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By Meil.

B ' . Important Doduments ..
a Savannah, June 28.
&Y
I}‘DIA.I\ DISCOK‘L..M‘::.
The following ferious communication has teen obligingly
handed the editors by a merchamt of this city-—~tranfmitted
himn by a gentleman at ot Mary Ss

. Point Detre, on St. Mery's, in ueorgia,
14th June, 1799.
etnlogey, Second Chief of the Mackafooky Indians, innebit-
ing that part of the Creek land laying on the PFrentier
of Eaft-Floride, delivered the following to Jamés Seagrove,
cept. Xicoll being prefent during tle Talk, which was
explained by Robert Allen, Interpreter:

I COME by defire of the great ¥ing of our towns, and by
the emthority of all the principsl C.hiefs and Hoedmen of
the fams, to hold a-conference with you refpecting fome

affairs which nave occefioned alarm and uneafinefs among

. our people; end as we have always confidered you to ba
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our friend,' and y.ou having pi'omifed our Nation when

Jou refigned.y_oﬁr léte sppointme;xt of "Indiian Agent, that 7

you would at any time we required, give your .advice to 7

us when we ftood in need of informe tion, !
we are now in want tvhereof, on sccount of & line

which is mnning from tee Miffiffippi towards the river -

St.. Mary's, and vwhich lire, from its courfe, will run

through feveral 9f our towns. Thet I t;e,ing inf ormed

ofxlthifteen days paft, from the mout‘h of the “Spanifh

officer commending the Sp-anifh' gar;ifon of St. lark,

near wnsere I live, that there was a lime now'mnning by ‘

tle Spenifh people and tlke Americens, ﬁ‘nich line would

run throsgﬁ feverel of the Indian towns, and that all -of

the Indians tkat fell on the Spanifh fide of tne line, the

men would be made ‘fl.aves of to work the ground f?r thd

4

Spaniards? and ;peir wmen and caildren would: be 'kept
and;%\aken care ‘o;‘; v,a,nfi that &ll their land would be teken
’from thems That thmid officer informed me that the
Indiax{s who fell iz’ztcg the American fide would-be ferved
in the fame way.

That the Chiefs end people of the faid Indian towns
received s méffage from Col. 3av&cim , about fix weeks

paft, by Willian Perrimsn, from Penfacola, defiring the

attendance of Kinhijah, the principal Chief, Thomas

e et s e <
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Perriman another Chief, and him (Methlogey) to attend at®

the running of thé feid lines a2s guidesy but_as~§§a>f aid

not wifh to fee any line rum through the-ir lands, they

did not-attend., Thet heving alfo heerd from #illiem
‘?Perriqxan, tnat-while he was at Penfacols, about fix or

feven weoks paft, there was & n;éeting in the town, of

the psople employed in ;unning the line, at w‘hich was

prefent Col. Haﬁins; trat tie Indian Chiefs who were'
tiere, were 21l pointedly dppofed to the lines running

any fwrter for the prefent, then v}here it then was, at

the river- Efcombay, nsar Penfacola, except fome of the
Cowetta Chiefs. Thet on the Chiefs refufing their

Colonel Hawkins declared the lire fhould be run if it

coft the United States one thouééni mn, and thaet on his
makipgvv?ii declaration he went of £ in a rage towavrds' I
the Cowetta town. |

That from thefe extraordinary sand unexpected de=- / '

clarations from the Spanifh Officer and Colonel Hawkins,

tis Chisfs and Indian people are led to beliéve, that ai

plén is formed to x:ob them of their lands, and to maks

Slaves of tiem; %o prevent which I am authorifed to meke

_known and declare &s the voice of & irery great majority

of the Creek Indisms, that they sre detemimed fooner then

e s e et e e N e e e e

- . e S O U



. ’ ' ’ | Sy

\ I i &

" CLARK, STANLEY A. C% DOCUMENT'S. 13867, :
fubmit to fuch treatment, to engage in a war ageinft

any mation or people, @md fooner facrifice their lives

to & men, than be robbed of their lands, which is their.

