MILLER, TUXIE. INTKRVIE

INDEX CARDS .2H6

Ceme teries-~Cherckee

Mller family
Removal~<Cherokee
Claing--Cherokee

Ridge, John

Bouwdinot, Elias
F-ctions~-Cherokee
Houses~<~Cherokee Nation

Bows end @Rrows--Chexrokee
Food-«Cheraokee
Pottery-~Cherckee
Dyes-~Cherokee
Paint--Charokee
Medicine=-«Cherokee

Ferm implemsnts-~Cherokes
Besks try--Cherokes N
Household manufactures~~Cherokee
Farming-~Chero kee Nation
Civil ¥War--Cherokes Nation
Civil VWar refugess--Southern
Soeisl gatharingss-Cherokee !stion
Game--Cherockee Nation
Fishinge~Cherokee Nation
Fruits, wild
Crchards--Charokee Nation
Intermarried whites--Cherokes hation
Marriage-~Cherokec
Schools--Cheroses Hation
Fards-~Illinois River
Ferries--+11linois River
Ferries-«Morth Caneddan River
Texns Trail

Trails

Stage routes

Renching~~Creek hation
Renching=--Cherokee Nation
Grist mills--Cherckee Nation
Courts«~Charokee

Law enforcemsnt--Chero kee
Proctor, Ezekisl
Elections~-~Cherokee

Maynard

Postoffi ces--.ayneard
Densnbearg
Postoffices~~Denenberg
Stilwell

Bla cksmi ths+-Cherokee Nation
Merocantile eastablishmants--Cherokee Nation
Paymen ts~~Cherokee

Pearmi ts-~Cherokee



MILLER, TUXEE. INTERVIEW

267

Interview with Tuxie Miller

L. W, mhaa,nzhu Yorker.

Historisal Indisn Ressersi ¥ork
Intervies was sesured Mareh 15, 16, amd 17th - 1037

Mr. Miller snswers the gquestions asked, daszed oz bis own persoasl
knowledge and as told to him by his pareats m' older Aister, irs. Kate
Taylor. Mrs. Taylor was interviewsd jointly with Mr. Miller. lrs. Tay-
lor lives four miles southwest of Tahlequeh, Oklahoma. Mr. Miller lives
at 918 South "D" street, Mono. Cklahomm. .

¥r. Miller ststes as follows:

1 am 74 years old, or will be in & few days. 1 was
born April 6tk, 1863, in the Cherokee Matioa asd in the distrioct of
said nation kaowa as the Camadian distriet. 1 am & five-eighths Cherokse
Indian. I married Amerieca Johmsom, Yedruary a4, 18868. She w=as bora in
North Carolina and came to,.the Indim Territery my 3rd, 1878.

FATHER we~~=- Louis L. iiller was bora, iz 1804, ia Georgia. He
died, Pebruary 28th, 1501 at the age of #7. He is buried in the ifiller
cexetery, four miles west and one mile south of Tajlequah, Oklahoma.
Tes csuse of his death was €ue to small-pox .

MOTHER =wewee= Lucinds Wood-Miller, was bora, August 25th, 1830,
ia the Cherokee, Natica snd died Apriluged, 1906. She was duried aloag

side of father in the Miller csmetery.

|

Grs
ORANDFATHER ---- Father's side - was bora in Oeorgia. His namc was

-~ Osorge Killer. I kifiiglittle of grendfather Miller.
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Crandfather - Nothers dide - was dora and married ia Georgis. His mane
was Michael C. iood amid gaad=sther's aems was Mery Hubherd. This marrt-
age vas performed in 1828.

¥y mother's pecple were old settlers. They firat came 0 irkausss

in 1822 ead then on tb the Indian Territlry a few ysars later. The rea-
son they left Georgia was dus %o a treaty being sigmed during Prosident |
waroe's days, at the #hite Eouse ia #ashingsos, D. C.

E$ father was an emigraat aad came on the Trail of Tears; im 1837
and eottled in what later was the Fliat distrisct of the Cherokee Hatiosn |

aesr the presemt tomm of Stillwell, Oklakoma.

JIGRATION
The old ssttlers that came ia 1822, paid their own expense and

traveled by steam-boad, 88 this wmas the onAly means of transportation
at that time. The boat landed st Fort Smith, Arkansas and my people
ssttled nofth of there, et what is mow, Duter ¥ills, Evansville,

axd Cinneianati, Arkeasas, which is near the territory lime sad it

vas only & short move iato the Yliat distriet eorosz the lins in 18%0.
liany plantations were established around Fvezzviiie and Clunciznati
dwing thess days but mome of =xy peopls were slave owners. BDoats

