 da^ ,-;r..: by

' sundown the ««uiis/(r'" t-h hou*-̂ . w-.uLi h«-up nad the

roof on.« Thot̂ C' days wo^e '̂ notm ns " a house raising*'V
V fa i*

tia-'*of every inu .f f->oci v?»liable a

?d b th- noon ^nc often au. ;;or «>'

on the autside were t'-e o'.iy

well,, '.nl aa f-.-i io/o-j b-. .o daar'c a t »;i -^t- t ' * . ; ' i oh

s l l , fr'M t) r' srond;)Merita to f e b?^>ies, c nf, .*s

there \?c.s no v» ndow glnss to b.e ad, opRninns were

lof t aiid wooden shu

vjay to .c i^^e t>jer.;3
' » ' •

A large f iro>mcp. aud ,'osrth .>"cu,;iG * "*3.a -s:t
/ " . »". •

qne side of *fhe cab in . / - " l l the COJ in,-- had t - .be done

^ f ixealacc and—the l^euxtlv -Sfaa-«t4«- -vox' y- *i de a ad

, An iron. e?!aii® frja: vriiichjone or -ior?n<3ts could

be hunp; ..as placed hv&T tho f i re end n.th bre^d baked

in en 9V<?T> on thfi /^ar th , ?i J-.-QCÎ  ~a eaci l prepared*,
/, The chi ney- on the outside ' ^ s made of siaall

• /

poles and laid ya tho seme manner as the walls of the

ho ;se and closouy daubed and lined rath red clay k

as f i r e ol.ay//or tv*e' reason that the loap&r i t was

• it
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baked the harder i t becme;' thafwes balled a st ick

and d i r t chimney* The space betwe'a the 1 JJTS In the

houses wer"e f i l led with tho e insrclay. If ^.here/two

*, cabins bui l t they were placed" f^cirt- esch i thsr -/jith

- an Open passage between sonieti:.ief n.a':l?<i fi dog t ro t ,

A convevien s'nelf in the passage fastened to 4he wall

by pegs yr«vided s pl>c«= for t V yat^r bucket

.-hung a gourd dixjper.

.after ROinpleting the house in rthichAi l ive , the

attonti'bn of the wen was turned to irovidlng shelter^

for their stoc'. . The stables and cribs were

of logs bui l t on the same plan as the d ia l l ing house.

The passage between was,-occupied by the farm wagon,
r

The matter q^furniture was an'ther serious

to be solved by the early settlers,•

the journey westward h/; been long end perilous, they

arriv^a at their destination v,lTh few of their cherish-

ed possessi ms and with l i t t l e or co furnilure.

Bedsteads or bunks were built by fastening two

front posts to the floor and th(§ two back^posts to the
••u

wall, A frame was naiied to the post an'"' tne
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..- . frame was 3trung with narrow cowhide strips or stout

. ropes* .On this «was placed, on©, or tvio well ̂ tanned cow-'

hides, i'f they could be secured, then a bed, tick sf

home woven cloth fill?ct wi,th V'ry-'-r'i-S'* On the top

• -—\ * • "~^ . * * ' » * • * ,"

' • % of" thj.s was placed a large feather bed and a i l wool,

- hand~wOTens blankets and coverlids which provided suf-

ficient cover evDn f-'jr the extreraa cold-weather*

Tables were rvtde on the same pr> not pies as the

beds ?ith one side fastened to the walle Chairs, both

straight and rockers, were made of wfrlte ash with the

se;-;ts of narrow s t r ips of hickory bark. They were lef t

unfinished and had fto be scrubbed once a vreek with lye-
* /. :

soap and asheso •» long bench was found in many homes

to seat the children on at meal time, when not in use

'___%.t _v?aŝ »l£09d__Qn_ the front £'>rch for c_pnY_eni.e_iice_«_ •

The first homes in the Territory were al\?ays

situated near a spring or stream of running vmter©

Laterf when permanent houses were erected/ -wells v.ere

dug and walled with ro.ok from which the wat sr WHS

drawn by two buckets' over -i windlass.

