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Interviewer, Nannie Lee Burns,,
July '20, 1937.

Interview withLifra Wyrick,

-North Miami, Oklahoma.

„ ' • Ottawa Indian.

From memory and her Mother.'s s to r i e s .

My mother was Cathrine Robi ta i l l e^ee V/ind,v/ho v/as

L t> ' .
v/a,, K&nsas. * •

• • * "

She v/as the daughter of Judge and Sal l ie .and, he at,

one time had been* Chief 'of- the Ctta'v/as.
w • ,

% great, great-grandmother, Sal l ie V=ind, w§s,born

near the Great Lakes and lived to" be one hundred and "

sixteen years old and died in 1886 or '87 and is ' buried

in the Ottawa Cemetery here.. • . . -, . ' • . •

V.y father was T^olford Robitai l le , a fullblo"pd Ifrenchman.

• He died when I -was a month qld. f.ty step-father was ' .a l ter ;

Clifton Jennison of 3cotca-Irish descent and, born at Muscatine,

Iowa. -Ae died April .7, 1834 when lie.was ninety years old.

His niolcname was '<Wet.!l " . -. .
• • . - - I - ' • - • , ' - ; • •

• I was bor.n* January 4, 1878" i"bst south of C/ttawa.
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'"•• ^randiaoihea?;was always a very acti've- woman and remained
" . . . ' f , . • •

active t i l l her death' in this county; only, a few stunners before
I , ' ' ' : v ' '

1 she passed away she made al l1 the straw hats for, the Ottawa -

men and the* sumer before ,she died she walked .a half mile

to uttawa to, church'with oho crutch. v
'•••*•*. \ , ' ' . ; ; * ' • . \ - ' \

"he was a favorite with the ent ire tri-be and several

.years before' her death her : birthday' v/a's celebrated by a l l ,

•% as, a great eyerlt with a d^nne.r and dance. Three'years

before her-death'after watchirtg the' dsEncers" awhile she

told them'that 'she would she*/ them how they danced-%hen she"'

•.r/a3^a.'girl anjl yieiXt out..on tfte floor ard danced for-the crowd.

', '-- '•< • ' ,. '7 . Removal to Indian-Territory.-.

, ., •!<%• mother came '.with,, her parents 'from Ottawa, -Kansas,

J.5?|ien'.;sne'«as .seven or eight- yeaca old... Th.e.tribe^mpyed , ^

• he, r e ' in via'gons /and after life i r -arrival they'.helped each ''/'' ' '

,o;#ier.;t» b îf-ld t h e i r . f i r s t housfes which'wer^'of logs . ' Herv-

fathei? loca'ted .Que-haXt mile weat of Ottawa"siren they came.

^.Yti'e place is nov/known as the L i l l i e Wind fkrpi. '-^**

.-;!:./ t iiie Kuncies and -iWe O.ttawas lived-together at Ottawa,

^.^^jsa^., ^but'.the forma: .received some money .slid, bought land
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in eas tern Kansas ins tead of coming to the Indian T e r r i t o r y .

My mother s t a r t e d to school a t the Ottawa Mission ' •

near here while Asa and l iueli ;ne 'Tutt le were in pharge and

v.ent to the t h i r d reader and was taught to s ing the m u l t i p l i - r

cation t a b l e . 3he learned inuch, l a te r , f rom my s t e p - f a t h e r >

,v.ho was'an educated man. • '

I had an older s i s t e r , Chris t iana,vho l a t e r married """**

• :iolt Hubbard.and who no\; liv'fes in *Calif ornia, and "I also

had a brother uscar. ' '

^ur step-father was a white man. ' ' I t was always a

pleasure for Uncle Chris .and who 'lived among the Indians at

the Sac and Fox Agency to cdme to v i s i t us as he vrould sing

and talk in the Indian language and wDuld t e l l Indian stories<

to us children. • ' • '

MOHer's Merriag.-. ,

After my father1 s death we s.tayed part of the time at

her fa the r ' s , though my parents had a small one-room, log

Iiouse of the i r own and'before fa ther ' s death he had the'

logs.ready to build us a new one.

My stepfather was a cowboy and helped drive cattle 'from

the Texas Border to Baxter Springs, Kansas, and when a t th is
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end on one t r ip he came to a dance a t Uncle Joe- ''

there, he met my mother, who was then Catherine Wind Robit-

a i l le . They were married shortly afterwards and went to
t

housekeeping in the'old house that my father had buil t . Ky

, step-faiker had only his pony and saddle and Mother did not

have any crop op provisions laid up that year; my step-

father often said, later, All we h-ad was a hole of turnips."

One day-he said to my mother, 'Sis, I'm going to get '

us something to eat."

~ • He saddled his pony and went to Chetopa where he had"

two cousins, the Lucas Brothers,' and told them that he had

quit the catt le business and'had married a widov with three

children who did not have anything to eat. They fi t ted him

r out with a wagon1 and team and a load of grdceries and sent

him back.