Md traveled the irkansas river to Fort Smith, Arkansas, oaly a few
yoars bdefore my pecple emms. The reason they csme to the Territory -
from irkansss wes beccuse the govermmsnt hed male a treaty with them
Ard reservation wee sasigned them in the Territory. This waa oaly

tvo or three years Lefers my mother was Boru. It must have been

aloag sbhout the year of 1528.
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iy father cams h'a- Georgia, sceommt of a treaty made dack there
»ith the Chearvokees. This treaty covered the removai of all the Cherokes
tribes from Oeswgia, North Carolisa, Flordis, aad in fast, all of the
Cherokees bask esit. Some eame of Fmeir oma free accord and will amd
the goverameat dore the expense of thelir moving but mnst of thea ob-
jected saying tho treaty wis not the will of the tribes and that the
ones that made the treaty haé mo suthority amd that they would not meve
avay and leave their homes aad all their land, for homes in this west
oountry. The United .tates imsiasted they leave cad finally they meds
thom leave, they just drove then ous with Umited States troops. It mas
i 18;8 and 1830. They trevelsd in wagon-train and carsvanas, being
urged and pushed aloag by the soldiers. 1 have read stories of tiais,
shich I had slresdy beea %018 Dy my people as to how they suffered o
thias long westera trip. Epidemies droks out amoag them while they were
camped nt‘ the Missiseippl rhir for several woeks waiting for the rivei
to recede sp thet thsy eould oross. This epidemic seemid to de of & d‘j“‘
Gatery uature. Namy died all sloag the route traveled end was buried
into unmarked graves where uo cus todsy eculd locete a one of them.

It grieves me to know how my people suffered om this trip, wnd
Bov 1ittle a Luzan rece ocoulid card for a people who had souls s an: to
thez 68 wore their owa. Yes they call it "Ths Trail of Tears® and I
would rather mot talk more sdout i, I guess everyone knows how they
suffered on (that trip, aad even after they got hers, thinking of tdeir
komss, coufortsdle homes, aad farms thay had left behind. They were to
8ot paid for it. Yes, they were to get {8, but they were all desd before

@ 1little, paltry sum ves paid sven to some of their shildrea. I don's



MILLER, TUXIE. INTERVIEW "

27

1 doa't bellieve any one ean tell you of 3 aimgls amigrant that ever lived
to get s dime, scovunt of this removal.

-oms of these that signed that treaty got what was coming to them
and more of them should have got it after they gst here, ard I mean o0l4
Joha Ridge, aad Xliss Boudinot. Theynsamed sonc of the stresms after
Boudinot sad maay 4idn't evea approve of naming anything after sush a
low-1ife fellow that would ssll sheir peopls, but the pecople they sold
ue you possidly know, mever let thea live to smjoy what they got of it.
! Thiugs weFe gestiEg &b @ Tever kest sad the interviswer chenged the
sud jeot ‘aséd beghl taiking of pressat day eveats amd arrvaigned for s
continuanes of the intervien for the next day.THe graated is, «ad said
they lovod $0 talk to me for 1 seeded to imow the life of the éhcrohe
pecple)..The 2ext day, Mareh 16, 1937, they umsslicited, took up the
begianing of the parties, The tresaty party and tle ‘catt-trnty ¢ o
courss, they wers Anti's }. The ARS3’6 were ditter oppoasata of the
Ross purtiss umd Jokn oss besame the First shief of the tride. .

LIFE &b CUSTCIS s! “.‘%2 IND14AN3
~BEFORE THX CIVIL WAR
They constructed log eebins, with 4irt floors and no wiadows.

Roofs were meds of poles sud grass amd later they duilt better eadins

it puncheon floors amd slapboard roofs with shuttle windows. (&hutsle
vindows were either duilt of small poles tied together with dark sad later
Tith aative lumber and would slide horimcatally open and shut). The first
foors were 4t amall poles and strips of hides used for hingss and lster

<

doors of native lumber. They first 4id their eooking ia opea, out-door

fires, sud later fireplases of mative stome were duilt.
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Their Cirst elothing was of hides sad furs, and lster were mmde of
gotton end wool, with spinting wheols, resls and looms.

They bad 20 wempons cnd they made Skemselves dowe znd arrows
to kill gsme. The bow wes usually made of Boia De are, the string
from a oQuirrel skin or simewv of a deer. The arrov from swamp dog
sood and feathered by deer sinsws strings being tied to hold the
teathers sn the arrow. Later they ;oquirad Carribean rifles amd so on.

Their fond comaisted of Camahenie (homimy grits). Cenuchi (nut
butter). Lye hominy (Corn kornekd). Broadsword and doghends (Xind of
8 hot-tamale made of meal snd wsats and baked in ashom). Dried weats
bean-bresd, piumpkia diead, johnnie cakes, and aragklin dresd.

The d0rn ¥as orushed in 5 moFtdr with & pestie. The mortér was
s log disbed out at one end in dowl fashion and the pestle was s rem
that would gsontast the cora in the morter amd srush it. It vas then
run through 8 riddle or sfsve. The finer was ths meal, the cosrse!
sas the tt?;sit]. The riddles wero masde by takinz s hickory stick and
bending Lt {nto the shape of & hook amd with bark from cane would weave
{t into sjeve fachion.