., Vi'hen the better houses were built the lo's col-

lected were larger and hewn on all four sides* By that
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thare were sawmills ac^ttorod through.,the icrountry

where rough lumber could be had but no dressed %v

finished lumber. As there w.s always someone in the

country 'who owned a flatljpat several men would go

down .the Arkansas River., together, to ^ort Smith a n d ' ;

get the better grades of lumber and the necesa/ ry hc:rd-

' vmre for building, They would float -down stream tuid

pole the boat upstream,- on their r&turn home, to a
v

convenient landing,. Then each rann ».'ouid cake his part

of the load. Some, of t^e boats were owned jointly by

several"of- the neighbors,

Th8f spaoe between the logs in the walls, of tha

houses were pointed with l ike in place of clay, used in

the cabins. The biR'/hous^ was usually placed just in

front of the cabin and ther. the "abins v/ere converte

into a dining i\oam and kitchen. The new houses were
•.• ' v . ••• - ' • •

bui l t according t6\a popular style;two large rooms a'
story'and a half or xwo stor ies in height^ and aome

16 7. 20 feet in s ize , A wide ha l l between the^ rooms

and a long porch in front. The ent ire rouse, bo^i i n -

side .and o\it was whitewashed withka "solution of

- vV ' ' -
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• thai gave. It a dull f i n i s h . I f add i t iona l

si-an-^ll—??as

at the back* The stairway went up from the hall or

"the back poroh. Large closets w§re placed in each

bedroom that >rovided storage space for bedding,

la the smaller houses there wa.-; an a t t ic in

which was stored everything not in use. Even igrhen I

the new ^ouse^was built, the kitchen and .dining room
• - • - , • - • - - .

were alvmys detached from the main house, Thatr pre- '

vented, any soent of cooking from pervading the main

house* •'

In none o? the houses -were the modern built-in

"features of"the»horaes of today* "A cocanodious pantry

with ample shelf roGia adjoined the kitehen in which

giroceries and fruit ;both canned aM 4ried were put,

Walnut timber "-was always -used for -the inside

:k; f i r s t for. the durability and then fo? the.

beautiful finijsh i t took when.polished .by hand. Th© .

fireplaces.'and chimneys 'were made' of native stone

. and m&ay of the Indiana wore skilled stone workmen*'
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As no cooking had to be done, in' the .jaeyi houses

the fireplaces were more, artistic and the walnut man-

tels a thing of beauty*

.is the country progressed and business in-

creased^ steamboats brought building material to Fort

Gibson and dealers throughout th-,? country bought their

supplies there and freighted them overland t» their

respective places of business or homes.

Good subst ntial furnit.re ^as then being made

by hand. Dining tables, chest of drawers, wardrobes9

as well as small pieces of furniture, were4 in many

homes and scattered throughout the country today can

occasionally be found a piece of.that f irnituxe.

. Plastered and papered mils were unheard of

in this country. 'Ihe entire interior of a

'house would be sealed with carefully selected ceiling

boards-fitted closely togsthey. ' Wainscoting was a

popular finish for halls and dining rooais. ^lmpst

a l l the houses were white^with the vsindow"shutters a

vivid green*

Set in a spacious yard,, surrounded by a grove

of forest trees^iij presented an appear-nee of comfort
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and contentment* The houses that were left vdth the

outside^ walls unfinished took on a soft grey color

'that in. the lat ter year some have tried to duplicate

when attempting to £ive a building an antique ap«-

pearance* •

/with the era of better homes came the l ights

ning-rods« They were sold throughout the country

? agents that were so persistent that often i t was s&id

that a sale war made just to get rid of the a^enx*

To out-talk a" lightning-rod agent was an impossibility*

"3?he rods were' placed some two feat off the domb of the

notigfe and to make them mare attractive or/foa1 spme*

other purpose^they were adorned v/th bright siivery "

themballs that glistened in the sunshine and

rather attractive, especially di<i the/^hiJ^ren aomire _

them, A 'ground wire at the oorner -of j><Sb& house \?as

supposed to conduct the electrici ty t r ip the stmdapher©

into the ground thereby insuring safety for the build- •

ing in time of storm. The'lightni!ng/rods with the agenda

had their day and passed into objii-^ion*

building stoae was/plentiful, very l i t t l e
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was used in the construction of dwellings* However, *

almost a l l public buil&^ngs^ and business houses were

built of stone and soraê  are standing today that were

erected .when the Indians f i rs t dsaie.to this country*

With the coming of statehood and the influx of

the white people to the Indian country, <-ne* styles of

architecture were introduced, and the comfortable did

country homes were replaced with new buildings more

Modern in appearance but not so substantial© Oc-

casionally an old Indian Territory farmhouse can be,

found through the country but many have lost theiry

attractiveness in an attempt to improve them* <Vit̂

the pa a sj.jiTprfTtge early day, houses' went the f i

spir i t taat characterized the people who occupied
7

them.


