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December 31, 1937.

-

Tomasa, A Comenche- Captive.

Tomasa w}as supposed to'have’ been o? me‘ﬁarissa
tribe gnd it is not k‘nown’ where she was captul;ed’,for
she and he;." sister wére captured by the Comenchs In-
diens Whell they were very small, but it was eithg;.'
in 01d or New Mexico. . She was w‘ith ‘the' Comanches at
the I%mms Agency. There &n ei:fort was made to find

+ her people but ‘m th no success.# ‘She was turned over
to some Mez;icana near Santa Rosa. She wés only ten
years old end these people were very cruel to her.
She and a little boy of about the same age dete.rmined o
to return to the Indians. Ofie night they made their
escape on a horse that belonged to the Mexica;lsi They

traveled mostly at night so as not to be seen,

Soon their food gave out and they killed - :

horss to est. Thejir feet beQZme sore and the

/

up the eclothing they wore t¢ wrap them in. «

One -night they felt that the end had.come ‘and .
. / . . .

" they would leve to g‘ive‘,'/up all hope of finding the
. /' / ;
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the girl. He said that he would take two dolldrs and
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Indians. /Fhey*wenx to sleep and Tomasa had a dream.
In uhe dream someone told her the way to go to the
Ind ian Yﬁllagp; that it wasn't very far.‘ It was 80
ilain that she felt she must follow the'direc;iohs
given éer in the dream. So- ﬁhe next morning she and

L4

the on started on, following the dream as' nearly a8

- »

possible, and sure enough they’ sppn found the Comanche

-

>
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villége.

¢

¢t

She was happy with the Comenches. While she was’

still a young girl, an old Indian men laid claim to

<

her and it was understood that she would some day be P

o~

hié~wife. To sveryone's surprise when he came after

e

her she refused to g0 with him, saying that she would

rather die than to go with him. IOseph Chandler, wéo

was a witness to the scene, interposed and asked Fhe

0ld men how much he would take for his interest /in
/

& chicken. . Chandler paid the Indian and Tomega was

/g oo /
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t¥e;. -She was spill vary young ;o Chaaner plaqed )
her under proper care for several years. In 1859
she and Chandlexr Qere married. )

They establlsned a home on Chandler Creek,
about:ten miles north of Fort Sill. ‘later they
moved Yo Pauls Valley. Pomasa and her husband
had great influence Sver the Indians, and the Gov-
ernmeny, know1ng:this, péésuaded them to mova back'
to ne;r Port Sill where they ga;e My Ch?ndler em-
- ployment, . . |

Mr. Chandler died in 1878, leaving his widow

and four children: Lotsee, Sélgmén, Boone, and .

George. | ‘
o Mrg; éhandler married George Con6ver in 18785.
~He had ‘been for a few years manager of her fam
and ranch. To this union there was born three boys-
Andy, Willie, and Johnnie. Ty

In 1900 Mrs. Go#over passed awéy. She was l;1d

to rest in a l}ttle\private cemetery down on the ..

Little Washita, beside her first husband.
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) Not long before she died she had Mr. J. J.

1

Methvin meke her will. After she had:disposed
. , . R

of'averything, she told Mr. Methvin :thet there

Ay L4

was|just ons' more thing she wanted.? In that last .
item she provided for the 0ld horse that she had

, b
80 many years. She said that he was:to be free

forl he rest of his days and not comielled to work
. ¢

|
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any more. . . \
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