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I have your letter of the 6th in which you state among

‘o'ther things. thgt.you would like; 10 have me write you a long

letter régarding’scme of my reﬁiniscenqé§§§gringvthe time I
vas at Ft. Reno and sugcesting that possi%l& I knew George
Bent and Jesse Chistolm and pefhéps Inéiaﬁs of tufh reservg-
tion.

Unfortunately for your purpose I cannot cualify in

answering either of these latter questions. I never met either

k4

of the BDents or Chisholm and had no acquaintance with the In- .-’

7&55&3 at anadarko and scarcely any of the Indians at Darling- -

ton. ‘I did meet a few of them. st one time we rad whirlwind,
who I believe was\ the main Chief of the {heyennes and Little

Rayen of the nrapahoes, over to dinner. I env1ed them their
t"' -e» -
§ <

capacity for food. l am of the opinion thut the human race

would be better off if they only ate orce in three days. 1

_am not intimating that that was the only cesl they'h&d‘gié in
‘three days but it seemed to me at the'time as ﬁhough they ate

" enough to last'three‘days{

.
3

'l
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7vu31ness which at thet time con31sted largely of the out—fittingﬁ S
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-1 arrived at Ft. ﬁeno in Au.ust, ’1876;’ Ly job.was tQ
keep the books for A« &, Evans & Co, This flrn vras coaprised
of J.'S.'Evans.anq'Chaflie Schifrbower.i J. S. Eyans.& Co. had
the Agency Store at(ft. Sill at that time énd kad had it for

several years previously. «hen the new post at It, keno was

. opened, II. W, Evens secured the license as Iilitary Treder.

Charlie Schiffbower had Deen with the Evans at Ft. Sill for

!

some years and he becare a partner at ¥4, neno.
1+ seemed somewhat Strenge for a young fellow of less than

eighteen to go so far from home to gzet a jol., or to he offered

v

one, vut it came about naturally enough. :
g ’ J
My father brought itis family to,leavenworth from Zeards-,

town, Illinois in 135¢ and enaaged in the wholesale grocery

of wagon~trains to the west. Schiffiuower had worked for him
in the late Sixties and was very fond of us children amd we of
him. After he left Leavenworth hé wrote us occasionally - some-

times sending us litile presents.. I remember he sent me a bow
. ;

and set of arrows. The DOW Was a real bow ‘and I vas not strong

[

enough to string it. Sonetime after they had opened the store

at Ftz Reno he hLad occasion for a book-keeper and he thought I

would likely want to comse there. OF course,'géing to a new

e
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ncéuntry appealed to me and the fact I was to work for an old

T
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friend induced my pareﬂts_to letfme‘go.
. Ft, Heno was established principally as a cavalry post .

for the purpose of controllirg some 7000 Lheyennes and srapa-

I
w

hoes. The cavalry was the most useful arr: of the service on

the plains although eventuaily we nad some.infuntry and artill-

ery. Et, Reno was 165 miles from wichita, the nearest rail-

road point and Wés two miles irom Darlln ton where the Indian
Agenéy was located., The Eorth‘Fork of the- Canadian River ran
between Darlington ana the .ost which was locét;d on a beauti—
ful site on high level land. hajor lizener was in comrand at
the Fort and lMajor liles was Indian usgent. .Lajor.Miles was a .
<uaker and at that time the Interior Department,- which had
charge of the Indians, had adopted the policy of giving Quakers
the contro. of the Indians. Therefore, the title of Iajor was
a courtesy tltle which, I thlnA, was usuélly accorded Indian

hgents., dhgn I arrived, there were four troops of the caéalry

. there, and never was there more than six companies of all kinds

N

while I was there. Theoretically, aycompany consisted of one
. I ) *

-

hundred men but as the United States had not had enything but

Indian wars since the close of the Civil wVar,-eleven years
before, there had been no effort to maintain. the numerical

~
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strength of the company. Later o:.. during .the Spanish War,-

'these same cdmpanies would run well over 100, . ¥t. Sill was’

W4

. a larger post and they usually had' a whole res lment there. :v'

-4t that time,.or just .efore, they had q_darky regiment loca-
ted; with them - the 10th cavalry I believe. The colored
troops were the post traders deli ht. {he;,ﬁure great spenders

for the things that they :outht made the nost money for the

trader and as they hdd white of:icers the sccial life of the
. . » ' ¢

Yost did not suffer. -
bx. J. S, Bvens, 1 celieve was a Kentuekian.. ne was a

generous, open handed *entle“en a llttle austere and qulck

§° i

tempered ?ut with all a fi.e rzan with innaté southern.hgspltal—

5

ity. e was in the rzast-when I srrived-at the?iost out return-

Ced some tlme later and stoPPed a wnlle W1th us‘Uﬁ niS’vay*t% ***** .

Ft..8ill. He drove out a beautiful span of gxeyvuorses with
8 two-seated light carriage ami, of more importence, had,a )

‘ o N - B
lovely youn: wife with him. +hether he had been,married vefcre

or ndt; I do not remember. '.e was considerably older than his
// '
wife.’