3114 gene wes dressed as et present amd their dried mects were
dried by s place bdeimg built into the fireplace shere the dressed
mst could be laid and gradually drted.

Canshanie or bread m baked cu boords, ip skxillets and dutch
ovens.

Carushi was mede by oru-hué hidkory nuts in the morter, put
thez in a vessal of water and skim off the grease. The grease was ussd

for lard, buster, end milk.
J
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Lye hominy was made as stppwssatt, ouly ashes ware used for lye in-
stead of soagesatzated lye:

Sssn-bread was made Dy boiling deans and adding them to the Canahanie

Puapkia bresd was mde by first cookiag the puapkia into s dbutter
acd then adding 1t to the camebauis.

Sochanie was & saled of wild greens boiled with meat as you would
the preseat day(ﬁgka# sslad.

“he food was eaten out of plates, bowls, amd pots, which was made
from clay and {n soms instances tRer: was a few dishos among them that
wes brought through from the old country. (meaning Ceorgis, North Car-
olina, and other states from whish they oamse).

Their skins, elothiag, matting, amd arrovs were djed by a pre-
peration of varks aad roots. Ok bark mede a brown or black also walrut
hulls when green, were used im mmking these two colors. Iadigo, or devil
shoe-string mede all shades of Blwe. semeca roots made red. Copperas or
salt was always added to make fest, faleless, golors. Sumae and copperas
vas used to make a tan. '

Indian pajints was asde by the samc mathod as the dye, as ] have
told you, to peint thei{r weapsas and imsigaas on their tents and ponies.
Their face paint was amde from pesesarecdss, polk derries, and soft
rocks of different solors were used 8o peneil their fasces.

Indisn medicines wers mede frem roots aad herds. Guttoa Smake-root
82d bone-set was useéd as a purgative, geldearcds amd dutter-fly roots -
‘vere used as we would quinise to subdus faver, sassfrass dark wes made
Emo & tea and draxk to purify their blood , .nup;ula. ginzer, awd
idhk rootwas used.
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Indians €1id farm and raise stock. All they had to est and wear was
raised at home. Ia their very early days they used serts ard later came
the lynsk pia wagoms. They mmdes plates, dowls, and pots es well es their
beeds out of clay. Beskets were made fram bdarks of trees, end canse.
Clothing was made from ca’igq' ead wool. Seed from cotton was pieked out
by hand as thers wes 20 gias, dut later, horse power snd watsr power gims
began operetion. The wool was sheared from ihs sheep, washed amd dried,
end then carded, dolted and wovesn.

There wsee 8ll kinds of wild game, wild trvfiu and berriés, nuts and
honey fror wild dees. )

They started to raising wheat o.nd oata u& thu ‘grain was mowed
vith sajthe, credls attached, and threshed »y d‘au!ng 1t out with
poles. On & windy day %he greia would be poured on th ground or wagom-
sheet and the wind would dlow out the ehef® and Airt. Ths wheat would
be ground in the morter like the corn. “

The Shorokees begea $o inter-marry with the white race and their
customs gradually ochamged as iaveatioas v‘oro deing malle, roads laid out
aad travel beizg made to the states. Trading posts wers estadblished
A stezm boats began running regularly as it was possible for them to
do.

They had their sports susk as; foot races, horse rages, asd ball
games, snd anjoysd barbvecuss, camp meetings, and stomp dances.

sehools aaé missions were started at advantagaous poiansts and they
Were condugted by sthe missionaries whe had followsd them to tiis westera

sountry. English was taught inm all the sehools sad the Frotestaat

Teligion was presshed in both émglish sad the Cherskee language.
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Thelndiess and all the psople in geueral were getting aloag nicely,
when the 7ar broke out. They had cattle, horses, oxen, hogs, and shes)d,

sll on open range. Hed Shetr fields of cotton and corn and they were

agaia living on ths up sad up.

CIVIL ¥AR

Kons of the lndians ocared to taka part in the sar, for they were
settled down, living peacsfully, ard comforSadbly and if it was to be a
rar, they were willing to let it be s white man's war. They kaew what
var would mean to their people. They were talked $00 with muok par-j
suasiod by Albert Pike, Confedersts Commissioner, aad sll of them
being froa the aouth, the southern arwy drew the major portiog of
thza . Thers was a few, Rowever, who joined the northern army, sad
aome never took part with either side. Thems were Sush-whackers asnd
stayed Bid out in the hills.

iy fether joizned the Confederate army and scrve? unddr Ceasrals
Stan Zedie, Cooper, eand Molntosh throughout thz war. He was first
stationed st Fort Divia. The Unjon foroes burned Fort Davis in 1862,
¥othker and children refugses first to the Jeorgia York dattoms in
the “anadian distriet and it was here that ] was dorn. ifter the
burning of Port Davis shey moved oar to Reé River, {n ths vicinity of
fort jashite, and remsined there umntil pesce was decolered in 1869,

&y I‘atnox" fought in the dattle &t Homey 3prings om 7lk Croek near
the prasent town of Ok3aba, Oklahoma. The Comfoderstes were shipped
there and they retrested south across tho Canddias river. This was

the only major battle ia whish he was sagaged, and I xmu; sas the

ALy major battle fought is the Territesy.
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1 have baen told amrd as sister Katertella you we roturnsd froz Fort

Zashita to the Charokee Nation on thenold Texss road asnd landed firat
ot Tort Gibson, Indian Territory, and soon settled five miles south-wost
of the prasent town of Tahlequah, Oklahomx.

