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Neosho writes as follows: Occacicnally the institution

—

of a lawsuit, thé.consfruc%ion ‘f a failrogd, or the Ff

transfer of real estate brings before the publit men

¢

" whose history would form an interesting romance; but few

_of thié class havé had

a wore varied and peculiar experience

than that of Mathiaspsp;iﬂlog, the "millionaire Indian," .

*

- a e - *
‘whose recent sale of seventy acres of land for $56,000.00

T ﬁ:in*Kansaé7~near:Khnsasﬁci$yjzeaugéd;éoamuch_égmmgng;igiﬁﬁgg;,\,‘7

: U 3 - i R . e
locel papers. -Mp: Splitlog is a full blood Wyandotte In- -

dian, and was born in'an Indiaﬁ village in Canada, and

shortly, afterward moved to Ohio, While a boy he was appren-

ticed to 4 carpenter and millwright, and, .although his wages

were 6nly $7.00 per month,” young Splitlog thought he was

getting rich. He:imbfbed a love for machinery’anQ'inventions,

which has caused him to lend a helping hand - to manx\a poor

%
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Z,the bojb, ani confiscated the boat on a charge'of Srug-

gling.
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follow who had a useful invention which only needed "

money to develop it and make 1t peay.:

Splitlog's first venture was to build a steam-_
boat; which he did in company with his brother. They
launched the boat upon the ot Clair s#iver and started

in the fishing trade., Uncle “am scon becume jealous of *

.- .
Lad -~
.

®

'In 1842 the Wyandottes, who were the last of the
. ) -
- Fndian tribes then in Ohio, by the treaty of the Upper

.. Sandusky} ceded tc the United btates their lands 1n that

fﬁstate, and, received 1n exchange land in what is now e

4

;%i’Wyandotte County, Kansas. In 1843 Splitlog came 3°St‘W1th

¢ some of his trlbe, und fouﬁd after~hls arrlval at‘West

p,

Port Landing (now Kamsas Clty) that he only had 50 cents

-

’:{ in His poeket. Hé'induced an old indian to go his security

for the price of an axe. With his axe he_cut cordwood for

the steamboats at the rate of 25 cents p@r cerd, and after

-

~paying for the axe, which cost @5.00, he soon saved enough

. to buy a pony, and shortly afterward we find hum with a

herd of horses, About 1850 bplitlog was marrled to the

*
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..granddaughterVEf the old man who weﬁt’his'éeqﬁriby for
the price éf the axe, und shortly';fterward he,bégaﬁ—to
) £uild a mille 4t this time he had nO‘mpﬁey to pay for .

- - R - , . ) » "' ﬁ
labpr, so that he did the work himself. He selected the

e

timber, cut and hauled tﬁe.logs, and *then had & "raisingy - »

&

that is, had his néighbors to come and help him. rnise the
building. fle finished tihe mill himself, with everything -
but the burrs. These would cost at that time $50.00, and

. » . x
" 8plitlog had no money; still he was detemmined not "to

give up the .dea of running a mill." When in this dilemma
a steamboat which »as unloading a pair of burrs at the _
oquard and they sank\\\\

’6“/£ﬁé Missduri,River. Splithg, learning

’landing" accidentully let the

> to the botton

R

. of this, contracted with the owner to pay him Q25 00 for the
burrs and take them up himself, which he eventually d1d after '
much trouble and nard erk and hav1ng got the burls out of

y
thq river it tookabut .a short time to get ready to start the
mill. The machinery was rigid for horse~power, and the. day
tlhat Splitlog stdrtedqhe hitchéd in eight unbroken horses

from his herd and earﬁed 85 cen$s in rash -and in the evening

he gave this money to his wife and told her to go'to: Northrups'
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(5plitiog's present bankers in Kahsas City) and buy them

[

[

»  something good to eat, as he now had that much money that

*

he did not neede . . L ~ © -

.., ~Splitlog's mill was a success, and in 1855 we had,
: ’ ' : b . ‘ ..

