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:RDBINSOii, ELL/w .' . (JOODJ0Y ,•
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*" • (Saibmitte<L by El la ' Robinson) -January 18,1W" ' . •' / ' , :

'"• , '.,.••"'• t i n , ;.'.
:•.. JOSEPH COODEY.

^ Carolina.Tebruary 1.5, JbjB79.'" Onjreaching'
youngynaittiocfd", He" le f t Ms .native state .and went down into
Tennessee. . Reaching'Ross*s landing and the Tennessee .River .
near the historic sppt, near Lookout Mountain he found the
beautiful home of Eaniel Ross a. Scotchman and .his. Cherotee wifg
Molfie McDonald Ross. He was,..wonderfully, impressed with the .'
bsauty of\, the., country but more' so with the charming youtig • •
daughter tTane o f : ^ . and Mrs. Ro.ss. '..After, a brief cour.tshit>
they .were married •. , -He immediately, engaged in the mercantile
business and. trading arid became quite wealthy before the removal
cf tl ^ ' k j t " " '

Mr. OobdeV was;,a"Prominent and influential man among.the,
' " ' \ • " • • ' " • . *

Cherokees and aMed them in material and many other Ways. .Wher»

it became apparent^ #ha/t the Cherokees would be compelled to

move west-ward, he/^/odmpanied his'oldest son, William Shorey .

Go âey, wao was in command of the colony moving westward to

their new Home w Vbe Wilderness, Bringing his family he

established his^t i rs t ho\ie on Lee Street, near the present si/ce

of Gore . / l i e /owned and operated a ^.arge Salt works*. He was

that entercrifee as people came as far west asj

'Missouri and Texas A n thVir.Nsupply of sa l t . Fifty-wagons

waiting foi1 salt was a cejmtfon \sigKt.' Disposing of the Sali
3a few years later he was' attracted to the h i l l couii|rj

"iiear; TahlfequahV He established his permanent home' -near thS

;. Illinois JRiver, near Tahlequah.^Bjagain engaged in the

mercantile, business and in connectioV o'wned and oner^ted/a I
' • ' • • - I " . ' ; . • • :. * . \ • \ p • ^ • • / • •

mill* "His home" being near that of Chiefs John Boss, his/ wife fs.
"brother, IK ho .came., west with the. emmi.g^atiqn in 1838; being closely.

•related to the Chief., his home naturally became a popular stojr» . ,
[Ping place with laany who journeyed there oh business..with their

[C£ieff» ', i t was the age-long .custom b.f the Indians to. extend • . •

to .all who came. DTten the' guests overflowed~the . .
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house and were accomodated with beds' on the porches; '.However,

entertaining was no hardship as food was abundant and the negro
i.

servants, did the work.'. A relative, who came for a short v i s i t " •

and stayed six months was no uncommon thing*s Mr*. Coodey, was

the pri^ioipal sp i r i t in the organization In the ' f i r s t Masonic .
• • • ' . - - > . . ' ' " ' . ' • • > ' ; - • ' ' * • • ' " . " • ' ' • ' • • - .

Lodge in the. Indian Territory at.Tahiequah. He, was. the. fa-ther

of,three sons r William Shorey, who married Elizabeth Fields;.

j)aniel_ Ross_,. mj.rrieA_EargajretlMcPpnAli _a^cousin;.'

•Donald, married Rebecca Thornesberry, a'Boston lady.

years after her death he married Mary Hardridge* • There were

also six daughters in Mr, Coodey^ home,." Elizabeth the eldest^

married Greenwood LaFlore« Mary^married 3T>A>Scale.s<> Maria,
_,. ^ . . . . „ . ^- . ^ ^

Carried"3OHB. Hawkins, 'Louise, married Frederick Kerr. .Letitia,.
y ) * • - "
- . . » •

married Looney Pr ice , Flora McDonald married Leut, Daniel H.
- ' ' •' * •

Huoker. She lived ..only a few years, and i s nSĵ rY^q in the

National Cemetery at Fort Gibson. 'The Scotch had inter-married

intothe Cherokee Tribe to a la&ge extent, producing a strong '

stalwart .generation, both meiltally and physically. • Of such;

Tilooci' ,.
by those v/ho. "knew th; him and

.*as the eldest, son* .. I t was

tlso Ex-Senator Bobert Gwens of

eklaho>na that he was the most br i l l iant , man the Cherokee. Nation
* * * •

ever", produced-. • • , ' * ; . . ' • • . ' • ' . . . . •

I'x^ Coodey fs.wife, died Sept'em^ber 1844. Kr, Coodey died

October 11,1859,.at the .age of e ighty*years . . He i s ' b u r i e d in

fh'e- Holland Cemetery, near.' Tahlequah. . ' / " • •.
* * • * * , *

?.S. Story given py Mr.' Coodey1 s grSat grand-daughter, E
r > R o b i n s , o j i * - " / • . • • v • . • •" • ' " *