LIFE AHD QUSTOMS AFTER THi GIVIL 4aAR

After the war, the couniry was about in the same aondition 38 it
wss wvhea the Chorokers first csme to this eountry, except for the
clearings where they hud previously beea farming. Horses zcre scarce,
likewise, cattles and hogs, except for the wild ones.The reccon t{lese
shimals were wild was because the psorle went to war znd left tzem
bekind and they had to strive for s living for themselves. iven the
dogs left behind went wild and joined packs of wolves snd coyotes.

They bad to bduild sabins as they &ic before the wer, ns they ned
‘been burned or demolished.
| Famming statted anew, with a dear tongue for a plow made of wood
and later the shovel part was made of iron and then a small turning
plow. Harroas were made of forks of trees ahd the teeth ware of wood
td finally, we gol harrow teeth made of iron. These wers oslled " A
larrows™. The cors was dropped by hand, then the hand planters, itao,.
{isat was sown brosdcast by haad and was mowed with seythe end cradle
tttachad at first, uatil momers , bimders, and thresh mechines came

in use. Tho grain was frailed ous at firat with poles 8» it was tefors

the var. Cotton wes niné‘for bome consumption. Being mo gin, the
tottan would dbe plased around tha fire amd whem warm the seeds 60\:14

Madily be pisked out by hand, than later came ths horase power gin,
oe,.
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From ihe sotton wes made thread and clothing. Again the old spinning

wheel, reels and loons sans 1uto use. The cloth and thread was qm with
s preparation of 1iquids made from barks and Tsots as it =as before tho
-

The psople wers all friendly and took nride in Being hospitable. They
snjoysd visiténg relatives and friends. They w%ald haves pioniss, bdarhecues,
csap-meetings, sguare damces, stomp-dancesa, indian dall games, horsz rasea,
deor hunta, and visit turkey rooat securing enough furkeya at ons tinett,
supply the comunity for & number of days. \mng‘ sooial affairs ware held
in the sghon] hauses and missi~na.

There »as all kinds of wild gase. Deer, turkcy, wild pigeons, qmii.
praéirie chickens, O'possum, coon, fquirrel, fzabbata. wild-pats, =mink,
muskrats, soyotes, snd fox. #ith all the wild gnma plemty of meat was
slways availadle as well as hidss and furs that oou}d bs sold or traded
for cash or groceriés, at the tradiang post. 1 g.»@d to kill mosétof ny
gams, as a doy, with s dow snd arrow, and gould uss cne well. Let me
~show you one of ay old bows amd arrows. (He presented the bow and arrows
éud coaplained he did nct have & asw deer sinewwwitk which to make a
| Y string and to tie the festhers on the-arrow. The bLow was of Bole
32 tro and the arrow of white osk amd dog-woodj. Aafter the bow and
irrow 1 gase iato possession of a muzgle loading shot-gun, and finally
the wore modera rifles, gums, and piatolas.

Before the wam, there was duffalo on the plains, sas sister has

told you from what is mow Muskoges, Oklahome, to the Red River. Tie
buffalo and black bear were.all gome duriang my deys.

NOWWMLGrn‘.ndluuto:hoottnmwuhw

msum.mu-unummmmcm-umupm
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the water with greea welnuts and bucsk-syss. Fish was noc objeot in the
early days.

%114 freiés end berries were svery place. Blackberriez, dewberries,
strawberries, grapes, plums, ckerries, husklederries, and mulberries,
Pruit trees and orchards ware started along in the year of 1895, and 18986.
You know, I pointeé out many of theae old orohards to You a9 we were
pazsing.

In the fall, we gathered nuts of all kinds. Hiokdry nuts, wainuts,
pecens, chinquapins, and hazel muts. I know where a lot of hazsl nuts
grow yet, snd if you care to go next fall, I would be glad to go with
jou, and gather some of them.

The Cherokees had their own government . It wes just g little,
ainjature republic, and each of the fiww trides were likewise., I will
11 fou more of that here in the Cherckec Natfon if you don't let me

torget §%.
"rade snd travel to the ztetee were rostly by steam bests wnd
freight wagon treins, and of course finally the reilrosds came through.

