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. IEDIM DIS0OiIT3KaS.
The following ferious conmunieation has teen obligingly

handed the editors by a merchant of tixis city—tranfmitted
him by a gentleman at 2t» Mary's.

Point Petre , on St. Mary's, in Georgia,
• c • 14th June, 1799'.

Kethlogey, Second Chief of the Maclcafoolsy Indians, inhabit-
ing that part of the Creek land laying on the E*©ntier
of Saft-Florida, delivered the following to James Seagroye,
capt. Kicoll being prefent during the Talk, which was
explained by Robert Allen, Interpreter :

I CQ2S2 by defire of the great King of our tovms, and by

the authority of a l l the principal Chiefs and Headmen of

the fame, to hold a conference with you reipecting fome

affairs v&ich have occafioned alarm and uneafinefs among

our people; and as we have always confidered you to be
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our friend, and: you having promifed our Ration when

you refigned your late appointment of 'Indian Agent, that '
• ( .

you would at any time we required, give your advice to

us when we ftood in need of information*

7/e are now in want thereof, on account of a line

which is running from the Miffiffippi towards the r iver

St. Mary's, and vfoich l i ne , from i t s courfe, w i l l run

through feveral of our towns. That I bejLng informed

only ̂ thirteen days paft , from the mouth of the *Spanifh

officer commanding the Spanifh* garr if on of SU &ark,

near vfoere I l i v e , that there was a line now running by '.

t te Spanifh people and the .Americans, which line would '

run through feveral of the Indian towns, and that a l l of

the Indians that fe l l on the Spanifh fide of the l ine , the

men would be made flaves of to work tie ground for th§

Spaniards, and their wmen and children would be kept

and taken care of;,. and that a l l t h e i r land would be taken

from them* That the faid officer informed me that the

Indians vfoo f e l l into the American fide would-be ferved

in the fame way, ' .

That the Chiefs and people of the faid" Indian towns

received a meffage from Col. Hawkins, about fix weeks

paft, by William Perriman, from Penfacola, defiring the

attendance of Kinhijah, the principal Chief, Thomas
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Perriman another Chief,, and him (Methlogey) to attend a t '

the running of the faid lines as guides; but as \they did

not wifh to fee any line run through t h e i r lands, they

did not'-attend. That having alfo heard from William

>erriman, that-while he was at Penfacola, about fix or

feven weeks paft , there was a meeting in the town, of

the people employed in running the l ine , at which was

prefent Col. Hawkins; that the Indian Chiefs who were

trere , were a l l pointedly oppofed to the lines running

any further for the prefent, than where i t then was, at

the river-Efcombay, near Penfacola, except fome of the

Cowetta Chiefs. That on the Chiefs refufing thei r

coWenVto j-tfa.e l ines progreffing further eaftwa,rd,

Colonel Hawkins declared the line fhould be run if i t

coft the United States one thoufand man, and that on his

t

making this declaration he went off in a rage towards *•

the Cowetta town.

That from thefe extraordinary and unexpected de- '

clarations from the Spanifh Officer and Colonel Hawkins,

the Chiefs and Indian people are led to believe, that a

plan is formed to rob them of t h e i r lands, and to mates

• Slaves of them; to prevent which I em authorifed to make

kno.wn and .declare as the voice of a very great majority

of the Creek Indians , tha t they are determined fooner than
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fubmit to fuch treatment, to engage in a war againft x •

any nation or people, aid fooner facrif'ice their l ives

to a man, than "be robbed of thair lands, which is t h e i r .
• -

only fUpport* »

That from a l l thefe alarms the Indians had become

outrageous, and but for the advice of old and principle*-'

Chiefs, blood would have already been fpil t , as the '

warriors were on the point of falling on the Spaniards;

and alfo of going and driving off, or, Killing thofe

people vfoo were iunning tts line, but from perfuafion

they were reftrained until I could cons down and fee

you to make thefe things knowa, and to get fome fatisfactory

explanation to carry home, for wiiich purpofe I am a l -

lowed only twenty days.

