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" Interviewer, Nannie Lee Burns,. ’
July 20, 1937,
Interview w 1thLu'.l.a Wyrick, -
. Rorth Liami, uvklahoma. -
) - L R ogtawa Indian.

From memory and her uother's stories.

. ~

’

Y . —

L‘y mother was Cathrine Robitaille ,nee iind, who was

s o

" _born ‘uo'ust 18, 1845 at Ott}awa z(&nsas. . s

>

She was the daughter of Judge and aallle :ind,.' he at

¥

-

one time had b‘ee? Chief oft the Ltta‘was. ,

-~

My great great- grandmother ‘Sallie .':'ind w‘es‘bérn L

near the Grea’c Lzkes and liv’ea Yo be one hundred and ‘

" sixteen years 0ld and died i7 1686 or '87 end is buried .
- L . . o ;‘/f’/

in the Ottawa Cemetery here.
1y fdther was ‘ﬂelford Robitallle a fullblood "‘*‘rezichman

* 'He died when T was a month old. Ly step-father was ‘:aiter R h -

Clifton Jennison of :cotch Insh descent angd, born at muscatme

Iova. i€ died :\.pril 7, 1834 when he. was nlnety years o.

»

~ .

‘ Ce LR ..
‘ .

-
- A

His nicxmame was ‘Wet."

'
2

- I we[s _born’ January 4, 1878 jlﬁast south of Uttawa.

[
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5Grandm6ihe1§-véas alweys a very active womau and remained

3 d
2 . v

' active t1ll her deat‘h in this county, only a few summers before

'''''

. * ’

she passed away she ma&e all the stra: hats for +he Cttawa -

R
. o
K

men and th{a‘ surmmer pefore She ‘died she walked 2 malf mile

CERY
v
’ ‘K

to vttawa »to‘ éh_urch'w_i‘th one cruteh.

¢ 5 T - .
A * . 1] . &

’;he ‘w'as e fa’vorité '*with the entire tribé aﬁd geveral

A 1

jears before her death her blrthday was celebrated by all .

M -

as a great eVent with a dénner and dance. 'i'hree 'years .
! ., - ’ $ .

before ner dea’hh after watching ’che d&ncers awhlle she

told them that she would shoiz.' them hovr they dancea when she -

7asa ! glrl and y:elt ou‘t; on {'fhe floor and danced for the crowd.

,,; ’.,,, " Bnmoval ‘bo Indian Terrltoxy.. - .

:, - .
/o ’

. My mother came with her p&rents fmm bttawa, Kansas

.,","' N
& B Ly .

w;\en she was seven or elght yea:r:.s old.i "’he trlbe moved i

e -V
* RO - o
4' . uin. %

2'=1e>re ~1n wabons and after th 1r errlval they helbed each

7

»
- hes

oﬁher 1:0 bu"ilu their flrst housés whlch were of‘ 1ogs, 'Hef:‘---
RN .
@ather 10 cated Gne-hal:t‘ m1le west of O’r,tawa 'v';hen they came.

;:, [}

'l’he pléce is nov" knom as the Lillie s‘hnd I‘arm. TP

‘
4 .

. ,,,. .
B Wbt 3

‘ ,zhe mumnes and 'hh‘e u‘ctawas llved togeuher at {;ttawa,
,“’, : P , S .

f: qu;saa, bub the former rece:ved some money and bought land

>~
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in eas;tern Kensas instea‘d'of cc:‘ining to the 'Indien Terri tory.

My mother started te school at the Ottawa Mission

near here wlile Ass and imeline luttle were in gharge and

s ) . ‘e -
went to the third reader and wes taught to sing the multipli- |

. - -

cetion table. 3he learned much, later from my step-fatﬁer '

’
’

~ho was an educ%ted men .
s L 3

-« .