him one of the léﬁding men of hie tribe. Bj-the treaty
of the.Uppér Sandys%y the Wyandottes were not all9wed %o
aliendté their lands, but in the year 1855 a new t;eéty-

v was made between the Wyandottes and the Unit;dﬂstateé
which seyeré@ the tribal relstions of the Wyandottes and
fixed ;héir status as citizens of the Uniﬁeé States. The
first section reads as follows:

'The fiyandotte Indians ha¥ing become sufficieﬁﬁly

e . advanced in civillzatlon and deSiluuS of becoming citizens,

. L —

it is nereby agreed and stipulated thau their organizatloﬂéi
and their ‘felations with the United States as an AIrndian

~ tribe shall be' &1ssolved agégtennlnated on the ratification
of this agreement, ehcept in 80 far as the further cont1nu«
ance of the seme may be naceasary to the execution of the .

stipulations herein; and from and after the date of such

ratification the sald Wyanuotte Indians and each and every

B - tl‘



onesof ‘them, except ag nereinéfter orpwided, shall be '/
deemed and are hereby decLared'to-be citizens of the
United—StatéS.for_all imtents and purposes, and shall
bé entitled to all the prlivileges and immunities of

14

such citizens, ’and ghall in all respects be S\iject

&

to the laws of the United States and the territory of

Kaneas 1n the same maniner as other cltdzens of said

. territory.,

e

After the adopti n of this treaty_bblitiog began
to speculate in real estate, and, although he can!

_neither read .norr write, he has been one of the most

* t

successful speculators in the meighborhood.of Kansas

v

\todayuworth over.a million dolldrs. About

fourteen yeers ago Splitlog moved t¢ the Iniian ferrltory
and located on £lk Hiver newr the Missouri line, and abcut

four miles from Tiff‘City, and recently he became interost-

ed in a silver mine in Mclonald County, Missouri. With Mis

characteristic energy he pegan operatibns at once., le

-

lired a'mining expert numed B, F, Requa, from Chicago to

- 1 A Y

. euperlntena the operations at the mines, and becomlng

»
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convinced that to déVelop’the mines and ﬁnild up the town of

¢

_ plitlog, a railroad was necessary, he, togegher with nis.

S —— &

: partner in the mines, Mbses w. Clay, commenced nggotiating
¢

-with thopprojectora of the New‘Orléané Natchez &'Font Scott

£

' Railroad Company., and ,soon that company was formed for the
purpose of’ building 8 railroad between the t;rmxnal points
named in their title and running by way of Neosho and Split—
log City. This company being too;slow to meet ‘the vigqrous
ideas of Spligiog and éiay,.they severed their cnnnecnions

with the same, and Mathias\SDlitldg,‘Moées ¥. Clay, George: -

Hubbert and others organlzed the Kansas Cityg Fort Smith an&

- R

Southera Railroad Company, with a capital of 35000,000.00

\%Lf&f—;fer—'———tha——punPOSLoLbuild.ing*a;;e‘,i,l,r,,ongﬁiixtggngg@,:?ﬁ,Qijljg ,

Fort Smith, passing through Splitlog and Neoshé. ~This road
' is now gr;ded for about thirty miles betwéen{Spli%log‘Ciny.
and Jopl;n, and it is only é question of.a few months when
the cars will run southward from Joplin fo Fort Smith, and -
Mathias Splitlog, the millionaire Indian, who is probably

the richest: man of his race will be_known all over the coun—'

[

-

try as the only Indian railrded men in the United States.

-~ N t

~

R . Mr. Splitlog has five c¢hildren---four boys and one gir; o
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and now lives at Splitlog City, MeDonald -County, Missouri. .
- oL, ) . . . ) . : l“._
He is like most men of-his race, very taciturn in his habits, .
LT A . T~ .o - .
seldom speaking in more than monosfllables; still he 1,8 far
B from being disagr=eabls, because s can make_’hims@el’" clearly
understood in very Tew words and ig a good l.i‘st’i ]and,quick
to cateh the point in the discussion of any questicn; and
' when he determines wxhat &mrse to pursue, ‘hé begins't}t once
in the execution of his.pl&hs and nevar ceases until 6 hes .
-’ . K - o ) ' o R . . ‘: ~ -
accomplished his ends. T ‘ . -
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