L)

only fupport. ‘ &
Th'a.t'from all thefe alarms the Indians ned become
outregeous, axd but for the advice of old am principle-f‘
Cniefs, blood would have already been fpilt, as the ¢
warriors were on the poimt of falling on the Spaniards;
and alfo of going and driving of £f, or xilling thofe
people who were runni'ng the line, but from perf:u‘afio;l
they'were reftrained until I could come down and ffae
you to make thefe things known, and to get fome fatisfactory
explanation to carry home, far which purpofe I am ale
lowed only twénty dgys « , Q
That this is not & talk of what is commonly called
the femanolos, i; is the voice generally of the Creex:s,
but- the other three grest, nations nemely the Chickafaws,
Chockfaws and Cherokees, that théfe four nations are all

-

now united and were determired to fupport each ot her.
| Iam ;thorifed to declare that it is the fincere
defire of all my countrymen to live forever in péace with
the people of the United Stateg, and they wifh ‘that every .
difficulty end mifunderftending mey be removed that is
likel_y to difturdb the psace or happinefs of 9ither. I

gn boumd to declare that unlefs I ca.n carry back to ths

[N e e e PR , e
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natio’x’l a flézt’is(fac;:ory explanation of matters, }ﬂaat' in
ten days after my return I think it will be lmpoffible to
prevent mifchief being done.. , ‘
Ba'fore I left home our towns hed recei\’ved' tailf.s _
~ from the otier towns in tle upper part-of our mation,
informmg us, that tha Tame or o(ld Tallaffee King :had
. gome with tiree hundred warriors feni Colonel Hawkins
. out of the ration, and I an confident.' that there will
be a war unlefs prevented by the news 1 may carry home, ‘
in confequence of my being fént Iere to have your opin-
ion, i't;nners were -difpatched, tie fame day I fet off, '
to 81l the Cresk Towhs tirough the ration, to lay £tiff
until my return.
" I lave furtier to inform you, thet the Indians in that
part of the nation, where I live, have hot feen Colonel
. '
Hawkins, or eny of his deputy's among them, or recaived
sny 1nfornai*;ion from ttem refpecting the line now mune
= ning, until called on to attend as guides.. That theﬂ
Indiens are. in grest ignorance of Wh&t/ is going forward
of intended by the United States, refpecting them.  Thet
it evidently g poars tc them, tmet Colonel Ilawkins and
his deputy Timothy Bernard, with others in his employ

taken every mesns in their power of keseping the Indiansg

in the dexc by deftroying every letter or paper they can

e e A e e e s St s <t e Sy e e s | i e ottt e | e v ars e A+ g g <0 b Ao o St 2 ke e
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lgy, their hands oh, Which they think can be of ufe” to .
G PR [

. the Indians., ' - '

, ¢

It is the wifh of my mtidn, thet tbe Telk waieh '
I now delivér, may be mede knmg'n to tl;e Prefident of
the United States, as fpeedy as poffibls, and whét -

"anfwer 1 may get a2t the feme tims, may be mmfedlately

.
v "'r" )

nown through the Creek land, as glfo to tbe oth.er tﬁré%'@""% 7
2 4 .

nations. I have a great dezl more that I could tell you

of, but it being enjoined on me to return as fpeedily

-

., as poffible, I hope you will difpatch me t his dey, with
sour anfwer, which is looked for with great anxiety by
my ration, in their prefent diftracted fituwetidn,

The mtion will 18t you hear from them on my get-

ting home, and if yow Telk if favorable, I nave no feer

&

that we fhall-live in peace: I fhall telk no more ‘at

prefent, and am

N Your friend ehd Brotisr,

METHLOGEY, f‘

1 certify, that tne preceading is & copy (in fubftance)
‘of a talk delivered by Hethlogey, an Indien Chief, in
my prefence this dgy, &s i terpreted by Robert Al’len,
to James Seagrove. .
(Sigmed) = A.-Y. NICOLL, .
Capt. 1ft Regt. Artillery and Engineers, =
. Point~Petre, 15th Jume, 1799,

I certify the preceeding\to be & copy (in fubftance)
and nesrly as poffible in words) of a meffage delivered
to me this dgy: by Methlogey, an Indian Chief, and that
I have no reafon to doubt of the truth of the feme,
having known this Chief for feveral years, “and always -
underftood him t be as refpectabls among his peoples

a JAMES SEAGHOVE..

Point-l’etre 15th June, 1799,
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..'mie following is &n qxfact copy ‘of the Anfwer given to .
Cr. Methlogey, .& Cl_liaf“of the ‘Creek-‘Nation of Indians, '
to & Meffage delivered by him, in behalf of himfelf
ard his nétion, to James Seagrove, &t his houfe ‘af.;
Point Petre, on the river St. Msry's, this day in prefence
‘of A Y. Nicoll, Capt. in tie srmy of the United States,
and Corr}mand«ant‘ on the river St. Mery's. ,
/ B ’ Jure 15th, 1798,
Priend and Brother, ' '
.1 have liftemd wi;:h attention to all that you have
faid, and as you have come a great way from home at the
.defire of your nation, to get my opinion & adhce upon
. xmatters which at this time zppear to*occafion much . -
uneefinefs to the people of yowr country--I fhall ths’refore'
fpeak to ,you in the language of freedom and truth; and

> ap

the advice wnich I fnall give you, will be founded on

~ pure difinterefted prmniples of * friendfhip for the
inhsbitents of the Creek }and, and a defire of feeing
them iive in peace wi th thne people of the United Statess .