I had an older sister, Christianea,.ho later married

.ilolt tubbard_ and who nowv liv\es in 'California, and "I elso

' had a brother uscar.

vur step-fether was a dhite man, = It was alveys a
pleasure for Uncle Chris .ind who "lived emong the Indians at
, ' ) \ . ¢ .

the 3ac and Fox Agency to come to visit us 'as he would sing

and telk in the Indian language and would tell Indien stories

H

——

.;;c us children. . o,
" : e .

-

ixotﬁner s Iharriag . .
After my father's death We stayed part of the time at

her father's tbough my perents had a smell one-room log

uouse of their owr. and 'before father's death he had the

logs .ready to build us a new one.

My gdtepfather was a cowboy and helped drive cattle f rom

the Texas Border to Baxter Springs Kansas, and when at this

r .

T o
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end on one trip he came to a dance at Uncle Joe “ind's.and

there he met my mother, who was theni Catherine wind Robit-

’

aille. They were married shortly afterwards and went to

housekeeping i the 0ld house that my father had built. Ky
¢ ‘e ’ . \’

.step-father had only his pony and saddle end Mother did not

have any crop or provisions laid u'p that year; my step-’

.
¥ ’

futher often sgid, later, All we haed was a hole of turnips."

Une day-he said to my mother, "Sis, I'm going to get !

7 .

us something to eat."

[

- -He saddled his pony and wént o Chetopa vhere £1e had
two ;:ozlsins, the Lucas Br'o‘chers\,‘ and told them that he had
quit the cattle business and’had married a widou with three
childzen who did mot have any'thing‘ to eat. They fitted him
_out with a wé.gon‘ and team and a load of groceries and sent
hin back. - .

Yy step-father knew nothing of farming or of pioneer

“life and ofte_h made mistakes but he had a sense of humor

4

. and &lways carried off sn unpleasant expe rience with a joke
‘perhaps at his own expense.
My father had the logs ready for a new house when he

dged, so my step-father decidéd to build one and in building

v . ' 2
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it he placed the logs on end instead’of laying them longways
and held them together with a piece nailed along the top end

‘of the loga and on this riece he placed th//x1mber on which

hls roof rested; the roof was of clapboards. “his house stood

r L4

tiii a few years ago and was the cause of many a joke but

father would alweys say, "I wanted a house differént from

the rest of you" rather than to admit thet he did not know
“how to build a house.

. Kedhﬁgmmo was the Chief-of the 3ac and Fox Indians,
was a friend of nmy step~father's and so when Charlie was: a |
baby, my ‘pcrents. decided to go to visit'chief £eokuk., ‘They i}
nad esten what they had at home so had very little to take
with them and on the trip. .e only had a jug of molasses
and Pather would éive us a long clean cob., ~'e wuld stick -
the ccb in the jug and lick it. ‘e made the trip in a.wagon
and one night when_we vwere camped, Kbthér saw a light in
a s&d nouse nearby and my step-father went to the house and
.told the lady that his wife and children were with him and

{0 -

asked if she would bake a pen of biscuits for them. She

did, and that was a fine supper to us.



WyRICK, TULA. INVERVIEW. ° 6790-6 83

Je stayédd in the 3ac and Fox country a year and Father

1
]

' was a peace oi‘fiqer’ there. Then we returned to th'e Litawa
\ % ,
‘ecountry here where they remained. iy step-Tather served

E“ér meny years a3 clerk of the tribe, in fact, till my
L. ,

sother's -death. 3he died June 18, 1916 of a paralytic stroke,

'

I forgot to say that ..other and my s}ep-father were

ndrried by Asa Tuttle end they did not have to get a license

. ané he didn't even give them a slip of uaper.
12

.y mother didn't like for us to spezk Indian and we

-

scﬁircely knew ﬁhat we were Indien. 3he was héilf French and
hal% +ttawa. O(nce, at a picnic at the Fooler Grove near
the Pooler Ferry she happened to be "c'arr;ring ﬁe}c- baby in
her ;hawl on her i)'ack vhen two whi.te wanen noticed her and
she h_eard j;hem say. one to the other; "There goes an Indian,_
tonder if she wéuld let us see .her papoose. I;;othér'ttmned
on th%m and !Said "My ‘baby is as wite as yours is.”

