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Journalist '
Deocember 16, 1937,

EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHEROKRES
By Jo Ce Starr,(now deceased) '
Paper written in 1903.

The founding of the ‘early colonies smbraced
all of that region south from Chesapeake bay %o
Florids, and west from the shores of the Atlantie,
to the pather of waters. Within this vast area dwelt
the Chexrokees, a 4 eonfederated and celosely allied
tribes. Tradition has it thet Si» Walter Releish was
welcumed by this powsrful Cherckee nét&on when he
landed in Virginia, ani 4t was from them he learned
of tobacco and its soothing effecta.. I; wis by the
Cherokees that Capt, John Smith, of hiséoric fame,
was taken captive, and it was through the interces-
sion of a Cherokee masiden, Pocahontas,\that his 1ife
was sparede-

0f courze all of this is mereiy traditional,
having been handed.down by word of mcuth, from one
generation to anather fircm aneient timeﬁ; until the
present day., There is no recorded history im support

of these claims,
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Jglethorpe treated with the Cherokees before
he made the first 11l fated attempt to found his
colony in Georgila. Thoy were haughty, thougﬁ hospi -
table, docile, though gyick to r;sent injusti 60, and
those characteriastics are as marked today among the
Oherokeos as they were when Governor Oglethorpe ?
his colonist sought to establish their plantations.

.along the Georgia coast,
A Govarnment Eptahlished

As\tpa colonies gained in population and de-

velopment, the domain of the Cherokees diminished at

»

a eorresponding ratio. The steady persistent enaroach-
ments were stubbornly resiated, and finally a series |
gf fieree and blocdy wars betwesn the eclonies and the

Indians, the rightful owners of the lands, ensued. In-

veriably the Oheﬂckees wore defeated, dut defeat only
served to intensify their war-like spirit; and from

time to tims, they ventured forth from the mountain

46

fastness and made heavy reprisals upon the frontier (\
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and isolated segélerants, But eventually the Indians
were Bubjected. Giéh their primitive weapons of war-
fare iv was futile to eon;end againnst the muskets of
tieir adversaries. Overpowered but not conquered they
lay down their arms, and entered into a treaty of peace
with Great Britain,

«  liissloraries then went among the Cherockees, ine
gtructing tien ;n'the principles of the Gﬁrié%figu

-

religion, and in the arts aund usages of civillization.

- —

" Dndowed with the suverior order of intelligence, the

‘Cherokees were quick to grasp tpdse things which were'

QOndS and their advancement from savagery to a higher

plane was rapid. They:fermulated and established a

soverament for themselves,and enacted laws and en-

forced the samne with a rigor anq‘severity which would

heve rejsiced the staunchest Puritan heart.

~ fheir treety with the Bnglish remained invioiate,

and in the early French and Indian wars, which follow~

‘ed, the Cherokees as allies rendered the British great

service. In appreciation of this service, and of their

.
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fidelity, Great Rrita;n reengnized tha Jhernkees ns

av inderendent snd eivilizad veople, nnd in its nfter
relatinné with tham nhgerved n)l the deoqrum and céfe~
mony that wer employad in i1t relnti ons wifh‘tha high~
agt powera of Furope, In the Pavalnti nnv: wer the
harnkaee ]'emﬁi“‘;ﬂ trne to Anglnnd ) < ennqev;nantl'v
r-mged the TPVW!W;‘”niBtS no liftla trobhle.  Pnt

when tha Indenandence of tha enloniec had besn nn-
cnmnlished,’ﬂnd the Inited States Cnoyernment satiha
lighed, tha fharnkerg fore-swaras thair‘altggianne t

“ritﬂtn'and eptarad {nto n freot: ajth the nayw
) )

federnti 'n,
: “~

=

EN R

. Y
Ranngnizad ag Independong. Fower

£
The Uni ted teteg govapument repnpnised the
Thernres nrtian wa an indeneandent pawer, snd ann-
cedad t0 it a1l the riphta, privileses, powers ete.,

that had bean conferred h . frea$ ﬂritaln;