. used to haul freight from the end of tho ¥, L. & T. railroed &t

Gtbson stetion to Tahlequeh. This wes the closest soint on the ruflroad

tc Tahlequeh for & nuwber of jetars. Jteam boats used to dring freight

(Cry goods, shoes, miilamery, eloth, boots, saddles, and groceries

to “ebbers Falls, snd Port Ofbson, Indisa Territory, end #e woulé hsul

it to Tehleqush from these points. ¥umy times freight was also hauled

fre= Port mith, Arkansas, to points in the Territory dy freight wagoms,
Kissicnes end sehaols imoressed aid msny of the ohildren seeured |

(0od educations. Znglish was taught is the sehools and the Baptiots,

l{thodhto. sad Preshyterian faith wvas preashed. I attended muay of these
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schools and l‘"‘f};‘ my wife amd sister,

| OVERLAND CATTLE TRABR

1 was never exgaged to any extent in the cattle business and
have 00 knowledge of the inside of this fundustry, otior than, that
Zreat herds were driven throughtihe Territory shortly after the
¥ar to the markets in Ksnsas, Missouri, amd other states. This did
not prove profitable to them and chen they conocoived the ides of
starting thelr herds in the early spring from Texas and rateéag-
grasing them slovly through taking some six or sight months. This
seemef to be mors profitable becauss there wus plenty of grass,
and water, anéd th fved fat for the market im the fall. The
Territory was bclné settled up more snd Shis cedsed possidly de-
csuse reilroeds came through the Territory and ramches were

started in the Territory.

CH1S 1k ITORY

A1l over the Territory ranchez aprang up. 3lus stez and sage
grass xas plentiful. Catils wore shipped by rail from Texas to
{fferent points aud placed on theue ranches which wers all Open. -
range and they thrived sand vere essily fattened and shen they
weres it wscording to the owmer and the markels in thenKorthers
States were good they would be reloesded tato fraight sars &nd taken
to market . This was & very Shriving business for o aunber of years
and even tolay there aure a number of sxmsll ranchos compared with
the ones then asd these ranshes of today of course, are all under

fence.
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THE OXLALSNA COUNTEY AND 279
T4 QHEROKZE STRIP
The Oklahoma eoumtry which {2 nosx allcoated as being in the
vieiaity of Cklahona Couaty sas openred %o white settlers in 1889,
The Cherokee atrip or what waa known as the Cherokese cutlet,
embracing about three million aores scuth of the Gentral Park of
Yansas, in the preaent Oklahoma, was opemed to white settlers ia 1893.
I never perticipated in eay of these opsnings, nor did any of my

people, while wersere all citizens of the Territory.

MARRIAQES

Before a merriage cersmony eould ‘bo verformed in whioch & white
PO Or & woman was interested it was neceasary that they ssoure twelve
oitizsens of the tride ia which he or she*beloaged befors a sertificate
wuld bs given them. After reesipt ot‘}hh gertificate any preacher
sould cogphu the esremoay. ¥ait sud I' will show you mine. ( e pro-
duced his certificate all written in long-Damd and givem to him bY
the tridal court at Tahlequah).

There wore, however, & number who %00k mato themselves & husbamd
or & wife and lived with them without amy ceremony amd thia wes kuowma
4s & common law union eald tue socurts today recogniszs this meuns of
lgtrimay here ia Oklahoma.

GHUBQHES®~ SGHOOLS = AND MISSIONS
I attended she Rureka Sehonl. 1t was at adous iss pressat loeation

being about four miles southwest of Tahleguah. My tessher's mames wers
kr. Gugular, father of ths lake State Semator, Clu Gulugar. Nr. Norweod
M Doctor ieess. 1 alsc attended the 014 Doy's Semimary lesated ebeut

i:uo South and & lit4le cast of the present tewm of Tehlequah. It
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vuraed i 1910, end was aever rebuils. (Hs showed §o me the exsst locatiom.

The Mordvien MESSMA2 Missien was lossted about & mile south of the
present town of ‘hh&oqui. Oklahoma.

The Park Hill Mission wes losated neer the presant tom of Park Hil},
Oklahoma.

The Zlm Springs Mission was locsted sbout  of a mile from the pressns
Prisso dti;ot st Wellington, Oklahomm, ou the Baroa Verk Oreek.