. i’y perents traded at Baxter Springs. .They did not g

-

of ten and the coffee that they bought was érem and we wuld

A}

rave to.parch it by the fire, stirfihg it-with a spoon and

grinding it ih e turn®d-by-hand mill, which was-held

i
’

between the knees.
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¢ went on 3aturday to Pooler's for the mgil

N

Podler's Ferry and 3tore. -

’

Uncle ..ose Poclr had seltled there when the (ttayas
o, =
came here anc first built himself a double log howse an in-

thoge days he raised lots of hogs. \
§

.his was vhere the .1d . ilitary road crossed the ‘I‘.eoé‘ho

7

.iver, east and a little south of ijami.

¢ N
‘ \

-
4

\ ' : , \
" s travel increased, incle igse built & ferry and \
-« ”J‘-«—-""‘"“ \ ;

" started a store vhich his wife csred for. .s the mail from
i . . . \i\

: A
“hewna was brought here for the mail hack he soon obtained \

\\ o .
postoffice, called Foo 'er's postoffice. 7ihe postoffice.
1

‘ .
and store were in a separate small, freme building with a

L 4

| ' .
tosrd front 3\vith Jooler 3t,ofe’ and "rost Uffice above the door.

. H

‘*hen -there wag the shed -for the llors'es_ that were kept .

. . ' .
here-to change on the long drive. \;obe »00ler, one of his
SOnS, Vias tryi\ng to ride one of 'heése horses ong day vhen

i
he &g thrown and broke his back. lle is still humped from

1
«

the fall.. '

i
o .very yearon the Jourth of July they had an v1d 3ettler's

|
picnic in the g;r?ve’ nearby. ell, I| remember the first

\

v
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merry-go-pound that they hLad.

went round eand round vhile a big
- )

music. . -
Schoucl

nen I1ay sisteq was twelve ard

\

si., I startes ity © cn to sc..ol

2s ihe boys! nmtromd.
Fa 1)

Uncle Joe Wind took ris tic bLoys,

»

‘*ive days on the road and

\ ?

&ncle <0e xavé us so many e’ss:to eat.
§ — <

i

Uy the basket-ful at five cents
i .
L.

el t'e Uhilocco 3chool for nine

cn
RN

~yeaT for five years.

e
IIPIPRICC Lt

nile at quapaw,

'

obd =re ‘Jrea <fest

my trother b

y
)
and

th

: ulg not havesany bre kfmst so he ren away and went houe.

el

Py~

TC ze; to ok ‘Ggcar back an-.

s“e r@turnea nim that- the wvay i1 to a boy s neart vias thro.u;,h

ins s\,o!“’nach end if he wanteo to r*et along with the ohildren

]
»

‘not to, dej\rive thew of food. -

-

ne~ro vluyed

REVER

three children through in a wagon.

I3

one thing tat I renasber is
ver dozen.
months
for three months and . then btaclk in

3uverintendent told him that ‘he

e '\L

Co 6790-8 -

>n

1t wes pulled by & rule which

the fiddle for -

£ "

’

scur el nt,wd I wed

ccare oant o clilades ing

=

L3

one of Clay 3teven's
e were .
Thadr
4
e 'fould buy the”i
woudcl stay *.° .

-~ -

vhen we wonld corie % .
- . i » X

Reptamber.

- ¢ .

26 a fight ohs morning : .

tre Superintendent Then

i
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l.eCoin, who wes the Superintendent wes a erd man,: YHe ;

P r # M
weivhed two hundred end fifty pounds end his .ifc vas a

K3

R 4 y .' ! 3 1. e o ‘..
little woran, wefghing clout a hundred pounds. . g !

