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' i'-r, -C. Ross. Hume - - . - . ,

Anadarko,- O k l a h o m a . • ' ' % ' • . •

Dear h'jc. Hume: . "- ;

I have your, l e t t e r o£ the 6th in which you s ta te among

•% 'cottier things^tiat .you would likej ip -have me Write you a long

l e t t e r regarding some of my reminiscence'§sduring the trime I

was a t Ft . Jteno and suggesting that possioly I knew v'ieorge

Bent and Jesse ChisLoim and perhaps Indians of th~fs reserva-

t ion .

Unfortunately for your purpose I cannot oualify in

answering either of. these latt 'er questions. I never met ei ther

of the Berits or Chisholm and had no acquaintance with the In-- «-'

dians a t Anadarko and scarcely any of the Indians a t Darling- —

ton. 'I did meet a fev? .of them. At.one tiae v»e had -whirlwind,

who I believe was\ the main Chief of the Oheyennes and l i t t l e
)

^aven of the ^.rapahoes, over to dinner. I envied them the i r

capacity for food. 1 am of .the opinion tha t , the human race

would be bet ter off i f they only a te or.ce in three days. I
• - ' • ' L

, am not intimating, that that was the only nieal they had^hafi in

three days but i t seemed to me at the time as though they ate , .

" enough to last three days* . . .t.
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.1 arrived a t Ft . Reno in August, 1876. ly job was tQ

keep the books for *. .V. Evans t. Co. This firm was comprised

Of J . ' S . Evans and Charlie Schif rbower.; J . S. Evans &, Co. had •

the Agency Store a t F t . S i l l a t that time and had had i t for

several years previously, -hen the i»ew post a t Ft, lieno was

opened", II." '-,". Ev&ns -secured the lreer.se as I ilitar;,; Trader.

Charlie Schiffbower had been with the fivans at F t . S i l l for •

some years and he becars a partner a t Ft, Reno.

I t seemed somewhat strange for a young fellow of less than

eighteen to go so far from home to get a joL, or to be offered

one, out i t came about naturally enough. j

Ivly father brought his family to, Leaven worth from Beards- #

town, I l l i n o i s , in 1359 and engaged in the wholesale grocery

business which a t that time consisted largely of the ou t - f i t t ing

of wagon t ra ins to the tfest. Schiffbower had worked for him

in the l a te Sixt ies and was very fond of us children and we of

him. After he l e f t Leavenworth he wrote us occasionally - some-

times sending us l i t l l e presents. , I remember he sent me a bow

and set of arrows. The bow was a r ea l bow and I rras not strong

enough to s t r ing i t . Sometime af ter they had opened the store,

a t Ft-; Reno he had occasion for a book-keeper and he thought I"

would l ikely want to come there . Of course, going to a new
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country appealed to me and the fact I was to work for an old

friend induced my taTents.to let me. go. . .
*

, Ft. Keno- was established principally as a cavalry post

for the purpose of controlling some 7000 '^heyennes and -»-rapa-

hoes. The cavalry was the cost useful arm of the service on

the plains although eventually we had some.infantry and artill-
v

,ery. Ft* Heno was 165 miles from i'.'ichita, the nearest rail-

road point and was two miles from Darlington where the Indian

Agency was located. The Korth Fork of the Canadian River ran

between Darlington and the . ost which was located on a beauti-

ful site on high level land. ioajor I.lizener was in coiarand at

the Fort and ft'ajor ICil-es was Indian -u.gent. i>.ajor Miles v/as a .

Quaker and at that time the Interior Department,'which had

,charge o£ the Indians, had adopted the policy of giving Quakers

the control of the Indians. Therefore, the title of t&jor was

a courtesy title which, I think, was usually accorded Indian

agents. 7/hen I arrived, there were four troops of the cavalry

• there, and never was there more than six companies of all kinds

while 1 v/as there. Theoretically, accompany consisted of one

hundred men but as the united States had not had anything but

Indian wars since the close of the Civil A'ar", -eleven years •

before, there had been no effort to maintain the numerical'
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strength of the company. Later o.. during the Spanish V/ar,'

thes.e same companies would run well over 100.. i't. Sill was

. a larger post and they-usually had.'a whole regicient'; there.