That this is not a- talk of what is , commonly called

the femanolos, it is the voice generally of the Creeks,
i

but* the other three great .nations, namely the Chickafaws,
Chockfaws and Cherokees, that thefe four nations are a l l

now united and were determined to fupport each other,.
e

I aa authorifed to declare that i t is the fincere

defire of a l l my countrymen to live forever in peace with

the people of the United States, and they wifh that every,

difficulty and mifunderftandiiig may be removed that is

likely to difturb the peace or happinefs of either. I

em bound to declare that unlefs I can carry back to the
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nation a fatisfactory easplanatibn of matters, that in

ten days after my. return I think it will be impoffible to

prevent mif chief being done*.

Before I left home our towns had received'talks

from the- other towns in the upper part'of our nation,

informing us, that the Tame or "old Tallaffee King'had

, gone with three hundred warriors to fend Colonel Hawkins

,. out of the nation, and I m confident- that there will

be a war unlefs prevented, by the news I may carry home,

in confequence of ray being fent here, to have your opin-

ion, runners were *difpatched, the fame day I fet off,

to al l the Creek Towns through the nation, to lay ftiff

until my return.

"' I vhave further to inform you, that the Indians in that

part of the nation, where I l ive, have hot feen Colonel

Hawkins, or any of his deputy*s among them, or received

any information from them refpecting the line now run-

«, ning, until called on to attend as guides. That the

Indians are in great ignorance of what is going forward

of intended by the United States, refpectin them. That •

i t evidently qppears to them, that Colonel Hawkins and
4 '

his deputy Timothy Bernard, with others in his employ

taken every means in their power of keeping the Indians

in the datit by deftroying every le t ter or paper they can
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£ their hand's on, whichJthey think can be of life* to . '-

• . the Indiana. ' * ' . ' " '

I t is the wifh of my m t idn , that t ie Talk which '"

I now deliver, may be made known to the Preffdent of
to

the United S ta tes , as fpeedy as poffible, ancfcwhat •

• ' anfwer I may get at the fane time, may be immediately

known through the Creek'land, as alfo to the other tnVel? .̂ ^

nations. I have a. great deal more that I could t e l l you

of, but i t being enjoined on me to re turn as fpeedily

i as poffible, I hope you will difpatch me this day, with

your anfwer, which *is looked for with great anxiety by

my nation, in t h e i r prefent d i f t ra t ted fitvia^io'n.

The nation wil l l e t you hear from them on my get-
i
i

t ing home, arid if your Talk if favorable, 1 have no fear

that we f h a l l ' l i ve i n peace: I f ha l l t a l k no more a t

prefent , and am '

Your fr iend a^id Brother ,
MBIHLOGBY.

I c e r t i f y , t ha t the 'proceeding i s a copy ( in fubftance)
of a ta lk de l ive red by Metnlogey, an Indian Chief, in
my prefence th i s day, a s i n t e r p r e t e d by Robert /Allen,
to James Se,agrove. y ^ *

(Sigxed) \ ^ A. -y. NICOLL,
Capt. l f t Regp. A r t i l l s r y and Engineers, .

P o i n t - P e t r e , 15th June, 1799. '

I c e r t i fy the proceedingYto- be a copy ( in fubftance}
and nearly as poff ibia in words) of a.meffage de l ivered
to me t h i s day by Methlogey, an- Indian. Chief, and t h a t
I have no reafon to doubt of the t r u t h of t h e fame,
having known t h i s Chief for fevera l y e a r s , "and always-
underftood him to be as refpectable among his peop le . -

i>oint-Petre , 15th June, 1799.
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following is £$a exact copy of the Anfwer given to

Mr. Methlogey, .a Chief of the Creek Nation of Indians, l

to a Meffage delivered by htm, in behalf of himfelf

and his nation, to James Seagrove, a t his houfe a t

.Point Petre, on the river St« Mary's, th is day in prefence

of A, ¥". Niooll, Capt. in the army of the United Sta tes ,

and Commandant on the river S t . Mary's.

1 ' Juaa 15th, 179S.

Friend and' Brother, .

