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December 3 1 , 1937.

Tomasa,' A Goraanche- Capt ive.

Tomasa was supposed to have been of the Garissa

t r i b e and i t i s not known where she was captured,for

she and her s i s t e r were captured by the Gomanchs In -

dians when they were very small, but i t was e i t he r

in Old or New Mexico. . She was with the Comanches at

the Brazos ,Agericy. i he re an effor t was made to find

' h e r people but with no success. She was turned over

t o some Mexicans near Santa Rosa* She was only ten

years old and these people were very cruel to her .

She and a l i t t l e boy of about the same age determined

to re turn to the Indians. One night they made t h e i r

escape on a horse that belonged to the Mexicans. They

traveled mostly a t night so as not to be seen*

Soon t h e i r £ood gave out and they k i l led

horse to e a t . Their feet becyame sore and they tore »

up the clothing they wore t0 wrap them in . * ' •

One -night they fe l t t h a t the end had .come •and .
/

they would, he ve to givey up a l l hope of finding the [
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Indiana. They* went to sleep a'hd Tomasa liad a dream. \

In the dream someone told her the way to go to the

Indian village; that i t wasn't ¥ery far. I t was so

plain that she felt she must follow the directions

given/her in the dream. So-the next morning she and
/ , * > er

I

the bjoy smarted on, following .the dream as'nearly as

possible, and sure enough they soon fpund the Comanche

village*

She was happy with the Couanches. While she was'
*

s t i l l a young gir l , an old Indian man laid claim to

her and it waŝ  understood that she would some day be

his wife. To everyonefs surprise when he came after ^

her she refused to go with him, saying that she would

rather die than to go with him, Joseph Ohandler, wiio

was a witness to the scene, interposed and asked the

old man how much he would take for his interest /in
/

/ •

the girl. He said that he would take two dollars and

a chicken. Chandler paid the Indian and Tomasa was

/
-.9
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f ree . She was s t i l l vary young so Chandler placed

her under proper care for several years. In 1889

she and Chandler were married, ,

• They established'a home on Chandler Creek,

about-ten miles north of Fort S i l l , Later they

moved £o Pauls Valley. Tomasa and her husband

had great influence over the -Indians, and the Gov-

ernment, knowing . this, persuaded them<to move back

to near Fort S i l l where they gave Mr.' Chandler em-
i

ployment.

Mr. Chandler d.ied in J.87E, leaving" hi.s widow

and* four .children; Lot see, Solomon, Boone, and

George.

Mrs. Chandler married George* Conover in 1875.

He had been for a few years manager of her farm. '

and ranch. To this union there was born three boys:

Andy, Willie, and Johnnie. • ̂

In 1900 Mrs. Sonover passed away. She was laid

to rest in a little private cemetery down on tha

Little Waahit-a, beside her first husband.
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Not long before she,died she had Mr* J . J .

MetJivin make her w i l l . After she had;disposed

of

was

verything, she told Mr. Methvin that there

just one*more thinjg she wanted. '< In that l a s t ' .

i t e4 she provided for the old horse that she had

so niany years . She said that he was;to be free

for it he res t of his day

any more.-

s and no t compel led t o work