•At that tinje,-or just .efore, they had a darky regiment loca-

, ' tedf.Kith them - the 10th cavalry I beiieve. The colored

troops were the post traders delight. i"he;,. were great spenders

for the things that they :ourht made the inost money .for the

trader and as they M u white of: icers the social life of the

Post did- not suffer. •
' ' ' • * *

, fcj1. J. S. Evans, 1 celieve, was a Kentu^kian. He was. a

generous, open handed gentlemen, a little gu'stere and' quick,
' : ' : ' ' . ' : ' . " " / * • ' ' • — •

tempered but with a l l a fi..e n̂ an with iniia'tf southern hospi ta l -

i t y . Ze was in the £astwhen I arrived-at tfle-*i'.Qs^ but re turn-
^ - - , ' - - - _ . • - • • ' • " \

ed some t ime l a t e r and s topped a wni le w i t h us:xnx ill's way-fco-,----

He drove out, a beautiful span of grey [horses with
v <

a two-seated l ight carriage and, of more importance, had, a

lovely younr wife with him. Whether he had beeni-iaarried before
4 •

or not} I do not remember, '.e was considerably older .than his

wife. • •

3_oeeiking of horses reminds* me of Charlie Schiffbower wno

shipped a pair of-spatted mules to St. Louis at one time and

sold them for -£1000.00. Some price for #iules» <
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Meal &vans was the younger brother and, i f " J . S.?

• • ' ' * • ' • ' I
open-handed, IJeal had.two open hands and an angel ic d i s p o s i - •

tion^< He needed someone to r e s t r a i n him from giving dway *
- - . • \

everything he had. .His family wa3 in the East aai I never

saw a$y of them. Once in coming to.Ft. '-Henotfrom the north

he was doused ir. the Cl'.arron River in 'crossing^.and everything

soaked including his trunk., 'fhe trunk was a fine leather ohe,
* »

belonging to Charlie Schiffbower, and Charlie was a little >

sore'about it. - , .

These Territory people.bought the best of everything and

we poor clerks were set "a bad exaiirple. I remember I-paid

,v4,00 apiece for shirts and that was before silk shirts with,

extravagant prices. ' • '\.

The United States Cour/t, at- Jt.. SilL.had jurisdiotiol over 1
* • /

the lerritbry and no one cared to be su'e^oenaed as a »?itiless' ',
" . • • ' ' ' ' • ; ' ' / / '

as che expense allowed was wholly inadequate to pay the cost j •
- of the trip and the l.oss of-time. •', . . .

While I was at the Post about -1000 northern Uheyennes were
• ' • " ' . ,

brought back from Ljontana. ihey had broken loose the year be-
* , . v • . - . - .

\' fore, committing terrible depredations* on their way North.
\ , - • .; * , ._

. Arms had bê en ;ive.n them to ;vunt"with«on the way down and whea-

•• they arrived at their destination they were met a,few miles out
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- from the Post by officers and were--asked to surrender their ' ^
. ' * i I - - ' ' -

arms.."Lot a gun wasji. s ight . There were probably less thai

• two hundred -fighting taen in the Post and there were some

" 7000 Indians. V/&L1, 'the Indians kept their arms. I know sane

V f j •
of us a t the.Post feljt a l i t t l e nervous wi.ile the parley was

going on. ' - ; - . - ' _

• . Among the officers a t the ips t and whom I was more famil-

iar With were Captain - i n t , Lieutenant rroodV Lieutenant earring-

ton. Later on Lieutenant Boltou and Lieutenant Febiger arr ived.

Of these two I will sVeak l a t e r . We were visi ted o,uce by

. Lieutenant cjr Captain Lawton. Lawton cecame i.ajor General in

c^csaand of this Vrmy ifi , tM^i | i l i pines and TOSS k i l led in action

during the Spanish-^rierican ..ar. I believe ^Law.ton, Cklahoma,

was named for him., ft 'apparently i s the regular thing to name
•- - - - - - - / - h ' • • - - - , • • - - - •' • -

armjr posts, after ' arm;- officers a^ well as,s.ome c i t i e s . Reno

was named for an aimy officer, the same one I believe, whcfee

?. reputation :was. questioned because of the facli t h s t he was >not

Jn the ba t t l e of the L i t t l e Big Horn where Custer and his band
were killed'. Some of the 4th Cavalry whcTwere kil led with

Custsr had been s ta t ioned 'a t Ft . Beno, a 4^w months before I -

got there and as our people a t the post were well acquainted

•with the officers who were k i l led , the b a t t l e was a fre3h theme

of conversation at the time, the ba t t l e having occurred on June 26,
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z < Captain V/int became General and one time was in command

\; % ' ,10^'fhe Department of the Lississippi with headquarters in

St. Louis. Lieutenant V/ood got the appointment as instruct-

or of-riding at *est I-oint, a position for which, he was fit-

-ted as he was a superb horseman, .lie and'iTii.t were fine offi-

cers and., entitled to high positions. Lieutenant ..arrington,

I never heard of afterwards, uf lesser note acd one who had

performed a ̂ feat service was Jack |&illwell who iwas with'us

a few days. At the battle of the ^-rickaree, or Beecher's

Island (named, after'Lieutenant Beacher, a nephew of aenry

' '.Yard Beechert%who TOS killed in \that action), Forsythe and

•his l i t t l e band were besieged by \a largejMffisibrSf""of Indians

and thevj ie j i - fmighir tnei roff for severa l days . LJany of the_

troops were k i l l e d and ! anj'- wounded. Fors;-the, himself, shot

' in the l eg and unable to nove. Ifceir condi t ion looked hope-
* . ' " * • '

less" and Forsytee called fpr two volunteers to try and make

their way through the Indian(lines to Ft, Hgygrs for help.

