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EARLY HISTORY OF THS 0HEROK1B3
By J," 0* Starr,(now deceased)
' Paper written in 1903.

The founding of the early colonies embraced

all of that region south from Chesapeake bay to

Florida, end wes* from the shores of the Atlantic,

to the father of waters* Within this vast area dwelt

the Oherokees, a A confederated and closely allied

tribes. Tradition haa It %\i&% §i? waiter HsieSsh ws«

welcomed by this powerful Cherokee nation when he

landed in Virginia, and It was from them he learned

of tobaoco and Its soothing effects* It WAB by the

Cherokees thnt Capt* John Smith, of historic fame,

was taken captive, and it was through the Interces-

sion of a Cherokee maiden, Pooahontas, that his life

was spared •-
«

Of course a l l of -tills Is merely traditional,

having be®n handed, down by word of meuth, from on©

generation to another from ancient times, until the

present day. There i s no recorded history inr support

of these claims*
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Oglethorpe treated with the Qherokeet before

he made the first ill fated attempt to found his

colony in Georgia* They were haughty, though hospi-

table, docile, though ajjiok to resent injustice, and

those characteristics are as marked today among the

Oherokees as they were when Governor Oglethorpe and

hi8 colonist sought to establish their plantations

along the Georgia coast*

A Governs© at Established

As Xihe colonies gained in population and de-

velopment, the domain of the Oherokees diminished at

a corresponding ratio* The steady persistent encroach-

ments were stubbornly resisted, and finally a series

of fierce and bloody wars between the colonies and the

Indians, the rightful owners of the lands, ensued. In-

veriably the Oherokees were defeated, but defeat only

served to intensify their war-like spirit; and from

tiiae to time, they ventured forth from the mountain

fastness and made heavy reprisals upon the frontier
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and isolated ^ettla.'^entso But eventually the Indians

were subjected. >'.'ith t h e i r pr imit ive weapons of war-

fa re^ i t was f u t i l e to contend againot the muskets of

t leir adversaries* Overpowered but not conquered they

laj* dovra t h e i r arms, a>>8 entered in to a t r ea ty of peace

with Great Br i t a in .

*' Missionaries then went among the Cherokees, i n -

s true t ing tiien In the pr inc ip les of the Christian--

re l ig ion , and in the a r t s and usages of c i v i l i z a t i o n ,

Endowed with the superior order of i n t e l l i g e n o e ^ t h e

Oh©.rokees were quick to grasp th-ftse things which were '

go-̂ d,\ a:̂ d t he i r advancement froii savagery to a higher

plane was rap id . They formulated and establ ished a

Gov^rniaent for themselves,and enacted laws and en-

forced the sane with a rigor and sever i ty which would

have rejoiced the staunchest Puri tan hea r t .

Their t rea ty with the English remained i n v i o l a t e ,

and in the early French and 'Indian wars, which follow-

ed, the Cherokses. as a l l i e s rendered the Br i t i sh grea t

serv ice . In appreciat ion of t h i s se rv ice , and of t he i r
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f i d e l i t y , Oreat Br i ta in r^c^fcnlT.*"* tb* Oberokoee

«« Independent «n«j d r i l l e d v®')plQt t̂ifl in ^tta

r e lo t i nns with then n>'-s«rV«?'l flJI th« deorujm ^nd

that imp employed »n I t s r«Jn t inns wi t>' tl'R hlp;h

powers of p.nr'M^« ^n th« Povnlnt? 'mr • ««r fcho

trie TPT-II ' IH "nietp n'» H t t l ° tr'»»ihl«»-.

n<1*r*in'J'»nr»''» "f {U

oo^'pi 1.pbed, nn'l th« HnitPd

I tshed, tho Ohernke'-'S foro-swore t h s i r

r\Q, Indentnd"r;t.Tower

the

tn i t ^11 Hxa rlrfit.R, prlvllesreg,

th«t had hpen c n n f p r r ^ I\,<iT*»aJ; n r{ t« ln .

Tli^ f l r p t t r«ntv between the United S t a t e s

and the Oherokees was oonoJ-udpd on Novenib«r S?., 1785,

a t Hopewell, on ths Reowee r i v e r , and was between the

X

0
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head-rnon and warr iors of the na t ion , and Benjamin Haw-

k ins , Andrew Piokens, Joseph Martin and Lachlane

Mclntosh, oommlssioners of the United S ta tes*

The a r t i c l e s of agreement r e c i t e d .th». t WIRie

ooranissi.oners p len ipo ten t i a ry of the United S t a t e s ,

in congress assembled, give peace to a l l Cherokees,

and receive them in to the favor and pro tec t ion of

the United S t a t e a of America, on tfta".following con- •
• *

ditions: Q5ie head men and warriors' of all the Cherokees

shall, restore all the prisoners, citizens of the .United

States, or subjects of their allies to their entire

liberty. They shall also restore all the negroes, and

all ' the other property taken during the late revolution-

ary war from the citizens, to suoh.persons, and at such

time and place as the coimnissioners shall appoint.