The old fewsle Seminary was loested 3 mile morthesst of the present
Frisco depot at Park Ehl. Oklghoms, oa the old Wilkersor Flage, &t Murrel
Spring. This was burned fa 16883 ead wam rebuilt 4t the ursent of the
fﬁortneaatom Teschers College, st Tahieguah, Oklahoms,

“he Choftokes AsYlum wes loeated at the presant Sequoysh Training
Sekool, soutk and west of Tahlequah, on high-vay 82, I worksd st this
place while it was deinz used uss en esylum, |

My wife attended the Christi Sshool, the Rabdit Trap Sshool, and the
0ld Female Semimary. These ‘sohools ars still cperating st a%out the same
logation ai when she attended, oxsept the Female Seminary, whioch 1 have

Mt ioned above.,

BIRIAL GROUNDTS

A8 we traveled alomg, ¥r. ¥iller pointed out %o ws mny oid family
tmetarys. e did not viait asmy »f thcs.a due %0 laok of timoe on thie
trip and 1 ean not lesatedide= by seotion, township, and ets., .44y
other trip is made through this sesction of the couniry. Ye aid
ver, visit his femily greveyard end visited the gruves of his futher,

ther, and other kim. The Eillar graveyard if four miles west snd two
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JORES AND FRREIES

¥o Uife Yard, waz losated four miles below tle mouth of Barom rerk
Creek snd erossed the Illiaois uiver. At timss when the Illinols zives
sas up; & farry opersted at this losstion and was known ss the 3{llls
rerry. .

Ths Ballew Ferry was controlled, omned and operated, Ly :Hill Ballew
and orosced the Iilimois River, st tia present tosn of Cocksoa, Okluhoma,
Tas Wooda Ferry was ecatrelled, ocwnsd, and gperatsd by Sam o004,
22d it was located one mile sbove ths mouth of the Barom Pork, Oreek

aud cvossed the Illimols River.

The Boudinot Ferry was across the Illinois River and abgut four
ziles up-stream from where the Barom Fork Cresk emptied into the Illimois.

The Hevina Puxzy was epatrolled, ommed, and opersted by ose and
Julsi Hevins. This ferry crossed the irkansas River at aboui the preseat
losation of the Miskoges pumd atatioa,

The Fogers Terry was sostrolled, ownod, sad operated by Oodnel Rogets
and his brothcr..' Thls farry erossed the irkansas Iiver, at about the
prmnt( ltooatio@u‘af the Fris¢o Hailroad bridge, esst of the city of Musk-
‘ogoo, OKklahoxa.

" The Rabbit Ford -was sorosz the irknmgas Biver just east of the preseat
village of Rivarside. Riversids, i»s four miles eass of ﬂukotaornk}ahou.
" The Foremans Yerry was eoutroiled, owfed, md operated, by Bullet
Foranan. This fezry srossed the Illikois River adout six or ssves miles
Up-strean from the rivers soukh, This ferry was used exteasivély ‘shea

1he 014 stage-l1ae wae eperuiing frem Muskoges, Indien Territary, %o
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Fort Emith, ArKERBSS. ‘ y

m'm?ommmthhﬂh%ﬂvud&tdxnﬂu
up stresm from 18's mouth. Ittwas controlled, owned, amd operated, by
achert Vanh. -

The Suitl Ferry mAcatrouod. omned, and opsrsted, dy Jumior
smith. I‘tmloctm. about two miles south &id nine niles east of the
presefit town of luskoges, Oklahomm, ia what {s knowk today as ths Goose
Eeck Band country, and it erossed the irkansas River.

ROADS 4D FRATLS

1 have told adove 6f the lesation of the Navins Jerry, and it was
froz this ferry that the Texas Roed started as fur as I know amd ran in
2 mthm:;t direstion for cbout two miles, thenee soui crossing aorth
and south Alk Creek, contizuing soulh asress the NORTMaaad South Cansifan
to about the preaent tomm of Krabs, Oklahoma, znd thence, in 2 south-
westorn direction to ?& ¥ashita. This was the rosd we iraveled om our

return fron Fops Washite after the close of ake Givil War.
Tae old atags line we traveled %oday from Maskoges $o Tehlequal,
Gklahona, a8 far as it m‘hulnl: possidle to 46, ran east ous of Porg
Otbson, Tklahoma, about onsequarter of a mile morth of the Raticnal Cem-
elery at Fort GJbson, umtil we vers oms mile east of the Muskogse snd
Cherokies line, and thanse, north four milss, ihense, six miles iz a
zortheastern direction uatil we cams 30 ths old Gulager Flace (one of Mr.

Oulager's soms atill lives at this old plass) sad themss, througk She
mountaing dearing southe-sast until we €ams within about a mids south of

(e presant town of Tehlequal, { fxum the Culager Flase we would pass

mm"w and the Norevian Missien defore we sould have Surned



MILLER, TUXIE. INTERVIEW
1Y%=
283

sertd %0 Tshleguah, Okishoms.)

There was an old Military Rmd that rem norsh out of Port Gibeea,
Indlan Tarritery, but I um wmable $o 121l you jJust the wey it weas.

mounmxm«mohxmwmxfnme,mu.mu-
sesiere direstion over the prosemt Braggs Mourtaim and through Aragzs,
"xishoms, and thense ess$, over the Oresnleaf munc,‘w thence,
{p a southeastern dirsctica, esoming to whthia & nile or so of the
present towa of Core, Oklehoma, and thense eant, crossing tfu Bullet
Foreman Perry which crossed ths 1llinois Rivar, sad thence , along
sbout the asue route as was the flow of the Arkaneas River to Yort
saith, Arkenscs, Of ocourse, as fori Smith, we wers on the wsst sids
of the irkansas River saxd we would heve to ferTy the river at thias
point,

HANCHZS

Being loosted back in the biil couxtry I kxnew very listle of
ranck 1ifs, and oxly can tell you of thax froa observetion. I
Know that on eask raxel was a forexan's house, ¢vck ahask, bunk
house, and a few sheds amd corral. \

The 75 mash was losated near the pragent tozn of Hankell,
Okishoaa, eud was owned by Saa Ssvers.