Stillwell was one who volunteered, -e was a reckless, dare-

devil sort of a fellow but was. a good scbut and knew where

to use caution if necessary, i-e succeeded in getting to

Ft. Hays".in time to send*reiKforQements to Fbrsytfae. I had

the pleasure of meeting ForsytLe years later when he was in

' command at Ft. Eiley.' 'He said he still .suffered from that lqg".
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There was an Indian interpreter , iien Clark, who lived

•in a l i t t l e cottage at the—Fort. He had an Indian wife but

he was a f ine^an and had the confidence of a l l the officers ,

in. an. unusual degree...'He took a l iking to me and I to him .

and he told me a 'great deal about Indian l i f e . I met him
• i,

once l a t e r . •.

During the winter Charlie Schiffbower's father came out

JJQ v i s i t him and his other, son, Frank, who was itSfeager of. the

store a t -rj-nadarko.- ihis s tore, 1 be l ieve^ belonged to J . '. .

•Strunge/^. Qo.v J- gufss "irank was the Company. Schiff bower

wafeted his father to see Ft. S i l l as well as ^nadarko, so he

•took his father and myself d,owk to"f t . .d i l l about 75 niiles

from the - :ost. -ioiadajiko was about half way and we stayed

there over night . 1 presume the old gentlemen had a bed but

I 'Slept on a counter which was my accustomed bedstead as I

had been doing that for some months. Tne next day we went on

to Ft . S i l l where I met Charlie Cleveland for the f i r s t and

las t "time. Ke impressed me most favorably. I do not remem-

ber anything about the Luildin;s a t e i ther Ft . S i l l or Anadar-

ko. Some two or three years ago, some one, I do not know wlio,

sent me a copy of the Daily Cklahoman which had quite a w r i t e '

up'of the old "Red Front Store" of F t . Sill-.. .This was a very
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interesting write-up and among other things told of^JTack

Evans' trouble with the »ar Department. After get.ting^^ur_

letter*! hunted for this paper but could not find it..*..e

• spent a day at ^nadarko on our return and Frank Schiffbower

told us of the time thej Indians attacked the Agency and of $.

the fight they had. :.<hile there I witnessed the Government

• deliver;y""cf^beef ration to tije India-.s. They drove' into a

large corral thirty orJTorty heed of cattle and-the Indians

& took after them o. their î n-ies .uttering terrible shouts and

shooting arrows and guns into them. It Y/as not-a plea'sant

sight to see. che poor animals runnings back and forth road with

pai'n and i"ear and many arrows sticking ir. them. I thought

it -was a poor way to civilize the Indians and that the Govern-

ment should 'adopt some other "nethocL with their supplies. •

..e" stoj>ped- to speak to George /Veshington, a Caddo'Indian,

who. lived on the Canadian some twelve files' south of Ft. neno.

. ' i'e had raised some com,but had refused to sell for he said,

"There is war in Europe apd. i\ vnll bring a higher price.." "It

was at the time of'the Russian-rurkish .«ar. ,Hs apparently had

imbibed some of the business sagacity.of the- "Father of our

C o u n t r y . " • ' . • - • • ' * '
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I t - i s queer, but I do not xemsmber "the names of the
*

other clerks in our .store, .except'Will Cleveland. He was

• a relative to Jack ISvans, I think. Later on a young man

named ICimball came up from the Ft. Sill store ,to clerk.

I-ie was quite a polished gentleman who was very well versed

in the history of many Indian tribes. Later on there was

<x young fellow named Jack V.. Juvenal came out to join us.

lie was a relative of £vans. About the same time or a

little earlier a bright young fellow .named Doty came from

Iowa to work for liub.bell, one of the-traders at Darlington,

but I have not heard of him sinxie he left.