Brot her—~It is now upwards of thres years fince I

have declinsd all“,public employment ; end it is my de~
-‘temﬁation never agsin to enter into any, efpecially in
the Indian Depertment: But I fini' from whet you have juft’

faiql, t;nt there is a ftorm rea.dy to burft, on the heads

PN

' " ) °
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of innocent people of your cguntry Qnd mine; which
to preven;; ought to be Jthe arty of every goed man eit:her
in public or private life. And as I izromifed my Indien
friends ('when I parted with them) that whenever they fee
fit t6 call on me fof advice, I would give it to them to
the beft of nw undérftgndizé, and as t at of one
exXcaedingly defirous of fu\pporting peabe and good neigh-
borhood, between our refpective countries. ‘
You tell me t:at the bothdazy line which is now mn;
ning by the Americens and -Spaniards, from the Miffifippi
towvards the St. I:Iary's,\ occafions great aiarm anmd |
-uneafinefs in }our nation; end you wifh to mve that
" bufinefs fully explainsd to you: This I will do in as

brief end plein & manner ss in my power. -

Some years paft the United States of Zmerica and the

’

Kii,of Spain, made & Treaty, thereby defcribing the
ter

of each nstion fhi)ixld enjoy, without incroschment or

-

' B ’ H .
itory of each otmr, and the privileges that tha people

injury to either party. . This, my friemd, you muft-allow

was wife amd juft, and that without fuch being dons,
neighboring nations could not long enjoy the bleff‘ings

of peace.

You and 'all the Creek people muft know, that the great

197

~

- river Mi\f‘fifippl,‘ 18 the limo between the Spanifh and
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American f&ttlement 8.., on the weft fide; and tiat-the
; sﬁan}fh retion hath long, and £till do poffefs the

feacoaft fro:tm Miffifippi to St. Mary'se« It there-
fore became abso?.utely neceffary, tiat it should be
clearly; and well underftood how far tki;air territary or
éovernment axtended back, from the fes, coaft into the
country. For this purpofe there is an article in the
treaty made between the United States and Spain,; which
fays, that a line fhall begip on the Miffifippi, et or
near the Natches (or in more exprefs terms) at the
nothermols pert of the 31ft degree of north latitude, wlhich .
line fhould n;n in an Eaft direction, until it ftruck

the Chatahoucnee, and from thence to St}..mry's. In
_order to carry into effect this part of the treaty with
Spain, it was thought advifeable to mexe the Creek people
acqueinted therewiths for this and®other purpofes, a

" treaty was held at Colerain, on the St. kary's in

Jgne'l?%, betweeﬁ the United States snd the Creek Nation,
at wnica timgx and place, was prefent & greater numbér of
Kings and principal Chiefs, thsn had ever been known‘at-.
any former treaty; it was agreed by tlem," that ;.hs‘ be~
farementioned line fhould be mun whenever the Prefident

of tine'United States, and the® King of épai;m fhimld foe
fit, and tmat this sgreemsnt fhpuld not be i:orgot, an

~ article was inferted in the faid Treaty mede at Colerain, .

s e - r'y

hic. o 1 the following w‘ordsi
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Article 5th,--"Whenever the Prefident of tbhe United

"Stetes of America and the King of Spain mey deem it

radvifable to make tlhe boundary line which feparates

"ﬁkBir territ ories, tls Pref{:ient fha1~1 give notice there~

nof to the Creek Chiefs, who will furnifh two ﬁr‘fncigal

"Chiefs, and twenty hunters, to accompany the perfons

"employed on this bufinefs, as hgh_ters, and guideé from e

"the Chocta'w country, to the head of St. Mary's. ~ The

nCniefs fhall each receive half a dollar per day, and

"the hunters one quarter of a dollar per dsy, and am-~

- r

fa

"munition, end & reafonsble valus for tle mest deliver-

-

"ed by tioem for the ufc of the perfons on this fervice."
. So thet my friemi, you fee by the preceding article -
entered'ihto by yo{zr Nation, they agree to the running

of this liféjrwhich now zppesrs te create to much alerm
R o o d

LRSS .
and uneafinefs among you. I have been told that feve-

rel of your chiefs ‘Who figned faid treaty (which now
lays befare me ) whole nemes and characters I well know,

fay that they know nothing of it. This 1 am forry to ~
near of my old friends, who ought to bhave remembered
. : [ e
. -ﬁ' k l‘,?{v‘),f.‘ N '._
wnst they have doms, and who ‘gvghf%’ rdve-mads the . 'S