7he He-B raash was looassd d;zn on Omorgia Fork Croek, south
sast of Kesfston, Oklshoma, wnd was ommed by Kip Tlackstone.

The Thrse-Bar Ranch mas on Pecan (resk, west oi duskoges,
Indian Terrisory, sad was owned dy 0. A. Turner,

The O-X Ranek was losated near the presont town of Summit, Okla~
Rima, and was owed dy Louis Jobe,

The laxy~5 Haneh was s #leud Oreek and was owned by H. B. Spaulding.
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Being ll\m Pollise, Depaty United Sates Marshall, aad
Depusy Shariff, after Statshood, I knew whers every raneh ves losated
pat I ﬂd no parsieular stteation o Shem other thas to Imew thaf’
thess ranches were all open range amd grased thousand of head of eattle,
and soze horsss. The oaly business ! ever had arocund these jlases wms
to be looking for some law violuter .

LOCATICES OF OLD MILIS AND GINS
The first grist mill in the viociniSy of the presemt town of Braggs,
Oklahoxns, was on Orssaliet? Cresk and was o¥ned by a man by the name of
John Pasrick. I¢ was a watar Nill.
mmummnummusduqus Cresk nsar the present
toms of Knasas, Oklahoxs. It was a water i,

Ths Namcy idsir watsr mill was lossted oa the 0l4 Dossor Billimss
Flscs, Korth of July Springs ox the main highway, Tahlsgush %0 Stillwell
Oklshoms, of the presend day. Ned Christis lived mear this mill. Dostor
Billings was a 4octer shat had shttled herw hnving eoxe from Georgia.

The first grist mill {n the pressnt town of Xuskogee, wis cuned
by a zan by the nams of Forema. This mill was located about two
blosks ni2th of tha sorasr of Korsh Cherckes and Callabax Streets. le
later put f2 & gin.

. ~JEDIAN LARS A¥D FOLIOR

-

Zaoh pation of the five sivilixed trides was & 1ittle Gomain
nithin {teelf. They had Sheir owm tridel laws, and their domains sere
dividedi into distriets, and scsh distrist kad its separste aad dis-

tinot trial judge, prosesuting sttormey, SUMLEL . seruties.
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I vil} hlrl you partieularly of she Cherokes Kation as thal 18 the
ous in whieh mast of my sctivisies sentered . Ths Cherokes Hation mas divided
{sto nize 4istriets, vin: Fiind, Geing Snake, Delasare, Seline, Tahleqush,
ilinois, ¢ &k, Seguayul, 'Mboo—vn' * or Cleremors Distriet,

AS what oonld Do losated at She present tHES would be six miles

by Koupr

scrthesat of the present eity of Olarwmors, Oklshoma. st Keeptal Springs,

ou Dog Creak, in the Koo-wee-skoowse District was held eourt of thas
district. The udge of this courty wmas George Clark. The Prosesutiag ittomey
vos Jesse Coshran, The Bherisf wns Bill MeCraken and ohe of his Qeputies

vas wath StaTP. Tus Jourt House was of log ecasirasiiosn.

AS whst sould bs locsted ut the presant time would be eight milen
southwews of the present town of Stillyell, Oklahoma, near the Tom Sterr
Speings, 1n the f1int Distrist wes Hell.Court. I o mot recall the offi-
eials of this gours. -

In the Uoing Snake Distriet the Court House was of log construetion
st first and was rewuils htut with native lumber, The Judge of this
Soust was Thitaire, and John Spade was.the sttorgey. .;

Iz vagh aum_rm of the lation was a Court Houss, snd s shipping-
post . 1f some one sommitted an offesse, the sheriff woild arrest them
aad dring them into souwrt. The Sheriff waa sakirely respousidls for
the prisarer afser the arrest was made amd there was mo jails, the
prisoner wouild be shained and loeked to prevest his sseape. Oftex $imee
97 bed shile he ead the