"here-were two stores,at the agency, Lee k Reynolds,

and Hubbels. Î ajor Iv.isener had started a building program

• at the Fost, A few cottages had been erected for the use

• of the officers" who had their wives with them but the young

• er officers lived in tents. Spma,barracks and warehouses-

• had been built. Our store was built of logs i^x the most

part. The cost of hauling good lumber, was too much. Part

of our building was two stories. Vve had a two-story mess

house and 1 think that, was built of logs as well as our

• stockade.
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'' " iunusements were' r a r e . There was. a saloon in an "L"

of the building and in the 's tory above that- there was a

b i l l i a rd room for the officers-and c le rks . Officers came

over in the evening and played whist or b i l l i a rds and

drank more or l e s s , .'men J . 3 . Evans was-there, hospi ta l -

i ty was dispensed" withoiit ehar.;e. ..ov/ever, I. never knew

• butVoii§ officer who dr%a.nk to excess. }le ¥̂ as a Virginian

and had been noted-for bravery in some Indian fight and

while the other officers deplored his drinking they s t i l l

had a u&asure of respect ' for him.

•* , V/e had a c ivi l ian doctor for a while who was employed
f

mm** ** , "

by the .Government. . Ue had a Kiarvelous capacity fox free

l iquor. I omit his narae as there may be some descendants.

- - ' - . - - . - Captain !»i2t^g2£B=§-^c^-o^^otEa^ancThunted coons,

jack rabbi ts aid coyotes. Jack rabbits were not so numerous

as we ha'fS^the^' in th i s part of" the country - too far from

growing feed, crops, I suppose. . . .

. .Ihe store aiaimtained the :aess for the proprietor and

clerics and znodt of the officers ate with us . Some of them
were bachelors ariS others had le : t . theTr~"wi^as behind them.

I think we charged then. $30.00 per'month-. Any t ravelers



- - • . , . 14
N, F. CHEXEKNE'- ARAPiHD EXPERIEICCES.- 4332 ' •

-12-
\

doming through, were fed without charge. »7e had two meals

a day, breakfast at 9:00 and dinner sometime in the after-

noon. I had a boy's appetite and I used to wonder "Do we

never eat." I developed a fondness a t that time for "cove-

oysters anl crackers,which I have never outgrown.

The post trader's business came from the officers,

•soldiers, teamsters and civilians employed by the Govern-

ment. <7e could not sel l to Indians. There was a quarter-

master's department where officers ani soldiers could buy

cheaper than from us but the selection was limited. Some-

times the soldiers would draw their allowances for toiacco

which was charged to them and trade it to us for something

else that they wanted mare, around pay day which occurred

every two months, drinking was pretty extensive among the

soldiers anl on the first two or three days, numerous fights

v?ould occur. Then 1|he ^uard would be called out ancPthe

saloon "closed until ord^r was restored. ost of the money

being spent, peace would reign until the next pay 'day.

Our Company handled a pretty poor grade o,f whiskey, ,

usually cost about' v̂ .OO per gallon. I t was surely rot gut^

.and. so fiery that i t had to.be diluted with water to keep"

i t from killing a man. Thet was a humane proceeding,also



H6.GE&M, F. -CHEMJNE -r .ABAFAHO EXPERIENCES. ' 4332

-13-

1
profi table, as -it aade more" gallons. For the off icers ,

hoy/ever, we handled .the finest liquors as well as cigars

that we could buy. Cur main se l l e r s in cigars w^pe the

Sultanas which we bought of SiEcons-Stai^er of Leaven- •

worth. ..e paid ^70.00 per thousand and sold them three

for 50</. I t was not as exoreitont a profit as i t might

lool: for the freight from .Uchite alone was 7.00 per .

hundred pounds, besides the usual r isks in transportation

of^merchandise. -<e paid as high as ,,-200.00 per thousand

in Lew York City for some imported cigars .

Captain L i l l e t t came through o-ce with L- :.ei»d of

•5000 cat t le and camped a few 'miles from -.he r o s t . '^hat was

such a stupendous figure to me that I went out to 'see them,

or rather I accompanied a cattle-man named, Chastain. I t was

ray f i r s t experience i.. sleeping out o.: the plains wi.th a

saddle for a pillow, then up at,daybreak watchin - them cut
*

out a lot of ca t t l e for d is t r ibut ion , I ^resume, at the

agency, l a t e r on, 'Captain L i l l e t t bought a la r^e ranch

35 or 4C miles west of Jalina tu t i t w&s ;,roken up into

^mall farms years ago and there are no more large ranches

.in-this part of-the country. ' ' ' • • •
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Charles Schiffbower sold ouc while I v/as there and

engaged in business in some agency south of /-rkansas City,

• later on going into business in Arkansas City. Then he

moved t. kripple Creek where he died. Lyself and family

met him there and at Colorn&u Springs several times and

• he frequently sent us fruit, tie always wanted, to be in

a new country, ..e had been accidentally shot- in th'e leg

while at Ft. Sill. -Some years later he had to- have some

of the hones cut out. The wound healed up but it gave him

raore or less pain as lor.g as he lived.

. frank Schiffbower moved to Î ansas City, Kansas, and

he m&y ce living there yet - I do not know. Some years

' • ' * J • '

ago, I think during cf of radeafewski's tours, a daughter

of his (played a theme for laderewski end he gave her fine

praise, so I ^resume she had unusual musical t a l en t .