The commissioners shall restore al l the prisoners taken

from the"Indians during the late war to tbs head men
, ^ \

i • v ^ "

and warriors-of the Cherokees as early as practicable*

The said Indians, for themselves and their respective

tr ibes and towns, do acknowledge a l l the Cherokees to



T}

m a i n , ?«no f i n h » \ t

llttl«

th«mpr«»3v<»B w i t h

white

jroe'n cla^ori rr for tha t .
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Emigration Decided Upon

The 0herokee3 found themselves completely su r -

rounded by the rapid ly increas ing white popula t ion .

The game departed froic? tfcoir hunting grounds when

* t i e white men case, tad the f i sh disappea-ed from

thei r s treams. The t roub les of the Cherokees con-

tinued to mul t ip ly , and they wer:. added to by i n t e r n a l

dissensions end s t r i f e . The viise men of the t r i b e

reasoned, tha t i f the Oherokees could move to a new

country tov?ard the s e t t i ng sun, and far reuoved fTom

the se t t l ements of the vfoites, they might find a

refuge t he r e , end a l l would be well y/i th the tr ibe=

The questicm uf removal was ag i ta ted among

t-eia, u n t i l i t took deep r o o t , and a t l a s t i t was de-

- cided tha t the i r sa lva t ion as a people depended up3n

an ea r ly emi.^ratibn, "The Oherokees, however,sere

divided upon t h i s p ropos i t i on , a few of them loa th to

depart from the h i l l s and for jests and broad v a l l e y s

• tha.t for ages had been the hone of t h e i r f o r e f a t h e r s ,

. . ; . ' * By. the terms of a t r ea ty proclaimed December

. • • • .

* • - . 7 . • • • • : • • ' . •
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26, l&Vlj thase who wished to remove were permitted
* fe

. t o send- an exploring p^rty to reconnoi ter the country
* /

'oh the-miters of. t h e ilrk-oieaS and Whi.tg r i v e r s , "and
* • y-":*'\ ' * -: •*••"..

the higher up', the f e t t e r , ,as they wilJL fre longer un-
jhQd b\-e$iy*-«£ttlepe/rt, v#iion*will* begin "at the

• * • • * • * *

of these rivere." • . 'i - •
• * • • . * . ' • * .*• •

..i. large represent^ti'>n of.tlie tribe departed-
for trie tprritor: f̂ ^rkanass?. vjhere t*hey esjtsblished

hones end engaged iii>the peaceful pursuits of "eivirll-

zetion. P>it the;, were cat perr.dt4;ect to dw'^iV.thus
. • • •

rer; long, without molestation. The settlement of

the country had begun, and , tii6^a«§grBssive whiVes.jsrer

a^Bin erordinp, upon the Oherokees,
The desi¥e" for rem-jval to a more isolated/ sec-

t * . . . .
tion of the west again seized -them, .-i ad ^ a not her t r

ms n<"> otiatfid in 19S8S which* ,g«Ve- there a«d\tkeir

brethren residi i* in* the old"*o£rtionK theli preseiit .
• • • *

donain in the Indian Territory in exchange: fjc lan^s

east of the Mississippi and §5,000.00 In oash'.

The Cherokee Nation Today
(1903)

In the creation of the favored region,"which
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nation, l i e s underneath the s o i l , and i s found in the

vast deposits of ooal, o i l and natural .-ps. TUoh de-

posits of lead and zino have also boen Olsooverod in

viri (ms parts of the n<jti on, but up to the present •
\ •

tiros there has been no s, sterns t ie drtve! opm'Rnt of

th«pe minimise

The 1h«rok«e nation 1B well wet^jod *>;>' in-
«

nun^rable pjro«l] Rtrooiia «nd s*>vornl r i s e r s of ^nnsider-

nhle nwgn! tn<i^,fc There i s ab'm^anc0 of tlnbf»r along

the strofjms end In the val leys; the tinbor srorth i s

of hi^korv, "Olnuf, p«?^ pecnn, pine, oto»,' nnd fnr-

nishes the material for the npor^fnn of cvny lumber

' roltll, . •

-The central and northern portion of the ration

Vs high ro l l ing pra i r ie but the e«stern eda;e extends

" into the* western foothi l l s of th« 0»ark T rings * Along

the extreme west^n edge l i e s arrange of rugfjwi ,hi l lB,

which er tentf in an almost broken ohaiii. from central

•Nebraska to southern T«rxast forming a natural dividing

l ine between Indian Territory and Oklahoma* The aol l

\\
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is black, sandy and of extraordinary fer t i l i ty . The