“ S eaking of norqes reminds ne of Cnarlie Schiffbower who

—_

f - -

_ shlpped a pair of—3potted mules to ot Louls at one time and

sold them\for ¢lOO0.00. Some price for mules. j
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Neal Lvans was the younger brothcr end,
"‘open-handed, leal had‘tyb open hands and Ep'angelic‘disp si- ’
. . . ) ) ’ .
tionlt He needed someone to restrain him.from giving dway \
: : 1
v
everythlng he had Lids famlly wag in the East and I never |
A3 T
SuW aﬁy of them. Once in coming to. Ft, ouenderom the north !

he was dousea ir the Cl arron River in cr0551n& dand ever%thlng
soaked includ1n~ his trunk.. The trunk was a fine leathe one,

'

belonging to Charlle bchlffbower and Charlle was a litt ei

sore ‘about it.’ -

These ierritory people.bought the best d; everything and
e L . - ¢ ‘ '

we poor clerks were set’a bad example. I remember I-paid . g

,4.,00 apiece for shirts =nd thet was vefore silk shirts with, |

extravagan} prices. L L . [

b
|

_The EniteﬁStataSVCougt;atﬁEt.SillAhédjurisdidtio‘dyar), N
< . ' /

3 _ . . . i ~ . . . ;

the Territory and no one cared to ve su.poenaed as a witness' R
) R /:' /

as the expense allowed was wholly 1nadequate to pay the cost //3 /

\ . 3 ,

of the trip and the loss of time. ﬂ‘ '

!
'
0 4 ‘

Ahile 1 was at the Ppst about-lOOO uorthern‘UhEYennes were

L s ;
/

brought back from iontana. Ihey had brcken loose the year be-
A ) 2
fore, co;mlttlng terrlble dere&htlons on thelr Way Jorth.

’ .

Arﬁs'had been -iven them to Lunt‘wjth\on the way @own and when-

» théy arrived at their destination they were met axfew<miles out

*
AY
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’ from the Post by off*cers and were -asked to surrander their

'\

arms.. Lot & gun was\i sicht. There were provaoly less then
'two hundred flvhting men 1P the rost and tnere were some

. l )
7000 Indians. Well, lthe Indians kept their arms I know sane
F

) of us at the. Post felt a little nervous w.ile the uarley was

‘ - [ [

going on. Q e

Axong the offlce s at the xost and whon‘I was more famil-
. .

iar W1th were bantaln aint, Lleutenant 4000y Lleutenant 4arring- :
ton., Later on Lleutenant roltow and Lieutenant Febiger arrived.
Of these two I will speak later. lie were visized o.ce by

yieutenant qr uantalﬁ Lavton. lawton tecame Lajor General in
! : -
cénmand of thefafmy iK ﬁhg@%alli pines eand was kflled in aetlon

1=

during the Spanish-american wer. I belleve\ Luwton, Cklanhoma,

- f /
_was namsd for him.. it aprérently is the regular thing to neame

- A o

armg posts aiter arm;. officers agkwell as.sone 01t19o. Reno
was named/for an armonfflcer, the same ope I believe whose - °
reputatiOx was questioned because of the Lacﬁ thet he was not
;n the battle of the Little Eig Horn Where Custer and his band
were'kxtled:‘ Some of the 4th Cavalry Who W vere iziigavwith
Custer had been stationed ‘at Ft. Reno, a dew wonths before I .
got tgiye and as ounr people at the post were well acqualnted

-w1th the offlcers who were kllled the oattle was a fresn theme

of convegsation at he tlme the baxtle havmng occurred on June 26.
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'.,, Captain Wint becane General and one time was in command

. ; ”oﬁzﬁhe Department of the ‘1381881091 with headquarters in :
L b 14 . -
"ﬁl St. Louis. Lleutenant aood got tie appointment as 1nstruct-

k2

or of-riding at west r01nt? a position for which he was fit-

ted as he was & superb LorsemAn.  .e and:ii.t weré fine offi-

cers and entitled to nhigh positions.” Lieutcnant varrington,
. I nevér nesrd of afterwards. of lesser note énd one who had

erformed a»gféat service was Jack Siillwell who was with‘us
v 4 s 5 o

a few deys. at tre battle of the ~rickaree, or teecher's
X .e
Islend (named\after %ibytenant qeacher a nephew of lienry
b4 [ = : R ¥, !

© Ward Beecher¥%Who was killed in fthat actlon,, Forsythe ‘and

‘his litt19 band were b651eged by \a large of Iniians

k)

and the 6w off for several days. lany of the

7 troops were killed end : any wounde . Fors"the himself shdt

'in the leg and unable to move, -Qgg;r condition 1eomed hope~ -

less and Forsytbe called for two volunteers to try and make

- their way through the Indian lines to Ft. hgys for lLelp.
Stillwell was oné who volun£eereq. A;ﬁ;;:;jvreckless, dare- -

. d§vil sort of:a féllow but was a good scout and knew where

to use caution if necessary. :.e succeeded in getting to

Ft. Hayg.in time to sénd#reiﬁfSiﬁéﬁents to Forsythe. T had

the pleasure of mseting Forsyt.e years later when he was in

-\

‘ command at Ft. Riley. Ee said he still suffered from that lez.

v < y 2 : "
. o . . - »w

‘o
N
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There was an Indian interpreter, :en Clark, who lived

in a 1little cottége at the—Fort, e had an Ind!%n wife but

r

he was a flnquan and had the confidence of all the officers,
in.an.unusual degzee., e took a llklng to me and I to nim .

and he told me a' great deal about Indian life. I met him

&

once later. -
During the winter Charlie Schiffbower's father came out

Jo visit him and his other son, Fmnk, who was rfaager of the

store at anadarko., lhis store, I béiieve uelonged to 3. .