I' ;set '.v i l l - Cleveland and. his 1; r ide , ivtta Hutch i n s , ' in

Kansas City on their wedding t r ip and some twenty years or

•s "more â cr̂  <>ill called on me here, lie had l es t h is wife

afid was l iving with^a daughter, in .Russell, as'11 remember

i t . I have not neard of hir»: .since and while I have passed

through Hussell man;? times i t did not occur to me to inquire

as i t was so long afterv/ards. . ,.
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I do not know whether any part of the' above v/ill be
* » • - .

of any general interest but.while struggling with this
> » »

letter- I am not a historian- one of ray daughters came

in- I have two daughters and four grand-children- and she-

wanted me 'to keep a copy and to please her as well as some

of, the young women i:: the bank, who expressed an interest,

in what grand-, a was doing, I am going to extend it some-

what and relate s^me' little personal experiences which will

probably not interest anyone out them, and possibly Mrs. ',

Cleveland, who may remember of hearing of one of these ex- ' \

periences unless she v/as too young at the time. ,

Cn my way to the territory, I stayed over-night at

..ichitis. T'iis was the end cf the railroad, nichita was

not much to loolc at as th.ere was not ^.uch^Jthere. 6ome years

later when it had prospered greatly on uklahoira trade and

they were coondng it, the .'.i'chita £a.;le. designated it as

"The xeerless rrincess of the i-lains-.M IF. 1876 it night ^ -

have been "called, the "..ind^Village of the Plains."

Th.e next* morning several other passengers'and myself

boarded a Concord Stage pulled by four horses - I for .»

Ft. Keno and the others for places between." Ihe first day's"
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•. run1 brought us to Caldwell.for the, night. Xaldwell was

the little end of nowhere/Aand if you did not see-it until

1890 it would be hard to picture that prosperous town then

as it was in '76. The hotel had not been built,'it had

just been thrown, together in a hurry but it was as good __ •

as the balance of the town. vThey were all 'shacks. 4 travel- .

ed all the next day and the. ..ext night and arrived at Ft.Reno

about 2:30 o'clock i~ the afternoon* older people as a rule
•y

cannot sleep in a moving stage but ;,ou cannot keep a boy from

sleeping anywhere. I had not been1 there an hour when a fight '

took place ir:'the store between two te^r.sters -^rickett and

Sherman. I thought if it was adventure 1 was after, 1 was

^likely to see plenty but It was a false promise they were •

quickly, separated, ir'ickett was a iiap̂ y— go-lu'cky sort, of fel-

low and later 1 heard he wat, drown9d in the Missouri Hiver. *

Sheraan always-seemed spoiling for a' fight.

life at.the Fort was ver.y orderly and peaceful. Fights

occurrin-g among the soldiers, but they were usually on pay day.

I do.̂ -ot, repall a shooting scrape while I was there. 'Iho.se

occurrences were reserved for the .'.ild Aest towns, and the

well policed cities*. ' %
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I soon met some of the Agency people, tojor Miles

and wife who was affectionately known as Aunt Lucy.- 'They

had two daughters, Jo-and Lena i l i les , and I think oijher

~enTMren but I did not know -them. " Etta Hutchins and her
"I

parents were 'there and a I.iss Williams - I should remeiriber

her f i r s t name for I took her horsecack riding once. This

was more' than sixty years ago and I am pret ty shaky on some

of the names, I remember the events be t ter . I had known

I-ajor I ' iles and wife s l ight ly before I came to the. Territory.

,1-le had been ^.gent for the i.ickapoos whose reservation was

in the vicini ty of Luscotah, hansas! ,.y father owned some...

land -there and af ter Leavenwcrth I'.ad been put to-sleep by

Kansas City, having lost ^heavily he was induced to -go j into.busiSffs at i:uskotah. Ivie bought a s tore and bu i l t a big

^tone warehouse intending .to i n s t a l l elevator rr.ac,hiner^r*

l a t e r , . I know, there was no elevator in i t from personal ex- .

perience as I spent part of a vacation up there and during

that time I carried lcC.pounds of flax seed at a time\up a

long flight o f . s teps . ' v/hile the family s t i l l lived ai

Leavenworth, we were up at Luscotah a gcod deal . I believe *

the Hutchins went from kuscptah to the Territory- with. Kajpr
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iv.i'les. Jo Miles married a man nar.ied woodward. 1 never •' •

knew him."' I los t sight of her completely un t i l I.'saw her

picture i i .one of the papers* She had gone to Cuba for

the Cincinnati Es,qui«rer to interview Batcher v/eyler. Some

years l a t J r I .uet her and Lena at a cankers' convention a t
t ** * © * '

Lawrence, lena married a banker friend of mine, Frank lv"arch.

