
• A .

" A t ' r

It

* ~

M-•



• r ' HUlill.JOL, a l l A. KHtc.i.. J'OC'K.

(Story given by Ella Kobinson, January 11* 1937V ""

". ' FROZEN ROCK ' * * '•;

The home of William Sho'fey Coodey, situated on'the.south benk \

of the Arkansas River, fpur miles east 'Of 1'uskogee, derived

in this way. V/hen Mr» Coodey was Icoking for a locat ion in;

Its ,\ane

1841; '

he was standing on the 'opposite side of the r i v e r . He looked e'er^ss-

across at the steep s l a t e ledges tha t formed tnu bank, "which foac*

covered in i c e . I t presented a beautiful s i g h t . lie said to h i -

companions -'"That is where I wi l l -bui ld my home, and call, i t Frc 7en

Rock." He bu i l t the home and/took-his pbung br ide , . Elizabeth l i e ida .

there. He constructed a pr ivate dock and they could take aJBos'^'et

their back yard and go. by water to Mew York-City, • via New Crlean*.

This'hume was the s e t t i ng 'o f many b r i l l i a n t soeie.l gather ings, v - re

beautiful Cherokee g i r l s met gay young Array Officers^ s ta t ioned »t

the Fcrt Gibson Pos t . Numerous weddings' was the culmination of *uch .

affairs. After Mr. CoodeyTs death in 1849 the home passed into ct\ea?

hands. I t was occupied ~by Union Troops during the Civil 7/ar ar.d
. , However, •' :

partially destroyed./ The beaut i ful Walnut and Pecan groves survived';
for many years. . , • . ' - * "

The community in which the home ,was located i s s t i l l known as

;"Frozen Rock," as the school and cemetery.' The remainder of the
I , - . •••

[house was destroyed by f i re - a few years ago. % •' , • •,

.Frozen Rook was the b i r t h place of I l r s . Ella Coodey.Robinson cja. .
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, ' FH04K! HOCK.

. Frozen Rock (Ella Robinson,Jan. 11,1937,)

' The house consisted of eight large rooms buil£ of logs , two.
* . ' • • •

story structure, having four rooms on the ground* floor and four
•A

rooms above.' At the rear was two room^ made of plahks*and

across the l i t t l e passage way was a detached ki tchen. A wide

hall in the center divided the rooms, and could "be converted

into an o-pen passage way in 'the sunimejr. 'A large port ico adorned

the front. The back porch was a t the r ea r as no southern home
' • • . • < •

was complete without . The f loors were made of walnut boards,

about fifteen inches in width. The. door, window facings and

wainscoating were of solid walnut. The locks ware brass , having

bee.-' bought by y.r. Coodey in New York. Two large stone chimnies

one at each end o.f the house furnished four f i r e pla,ces. The '

entire'house .was heated with wood, which was p l e n t i f u l . The

home faced an .avenue of walnut frees , reaching to a big gate sc;:e

too hundred yards from the . f ron t yard* A never f a i l ing well

walled with*stone, in the corner of-the front yard, furnished

water. ' . -