The firet treaty between the Unfted States

and the Cherokees was conoluded on November 22, 1785,

-~

at Hopewell, an ths Keowee river, and was betwesn the
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heed mon and warriors of the nation, and Benjamin Haw-
kins, Andrew Pickens, Jogeph Martin and Lachlane
McIntosh; commissionexrs of the United States.
The article;a of agreement recited .t t "'1':1’9
comaissigners plenipotentisry of the Uni ted States,
in congress assembled, give peasce to all Cherokees,

and receive them into the favor and protection gf

-—

t’he iynited States of imerica, on the following con- .
diti ops: The head men and war'ri‘c_:ra-.of all the Cherokees
shall restore all the prisoners, citizens of the.United
States, or subjects of their gllies t. their entire
srtye. They shall alsc restore all the negroes, an;i
all ‘the other prpert. take;n during thg__late revolution-
ary war from the citizens, to mclr{::g‘gé;sons, and &t such
time and place as the commissioners shall appoi_nt.

The commissioners shall restore all the prisoners taken
from the’f;ndians during the late war %o tb\a head men
and wa:‘crio;s-of"the Cherokees as early as practieable.

The said Indisns, for themselves and their respective

tribes and‘ towns, do acknowledge all ‘qhe Cherokees to

»

4
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“migrati on Dexded Upon

>
The Cherokees found themselves éompletely BUY-
rounded by the rapidly lncreasing white population.
The game departed frm§1meir hunting grounds ~when
tne white men came, tnd the fish disappes-ed from
£heir streams, The troubles of the Cherckess con-
tinugd to multiply, and they wer: added to*by infernal
disse:sions &ndvstfifa. The wise men of the tribe
rrasoned, that if the Cherokees could move to & new
country toward the setting sun, and far reusved from
the éettienents of the whites, they @ight find a
’refuge there, snd a1l would be well with the tribe.
. The question of removal was ngitated among
%'emi until it took deep ;oot, and at last it wes de-
-Fidgé thut thelr salvation as a people depended updn
.an early emizratidn. ‘The Cherokees, however, were
** givided upon this proposition, a few of them loath to

d@pa%ﬁ from the hills and faests and broad valleys

v

. tﬁaﬁ fnf'ages had been the home of their forefaihers._

:Bg the terms of a treaty proclaimed December

o1
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* .~ _ 28, 1817, thdse who wished to remave were permitted
¢.o‘ - . * e w
€77 .to send 8n é:‘(plqring perty to reconnoiter the country

x> ; oh Jhe® wat»ars of; “the Armnsaé and v‘[hitq révers, "and

3 6-“ \ .6
* ©

- S

the hi‘@uer up, the bptte;, as the'y will be longer un-

anpro"ched b ,g\ip- eet'cle Bnt, vhiche wiil begin ‘ut the

- "

b
e

? ., LS 4 c . <
hd « K3 . . . ‘e
: - *m';uths of these rivers." °, DU S
- . -« * o . .? ., . -

oA, large re*;resenthtl DA - ef’ t’he trlbe daparted

AR 2

for the tmritor 'tf nrkansas, \yhere t’hey ss;ablished

’\o <

homes and engaged in.the peaceful purimix,s of ‘eivili~

L) -
+ .

zetion, Tut the were cot pei‘r.rit:tea to dw‘élls',thus

ver: long, without molestati st, The seftenent of

)‘

the cr,antrJ had beguﬂ, and tha aefgr'essive whi‘tes ~Aere

&:.:_ L,
LR ( . -
,

. amain 6ro dxng upon the f‘herokees. ~

-

The desife for remuval. to a more isoia‘oect-‘seca

tion of the west again seized them, =nd ancther breaty

ms e stiated in 1998, 7 i o _give- then éaa'%heir

brethren residi x‘f int the old"n&‘tian, their presexit
domain in the Indian Territary in exchunge'fm lungs

- ~ -

east of tbe Mississippi amd $5,000.00 in oash.

»

. a

The Cherokee Nation Todmy
(1903)

»

In the creation of the favaored regkon, which

r
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anmprinee the Tpdl an Tevritare, nntyres wae doaidsdly

prtsn) ta ths “haralaa nntloen, G thin the e finae

: .

af thia prend Afoial an nathing mwae amd ttn’ Ar fay

> ~
patton ~hen nrture en~ ahneerine hoar hliacelnero

v
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mend her s @i b 2 B am Rt Aaye aocantiecl By o he wns))

¢

Fofopg € w4 el Int the ainby v, netyrs tecl b hare
. S

N

~tfh a lepien benad, 9}\\{]« 2ha hnage gi\:rn;y ttrornily &n

. - \ |

nthey portisng nf the peyrjtary,, aha’ haatnwsd her

bmind hore with nyadinoelit by, T fnet the Mharakes

nntbirn wné cloan 21l the olamanta socantinl to b matin.
% : .