Strungex& 90.. 1 guess “#rank was the uompans. Schiffoower

‘u,..os ~
/

wahted his father to see I%. olll as well as’ nnadgfxo sO he

L
T

- took his futher and myself qgwg to I't. <ill ebout 75 miles

fromﬂthq -ost. -ﬁnadaiko was about half way and we stayed
. : N @ .

. ﬁhefe'ovér nights I presume the old gentlemen had a bed but

- I.slept on a counter which was my accustomed bedstead as I -

had been doing that fcr some months. ihe ﬁbxt day we went on

to ¥t. 5ill where I met AarWle Cleveland for the first and

o
.

last'time. He 1mpreseed me most favorably. I do not remem-
¢ o .

ber anytnlng about the LUIldln“S at eitrer It. blll or snadar-

" ko. Some two or u}ree years ago some one I do not know who,

sent me a copy of the Dally Cklahoman which had quite a write’

up of tne old "Red Front bbore of Ft. Sill.. Tris was a very

-
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1nterest1ng write—up and among other things told eﬂ&;ack

Evans' t;guble with the .dr Department. after getting,Xeg;

-
s

lettersl hunted for this raper but could mot find it.. we
- spent a day a%tnnadarko on oﬁr return apd Frank Schiffbower

tcld us of the time thellndians attacked the Agency and of !’

v
the Tigkt they had. ‘ihile there I witnessed thé Government
aéllvery‘ﬁf‘beef ratlor to tqe India-s. 'hey drove into a

large corral thirty orlgart gd of cattle and-the Indians

‘& took after them O.. tnelr wﬁ,u_pies uttering terrible shouts and

éhooting arrows end guné into trem. It was ﬁot~a pleasant
éight to‘sée.zhe poor an§mals runnigg~b§pk and forth'ﬁéd ;iih
pa;ﬁ gndifea; and many érrows étickigg ir. them. I thoughf
'if«éas a poor way to_civilize the Indiéns éﬁa that the Covern-
~ment shog;d'adoptspmeotger‘me;ﬁod,withtheirsupplies. .
L “e‘sﬁopped'to speak o Géorge'k&sﬁingtgn,‘a Caddo'Indigﬁ,

-

who, kived on the Cansdian some twelve niles south of TFt. neno.

e had raised gome corr but had refused to sell for he said,

"There is war in Eurore apd.it will bring a highker price.” ~I%

»

'was at the time of’ the .ussian-lurkish .ar.  Le apparently had

s

Tl

irbibed some of the business sagacitj,of ther "Father of our

~ e

Country."

A .
e . . LN .o
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It-is éuéer,’but'l do not remember tﬁé ngmes of the
other cierks in ouf'stqré,:except'WiL1'CIevelagd.' He was

" a relative to Jack Evans, I think. iater on a young man
n;med Kimball came up from the Fb, Sill store to clerk./
Ze was'quiﬁe a polished gentleman who was véry well #ersed
in thqrhistofy of many Indian trives. Later on there was
a young fellow named Jack V. Juvenal came out o join us.
ie was a relative of bvans. 4About ﬁhe same time Qf a
little earlier.a bright éoung fgllow,ggﬁéd Doty -came from
Towa to work for {ubbell, one of tre -traders at Uarlinéton,

.bﬁé I-havq #op heard ofiﬂim since he left.

Bherg*%ére two stofes,at*%he zzency, lee Reyno%ds,
and Hubbels.  najor lhisémer had started a tuilding pfogram

*

‘at the Fost, A few cottages had been erected for the use

_ — D

" of the officers who had their wives with them but the young-

- er officers lived in tents, Some barracks and warehouses -

. —

@

- H ] -

- had been built.‘ Lur store was Luilt of logs ivxr themost wegw

pert, The cost of rauling good lumber, was too much. Part
N » " .

s

of our building was two stories. e had & two-story mess

house and 1 think that. was buwilt of 1ogs as well as ‘our -

-stockadg,
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" amusements were rare. There was a saloon in an "L"

of the building and in the sfory above that.there was &

billiard room for the officers-and clerks. Officers came
over in the evening and played whist or tilliards and

y N 4
drank more or less. dnen J. S. Evens was. there, hospital-

! .
ity was-dispensed without char.ce. ..owever, I never knew

. butcong officer who drunk to excess. Ie was a Virginian

and nad been noted .for bravery in some Iﬁaian fight and

while the other officers deplored his drfnking they ;till

had a neasure cof fespect'for him.

we had a civilian doctor for a while who was employed

-

by the Government. il had a marvelous cepacity for free
. - * o~

ligquor. I omit his name as there may be some descendants,

[N

' Captain Wint kept a jack .of-rowrdSEnd hunted coons, -
jack rabbits -amd poyotes.ﬂ Jack rabbits were not so numerous

as we BAVESther in this part of the country - too far. from

growing feed crois, I suppose.