She liad a daughter Lucy, who taught nere for a while. She

, was a lovely g i r l but died very young.
* ' -I

SOEB years l a t e r while v i s i t ing friends a t Hutchison,

Kansas, they told rae they'had a neighbor "who would l ike to -

•• see i^e. I t proved to be Charles Campbell who was.connected

with the --.gency a t .ojiadarko. I met him oi.ce. He i s gone

.now-^^JIUgee^STcolm Cainpbell gust died in Los ^.ngeles, whose
» . . t . • . » .

f • \ «

father-was an early -agent for ithe Pawnees at Pawnee, ilansas- .,

probably vnot the same family. \ \ • . ' ,~ • '. •

"~ ~l~i?aanaiway-s'—f-0Bd—of_JiDr_^e>ack_tiding. \ 1 had always

** lia<I a ion;, as a..boy-, ^t Ft. r.eno t..e're was a little in the

- * way of amusement .so r;.rode quite "a little. T did-not ..own

a horse. There was no need t6. Inere were always unattacit-

ed horses ir. the • cavalry troops "and the officers were very» * •

., always in giving-me an order for one. *The' soldiers
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picked t h e o e s t for the^ae^ves and were perfectly wil l ing

to see someone ride the mean ones and I certainly had some

mean ones. Twice a horse ran away with me. • One 1 stop-

ped by steering ,hj,m into a cannon'whiler the soldiers werei-

on parade. IV. e other or.e ran un t i l he ..was wbrn'ou.t.
9

Frank Schiffoower rode up from ̂ nadarko' one, day and

his horse'developed olind staggers, running away- with him ;

and into our stockade,where he* fell dead.

lieutenant ^olton and I became intimate friends. Once

in the early evening we.rode' to .the. agency to call on the

girls - Jo and Lena -.lies/ -&tta .-utchins','1 iss ..illiams

and another whose name I can't quite remember.' The river

was high out fordable if you knew how. ^here were men'at '•

the iort who directed us across \n a zigzag course and we

spent the evening visiting the girls-; I remember I was

addressed as '"Ir," for the first time in my life and what

a.queer feeling it gave.me. Coming home about 10:00 6'<

there was no one to direct us and it was.quite dark. I'.y

horse went into a hole and I went over his head. Fortuhate-

ly when this happened I was near the other shore and thore

happened to, be soms willows which I was able to grasp and* •
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pull myself out. -olton.was more fojriunate. . -"e escaped

the hole but got.completely soaked.' ..e caught my horse

and w e "endeavored to sneak irfto' the *. ost without being

•seen but we were caught and unir-ereifully "guyed," mother'
• • • i

~ time ~oltor. and 1 had a boat b u i l t ' - just a plain fool'

taing. to do. -e ':kt i t hauled -to a' ;ond a few ir.iles fyoin'

the los t but found we were, unable to row i t agairrst the

. windj so we tock o'fr everything but our s h i r t s and pulled

i t to" the other end so y/e could ride back. One ""of the' off i -

cers, Col. lo^ping'er, who aiterwards'married Jaires G, Blain's

" daughter, nade an iraginery sketch of .us which 1 s t i l l have •

probably but was unable to find. I had s t i l l -another- ex/ ' .
* . . . . . ' . /

perience with the r ive r . Besides being bookkeeper,- 3Lwas
Postmaster. Owing to--the"high water we had'had^

no'mail for .two weeks. .There was not a bridge! between W

ard. Ft. Reno. «e learned the nail had arrived aft Darlington,'

.and thinkingvthere nii'ghtv.be*some delay in trigging it over*, - "

I?went after it.-v The'riyer was out of i;ts/banks but some •

• ' /
oile there had rigged up a f la t boat with one end attached

* " . • - . - „ • • / .

t© a rope to keep i t s.trai^fct.. ilie rope 'was'anchorad in
I • - /

shallow water on the soutH side.̂  and/the shore on the other

•1
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side. I took'% .skiff out to the .flat boat. There was . '

no one there to work j,t but sane l i t t l e Indian boys who

were in'swinging.' £hey undertook .to ferry me across.

I was as green as they yiere Tor they started the boat

?/rong end f i r s t and when the j.jain current hi t the boat

i t swun£ around. ±o escape the rope h i t t ing them, the .

boys juiced out upsetting the boat and throwing ne out .