\')
'\—A...i\’% pre

a3

feme known to all futch of the'i;"ébunt‘ryﬁ:en as was not

“at the Treaty, and thereby, tley.sould have prevented
-

the uneafinefs that has arifen from a want of niatters

- 13
n-

¢

e e e e e A — A e e e e
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being explgined:
. : o

1 was prefent at Colerain when your Na’oion" agreed”™

to lat this lire, be run, ag,reeable to’ our ’l‘raaty with
& »

Spain~ & if I hed thenm fuppofed it poffidle, that the- run-

. &
ning of this line tould in any wsy injure yow Yation, or
~ ~
endarger your land or property, I certamly fhould have

made it known, and guarded Jow Cmefs agalnft 1t, it

belng my duty then £o to do; but I do declare to you,
b
and tha whols of Creeklt“l\.atwn, that I then and ftill do,

Lad

confider the running of faid ;1m, as qui‘te narmlefs to

your 1ntere§ts; and purely intended to fix the line of

»

_territory end jurisdiction between tis United States

" at St. Nary's, and others, I & not"siall wonder atjw—

»Me.mrx;em_eay_ofwand.inmedLar..e.vexa;;ion_t,oﬂpr_e:w i

- z

end tee Spanifh government, 4

fMoever tells Jour people, or endeavoux;s to lead

trem Taftr'se}',‘ from tIs opinior I now give yow, ceannot
&' : B

be. your friem, & therefore muft do it from ignorance,

or wuat is worfe, aivicious defire of feeing yowr Nation
involved in & ruinous war, which I prey-jod you may

have'wifdom‘angi forefight, in time to difcover, snd pre-

»

vent fuch e calamity. k - T ‘

-

Thet yopr nation frould belslarmed for their fafety,
" ¢ . . .

N

after hearing fuch declarations from the Spanifh officer

?
But ss they sre now fully agd truly ¥ormed of this
buffinefs, I hope they will act with wifdom and meke o

"
NS

-
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vent the fmelleft 1njury to any perfon either \Vhlte or

~

Red peonle .

-

",

* From tha experience I have had in the linme of the In-

’4 [N S

dien bufmefs, I cen w1tn the ‘utmoft conf u,.ence declare

Yo the Creek pedple, that I know it Yo be the fincers,

A

ard. unaltered defire of THe ¥refident, axd every brench

- -

of the govermment of tls United States, to preferve =+

peace snd good underftending with them, and all the - )

Indien TIribes, and to promote by every megns in their

"power, their profpemty as & people. 4s elfo to ﬁreferve

and gnard tnelr le.ms end propsrty entire to tnem.-—

‘And that the gavemmant of the Ungteo. St?.tes néver

will téke s foot.of lend-from the Indiens, without their
o ¥ .

own free will and confent being firft obtai.ned:x Neither

will they fuffer eny of- tnaxr pecple to mtrude Qn them

or. in any refpect’ injure tne'n or tneJ.r peoperty, whilft

\&
the Indians continue to cor.duct with pea'ce and friend-

fhip towerds the Unitéd States. .

[y

-

From your Talk juft delivered, ard the fmne sppesr-

ing to be the voice of tle people/ of yjouwr towns neer to
&

Woich it is efpected.the line will min; 1 find thst you

and they do not underftand the resl imtent and meening

.‘ '
\.'5‘

~

'.201 /
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of thié dins, wh'icll truly is n6 mnore tha,iz' in_ordexf‘ (&s 1
nave fald before) to afcertain tle limits, to which the L
goverhme'nt and laws of tre-United States and Spain
fnsll exte;nﬁ.;' and not with any view or intent_ion. of
taking 'ri;roni ar;ywof;‘cbe Ind;ian Frides, om fingle foot of -
their .l:aﬁds. <Anot har'f principal defign of this line is to
heve it exactly KI\OWI‘.,. whet Inciians end Indian lands -« -
are within toe Territory of the United States of' hmeri-

, .k
ce end Spain; in order tiat tis I,nd:ians end thedr pro-
‘perty, fhould raceive fach protection end ‘fupport from.
. the .ation wi thin whofe territory tiey mey sppesar to
. . . >
be, as is ftipulated by exiftirng Treaties betwsensths

white people and tnme Indiens.

