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j.ahlequaa, t:.3 Jherokee capital , was incorporated

oy' an act-of trie national council on t/i3 3Qta ri&v of

October, 1652, W.JSI.. provision was :aade tw?.;. 'ti.e in-

.raoite/its of t;<; to.«n of , i.a.'.Irf'jua:i,__ as wall .̂3 tnose |

owning lots%anl trans ctin.{-" business, as inose resiaing
fit

vitnin tne >i"iits of tu3 to.vn ns defined and laid off in

confornit-' v.ith tne -jet of October 28th, 1843, entitled

"-Ji tat to lev off .ahlaq/aa:! council ground into tov/n

lots and dis,. ose of suae', be uni thev are nereby con-

stitu'osd a body p.oiitic and corporated, by tun n»iine of

the .xlderxan a'::d town council of t\.e to-.n of "jahlequah",

by Aiiicn n.^e Lr.ey ana ta^ir successors may sue and'be

ed, defend Ktvr oe aefended, in a l l couris of lew, in

.aatters ^ a actions. .vLatsoever, a.:d may ^ra^t, rurcb se,

xec^ivs, ^..i'hold ":ropert.\ of ",ny description within, sfeid

town, v l -"̂ y le.;se, se l l nnd dispose of the same for the
/

bensrfit of tne to>vn, a:>d nay ao a l l otner acts ttie sa-ne

«
as natural Tersons.

I'he corporated powers ,-.nd auvies of t\\e IOBBI

were invested in one alderman and five members of ' the
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council, to be elected annually, on the first Monday . <* -

• in Jeceruber of eac.» year, arid to continue in office

until tneir successors were elected and qualified,

i'ne alderman' ai»- ..embers-of tu ; town council were

required to oi.*d tneriselves by oatu, before entering

office, "to su-port tr.'i constipation of t..e Cherokee

.ation d i to faiti.ful.y perfona tueir duties.

.0 person .vs.- eligible os ald^r. ian or coancil-

\an .Y:I J ;r. ,-i .;ot of'lawful 'j.e, citizens of t ,e .."atioa,

a .id i.mabitants or ^ro party holders in the xov.n of

raulequa:-. Qualified voters «vho OiVne. lots, resided

in or tr ..syctiia b .sines.•> witni'n t: e liiits of the

lo.vn weri arruitled to tfote at all elections ueid

j^ier tae ..ct of inccrporution. ' .

*he alder.".an was requirea to preside et*

meetings of Xui few., council, and way t..e executive

pov73r oi" tu-jiQii'. oi' xal.leqaa:., arid conservator of

x,.*g peace .','it/iiu t -. to«m. .-e could parTor ; all - v

.iatie-s iu.vfijlly done by ^\]adt-e of tiie district

court in criuinal -letters, a^eso ri'nes, iso^
u • •

executions, and enforce all ordinances passed



HO&S, ELIZABETH. TAHLEQ.UAH

by the-town council not contrary to the laws of the.

Cherokee Nation,

iuay thre- members pi' the town council con-

stituted a quorum. A leas number could aajourn

i'rora da;, to day and cotr.pel attendance of absent

members, i'ne ue.nbers oi' the council were judges

of* ti.3 iijctio;i, qualification u .d return of their

o/*.i a3Hibjrs, o.l dster-dne'd rules for t.-oir pro-

cjelin»s, t,o be recorder by t.ij cle.k of the town

oou.icil in ?-. joUrnal xe:t for t;ie purpose.

In Cftse of tn^ absenc? of the alder.r.an

•t..e tov.:i council assi.:natdd one' of th:-ir number

.viiO pe: fo:-..ioa tr.'. j/'xies of alder';.an until nis

return to business.

xhe.to.vn council h^d full power to pass

by-l..wa tji- oriinuncea to prevent, define and

r3-.;ove nuisaacjs; to restrain, aud"prohibit dis- "

orderly .nouses m.a gambling; to e.sfcirbiish p.ad

-regulate a '.firicet; to cause streets and alleys

to be opened; repaired, aud paved_by tne in-

habitants of the town; to provide for' the pre-
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vention and extinguishment o' fire3; to dig'wells a-id .

erect pumps for tiii convenience of the inhkbifcarfts; to

restrain all disorderly conduct ana- obscenity /.i.thin

t.ie limits of t..e oo.vn; ani generally to pass such

by-laws U;.J ordinances for t:ie regulation'of ttia-town

-J!> tney :iit;-t find necessary, not contra.17 to tne

natioaax i;/7s. iiie town council could not^ impose a

fine excseainc fifty doilars, nor restrain a person

o£ iiborty ir.ore t ;am three .r.onths.
• * f

c

i'he town council n-..d authority'-.to appoint a

i • ^

'clerk fê :- tii-jir body, an us^jessor and collector of "

taxes, a const^bl-i, &.id suc.'i other oi'fi'c rs \s nirht ' , .

be necessary. - •' - .

. , i'he,collector of taxes was given authority

to collect sane, ii necess'ary, by t e public sale of

property of t..e person chargeable therewith, iri snch

oianner es mifait oe prescribed by ordinance, iio tax

could b--; imposed by the council in any .me year on

property within the town at ahi^her rate than one- '<

fourth of one per centum on*tlie assessed value of the
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• The act of incorporation was approved and

signed by principal Ohief John doss, on October 30,

1&5B. •

The ini'o^nati _n secured i'ro.Ti-3. '.V. K O S S ,
. Taiilequah, Ok