I t was early spring and I had or winter clothes and

boots. I t r ied to follow the boys but I was going down

stream a good d,eal faster than 1 .-.as getting across r The

boys reached the shore and realizing my predicament, they

out to ne. Evidently they bad received some advice

in safety f i r s t , for only one came close tojm. ^f ter the

1 / f irst plunge"! Lad ke.^t r-y head out of the water"land a l - -

ough I was firightened-,. I was sensible, and did1 not rush

him. . -"-hey sav? I was not c°in6 to ^;rbb hin: so came clqse

and I put my hand on his shoulder tH&% the three helped

me swim in . . I was a l l in and lay on the bank quite a

while ^efore I could walk. Coning back there were men there

to r^anage the boat.and I '?ot" through with the mail without

further- mishap. • , ^ ' . •• • ' •
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•• *• 'The--floods in the Cimarron and the 'two Canadians '

^frequently held up travelers for days. They were full

of quicksand.. Stock would npt be permitted .to stop to

drinkvwhile fording. They had tc be kept moving. .."nether «.

true or npt, it was told'to me as a fact t:.at a Government*

schooner and six mules west down in the quicksand of the

Oanadia.. .south of'it. Rene and there'was never a trace of
* ' *

them found.
i ' i

. JFioneers in a new country endure hardships and dangers

and take i t a i l as a matter of course.

*. year .ago l as t f a l l 1 ..ad the very 'great pleasure of

entertaining Colonel i3olton in rriy :orne. I had a Captain

• -Febiger' and his.wife come up from Ft . Riley to meet him.

ilie CVptain's fatr.er was the Lieutenant Febiger that I had »

known at Ft* Reno. lie had been'dead soir.e years but he and
t

Colonel ^olton lad been i*arm friends and -• clton was intimate-

ly acquainted v/ith his. family. ' <iolone." Bolton lived in

Berkeley, California, and a few weeks ago 1 was advised by

a mutual friend, .Colonel Lark wheeler, who also-lived in

Berkeley,, tha-t ~olonel Irolton had died during the winter .

-At .the time of Lis death he' was the oldest l iving graduate
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>of iVest Point and it was on his way home from a -;rad\iation

anniversary that he stopped to visit me. He was a fine

•man and I am thankful I met him^ain after nearly sixty

years and "before it was too late. v '

Just a few nonths" before I arrived at the Fort there

had.been a good ceal of gambling, ^ome intimation of this

•had reached the-Department at Y\. Leavenworth and a stop

was put to it. vne of the officers who was killed at .the

Ouster fight had cashed his ray voucher in advance with

the x-ost Trader-to the extent of'something like T1400.00

which proved to be a total loss to the- trader and •!. S.

E 7ans was much ,,ut out about it. l.o one. seemingly profits

' b:r the experience cf- others and I had to have a little les-

son which I am glad of for what it taught me."

r Some Mexicans came ii. and ran a IConte game,

the hangers on around the store induced me to back him •
i

for a few dollars and I went once to see the game out of

curiosity. , -e wqn a few dollars but I believe" i t was
* -

Kimball who ̂ old me if Jack iivens knew o-f it I would lose

my' job. The disgrace of such a thing frightened me and

the cme was'lasting. I have had an abhorrence of gambling

t
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ever since. 7 play golf frequently but 1 will not play

for as much as a golf ball. Preachers and bankers are f

the ones above"a£L.others who^should not gamble. They

represent the spiritual and* the 'business id'eals,'both of

'which principles condemn it. t

•another lesson I ..ad. -s. cattle r.jan visited the lort •

for a few days,, coding he said to cure a cold. .ve-had about

v 100 in currency wLich he had xser keep., getting about ylO at

a time from me. After doctoring ni's coM^about three days,

he was ready to leave. The last time -he came fof the money"

,he claimed 1 had held out ^IQ. Ti:ere was no way of proving

anything. Since'then 1 have ̂ refused to do business v/ith any

man ?;ho v/as not sober. ;.e was a pretty good fellow too, but

the best of them are irresponsible ,when' they are under the

influence, of liqruor. r.e was" very nioe to me afterv/ards, so

I did net know whether he. remembered his complaint or not.

'ionie people are so unduly sensitive that ir. the face of an

accusation they, ore sc shocked and hurt they are incapable •

of defending, themselves by -a reply. I have known some of

these kind of people and unfortunately I oelonc to•that

classy Fortunately these occurrences have been "rare for me
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. and I have not encountered any of them for many years.

This* condition j.s .usually a t t r ibuted to sullenness but

' I can test i fy that in souse cases, at l e u s t / i t is not.