. I have liftensd with a t tent ion to a l l that you have

faid, and as you have come a great way from home at the

.defire of your nation, to get my opinion & advice upon ^

- matters which at' this time appear to occafion much. " "T

uneafinefs to tiie people of your country—I fhall therefore

fpealc to you in the language of freedom and t ru th ; and

the advice \mich I fhal l give you, wil l be founded on
i *

pure difinterefted principles of'friendfhip for the

inhabitants of tha Creek land, and a defire of feeing -

them live in paace with the people'of the United States*

Brother—It i s now upwards of three years fince I

have declined a l l public employment; and i t is my de-

-termination never again to enter into any, efpecially in

the Indian Department* But Kl fixxT from what you-have juft

faid, t£at there is a ftorm ready to burft , on the heads
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of innocent people of your country and mine; which

to prevent ought to be the daty of every good nan e i ther

in public or private l i f e . And as 1 promifed my Indian

friends (when I parted with them) that whenever they fee

fi t t6 ca l l on me for advice, I would give i t to them to

the beft of my underftanding, and as t Jhat of one

exceedingly defirous of fupporting peace and good neigh-
v

borhood, between our refpective countries.

ft>u t e l l me t i a t the boundaiy line 'Which is now run-

ning by the Americans and -Spaniards, from the Miffifippi

towards the St . Kary*s, occafions great alarm and .

uneafinefs in your nation; and you wifh to have that

bufinefs fully explained to you: This I wil l do in as

brief and plain a manner as in my power.

Some years paft the United States of America and the

King .of Spain, made a Treaty, thereby defcribing the

terr i tory of each otxer, and the privileges that the. people

of each nation fhould enjoy, without incroachment or

injury to e i ther party. , This, my f r i en i , you muft-allow

was wife and. ju f t , and tha t without fuch being done,

neighboring nations could not long enjoy the bleffings

of peace~.

You and "all the Creek people muft ]fcnow, that the great

^ ^ a n d
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American fe^tlements, on the weft f idej and t t a t t h a

Spanifh nation hath long, and f t i l l do poffefs the

feacoaft from the Miffifippi to S t . Mary's. * I t there -

fore became absolutely neceffary, that i t should be

clearly; and well underftood how far their t e r r i t o ry or

government Extended back, from the fea, coaft into the

country. For th i s purpofe there i s an a r t i c l e in the

treaty made between the United States and Spain, which -''

fays, that a line fhal l begin on the Miffif ippi , at or

near the Katches (or in more exprefs terms) at the

nothermols part of the 31ft degree of north l a t i t u d e , which

line fhould run in an Baft d i rec t ion , un t i l i t ftruck

the Chatahouchee, and from thence to S t . E'-ary's. In

order to carry into effect th is part of the t r ea ty with

Spain, it was thought advifeable to matte the Creek people

acquainted therewith: for tliis and'bther purpofes, a

treaty was held at Colerain, on the St. IZary's^in

June"1796, between the United States and the Creek Nation,

at wnicja time and place , was prefent a greater number of

Kings and pr incipal Chiefs, than had ever been known at-

any former t r e a t y ; i t was agreed by them," that the be-

forementioned line fhould be run whenever the Prefident

of tbe -United S ta tes , and the1 King of Spain fhbuld fee

f i t , and that th i s agreement fhould not be forgot, an

ar t ic le was inferted in the faid Treaty made a t Colerain, .

the following wards;
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Article 5th»—"V/henever the Prefident of the United

"States of America and the King of Spain may deem i t

"advifable to make,the boundary line which feparates

"their t e r r i t o r i e s , the Prefident fhall give notice there-

"of to the Creek Chiefs, who will furnifh two principal

"Chiefs, and twenty hunters, to'accompany the perfons

"employed on this bufinefs, as hunters, and guides from "•

"the Choc taw country, to the head of St. i iary 's . ' The '

"Cniefs fhall each receive half a dollar per day, and

"the hunters one charter of a dollar per day, and am-

"munition, and a reasonable value for the meat deliver-

e d by them for the ufc of the.perfons on t h i s fervice ."