. .I'he store maimtained the :iess for the proprietor and

®

clerks and most of the officers ate with us. Soxe of them

were bachelorg amd others had le:t.their wiwes behind them.

I think we charged then $80.00 per month. 4ny travelers
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coming through were fed without’charge. We had two meals

a day, breakfast at 9:06 and dinger sometime iﬁrthe afterj‘
noon. I had a boy's aupetite ané I #se@ to wounder "Do Wé

‘ nevereat." I developed a fondness at that time for “cove
bystefs ard crackers which I have never outgrown.'

The post trader's business came from the officers,
soldiers, teamsters and civilians employed by the Govern-
ment.: Je could not sell to ;ndians. There was a quarter-
master's department where‘officers aﬁisol&iers could buy
cheaper than from us but the éelection was limited. Some;
times the soldiers would draw their allowancés'for to.acco
Tﬁhigh was charged to them and trade it to us for something
else that they wanted mare. =round pay day which occurred
eyéry two months, dri§§ing was pretty extensive among the |
i;soia;érsranémbn the first two or three aéys; duﬁérous‘fight8”ﬁl'
vould occﬁr. Tﬂen ghé ~uerd would be called out and the
'§alqpn“closed until order was restored. . ost of the money'
being Spenf, peace would reign until the next ﬁay day . '

vur Compary handled a pretty poor grade of whiskey, .
usﬁally cosf aﬁou&‘gs.oo per gallon. It waé surely rot gut;

. and so fiery that it had to pe diluted with water to keep ™

it from'kiliing a man, That was a humane proceeding;also
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profitable, as it made ore gallons. For the officers,
hoﬁever, we handled the finest liquors as well as cigars

that we could buy. Our main sellers in cigars were the

Sultanas which we bousht of Simnons—Staifer of Leaven- -
worth., .e paid‘g70.00 per'thousand and sold them three
for S0/, It was not as exorvitunt é profit as it might
'lqok for the frei~ht from .ichite alone was 7.00 per .
nundred pounds, tesides the usual risks in iramsportation

of ‘werchandise. .«e paid as high as ,200.00 per trhousand

4

ir lew York City for sowe imported cigars.,

Captein Liilett came turough once with ¢ l.exd of

5000 cattTe and camped a iew wiles from “he ;ost That was

suci & stupendous figure to e thqt Iwert out.to’see them,

or ratner I accommanred a cattle man naued Chastaln. It was
iy first experieuce i.. sleeping out o. the plains with a
saddle for a pillow, then up at daybreak watchin- them cut

out a lot of cattle for dls»rloutloh, I ,resume, &t the

1

agency. later on,anptain l.illett bought & larre ranch
25 or 4C miles west of salina tut it wes .roken up into
gmall farms yeurs ago and txere are no more large ranches

~ in-this part oi-the country.
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Charles Schiffbower sold oug-while I was there and

engaged in business in some:avency soﬁth of erénéas City,
later on going into business in srkansas City. <lhen he -
moved tv'brippie Creek where he died. i.yself and faﬁil§
met him there and at Colorsde Springs severa. times and
te frequently sent us fruit. .e alwads vanted to be in
a new country. . nad been accidentally svct in the leg -
while at Ft. Sillf Soize yearé later he‘ﬁad to have some
of the hoges cut oﬁt. The wound‘healed up but it gave him
more or less pain as lorg as he lived.

Franx Schiffbower moved %o nansas City, Lansas, and
"he ﬁay ce living there yet - I do ncf imow. Some years
ago,nl think éLring of of radexewski's ZOursl a deurhter

of his played a theme for :aderewski end he gave Ler .fine

pfaise, so I gresﬁméiéhe,ﬁédwﬁﬁﬁsual ru31cal t lent.
I met Will Cleveland and‘hié vride, btta Eytchins,‘in . .-
»8nsas Cify on their wedding trip énd séme twenty jyears or

g - ‘more s nill called on ne here. .- had lost his wife
atd was living with a daugliter in Bussell, asJI remenber
it. I have not neard of hix since and while I héve paséed

tﬁroubh Russell man; times it did not occur to me to 1nqu1re

‘as it was so long afterwards. ) 5 . Co s
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. I do not know whether any part of the above will be

o . .

of any general interest butiWhilie stmuggling with this
letter- I am-not'a historian- one of my daughters came

»

in- I have two dau hter’ and four grand-childrefi- and she:

«

wanted me to keep a copy and to please her as well as some

of. the young women i. the bank who expressed an intecrest,
o .

