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Common s a l t 7ms an exceedingly scarce com-
r " r

modity "during and for so-rislime a f t e r t..-.- c lose of the

Civil" .«Tar. .IhSa saiall .qaan t i t i e s were found the p r i ce

/r--s very high, onl.- ir s:riall qaan^ity dostirir; t'<ver;ty-
»

five cents, -i:;d often i^i parson, needin., t..e solt had

no .noney at all. Jue situstioti became so serious frr.t

a number of ;,:en vvl'̂ ĥad returned to their homes upon

conclusion of the conflict, decided to set forth
o

i

^_upon a salt ;nsKinr expedition. i'rocurini: a v;a>>on and j

team t:.e salt se kers troweled down in̂  the iiills ond

forests alon.r t>.e Illinois river -.ni at length reached

one of tu aba-'iioned salt, springs,-once the.;sc3ne of

activity, and utilizing an old iron kettle, Gn^afeci '

in boiling ;io -n t;..? brirte for some days'. Eventually

each nan of t^e p rty found hi:.iseLf in -possession

of a busnel of salt and all returned to their homes,

with sufficient salt to last t.:er. during a number

1 of rioaths.


