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Eligabeth Ross, Iuvestigator . ' N
November 29, 1937 -

-~

-studénts by Special rermission.
Although the Cherokee national Seminaries were operated for
the exclusive benefit™of dh;rokgséxpy blood, there were three

white students, brothers, who completed the prescribed course

N

southwest of Tahlequah.

B

The white etgdénts were lewis, Eugehe and Herbert igpts.

y They were the sons of the Reverend and Mrs. T. ii, Rights,a

Py

koravian miﬁiétep and missionary. .

The Reverend T. M. Rights was long resident among the

3

Cherokees, His home during the greater portion of his stay in
the Cherockee Nation was the Woodmount Statioh, a short distance
soutﬁ,of the'town of fahlequah. The station was about one-half
milg from.the iMale seminary. :

pecause Qf the high standing of the Reverend Rights and his
interest in the advancement of the Cherokees, the Cherbkee
* National Board of Education gave permission for the sons of the
minister to attend the Male Séminary, which was established by

the Cherokee nation and maintained at the expense of that body

politic.
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The Rights brothers attended the National lnstitution

regularly and eventuglly each was graduated, tut not in the
" A ‘R . . . ‘ . .
same class., The oldest brother, Lewis nights, was graduated

in the class .of 1887; Eugene Rights wus graduated in 1888;< and
~Herbert Rights, the yogngest,e;rly in the nineties. zqch re-,
ceived a dipldﬁa and latgr gttended,the l.oravian Seminary in
Bethlehem, Peﬁnsylvania. . -
Some of the more narrow minded Chcrokee citizens looked
with disfavgf upon the aCtioﬁ 6f the board of édﬁcatioﬁ in 5.
allowing the white students to attend the famous indian Iﬁsti-

“ lad
tution of ;gérning, but the majori ty were favorable to the

4

action of the board. uuyinéathe many years' existence ofAthe
Male veminary, thg;ﬁights brothers vere the only students’ of
white bléod wha attended and_pompléted the céupse pf study.of-
fered ‘at t£e'inspitution. - h
Upon-the records of the Cherokece National Féma;g teminary

may.be found the name of a solitary white graduate, that of

Miss Floxence A. Caleb, now Mrs, Florence A. C. Smith (the

of June, 18865. I8 in the case of the

. ‘ o “Q o |

. Rights brothers)exceptidn\gas made in the case of hiiss Caleb,
\\ .
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- Seminary.
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Her step<father wés %hg Reverend Walter s. Duncan, himself
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on several occasions 4 member and president of the Natiomal
o -

Board of rducation.

.

Also enrolled was one other white student, miss Helenw

Leinbach, whose father, §hé Reverend J. Benjamdin Leinbach, was

’ s e

the Moravian pastor of the.churéh_at Qeks., ~ nHer mother was a
sister of the Reverend T. M. Rights. wmiss Leinbach was a

4
pupil in the seminary et the time of its turning, april 10, -

.

1687, at Park nill. ihe misses caleb and Leinbach were the

only white young ladies ever to attend the Cherokee remale e

£
&

‘three bqys‘once'attended the Female Leminaf& when it
étopd in theiPark Hifi'lbcélity, they p?ing'james e Antoiné;
Leon C, RoSs, and William Levier. ‘[he three were ali@ééd
the.priviiege of attending the fe@ﬁie Institution because two
of them lived temporarily at the seminary, and one at no gréat
distance away. At that period there were no other schools in

operation in the locality.
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