Prori the Jua;aw ..ission, I wus sent to cbash, Indians
¥ . .
for tuwo years. 1.y last yeur of school wcs ~t..sell Instit-
¥ y .

wle. ere.vie hgd children fron many different tribhes.
. . ’
Some times they would bring in & wmotlher and her children.
’ 4 ) ’

“hey were separszted an. the woumen vwould vork wnd the children -
; : - .

- N

were put in schosl. Uno instance I remember \as that of en

' Trdien woman end her small son who were brought {u and ;. '

senurated.  The woman went o ork as!a helper in\the dining, —-

rcomn. Che day afte. thay hod.been l:cre scveral eplis =s P

she children sere leaviny the &iLin; muos ler sti- belng the !
. PR ) .
3 - Liest was at the end of the line end the mother vweny up ;
»—H‘ Y -

. ¢ < ~
to "o ond tried to fut her ares wrownd hin- to love him
. \\ .

- \ . .
ant e [usied T er back ead I\ saw the tesrs cowe to Ler
» \

eyes. ‘er sou had forgotten her.
4

\

N A0
Larriage.

‘.hile I vwas at :askell Institute I met liarwvey Propeck,

"& Kimed Indiad end after I returned home on July[l6, 1896,
: . ‘ y

4
3

v

we viere married and went to Indiana to live. Affter seven
. . ‘\ M ~‘ N

wonths we 'sepa éted’and I retumed\‘\ to my people |here.

y
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I made application for work at the Juapaw Mission”and
.orked there for a year. e were' called "Iﬁdian Kélpérésﬁ'-

k1
Vet

2

I vwes assistant laundress and received fifteen dbilars pér

mopth end some of ny clothes. o
iyrick‘'a white man-
. an

December 20, 1899, 'I married‘George

-

nts‘ffém Tennessee

,

¢ho had come first to ..issouri with his p
\ * ‘ \

\

in \a wagon drawn by oxen, then they had go e to Rexas. He

¢ &

vere Yaised and after the.deth of his wife‘ e had come to
\yando{tte vhere he had a Hice“hqme. e were nn

3 ¢ ~a ) , -.,; ;A ¢
Uncle Jerry Hutbard. Tie lived in tyandotte two years when

pocr health ve moved to Qnapaw Where he dled Auoust 10 1936

Itens of Interesth

-

_ George~Emmejic, of Cttewa end French\deseent, was

ile Institute, was a bmther-in-law»to

e omqu

Aeqe Pooler by his\first wife. -He did not like Pooler.

educated s Carli

LI
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_ Lother first sav George Lmmetic on horseback when she

vas a young girl. Ee was in a cpox'\'d and in some way he
had a. scu&frle with some men qQver his st{)ve,-pipe hat.

Hé lost his young w‘ife"ang‘l baby and it affecte@-"his
nizd end he contirued o 1ive as & hé:'mi‘;g at bis 0la Place
in a hut south of Uttaws on the . eosho. The children were
afraid of him. ke woﬁid get close to a burnt stack o’r z;
strav; or( hay stack,  or even a tree and dance around i‘te

Indian fas%ion, singing and throwing his ax in the ain. /

e lived‘to‘ be sixty yesrs old.
’ ¥ .

Ti-Wah was g_nother fqllblood.;ndian that we were afrai'd'

of. e were afraid of TurKeyfoot too, a fullblood Shawnee

!

~

vho lived on 'arren's Branch. -

* The oldest Ottawas that I think of are: Lizzie ~ind.

: > ] :
who is a trained nurse at Hertford, Conneciicut;.

1

Lary
Shelton, who lives with her son in Detroit tut she visits
here each year; Ike \.illiams and Dave Geboe of Liami, who

Tikes'to make you laugh by telling catehy, fummy stories.

. Une I remember he told'me when I was small: . "I had been

hunting one 4th of July when I killed,a big, big turkey. T

hung it over my shoulder a‘nd_'its /he_m_i dragged in the snow."

[}
» 1