rainfall in the Cherokee, nation is equal to that of

eastern Kansas and western Missouri. The winters

are of brief duration,, lasting from the firnt of the

;/©pr to the middle of March. I t i s rnre indeed for

the mercury to #o below zero, even in the coldest

wither thnt ever re«f?hes this latitude, ~

The summers are warm and, sometimes 4r^, but

_--never- oppressively hot, During the summer months

the nights are olways delightfully cool and pleasant,

no rantter how "nirh the mercury nay range during the

day. The Cherokee nation lies outside the pathway of

cyclones, and the equally destructive hot winds.

This- section i s never virited by storws, or floods,

nnd. owing to the equable rainfall and even temper**tnre

crop failures are unknown.

The principal towns of the Oherokee nations are;

Viiiita, BartlesvLlle<, Olaremore, Pryor, FoA Gibson,

5 Nowuta, Collinsvllle and Tahlequah, the oapit^L.

• 5 *
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of good moral character, and a certificate from the

county,, olerk of the county of the state wheVe he

lived last , .and also to present a petition to the

olerk signed by ten citizens of the Cherokee nation

and to pay for his lldense $10«p0 andH^— âke the
s „

oath of alleglanoe to the Cherokee nnt5 on, and to

swear that he would not'take advantage of the Inter-'

' cjurse laws of-the United States to prosecute any

, Cherokee citizen* This law was enacted many'years

ag"o, nnd has three means of forfeiture of citizen-

ship: Firstjflhould the white man take advantage of

the intercourse laws- to prosecute Cherokee citizens';

second, shoul'd he abandon his Cherokee^wife; thlrd^ if

she should dfe, or they separate, without fault on

hfs part, ?md he afterward married a white woman, he

"Married .out," and lost his citizenship. These thre« __

requirements were not.to be violated, and in case

ei ther was- vi'olated, the white man lost his fight*

. The Cherokees, up. to^the date thdir courts

were abolished, held jurisdiction over th© white man,

1 and the United States, sustained themr ^ *
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On December 16, 1895, th© Cherokee legislator©

provided, by act of council, /that $0 white perso;
• A

after that date marrying a,Ch/erokee7, Delaware ojf;

Shafonee woman aoquired any rftgjits/of citizenship, by

virtue of such marriage.* *Slncg,-tnat time no/inter-

~ ~' 1 I /

married vjhite man,, *#ho'married-since that d/ate, has

any right, except to l i r e in th^ nation.

On one occasion,^ iaraes y/illiams9 /ah inter-

rried white man, was indicted by the ,grand
of Cooweescoowee dis t r ic t for the murdbarof Jim- '

BoggB, a Cherokee; was tried, convicted and sen-

tenced to hang,*, but died before the execution day

* arrived. The grand jury that found the indictment

composed of fisre members * of ̂ the tr3,al jury, aqd had *
, * >

'twelve members. He was sentenced by Judge H. T.

L&adrum of, the Cherokee Cirouit court. No. question

uas ever raised a£ to the r i^ i t of the Cherokee court

to infl ict the death-penalty but'the convicted man

died a few days before the date set t<fa the execution,

and oheated .the gallows. * * - '*<
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In making the r o l l of inter-married

. the Dawes Commission h*id great trtuVie iu investigating
\

the casea of abandonment thai cai.ie up, sud^aiso <r*any

cases of marrying otufc*

In one case- a t Ciifcoosc, Inti i.an T e r r i t ' r j , a

?hj.t© ;aan, aft'er the tieath of hie Cherokee ^ i f e t iaar~

•r ied a w^ijje wa«ian, and she l ived r.lth'hiir u n t i l she

d ied , and,as ,a r e s u l t of t h i s roarria&e, onê  chi ld was

born; the ^rhite ^an cane before the Dswes CaTimission

and denied t h i s c a r r i a g e . I t was then up to t e Chero-

kee nat ion to prove the ai^rriage* Under the Oherokee

law c i t i z e n s oould marr;- vdthout procuri/ig a l i c e n s e ,

and the minis te r performing the oerera'jt.y v?ould f;ive

^flrem a / c e r t i f i c a t e of marri- .;e, whteh was usua l ly r e -

•> * ' * •

oorded, but npt always- BQO I t developed in this case
i

that the l a s t wife of the -:vhite man aever fcjid hex

mother of the marriage, but the Nation found the

preacher who perf ormeji the ceremony,\ and the white
, i

man lost out, :