S ~*

2

tepanen Al an amrdve,  Tavr 1t oy enesireiod with

-

~3%
h r

‘x/‘j_ L . ’ N -
Thineen weil . e nhahi kovnte  with the ne frra)l ro.
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' R . N

N %
2 “l’)

%s)&m?fi)‘") fwd and pracray

hY

smrang At thal¥ amenng
T 3

indm.-m\ﬁf‘*tlv af th~ anteide marid, fn nn nthap Mmarger

af the Tundian Teyritmy §a thera £a ha fouand an agnal
i - » . R . » N .
rriat af resmivreca o8 antara’ adyamibapgea,

~ -
-~

Fivag of nl1, o Chiwakes wtian fa An agrfenlinr.

&

>

nl vepion, 7¢ a2 peaultiarls adapted &n the proeing of
-~

nereé}js, Wit aattan takes hieh vank aa ana of the

0

‘produats #f the anfl. Put the wea)th of tha Nhapokes .
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’nation,iies undernea th the soil, and is found in the

o~

Id

vast deposita of cosl, oil and natural z3s,. Riah de~
posits of lead and zine have #lso been Olsuoverod in

yari ous parts of‘ﬂhe nati on, By up to the present .

_ time there has heen no s sterstie doveloprient of

tharne minerntis,.

The Tharaokee natlnn is well waterad by fo-
- * - < o
mimdérable smrll stresma and several rivers »nf Ennslder»
’ ¥

nhle mngnitud o There is abuniane~ of timbpr along

—— e e — — = - —

the straams and in the va]leys, the tirmher growth is
af hiekor:, =slmnt, oag% pacan, pine, eta,, and fur-
nighes the naterial for the aperation of mrnv lnmher

~ ‘)\\\ *
mi {18, .t . . .

~T§é béntral ang qo;thern pé;tlbq of the ration
is high rolling prairie dbut the qﬂsterh edgr extends
imto the wegtern foothills of the Ozark rnnggi Along
the extreme westegn adge lias a range of ruppnd.hilla,

"\

which extend fn an almost brokan ohain f3om cantral

-ﬁebrgskaAtc zouthern Texas, forming a nytural q;giding

_line between Indtan Territory and Oklahoma. The aail

<

,4\.
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is biack, sandy and of eytréoréigpry foertility. Nihe
rainfall in the Cherokee nation islequal ﬁo that of
castern Kansas and western Missourl, The wiﬁters
aré of brief duratfon, lasting from the firat of the
ygpr.tn the middls of March, It is rare indeed for
the mereury £o o below zero, even ln the ealdesf |
w;ﬁ%ner that ever resrhesg this latitud;;

The summars are warm and somedimes dry, dut

,Mnevermppréssfvpél'fBbt,~ DBuring the summer months

the nights are nlways-delightfully ecool and pleasant,

v

ne matter how hirh the mercury may range duvring the
eyelones, and the é§ually destructive hot wigds.
Thig section is never vicited by storws, or floods, -

and, ewing to the equ;ble rainfall and even tempersture

[

_erop fa lures are unknown.

The princinal towns of the Oherokée nadions are,

Vlnita Bartleavxile, 01aremore, Pryor, For Gibson,

r

Howu*a, Collinsville and Tahlegquah, *he oapit Le

Gt

L3

i
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Inter.-married Yhite M &ireng
The questian aof tha ettt of Sntar.mare]ed
ot fizane af the Mhayabaes -+ n te ahays tr %hé Aat. .
virtan af ha “hatniﬂﬁ tyit el Pruade b tha fipa)
A?RtTﬁhHﬁiﬂ* tersar, v i pevitatneda e the g,

Yatmant af 1end, nao heton made te pendine fn the

_Untted Statoa Mamrt af "alma, and miph Intr act {5

“p
*

hofne mani f’g~;$nzl 1n the mfeanme af this ERE RN
L
The fhatakass, hv Teglal~tiys sat pravidad '