• So that my friend, you fee by the preceding a r t i c l e

entered into by your Nation, they agree to the running

of this Hfe^vhich now appears to create to much alarm

and uneafinefs among you. I have been told that feve-

ral of your chiefs who figned faid treaty (which now •

lays before ma) whole names and characters I well know,

fay that they know nothing of i t . This, I am forry to

hear of my old friends, who ought to have remembered
. . • . . . t ^ . . . % :'•'.•

what they have done, and whojHghl;*^ hiVe-made tfce , —^

fane known to a l l futch of t h e i r 'Countrymen as was not

^at the Treaty, and . the reby , they^jrould have prevented

the uneafinefs tha t has a r i f e n from a want of mat ters
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being explains d'»

I was prefent at Cole ra in when your Kation agreed* ' '

to Is.t this line^be run, agreeable to "our Treaty with.
* **

Spain; & if I had then fuppofed it poffible, that the-run-
• - - * >

ning of this line could in any way injure your rat ion, or

endanger your land of property, I cer ta inly fhould have

made i t known, and guarded /our Chiefs againft i t , i t
** '• *

being my duty then fo to do; but I do declare to you,
1 * '

and the whole of CreekrKation, that I then and f t i l l do,

confider the running of faid l ine , as quite harmlefs to

your interefJjSj and purely intended to fix the line of

terri tory and jur isdict ion between tha United States

and toe ^panifh governnent. " *

.Vnoever t e l l s /our people, or endeavours to lead

them 'aftrsy,' from tlB opinion I now give you5, cannot

be- you* friend, &. therefore muft do i t from ignorance,

' or wiiat is worfe, a»vicious defire of feeing your Nation

involved in a ruinous war, which I pray-Jod you may

have'wifdom and forefight, in time to difcoverrand pre1-
* * >

vent fuch a calamity. , ' . r

That y-opr nation fhould betslarroed for th9 i r fafety,,
< . •

after hearing fuch. declarations from the Spanifh officer

at St, Hary rs, arid others, I do not alb a l l wonder at;—

But as they are now fully and truly wa£ori)ed of this
* • .' '

buffijyjfs, i hope"1 they wi l l act with wifdom and make .
1_
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vent the fmalleft injury to any perfon either White or'

Bed people. • .

' / From the experience I have had in the line of the In-
\ • , A 1\

disn bufinofs, I can with the "utmoft confidence declare

to the Creek people, that I know it lo be the fincere,
and. unaltered defire of^tT&IPref ident, a.nd ever/ "branch,

of the government of tha United Sta tes , to pfreferve *
f - * i

• - . » » . .

peace snd good underftanding with them, and a l l t te

Indian I r i be s , and to promote by ev^ry means in the i r

'power, the i r profperity as a people. As alfo to preferve

and giard their lariis and property enti-re to them,-™-

'And that the gavernmant of the United States n6ver

will .take a foot. Of land- from the Indians, without the i r

own free wi l l and confent being firf 't obtained: Neither

will they fuffe'r sny 'o f tn s i r people to intrude on. them

or. in any refpeof injure them or the i r peoperty, whilft

the Indians continue to conduct with peace and friend-

fhip towards the United Sta tes . ""^
K

From your Talk juft delivered', ard the fame appear-

ing to be the voice of the people^of /our towns near to

V9hich.it is eSpected^the line will run; 1 find~that you
. • . ^ _ •

and they do not unde r f t and the r e a l i n t e n t and meaning
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of this -line, vfaich truly is no raore than in order (as I

have faid before) to afcertain tte limits, to which the ,

government and. laws of tra-United States and Spain

fhall extend;' and not wi-th any view or intention of
f • ' '

r j

taking f/om any of-the Indian Sribes," one fingle foot of -
r

tlieir lands. ^Anotha'r principal defign of this 1-iae', is to

have it exactly /o\own, what Indians and Indian lands • •

are v/ithin tm Territory of the United States of Ameri-

CE and Spain; in order tbat tee Indians <and theair pro-

perty, fhould receive fuch protection and'fupport from,

tbe .nation within whofe territory tijey may appear to

be, as is ftipulated by'exift^ng Treaties between^tiB

white' people and tm Indians %

From.what I have faid, I truft that ny Creek friends

will fee that the Tine which gives them fo much uneafi-

nefs, at this time, is of no conference to them. For

what injuVy can fuch a line do tfteio, when tbey will
t -

en^oy their lands on eitifcar fide of i t , as they have done
i -.

when there was no fuch l i n e .