From what I have faid, I truft thet my Creek friends

=

will fee that tke Tine which gives them fo much uneefi=

nefs, at this time, is of no confeéuence to them. For

wh;t;i.nj'@:;— éan i‘uch a ij.ne do .ﬂieﬁ, when they will

enjoy their lands on qit‘r.er fide of it, a8 tney have done

when there wa:s.'no fuch lime. ~
vhen yowr old friends the Erglifh people' lived in

, America, and the Spaniards in Florida, this fame boun-

dery line wes agreed on between thém, and was rarked
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An 211 their Tresties, am tholgh it was not actuelly -

. merked on the Trees, ftill it wes merked in the pepers

&

~of both Nations, snd by them well underftood. I be= °

ks »

#lieve that on enq'.iiry among your old paople, you will

£ind this to be the cafe, The line thet is now about to

be marked by the Spanifh and Americen goverments,
is merely %o prevent at,a future dey, eny mifunderfiand-
ing, in not xnowing how fer the govermmrt of' either

&

.extewhded', without having any view to lends. B

. Lines of & fimilar kind are eftablifhed between sll

white nations, Waerei\)y wars and much injury is pre=
vented. The Avericens and Englifh pave mersed fuch

: . ‘ .-
& line between their territorie|to the north; sand that

[

line runs "chru the laxlds of numgrous tribes of Indiens,

who find not tle ﬁ;lall\eft .inconvenience therefrow., Thefe

v l
trings I fteis to you,|as further proofs that no harm cen

arife to, tae Creek Natilon, from ire in queftion

H

i being mn or msrked, v

, \ - : 7 .
't giveg me great pain tiet any fuch uneafinefs fhould

- have| arifen in the minds of my In ia"z\z friends, whereby
itoe peace and hsppinefs ;)f tbem, snd the psople of this
: coum;rgn fhould be i-,n danger: but rom what has been faid .
by me~l at this éime, I‘ hope all u;xe‘ f'i‘.;xefsvand fufpiecion

will be removed from ‘vt.}::teir minds; and tie't they will

SR
o
| |
| |
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got with teirxper, prudencey and wifdom, and avoid = .

thereby, precipitating themfelves, and their numerous

-

offspring in e War with the white mopﬁ%;- which you,
and eveiy}l Chief anr} ’,Varr.ior' in your land, muft be
fenfible vbulc}. end‘;n teir 'ov’erthrow and’ t;otal’"ruin.
..y Friend, on your retu_i'n nome, it is my advice, ¢
that ,not\‘a moment be loft, in difp‘e.tching run;xers to all

perts of your Nation, to infarm of this edvice, and as

Ed

given by & Father to his Childfen, and en,join on tnem,
5s trey regsrd treir future profperity, that they will
not be guilty of emy rafh act, or fuffer blcod to be fpilt,

whick if once commenced, God only knows where it my ‘ .

L=

end, According to your requeft, I will fend off tp-mor~

row, an account of wnat hath teken place between us,

to the Prefident of tis U. Statec, and alfo tke Governor

of Georgia. . ) < o v
I have nQ inf;uéme with, or suthority over the people- \‘

who sre running tie lime, or I WE\ild feéommend it to

~ them to go no fur ther, uﬁtil the opinion end plqafure of

the Prefident of the United States, fould e tmown:

But fhould thefe people continue to run and mark the - -

line,a it is my edvice tmt prour people do not hinder or

difturd them in fo doing, as it cennot hurt eny body.

e e e e e et e e e —ms —
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r

B8 to yow complaint egainft Colonel Ha\m'cins.,ihe'

\\

'-fup'erintemiant, and his Deputies it is = matter on waich ™~
I cen give no opinion, it being my fole object to endee—

vour to’préferve peace between our countries and to

r

avoid eny i:h'ing perfonal ‘

¢

Should your metion receive the advme I now gwe toem,

- with friendfhip, and adopt’ the feme, it Will give me

'

heartfelt'fatisfaction, and enabls ms in future, to .

-

fubferibé . myfelf their real friend, and devoted humble

fervant,
.~ ' JaM £S5 SEAGROVE.

To‘vh&ethlogy, Chief of Nackafookey town, and through
him to all whom it may concern. ’

FOTZ: This is an exact litersl copy. dnyone reading this
should keep in Mind the fact that "f" is used for the letter
“S“ ~~Typiste

?

b gt A e e e -
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