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Reminiscences of D, H, Middleton
A Ranchuan of Iandian Territory Days
Given to Mies Flls Robinson-researeh worker

I% was slong sbout 1880, that there was a general exit of stock-
men to the Indian Territory, caused by the extreme drouth at that time
in Texas. The ranchmen would feed tkheir cattle during ;ho winter months,
beginning to ship them out about the first of April; at which time the
grezing was feirly good. | |

I begen shippigg xy cattle in 1890, from our ranch near Abilene,
Texas to Tulsa, Indien Territory. The first yesr I liaeod‘nv pastures
from George Perrymen and his brother Legus Perryman; the latter was
an ex-chief of the éroek Ration. Legus had aucccoded«;n Raving the |
Creek Council pess a law permitting eattle to be pastured in the Creek
Nation.

The Cherokees would not ellow cattle from Texas to be aiipped into
the Cherokee Nation; so the only way the Texss atockmen coulé gein access
to the Cherokee Nation was to ﬁutAthan in the name of some Chorokoo;
This plkn did not work Sut 80 advantageous;y salways, for once An avwhile
th; Cherokee owner failed to release his claim to the owner of the eattle.

I lessed all the lend bordering on the Cherockee Nation from Tulsa
%o the Verdigris river, near Catoosa. This pasture extended from Eas$
to Fest about twenty miles and ffom north to gouth gdout six miles, AT
‘ﬁhat tine Tulsa kad one general store and drug-store and s small frame
bliiding nesr the 'Frisco depot was the vest hotel, While near Tulsa,

8 friend thet I injdycd, vhose companionship I éreatly sppresiated, was

Dr. S:m_o. xOhhqdy. He later mérried sn Ossge girl, from ons of the -

- i
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“Be
best faxilies of that Netion; her allotment proved very vsluable in
oil, Herry Hell was another very pleassnt friend in those days.
In 1892, 1 leased my paat;ro: near Muekoéoa. along the M, X, T.
tracks from Muskogee %o Checotah, maintaining a Rench house near
Oktaks, skipping my cattle to and from tkat point, I lessed these
pastures from Perry Murphy eand A. P, MeKellop.
¥e kept on hand frop eight to ten thiusand head of cattle; if
I found thet I 414 not have enough cattle to £ill the grazing capacity,
I went to southern Texas and bought more to add to the roguiar Rerd.
At thet time cattle could be bought very cheap, especially in the spring.
One year I was able to buy several thousand head at aix dollers a head.
It was interesting, as the season advanced, to watch the cattle
greduelly fatten and become ready for the market. We usually began
our shipping to merket along the latter part of August.
The best markets were Chicago, St. Louis, and Xansas City. The
market was dependent on the latest quetations. _
Yhen the tirie ceme to hegin shipping out the cattle, the boys
would round up a good sized herd. I, with the help of some of the boys, -
would ride in smong the herd and cut o t the best from the bunek, As
we vere able to get the animsl we had selested outside of the herd, one
of the boys would be ready to take the animal and drive it to an enclosure
until our required numdber was filled,
It took ten or fifteen men for the reguler duties on the Raneh;
suck as riding fenge and gathering up all drifting cattle whick might

 escape the vigilanece of the fence riders. These boys were ususlly very
i R |
}
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bright and intelligent, for it required plenty of common sense to do
tkis work.

Shipping days were interesting thougk exceedingly tiresome.
The men would ge% out early while the cattle were fresk, the dew still
on the ground, end drive the cattle to the best place for a roundup}
by the time they would get all the cetile they needed bunched, fnsy
es well-as their horses would be tirec out, |

The rangk cook would be somewhere in sight, end when the boys
found time they were ready to eat. The snack would perhaps be a ribd
of beef stuck on aisggrp,atick end broiled over an open fire; thst not
evailsble, good rare stesk w>uld be frind in & bupl skillet, added to
th£§ would be a pot ;f beens, and elso & pot of black coffee. The
horse "Rustler”, too, would be there with fresh mounts for the boys.
We alweys had a good number of trained "Catting" horses, very similar
to the polo ponies of todey; in fect, I sold quite s number of my horses
to polo playarsf

i rexember, away back before our advent to the Indien Terri tory,
Chiot'Rogers of the Cherokee Nation, father of tke late Will Rogers, came
to my father's rench at Abilens, Texas, to buy e herd of cattle. After
the deal was closed he esked my fether about sélling him a certsin
horse, whick wes extra good at)cnéting out the cattle, which he kad beci
riding, ¥e had it loaded on with tho'c;ttlo and shipped home. -

Mnskogpe.was quite in its 1ntanéy, when I built my first howe tho;o

in 1898, soon after my merriage. I married Frances Wainwright, the
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dsughter of Judge end Mrs. Thomes Wainwright of Fayetteville, Arkansas.

I kad the honor of serving, eas éouncilman, with Mejor Byrnes, the
first Mayor of luskogee; the other :;mbers were Messrs, C., ¥, Turner,
Nate Gibson, end W, T, Hutchings. Later on I served as }Meyor, the
first after‘the adoption of the Commission form of Govermment.

A color ul cheraecter in‘;he early desys of Muskogee was Judge Thomas,
father of Mrs, Grent Foreman; ke was Federel Judge there for a good
wmany years. When Tars Bixby, snother {nteresting cherscter, with
several otker érominent citizens, establigked *he Country Clutb, they
selected me g8 treasurer, an office I held for several years,

I becaxe interested with C, W, Turner, one of the early sube
stantial merchents of }uskogee, in seversl business ventures. Ve
bought the Commerciel Barnk, st #hat time iocated on the corner of
Mein and EBroadway, fr&m Ceorge Williesms, By the way, GCeorge Williems
is now, and hﬁs been roy several ysars, Haxgr of my neighbor town of
Monrovie, here in Cslifornia. He {s hale, and happily'hf;§6;;d es of
yore, ’

Mr, Turner eand myselfkalso arganized the Muskogee Developrent Co,
¥%e lease¢ from the Creek Indiens, =fter allotment, seversl thousend
acres of 1an§, built houses and'b;rns, fenced the lend snd put it in .
cultivetion. OQur agreement was to pay the allottees so mich an acre,
and deed to them the improvemcnts; after sl owing us to use the land
for five years, they were to have possession. After spending sbout

two hundred thousand dollers >n these leases and improvements drastie

. changes in the laws were made, This was often the case about anything
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pertaining to the Indiansj so this venture proved more than worthless.
My fexily and myself heve been in California since 1924, very
heppy in the change; but will alwsys have & kindly feeling for all
¥uskogee people, .'rhero are s great number of the old timeors 1oeato¢i

in Celifonnie.