.Than your-old f r ienis the ginglifh people livBd in

America, and the Spaniards in Florida, this fans boun-

dary line.was agreed on between tbam, and was narked
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dn a l l t h e i r T rea t i e s , and though i t was not ac tua l ly '

~ marked on t h e ' T r e e s , f t i l l i t was marked in the papers

*of both R a t i o n s , and W them well underftood., I b e - p

"l ieve that on enquiry among your old people , you w i l l

find th is to be the ca fe . The l ine tha t is now about to

be marked" by the Spanifh and American governments,

• 7 ' • •

is merely to prevent at«.a future day, any mifunderftand-

ing, in not knowing how far the government of-either

extended, without having any view to lands.

Lines of a fimilar kind are eftablifhed between a l l

white nations, whereby wars and much injury i s pre-

vented.' The Americans and Englifh have marked fuch

a line between their t e r r i t o r i e to tiie no.rth; and that

line runs thru the lands of numerous t r ibes of Indians,
who find not the fmalleft-inconvenience therefrom, Tnefe

L i
things I f ta te to you, las fur the;: proofs that no harm can

arife to. tiie Creek Ration,; from the line in queftion

being runor msrted*
i

it gives me- great pain that anir fuch uneafinefs fhould

have! ar if en in the minds of my Indian f r iends , whereby

it.ee peace and happinefs of them, .and the people of th i s

country fhould be in danger: but trom what has been faid

by me1 at this time, I hope a l l uneafinefs and fufpicion

will be removed from their minds; and t te ' t *they w i l l
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act w i th temper, prudence,- and wifdom, and avoid '

thereby, p r e c i p i t a t i n g themfelves', and t h e i r numerous

offspring in a War wi th the white peop*I%, which, you,

and every Chief antf '.Varrior i n your land, muft be

fenfible w a l d end in t h e i r overthrow, arid t o t a l ' r u i n .

IZy Fr iend, on your r e t u r n home, i t is my adv ice , *
it

that,not a moment be lo f t , in difpatching runners to a l l

parts of your Nation, to inform of this advice, 'and as

^iven by a Father to his Children, and enjoin on them,

as tiBy regard, their future profperity* that they wil l

not be gui l ty of any rafh aot , or fuffer blood to be f p i l t ,

ewhich if once commenced, God only Icnows where i t my c
fa-*

end. According to your requeft, I wil l fend off to-mor-

row, an account of wrat hath ts.ien place between us ,

to the Prefident of t t e U. S ta tes , and alfo tie Governor

of Georgia. , ^ •' ., ,

I have nQ influence wi th , or authori ty over the people- f *-

wnu are running t i e l i ne , or I would reconanend i t to

them to go no further, un t i l the opinion and pleafure of

the Prefident of the United States , fhould be known:
f

iiut fhould thefe people continue to run and mark the • .• .

l ine, i t i s my advice that your people do not hinder or ^

difturb them in fo doing, aa i t cannot hurt any body. .
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As to your complaint a gainft "Colonel Havficins^the

fuperintendant, and ids Deputies i\ is a matter on wnich"""^

I can give no opinion, i t being my fole object to endea-

vour tofpreferve peace between pur countries and to

avoid ary thing perfonal.
v • t

Should your nation receive the advice I now give theca,

with friendfhip, and adoptf the fame, i t wi l l give m
t

hear t fe l t ' f a t i s f act ion, and enabla m in future, to t

fubfcribe -myfelf the i r real friend, and devoted humble
f ervant,

JiMiS SEAGSOVE.
Tojtethlogy, Chief of, Mackafookey town, and through

him to a l l whom i-t may concern.

K0T3V This is an exact l i t e r a l copy. Anyone reading this
should keep -in mind tiie fac t that "f" is used for t t e l e t t e r
"s" —Typist.