4

in what grand-.a was doing, I am going to extend it some-

) - ¢

what and relate s me little personal experie.ces which will

provably not interest anyone vut then, and possibly lrs. 7,

Cleveland, who may rememier of heasring of one of these ex- R
. ° - ¥

periences unless she was too young zt the tire. .

-

o my way to the ;érritary, I stayed over-night at

wichits. Thuis was the end cf the ruilroad. wichita was .-
not much tc look at as there was not .cuch there. | o>ome years
N & ! ~ PO -

leter when it nad prospered greatly on vklahoma trade and

they were tooning it, the Libhita_Ea;le designated it as

"The reerléss frincess of the rlains:” Ir 1876 it night 7
have been ‘called the "ninggaViiiage of the Flains." : -

-

The next  morning several other ;assengers and myself

boarded a Concord Stage pulled by fdur horses - I'for e

Ft. Reno and the others for places between. lhe first day's’

-

13
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runbrought us to Caldwell. for the night, .Caldwell was |

’

~ the little end of nowhere ,and if/you did not see-it until
1896 it would bé bard tc picture that présperous tqnn th%n
a5 it vas in '76. The hofel”had not been built,’if\had
just been throwﬁ‘together in axhurry but it was as good _
as the balance of the town. sThey were all ‘'shacks. .I travel-
ed all the next déy and the .ext night and arrived at Ft.Reno
about 2:20 o'clock i;'the-afﬁzrnocn‘ vlder people as a rule
cannot sléep in a moving stage but ,ou cannot keep a boy from
sleeping anywhere. I had not been tiere an pour when a fight -
took place iz *the store bétween'two ?gansters -.rickett and
Sherman. ihthought if it was‘aq#enture’i was affer, 1 was

_likely to sese plentyfbut it was'a false promise they were -

— quickly separated. rickett was a Lapgy-go-lucky sort of fel-

—— -

1 -~

low ard later I neard he wa:c drowned in the Missouri River. '
4 Y

-

$hermah always seemed spoiling fcr a fight.

Life at .the Fort was very orderly and pewceful. Fights

occurring among the soldiers but they were usually on pay day.
- . R N

1 do-mot recsll a shooting scrape while I was there. Those

occurrences were reserved for the 5ild Jest towns, and the

, : 0 a, ¢
Well policed cities. :

A

..{cé
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I soon met some of the Agency’people; Ia jor M§les

and wife who washaffeétfonately kgéwn as Auidt Lucyvr'They
™ had two daughters, Jo -and Leﬁa iiles, and i think Qéher .
T ehildren but I did not kuow them. :Etﬁa Hutchins Qg%lher

rarents were“there and a l.iss Williams - I should remember

her first name for I tock her hoPsecack riding once. This

was more than sixly years ago and 1 am pretty shalz on some

-~ ! -

s ' . .
of the names, I remember the events vetter. I had known
- lajor Yiles and wife sligzhtly before I came to the Ierritory.
e had been =gent for the ..ickapoos whose réservation was

in the viecinity of luscotah, Lansasf .y father owned some ..

land there and after Leavenwcrth -ad been put to-sleep by

-

Kansas City, naving lost heavily he was induced to .go into

‘business &% Luskotah.

fie bought & store and built a big

Stone warehouse intending to instull elevator machinery. .

P - \

Later, I know, there was no elevator in it from personal ex- .
‘ e .

i “~ «
perience as I spent ;art of a vacation up thkere and dpring

~O—-

thut time I carried 1oC: pounds of flax seed at a time\up'a-

-

\

'_Leavepworth, we were up at luscotah a’g;od deal. I bvelieve’

" long flight of.steps. while the femily still lived a

- the Butcnins went from kusqptah to the Territory with I

<
-
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Aiies. Jokmiles.magried a man‘naméd uooﬂward: -i qéver ;-

knev nim. ’ I iost'é}ght'of ner comélgtelf until I 'saw her
o picture i. one of:the papers. She ﬂad go;ea%o Qubé'for

~

the Cincirnati Esquirer to interview Butcher ¥Weyler. Some
vears latcr I .et her and lLena at a -ankers' convention at

lawrenee. lena married a banker friend of mine, Frank karch

She nad a-daugrnter Lucy; who taught rere for a while. She

’ s . : ' x
. was a lovely .girl vut died very young. . . .
Sore years later while visitingafrieﬁds at hutchison,

Kansas, they told me thev had a neighbor who would like to -

. ' -
- see me. It proved to be Charles Campbell who was.connected
with the ~gency at ~nadarko. I met him ocice. e is gone

.

e _DoOW. I-see-tATColm Campbell just died in ios sngeles, whose
) - . ¢

v | .

-~ - father was an early agent for the Fawnees at Lawnee, Iansas- .

. y “
.

probably not the same family. \ \ : -
. \

. 2
B

‘ i t
Piding. 1 had always

7 "I was always-fond of horsgback
= sad a :on, as a boy. at Ft.'ﬁego t..eTe was a little in the
’ ¢ -~ . e . e . - 3

.t way o1 amusement S0 :}roae quite 2 liﬁti@, I-did- not own

- L]

té. ‘lhere were always unattach-

& horse. Ihere was ic need

ed horses ir the-cavalry troors'and tre officers were very
o . ¢ st T
7kind, always in givin:-me an order for one. Thé soldiers

.
. .
. e . 4
- - ) .
< . .