• I am afraid'many parents' misjudge the^r-children because

of a"lack of understanding the child,

.there was a . . i l l VLsupson hauling freight at th is time

frora Cadd'o to I t . o i l l for the jivans s tore, ne was unknown

to t,e "at that tirde tu t ' ' la ter he became a farcer in t h i s
i

county and we found we had some nutual acquaintances of that

period. ' v

1 had beei* away rrom hcoe for a year.' 1 •rtas"ho.:.esick

and n^'.folks wanted ne to return. I came out here in- f79

at the request oi' a cousin who was. in business here. I

have been in this bank forty-nine .years, I did not visit

the Territory again until 1S00. t>ome* man here had-a dream

of building a railroad from Salina south. -Ve drove; as-far

as .t'atonga; j-he Territory had become a great stute.' .v'here

oefore was a vast uninhabited prairie s.tretching for hundreds .

f
of milea with no roads and out few trails, now the land was

' ' - *
t ^

laid out-Tn sections, roads were everywhere and every quarter '

sectionc^cjiupied by a family with a house and farm buildings.
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Surely it must have "been more astonishing to me than to

• most anyone else, .again in 1909 w wife and I made an

fi auto trip to Oklahoma vity to visit friends. ..e were accom-

panied by ij, and .xs. Fred .ulkley. :r. sulkley was a

partner in the -err Jry Goods Store at .klahorra City.* Okla-

homa Oity olaini&d at that time around lCO,pOO or over. This

was anctuer jolt to me, *«e went over t& i't. r.enc &nd on

the Way i stopped at £t Keno. £ hunted up '.eal j^vans. He

r.\as lookinr hale and hearty and I enjoyed ..eetin£ him again.

It 'had been'32 years between tii.4es. *t the i'ort everything

,vas changed. ^ railroad had come through, .the old store was'

one, everything different. 1 found .en Clarl:, the only one

left aiad was much plea.sed to have him remember me, we did

not1 go over to Darlington at thtt time,, but a year ago return-

ing from an auto trip to Texas, 1 came by the Fort again. I

sav? two or three cot tares which loolced like they might have

been there in '76. I asked a young :san-at the ^ost Exchange

if othere were any old buildings left there, "'Oh yes"- he said,

am pointed »to .a building which had a sign, "Srected" in 1912."

As that was before* he was -̂orn, that spelled antiquity to him.
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•We went to Darlington.' This, time I crossed'*the

river'on a .bridges and thought man^'times I had forded

it and of my experience's in it. / There was nothing

familiar there. £>ven the name was changedi (The state

' ' ', , \

had a game hatchery to ra ise quai ls . The yo'unj? manager

said he had an .uncle l iving in Salina v/yich eased *sone

of the lonesorr.eness* ^ajor *, i l e s end iiis v/ife were

gone, and that bevy of. fij.e. young r l r l s were gone,

thing ;,one that 1 cad ever* knovm.of and what had been a

thriving l i t t l e vil lage*sixty years ago, nothing vut a

orooder Louse was" l e f t and that rwas just oeing-ouilt . I

fe l t souewhat l ike the fairy princess xnust have fel.t ^h'en

she awakened from a hundred years sleep and sav£ «a pwi
ness around he r . ^ e r sadness was l ightened," however, by * " % ?#

' - - - - » - - — - - - - - . _ - . • . - * - " ' • ' •> ' ' "

the presence of the handsome prince. *~ besides she was

young and life .was opening up/tefo^e aer and I was an old

man experiencing again the sadness which i s the i r lo t whoa
. ' y -

once familiar scenes are desolated. Rip Tan'.'inkle rasa

piker: -ie had only baen gone gC years ani I had been gone

nearly 60. 1'x, Irving should have given him a longer sleep,.
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Since starting this letter on which 1 have made

several attempts, I found, the article in the Daily Okla--

honian about the Keti 3tore and :.eve re-read it. It was

*-in. the, issue of depteraber'20, 1931 - lqnger ago than 1

supposed. Secretary i-ellcaap was seemingly the indirect

cause of the death of Ouster and his :;and for it is sstid

that Gust'.r was'-so humiliated by the diorraee v/hich had

so unjustly been put upon hin that he wished'to regain his

prestige by some outstanding act of gallentry or die.
~~ • t

* I had a copy of John Seegers "Amon^: the Cheyennes

and .iTapahoes" but 1 am urable to find it. iresume it was

. loaned and.now 1 nave it not. undoubtedly, you have a copy

for if I remember rightly, it was gotten out by an Anadarko

Press. It_ is prouatl;, the most intimate description of life

auione; aay of the ,Jouthem Indians that has 'been published.

1 remember seeing him a few tirr.es tut had no acquaintance.

".j- folks have wanted me to write soire thing of my life

at Ft. rfeno but 1 did not feel- sufficient urge as it seemed

so unimportant. Therefore, 1 thank you for giving me the
»•

excuse and I have really enjoyed reminiscing of those early
*.

days'. • * • • • « ,
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If it should be mj good fortune to visit ^nadarko

in the future,"I will certainly look you and i^xs. Cleve-

land' up. £ lease give her ny r e g a r d s . . .

' Sincerely,.

. 2. "egeman

\