CAbnt shits men, nnd fﬂrd!vnary' dectrine i mnpry
s R o Y

ﬂverﬂkéabﬂi%ivanh. Paln~Aroh ond "h»w%%wa,%%ﬂfﬁgnra
o A
Oherolas ri t1zemn (b Pland), ehania Pfaﬂ"fn ﬁ“'
S ¢ ° b /, 7“ - \l"‘ ¢ \ .
1ieansa fpom +ha LERXS T nlnrk antbn?iq1ng guph S

AP L

marringn,‘and then “a ma?riéﬂ * 'lkb,qlark wnaar thin

! . .- . / A
1isenas, or by Anme ardained minfatey, APy porson
avthorized to parform the merricge savemony, apd that |
ghigh inter-married white prven than henrars o gl $izen

of tﬁé Ohexakes nation, °
The law reguired the alark o raquiz@wwhw ap~
- LRy
plisent for rﬁtage licenss o prﬁsan* a gortifioate

¢ . !
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of good moral character, and a certificate from the

county olerk of the county of the state whdre he

&?
lived last, and also <o present a petition to the

olerk signed by ﬁen citizens of the Gherokee nation
and to pay for his liéanse $10.£O an@ take the
oath of allegianse to';he Oherakee nnt?Bn, and %o
swear that he would not take edvantage of the intor-

- a.urse laws of -the United States to prosecute any’

. Cherokee citizen. This law was enaoted mBny’%eaiQ'

»

ago, and has three means of forfelture of citiZen~

&

ship: TFirst should the whi te man take advantage of

thé 1nt~rc0urse 1aws§ to prosecute Cherokee ﬁitiyena,
v - > & ‘-

second, should ho a"‘bandon his Cherokee% wife; third, if
she should dro, or they separate, without fault on
‘hfs part, nnd he afterward married e white woman, he
"Married out " and lost his citizensnip. These three
requirements’ yere not to he violated, and in case \
ei}her'was.vfolatnd! thef;hite man lost his right.
_The Cherokees, 'u'p.‘topthc'a date théir ﬁourts ‘

were abolished; held-hu;isd;ction over the white man,

* -and the Tnited States. sustained them;” >

’ A}
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/ Shatmee woman acquired any ights jof citizemship, by

‘On one occasion,éjamés Villiems,

rried white man, was indfctgd by /the

Boggs, @& Cherckee; was tiied, conviocted and sen<

tenged to hang. but died befofe the execution day

el

. " arriveds The grand juiy that found the indictmant was
«s . *
~ domposed of fiﬁe mempers bt the trgél jury, and had &

' twelve memberse HQ was sentenced by Judge H. Te

1)

Lﬁndrum of the Cherdkee Circuit coart. No question
( .

was ever raised ap to the right of ihe Cherokee co.m'%
) - C . iy
to inflict the death. penalty but the vonvieted man

died a few days befors the date set Pdr the execution,
. - - ‘%" s) ~ !

and'opeated the gallows, ° 2

of Cooweescoowee district for the q@ﬁﬁ&ﬁf@é?iim“’ ~

98

-/
/o

W
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. In'ma‘iné the roll of inter-married citiéena;

the Dawes C ssicn hud great triuvle iu investigating

.

the cases of zbandonment thai came up, “udd2isg many

cases of warrying ouke
Vo :
In one case at Catoosc, Intilan TJerrit-ry, a

whits man, after the (eath of his Cherokee wife, mar-
’ \

*ried a w"ife woman, and she iived «“ith'hir wuntil she

died, snd,as 8 result of this marriage, one child was

born, the white wan came before ine Dewes Commission

» £

end denied this marriage.s It was then up to t ¢ Chero-

kee nation te prove the marrisges Under the Cherokee

> v

law eitizens could marry without proeuridg € license,

and the minister perfomming the ceremoiy would give

—f *” Y ’
Erem g eertificate of marri- e, which was usually re-
EASTI 3

«

A o T .
agorded, but ngt always ad. I% developed in this case

L

that the iast wife of the vhite man aever 5.1d her

A

mother of the marriage, but the Jation found the

and the white

preacher who performed the ceremony,

man lost oute

[PPSO
e AL A0 b sttt A ket nn g
.
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