- e —
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’ picked thé\Best for thémaelyes and nere perfectly willing A ',f”

to sée someone ride the meaﬁ ones and I certalnly had some

¥
¢ . .., ‘e

mean ones. iwice a nérse ran away with me. Une l stop- ) oo

ped by steering,him ihto a cannon while the soldiers werq-

.

on parade. lhe otier orne ran until he.was wdbrn out.

@

v Frank Schiffoéqer rode up from cunedarko one day and

his horserdeveloped plind sbaggérs, rinning away with him -+

s
- . +

and into our stockade where he. fell dead. ‘ .

-

Ligutenant ©»olton and [ became intimate friends. Unce

v

in the early evening we,rode to .thg sgency to call on the .
’ £

giris - Jo and lena I.iles, &tta ..utching, : iss .illiams

- - . - .
. > v

. and another whose name I ¢an't quite remember, 7The river -
» . . -~“ s
. x " . . . . .

was high out fordable if you knew how. <+here were men 'at ’-

the Fort who directed us across in a zigzag course and we

spent the evening visiting the girls: I remember I vas -

addressed as ™.r.," for tAe first time in my life and what

a.queer feeling it gave me. Coming home about 10: Ooqg/g;oek"*“\\

-
]

there .Fas no one to direct us and it was quite dark. L&

~

]

_ horsse went into a hole and I went over his head. Fortunate-

~ Y

- ly when this happened I was near the other shore and thers
s . . ., -~ . s ’ Vg*t‘.

happened to. be some willows #h ch I was able to vrasn ands -

L)
«
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»

pull myseli out “oltoﬂ.waé more qu%unate}, ..e escaped

~

the hole but got c,ompletel*r soaked -8 caught'nv norse . -

end we endeavored to sneek irto- the - os$ without being

& ’ -
.geen but we were caught and unmércifully "guyed," another
N A . 1 .,

-

&

K3

" time .oltor and 1 had a bozt built - just a plain fool
tuing to do. e z8¢ it hauled -tc & ;ond a few riles from

the rost but found we were- unavle to row it eg -st the -

-

.wind, so we tock ofr everything but our shirts and ulIed
, ) y , P

it 6 the other end so we could'riﬁe vack. One of the'oﬁfi-_

cers, Col. lolpinger, who arterwards married Jares G, Blain's

4
M ¢ % .

p daughter mada an 1mag1nery sxetch of.us which 1 still have
~ , i

prdbaoly but was *uaule to find. I nad stlll another GXr ‘.

< N

perience with tne river. B331des belng bookkeeper I Jés .
I B - i / N . .

- &g;nstant rostmaster. /winv to the nlgb water we‘yad had -

s b e T A\\\ R - - e e A, S

’ l

no ‘mail for two weexs. .There was not a bridgé bgﬁ%een_ﬂichlta

s . ~

ani Ft. Reno. we learned the mail had arrived %4qbar1ingtonﬁ

< and thinking.there might be-some delay in rrifiging it oven, -~

—

. Irwent after it.. The river was out of its banks but some -

Y

. \1:BEorle there had riéged up a flat boat with one end attached
.:\}“)_ . " . :
 tea rope to keep it qtralfht» ihe rofe ‘was anchored i . .

.. . ;o ' - -
. 4

shallow water on the sol fH ide, gd/ﬁhé shore on the other '

-
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§ o one there to work it but soe little Indian boys who
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- LN : -

3

side. I took# §kiff out to the flat boat. There was .

14

o 3 .. ! ) & .
were in swimming. lthey undertook fo ferry me across.
I was as green as they were Tor they started the boat
wrong end first and when the :ain {urrent hit the beat

: *;?/
it swung around. L0 escare tne rope hitting them the

ooys Jum ed out uvsettlng t’lB vout and to rowing e Qut.

it was early spring and I had or wiater clothes énd

-

poots. 1 tried to follow the boys bx.t‘ J. a8 go:mg down

2 e

stresm & good deal faster than 1 was getting 8CTOSS w The

boys reached the shore and realiz_iné my é)redicamer;,t,. they
swam out to me. ﬁ:ﬁridently they had received some advice
. 4

in safety firspf for only one came close to ‘e nfter the

-s%;t_ougb 1 'vas frmhtened, I was senclble and did not rush

Y
him. . *her saw I was not coing to grud him so came close

and I put oy ‘hend on his shoulder tien, the three nelped

" me swim in.. I was all in and 'lay on .'r,he ban}: Quite a

a

v.rhil‘e efore 1 cduid walk. uomng back there were men there
M t

- LY

" to manane the boat and I ot ‘chrouoh mth the mall without

& CE
further mishap. . I

v Lf’ii*’sfféplim'ge;i rad ke,t &y head out of the water “and a1~~ e
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- " The-floods in the Cimarron and thé‘%wo~Canadians‘
,'frequentlj hekd up travelers for days. They Were full

of quicksand. btock would npt be permitted .to stop to

.:&...-_

drlnk whlle fordlnp. they had tc be kent moving. ~hether .
'y &
true or not, it was told ‘to me as a fact tuat a Governmente

scheoner and six mules weet dowvn in the gquicksand of the

[

Canadia.. south of Ft. Henc and there was never a trace of

tnem found. e e
’ &

. Fioneers in a new countiry endure hardships and dangers

and take it a}l as a matter of course.