Yy step-father knew nothing of farming or of pioneer
i . -

life and often made mistakes but he had a sense of humor

. and iLways carried off an unpleasant experience with a joke

perhaps at his ovai expense. > .

Ky father had the logs ready for a new house when he

died, so my step-father decided to build one and in building
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i t he placed the logs on end instead of laying" them longways

and held them together (.with a piece nailed along the top end

of the logs and on this ciece he olac'ed the ;biniber on which
- " /

his roof rested; the roof was of clapboards, xliis house stood

t i l l a few years ago and was the cause' of many a joke but

• f

father would always say, "I wanted a house different from

the rest of you" rather than .to admit that he did not know

hov, to build a house.

* Keofoik,who was the Chief-of the Sac and I1'ox Indians,

was a friend of my s tep-fa ther ' s and so when Charlie was* a

baby, my pi-rents, decided to go to v i s i t ' Chief rleokuk. They

had eaten what they had at home so had very l i t t l e to take

with them and on the t r i p . ..'e only had a jug of molasses

and Father vsould give us a long clean cob. '..'e vrould s t ick "•

the cob in the jug and l ick i t . V/e made the t r i p in a.wagon -

and one night when we were, camped, Lother saw a l igh t in

a sod house nearby and my step-father went t,o' the house and

told the lady that his wife and children were with him and

asked if she would bake a pan of biscui ts for them. She

did, and that was a f ine supper to us .
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\le stayed in the 3ac and Fox country a year and Father

i '

v/as a peace oiticer there. Then we returned to the Ottawa
\

^country here where they remained. My step-father served

for many years aa clerk of the tribe , in fact, t i l l my

Mother's-death. 3he died June 18, 1916 of a paralytic stroke,

1 forgot to 3ay that ..other and my s$ep-fether were

nlrried'by Asa Tuttle and they did not have to get a license

and he didn't even give them a slip of paper.

~..'.y mother didn't like for us to spe&k Indian and we

scarcely knew that we were Indian. She was half French and

half ^ttawa. Once, at a picnic at the Pooler Grove near

the Pooler'Ferry she happened to be ^carrying her baby in

her shawl on her back when two white women noticed her and

she heard them say one to the other, "There gpes an Indian,

fonder if she would let us see her papoose." Mother'turned

on the.m and's'aid "%-baby is as rtiite as yours i s . "

. I.ty parents traded at Baxter Springs. -They did not gD

often and the coffee that they bou$it was green and we YOU id

have to ..parch it by the fire, stirfihg it-wlth_a spoon and

grinding it in.a- turnlld-by-hand mill, which was-held

betv?een H)he knees.
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e v/ent on Saturday, to Pooler's for' the ma'ili

Pooler's Ferry and Store. ,

Uncle :..ose Pooler had .settled there when title Ctta\vas

came here ana f i rs t , bui l t himself a double log hoise ante in

those days he raised lots of hogs. \

.his v/as where the wld I i l i t a r y ho ad crossed the treosho

. ivey> east and a l i t t l e south of i.iami.
I

As travej^jji creased, uncle i»iose bui l t a ferry and

started a store which his wife cared for. .iS the mail from

Jhetaoa was brought here for the mail hack he soon obtained

;• postoffice, called Poo ' e r ' s postoffice. The postoffice*

and store w0re in a separate small, freme building with a
i

toard front y/ith Pooler ^tpfe andVost office above the door.

Then-there was the shed for the horses- that were kept

\ ' •

here_to change on the long drive, .obe rooler, one of his

sons, was trying to ride one of these horses onq d£iy v/hen

he \.as thrown and broke his back, lie is s t i l l humped from

the f a l l . ; |

year'\on the Jourth of July they had an ^ld S e t t l e r ' s
picnic in the gr6ve nearby, ".•"ell, I ronember the f i r s t

\
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merry-go - jo und that they Lad. It was pulled by a i/.ule v/hich

•vent round and round while a big ne^ro clayed the' fiddle for

music. • <•

I ' , ' /> -School :;ays.

lien ray sister, v;as twelve^ and scu.r*ei ]:i,uiC, I v̂ s*

• si . , I stariic.-l • .itli; t cc. to scl.'. ol ..lure: ..unt .i.lililc iiu:

1 as the boys1 Matron.

! Uncle Joe 7,'ind took his ti.c beys, one of Clay 5toven'a

1 sjirls and us three children tlirou^li in a wagon. e were

, 'five days on the road and one thins "feat 1- raaeiaber is thact?'

iiicle • oe ;ave us so raany e:y;s;to eat. .Ie v/ould buy them

' % the basket-fuj at fi ve cents per dozen. e v/ouic stay ' . ', "
i . • * . • ' .

e.\ t'.e 'Jailpcco "School for nine months when v:e would cone , ',

• hoVe for three.months and" then bad: in 5fe'Dt^iber. e did this

* * ' - <t

•znh . ye?/r for five years. • . l t "" .

hile at viuapav;, my brother had a fight one morning

\cf4rc breakfast ayici the Superintendent told,him that-he

• • :il£ not havc/p.ny bre kf-^st' so he rsn away and went hoiiB.

