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A Correspondent of the Missouri Republican at .

Neoqho writes as follows: Occasionally the institution

of a lawsuit, the. construction f a railroad, or the

transfer of real estate brings before the public men

whoae history would form an interesting romance; but few

.of this class have had a more varied and .peculiar experience

than that of uiathias'Spii-t/log, the ."millionaire Indian," „ '

'whose recent "sale of seventy acres of land for §56,000.00

~in Kansas, near •B âns-as-C-i-ty>—caused so jmuchi coinment_in_the ^^^^

local papers. Mr. Splitlog is a full blood Wyandotte In-

dian, and was born in'an Indian village in Canada, and
I

shortly, afterward moved to Ohio. While a boy he was appren- 1

ticed to a carpenter and millwright,\and,, although his wages

were only #7.00 per month,''young Split log thought he was

gett ing rich* Se imbi'bed a love for machinery and-invent ions,,-

which has caused him to lend a helping hand to manŷ  a poor '

' • V • • ' • ' • • *
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fellow whô had a useful invention v/hich only needed

money to develop i t and make i t pay.-

Splitlog's f irst venture was to build a steam-

• boat; which he did in company v/ith his brother. "
A .

launched the boat upon the ̂ t. ̂ lair *;Iver and started

in the fishing trade. 'Jncle ^am soon became jealous of "*•

'. the boy's, and confiscated the_ boat on a charge of smug-

gling. m t '• ,

" In 1842 the Wyandottes, who were the last of the

Indian tribes then in Ohio, by the treaty of the Upper

Sandusky, ceded to the United states their lands ib that'

v,s;tate,- and, received in exchange land in. what is nolw .:_ .

^ iWyandotte County, Kansas. In 1843 Spiitlog came Wesir-with-

(• some of his tribe, ynd found, after* his arrival
1 ' • - " . '

/ Port landing (now Kansas City), that he only had 50 cents

in his pocket. He'induced an old Indian to1 go his security,

for the price of an aze . ' With his axe hejyit .cordwood for

the steamboats at the rate of 25 cents per cord, and after

•paying for the axe, which cost $3.00, he soon saved enough

-to i>uy a pony, and shortly afterward we find him with a

' herd of horses* About 1850 SpHtlog was married to the
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granddaughter bf the old man who went his security for

the price of the axe, and shortly afterward he. began to

build a m i l l . -M^ttjis time he had nomoney to pay for *

labpr, so that- he did the work himself. He selected the

timber, cut and hauled the logs, and"then had a "raising?

that i s , had his neighbors to come and help him. raise the *

building. lie finished the mill himself, jwith everything

but the burrs. These would cost a t that time #50*00, and

' Spii t log had no money; s t i l l he was determined not "to .

give up the idea of running a mi l l . " When in tnis dilemma

a steamboat which %as unloading a pair oi burrs at the

landing" accident i l ly let^hej»-^3ir*^verboard and they sank

to the. bot$jQnr̂ T"*"th.e Missouri .River, ^p l i t ldg , learning

^_ ofLJfchig., jgontracted. jvi^tb..the owier to pay him $25.00 for the

burrs and take them up himself, which he eventually did after

much trouble and r&rd work and having got the burrs out of

the, r iver i t took-feut.a short time to get ready to s ta r t the

m i l l . The machinery was r igid for horse-power, and the.day

, that Spiitlog started.ihe hitchSd in eight unbroken horses
" i ' •

from his herd and earned 85 cenis in cash, and in the evening

he gave th i s money to his wife and told her to go1 to Northrups.1
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(Splitlog*8 present bankers in Kansas City) and buy them

something good to eat, as he now had that much money that

he did not need*- . " . * : < • - - '

, ~Splitlog'e mill was a success, and in'1855 we had,

him one of the leading men of hie tribe* By- the treaty ' .
* -.

of theUpper Sandusky t n e Wyandottes were not allowed to

alienate their lands, but in the year 1855 a new treaty,

was made between the Wyandottes and the United States

which severed the tribal relations of the Wyandottes arid

fixed their status as citizens of•the United States* The

first .section reads as follows:

The tfyandotte Indians having become sufficiently

advanced in civilization and desirous of becoming citizens,

* i v

i t i s nereby agreed and stipulated that their organizations .

and their relations with the United States as an-Indian * |

- tribe shall-be'dissolved and terminated an the ratification

of this agreement", except in so far as the -further continue

ance of the same may be necessary, to the execution of the

stipulations herein; and from and after the date of such'
• . • *

ratification the said Wyandotte Indians and each and every
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one#.of them, except as, hereinafter provided, shall be '

deemed and are hereby dedared'to .be citizens of the

United States .for a l l i<nte,nta and purposes, and shall

•"' be entitled to al l the privileges and' immunities of

such citizens, 'and shall in a l l respect's be subject... ;

to the laws of the. United States and the territory of

^ Kansas in the'same manner as other citizens of said

, territory,, .*,,„•

After the adopti n of this treaty ^plitlog began

to speculate in real estate, and, although he can!

neither read -norv write, he has been one of the most

successful speculators in the neighborhood.of Kansas

fourteen years ago Splitlog moved to the Inddan. Territory

and located on i£lk *<iver ne^r the Missouri line,.and about

four miles from Tiff City., and recently he became interost-

ed in a silver mine in McDonald County, Missouri, flith his

characteristic energy he oegan operations at once, ^e .

hired a%mining expert named B. F. Requa, from Chicago, to

•* superintend the operations at' the mines, and, becoming

- • ? ; . ' * . - • .
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convinced that to develop "the mines and build up the town of
<* f . - >•

. If - I

Splitlog, a railroad was necessary, he, together with his/
f • p

partner in the mines, Moses. W. Clay, commenced negotiating
f • . .

with the ̂ projectors, of the New Orleans Natchez &'Fort Scott
»• i

Railroad Company^ and fsoon that company #as formed for the •

purpose of'building a railroad between the terminal points
1

named in their title and running by way of Neosho and Split-

log City. This company being too* slow to.meet 'the vigorous

ideas of Splitlog and Clay,.they severed their connections

with the same, and Mathias SPli'tlogf'Moses ff. C
Hubbert and others organized the Kansas CitjN, Fort Smith and

Southern" Railroad Company, with a capital of $3^000,000.00

-——for^ the purpose_of.^build.ing _a_iailrogd^ frpmJCansas City to

Fort Smith, passing, through Splitlog and Nebsh'67 " 'Phis road

is now graded for about thirty miles between Spliilog City .

and Joplin, and it is only a question of a few months when

the oars will run southward from Joplin to Fort Smith, and ;
t • * • • • • • • • .

Mathlas Splitlog, the millionaire Indian, who is probably' .

the richest man of his race will be known all over the coun-

try as the only Indian railro'ad man in ,the uiTited States.
< • . •.-. • • • .

Mr. Splitlog has five children four boys arid one girl
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and. now lives at Splitlbg City, McDonald County, Missouri..
• - • i •

He is like most.men of-hie race, very taciturn in his habits*

seldom speaking in more than monosyllables; still he is far

from being disagreeable, because he can make himself clearly

understood in very few words and is° a good li.st-: jand.quick

to catch the point in the discussion of any question; and

when he determines flhat course to pursue, he' begins at once

in the execution of his. plans and nevar ceases until'^ has
.• . ' •' ' ' " ' ••' ' - •

accomplished his end^. " ', • ' '