4

the priscasr would be chained to the

sheriff slepd. .
e prisonars sould de tried by a jury smd if found guilty would

bs ssntenced by the Judge to be mhipped ai ths whipping post. For the first
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got tvemby=flve lashoes with a dfekory stlak. The second offense}
gould menn P18%y lashes, the thisd offemse; & humdred lashes, sad the
fourth offensei he would bo hung. They wonld aot hamg bim $0 & tres dus
had an improvised seaffold. They would aarry the prisoner %o the top
the sesffold sad stoed him on & traped40o2 and st she shgnal of the
RParitf,the Depusy Sheriff would pull the trigeer on the trap-door,
and let him f£all, bremkiag his neck., 7o make surc thet his neck was
droken, 8s he dangled frox the rvps, the Sherif? would grad his by
his feet 2nd givs hia 3 good yank to meike surs shirt has nesck wns
droken, 2nd thal ho was dead, As 8 boy I umad to be around ths
shiyzing ot snd the Ssurt s gremt deal, The shipping poot was a
torred tree, the fork being =bout five and one-half or six fest from
the ground. The priscners bands wers {ied %opether and pulled cver
through the fork end tied to the ~ther aids aroung the tres. m@g
vers tiad to the tree so that ke eould 4o nothing but flineh axd 2ellow.
~aeh prisoner wns strippsed to his walst. hers aeccnd and third offen-
ders requirsd so meny lashes he would de reiezsad from the tres,
take hiz down ta the spring and bathe his back togetder witk Ris sto-
nach, whers he had rudted the hide off of sane againat tres. They
sontinued to do this with the priscaer ugtil he had meted cut his sem-
tanca,

Yas, ! can remaxher axy auxber of whispings that Stook place at

Coing Snuke Court sxd post. I partlionlarly remenber, as if 13 wvers
yeatarday, shen they whippsd tha ssynard hoys, the Pos$ doys, aad ¢the

%lf .Oﬁy’ L L} W‘ I
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7he hamging of the #olf boy in the Ooing Snske Distirict, creatsd
meh publiio sentiment snd one by the name of Zeke Proator , edout &
-ghres-quarser Pulleblood, orgsaised foress sguinss his opponents and
guite a 1ittle dattle ensued around she Court House. "he town of
Frodtor, Okishoma wes named after old Zeke. 7eke was roeally & bad
euaracter, 884 T have gusrded hia wsmy times, saiting for the lew to
take its eourse.

AS tho time Jos. %. Hayes wss elsoted Cherokee Chisf by the
powaing Party, who had run sgainst Hsbbit Bungh, of tha Ross Party,
groét excitzcisit prevailed at Tehlequah, the natiohs caritsl,
besausz the Roms Party was not willing that Hayss should he sented
as Ohief and for nine davs snd nights I guarded “ayves to kes;a him
frox being killad by his wagry oppoasnts. Days and nizhtz the Indincs
milled sroum) gussing snd disoussing tho results of this elsction,
Bat fage would have {t that ot a shoS was fired, dut {f one hrd bhean
fired I beliewr 1t would have dasn the result of a greajar war th;i(z

) \

was the Gresm Peash ¥sr ovar in the Oreek Masicn when fiam Chesoteh |

\

About five miles east and soms four of five nils northaastAén

dsfented Ischarippeshe .

¥ayrard Bayou was & trading rost by the name of Maynard. This village
sonsisted of & store post offiee and Blasksmith shop. I remember R{1ll
Hendrieks as beisng the stors Xeepar and postmester. Those living MOBR
the post were mamed Jask Gots, John Rmdells, Joe Glad, Zmelfme Duek,
and Charlie Ragle.
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The Domonberk Fost was lossted asirnthe present tows of 3%illwell,
sklshoms. 1S sozsisted of a atore, and poa;-;fnu. denry Denenberg ves
the marchant and Postmaster. Those Livisg within tbe vieinity of the pest,
gers; ?uloy\xulnr. Kangy 2dair, Alfred }iller, and John Usst. After the
Xansas Ci8y Southern Railroad dukl: through 3his section Denemderg village

;;ausod cut and ths town of Stilissll spraztyg up .The New Eope Chureh amd

wBBe

- o
ceastory was estadlished @t Densubarg snd the sems semetsry is Deibg wied

by the people of Stillwell, Oklshoun,
ALLD P, ARD

A% the instance of the M%mﬁuiu, £y pDeaple wers all enrolled
and tllotnsnia were granted us snd the pless that I showed you Soday, was
the land alloted us., ( This land was about four miles west and two miles
soubhwagt of the preseat town of M;quah). )

i9 received :fwad paymenis, ocoaséonly in amounts of from twoc to
Poutbeer dollars .

Ze received our striy monsy in 1894. imounte-~ Three Ruiddred and
tuirty-shrae dollars, ard sixty-three cents.

7o 414 not roceive our exigrant money uatil 1910, whieh wus in the
aa0unt ono\ hundrsd and thirty-three doliars, and a few cenids.

Those who game into the Territory, sand wished %o wirk cnd were of
goud zoral charaxter wars pmltsd to 4o so., by puyling one dollar
por mn:};., snd fipally nothing.

COMIENRTS |

Kr. #ilier is a fine 214 gentlenan end has asrved his pecple and his

soustiry wish hig all., fs i» sduired and loved by all of hias old fiienda

@3 assosinted .