R 13

¥

o zear ago last fall 1 -ad the very 5reat pleasure of
entertalnlng Cﬂlolel Jolton in ry tome. I had a Captain
:Febiger and his.wife come up from ¥t. Riley to reet him.

ihe ¢ Gabtaln s fatzer was the LLeutenant Feblger that I had )

knovm at Ft. Renb. e had begp dead some years but he and

Colonel colton tmd been #arm friends and :-lton was intimate

* 1y acquainted wﬁth hislfandl&." Golone; Bolten lived in

Berkeley, California, and a few weeks ago l'was advised by

P
4

a-mutual friend,.Colonel iark %heeief; who also- lived in

L]

Herkeley, that colonel Lolton had dled during the w1nter.

-at the tire of L.is death he was the oldest llving graduate

-

L2
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of #est Point and it was on his way home from a ~raddation

-

énniveréary that he stogped to visit me. ie was a fine S
man and I am thankfil I‘ﬁgt himuéain after nearly sixty ]
| ﬁ years and before it wéé too late. > - : ' ,
Justﬁa few @opthé‘before } érrived at the Fort there N

&
. 2 v, .
nad .been a good ceal of gamiling. ~ome intimation of this

-

~ aad +
nad reached the.Department at I'4. Leavenworth and a stop

4

was put to it. vre of theé officers who was killed at the

e

. v N [
vuster fight .ad cashed his ray voucier in advance with -
. . ///' ’\

the rost Trader-to the extent of ‘something like ,1400.00

which proved to be a total loss to the trader amnd J. S.

.

E vens was much ,ut out albut it. 1o one. seemingly profits

"br the experience cf others and I had to pave a little les- .)>
L 2 - '

)

" son which I am glad of for what it taught me.

- . =

- Some Nexicans came i: and ren a ionte game. One of —

.
~

e e

o H
the haugers on sround the store induced me to back him -
. , . -

-

for a few dollars and I went onceé to see the game out of
curiosity, ,~e won a few dollars but I believe it was
simball who iold me if Jack £vens knew of it I would lose

my joo. The disgrace of such e thing frightened me and

. L]

. the oune wbs}lgsting. I have ha@ an abhorrence of gambling

It
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ever since. T play golf ffequﬁﬁt;y'but 1 will not play

I3

for as much as a golf ball. Freachers and bankers are .

* the ones above'afl others whorshould-not gamble., They

=~

# .
represent the spiritual and® the rpusiness ideals,'botﬁ of_'

. I » H

- - 3 s +
"which principles cordemmn it. '
. p \ '

~

{ 1]

-

anotaer lesson I ..ad. . cattle ran visited the rort |

for a few days,, coning ke said to cure a cold. ..e-had about

o » : .
»w100 iz currency wiich he had me keepn, getting about 10 at
N

iy .
a time from me., =~f{ter doctoring nis ;Siﬁ\ibout three days,
4 f

~

he was ready to leave. The last time he came fod the money

o LT , .m- - B .
.he claimed 1 had neld out »1Q. '“here was no way of provin

N
El

anytrning. Since-then 1 nave .refused to do bﬁsinéss 3ith any o

‘man who was not sober. i.e was a pretty good féllow too, but

‘the best.df them are irresponsible ,when they are-undéi_the

A

influencs, of liquor. :1e wag very nice to me afterwards, .so

I did nct know whether he remepbered bis complaint or not.

wome people are so unduly sensitive that ir the face of an

. . T
accusation they «re sc shocked and hurt they are incapatle

-

of defending themselves by @ réply. I have known scme of

these kind of people and unfortulately I oelongs to.that

. ) Ty :
class. Fortu.ately these occurrences have beeh 'rare for me

4

LY
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the Territory again until 1500. woome. man here had 'a dream

/ 3 -
of miles with no roads and out fev trails, now the lemnd was

4

- 25-— . . ' * L
» « ' .. - . - -
- ’ ’ ’ -

and I have not encopntered any of them for maﬁy years.

This™ cordition is usually attrituted fo sullenness but
F . 7! a

2
I can testify that in some cases, at least, it is not.

I am éfraid many parents misjudge thejr .children because
of a lack of understending the child.

- ~

Ihere was a .ill ‘usupson haulins freight at this time

. . ;7
frow Caddo to rt. ©ill for the svans siore. =e was unknown
. . 5 ’

g ‘ ~

to e at that tiwe Lut“later he became a farmer in this-
i . ¢

county znd we found we had some rmtual acquaintances of that |

&

period » ’ . gv
I zad beewn Away irom nome ior a year., 1 was ho..esick

and my folks wanted me to return. I came out here in '79

-

at the request or a.cousin who was. in business here. I

-

have beep in this bank fority-nine years. I did not visit

a N, .

o i . ; N :
of building a railrocad from Salina south. e drove as-far

as satonga:. <he Territory had Lecome a great stute. Jhere

vefore was a vast uhinﬁaLited érairie stretching for hundreds

.
~

-

laid out-Th sections, roads were ever;where and every quarter

%

section 0 upied by a family wit. & Louse and farm buildings.