:.cthe|< took'Oacar back'an-, -he t.rja the Superintendent 7,'hen

siie returned him'that-the way iii to a boyfs heart v.'as thro.ugh
\ - '

his stcpach end if he wanted to get along with the children
not to, deprive their, of. food. • :
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McCoin, who was the Superintendent v/as a hard man. He

h.ed two hundred and. f i f ty pounds and h i s M f c ;:&G a

l i t t l e v/oir.an,'weighing clout a hundred, pounds. . '

?ron the </,ua; av Lission,-'I was sent to abash, Indiana

for t\.o years.- Uy las t yet.r of school :ics ut ' .^sfcell I n s t i t -

"i.te. ere-v/e had children froi.i mtiny &iffere:.t" t r ibes .

Sometimes they would brin^; in a mother and her children.

'Ihey vere separated air. the vromen would 7;orkWd the children

v/ere put in school. un-~ instance I ronenber "\as that of an,

Iiiuien v/oman and her small son v.ho v.-ere brought \u and

separated. The woirian v/en,t -to \.ork as; a helper inVthe dining t

A
TCO::.. Che day afte." the.y had.beoi. there several \;&elzs as f

the children '.ere lef.vin^ the dii i;.j ruo-; her si:.-ue\n^ the
""' a

3 • ll^st- '..a^ at the en4^-QJu-Jiis_JLine_and the mother v;en\t up

to ' . L .;.n.d t r ied tc ;'ut her\ ari-.s aroun-3 hi:a-to love hi

and ho ;\ished ' ^r bacl: aid ^ sav.''the te-'r3 coi.'io to her

eyes. {er son liad forgottpn her.

L.arrlage.

' ..hile I vras a t llaskell Ins t i tu te I raet Harvey Propeck,

^ Miffiii Indian and "after I returned hom§ on July 116, "1896,

I ' ' 1
?ve were marriea and went to Indiatia to l ive . Affter

months we separated - and I returned, to my people Ihere.
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I made application for work at the ^uapaw'Mission'and

.orked there for a year. e were*1 called "Didian Helpers*"' • "
> \ °

I was assistant laundress and received^.fifteen, dollars pdr

month and some of my clothes.

December 20, 1899, I married George Viyrick'a v/hite man"

who had come f i r s t to Missouri vdth his parents f-r̂ em Terfn&ssee

in \a wagon drawn by oxen, then they had̂  gone -to Texas. "He

•had married and se t t l ed vat 3iloam-f Springs where his children f,

were Wised and after the.dBath of his wife he had come to
'.,yando\fcte where he had a nice nojoe. 7,'e vtere married by

Uncle Jbrry ffutbard. T.Ve iived in ^.yan'dotte tw©' years

he moved one of his house's there on my land three miles^

east of Mami and so we moved to my place.

My husband always made a good l iving, "..'e fai led and '
• ' " • \ , \ * . •

paid our stbre b i l l once a "year,. •
- y ;• -s

iere we\ l ived til-l tro years ago my-husband being in

poor health, we movedvto Quapaw where he died-August\ 10, 1936,'

being eighty years old atjthe "time of his death.

Items of Interest . . ' ___

George Emmeiic, of Ottawa and French.descent, "was
' \

educated at Carlisle Institute, was a bro-ther-in-lawto \ -
v - - • • _ „ _ ^ > ^ ' •'
\ **

Hose Pooler by h i s l f i r s t vfife. 'He did not like Pooler.
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Lother fir 'st saw George Emmetic on horseback when she

v;as a young g i r l . He was in a crowd and in some way he

ha'd a. scuffle with some man over his stove-pipe hat.

He lost his young wife and baby and i t affected- his

mind and he continued to l ive as a hepmlt a t .h i s old place

in a hut south of Ottawa on the . eosho. The children were

. afraid of him. he would get close to a burnt stack or a

straw or hay stack,f or even a t ree and dance around i t

Indian fashion, singing and throwing his ax in the a i r .

He lived to be sixty years old.

Ti-Wah was another fullblood-Indian that we were afraid

of. ite were afraid of Turkeyfoot too, a fullblood Shawnee

who lived on .arren's Branch. > -

llie oldest Ottawas that I think of are*. Lizzie Mnd.
> -

who is a trained ".nurse a t Hartford, Connecticut;, Lary

3helton, who lives v/ith her son in Detroit but she v i s i t s

here each yearj Ike Williams and Dave_Geboe of lliami, who

lakes ' to make you laugh by t e l l ing catchy, funny s t o r i e s . '

• One I remember he told'me when I was, small: . l'I;had been

• huntin-g one _4th of July when, I" killed'; a big, big turkey J T
- — , j

* * ' J *

hung i t over ray shoulder and*its head "dragged in t he snow."