3 ~
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Surely it must have been more astornishing to me than to

t , »

¢ .
- most anyone else, again in 190¢ my wife and I made an
’

auto trip to Uklahoma .ity to visit friends. .e were accoms
# o
panled by +r. and .rs, Fred .ulkley. :r. culkxley was a

¢

_partner in the ..err uJry b;ods Store at .klahora (ity.- Jkla-

noma vity clained at thet time around 1C0,000 or over. This

was anctuer jolt to me. we went over tb it. renc snd on

i

the way L stopped at £: Heno. I hLunted up .eal rz¥ans. e

was lookins hele and learty and 1 enjoyed .eetins him again,

It had been 32 years between tines. st the Yort everything

” .
7as changed. =« railroad uad come through, .the old store was’

one, everything different. I found :en Clari, the only one

left amd was much pledsed to have him remember me. Ve did

not go over to-Darlington at thet time, but a rear ago return- .

ing from an auto trip to Texas, 1 cqme by the Fcrj again. I

saw two or three cottares which Jooled like they might have

been there in '76. I asked a young :an- at »he ‘ost Xxchange

- -

if there were any old buildings left there, "Ch yes™ he said,

_ an* 001nted to a bull&mng which had a sign, "Erected in 1912."

1 - S e T T
is that was before he wus corn, thet snelled antiquity to him.

-
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“ile went to DarIington.. Thls time I crossed %he

» I

rlver on a brldgé and thought many times I _had forded o

‘ -~

it and Qf y experienceb in i@.:/There was nothing

famiiiai.tﬁere. Even the namg was changed; The state
had & game hatchory to ;éise éuails. The &dung manage?
said he had en unclefriviﬁé in Selina wiich eased ‘sore

IR >

of the lonesoxeness. .ajor .iles &nd nis wife were
¢ « * .

‘ f

gone, and that devy of fiie young ;irls were gone. <very

I3

thing ~one that 1 ce&d ever. known.of and wiat had been a

turiving little village sizty years ago, uotzing wut a

<
.« *

crooder ..opSe wag left and that was just ceing built. I

feit souewhat like the fairy princess tust have fel}p wiven

. .

_she awakened from a kundred years sleep and saw @ wildep- .

! .

ot - . N " '\’_.‘r“
ness around her. ng sadness was lightéged;'however, by

4

-~ lv ~ o . 1 b ]

tae presence of th e handsome prlnce. " Lesides she was

n6r and 1 ¥%as an 0ld

. man experien¢ing again the sadnegss wich is their loﬁ_wﬁal

once familiar scenes are desolated. Rip Van winkle wasa

~ -

piker: .ie had only veen gone 2C years and 1 had been gone

néarly 60. er. 1rving‘shou}d have given him a lornger sleep.

- ‘ 5

4
A
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-

. : : ) . _
Since starting this letter on which 1 have made
- k-4 '3

séveral aftempts, 1 found the article in the Daily Okla- -

¢

homan about the Hed 3tore and ncve re-read it. It was

+in. the, issue of September 20, 1931 - longer ago taan 1

supposed. Secretary nselknap was seefiingly the indirect |

4

cause of the deat: of custer and his “and fo? it is said

/

that lust.r was’-so humiliated by the discrace which had

s0 uniustly been put upon kim that he wished to regain his

_prestire by some outstending act of gallentry or die.

t

' i -";‘ hY a, o -
"I had a cbpy of John Seegers "amon;: the Cheyennes
¢ ¢ .

. ° - o "
and .repahoes™ but 1 am urable to find it. "Frosume it was
. " . J" (' * t ) . .

- loaned aml.now 1l rave it not. Undoubtedly, you have a.copy
for if I remember rightly, it was gotten out by an Anadarko

-

-

< .
’ 'Y t ) 3 . ‘ . Ky
Press. It is proustl;, the nost intir.ate description of life

among any.of the,;bﬁfhern Indians that has %éen phbiigﬁed}

1 remember seeing him a few tirmes tut had no acquaintance.

¢

.7 fclks have wanted me tu write something of my life

at Ft. deno vut 1 did not feelr sufficient urge as it seemed

~

so unimportent. Jherefore, 1 thank you for giving me ths
- ' N B ‘-
"excuse and I have really enjoyed reminiscing of those early

4

. L

R
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If it should be m -good fortune to visit sanadarko
- ~ 1
s v . ) r R
in the future,”I will cerfeinly look you and ifs. ¢leve-
Yand up. :lease give her my regards.
i . ! : ¥
) 5 . ’
; Sincerely, .
P - ’ . Cegeman
! E
. 3 X )
¥ e o
5 2 "’ w
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