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Field Horker's name Oruce Kelly,

Tnis revort made on (date) £PFid 14, TN - 193.8

£

»

1. Neme - Tice Woods, _ , .

2, Poct Oftice Address I'{enryetta, Uklahoma,

3, necidcnce oddress (or location) South of Henryetta.

4, DATE OF BIRTH; Nonth Kensas Day Year 1881

. . R .
L &
e

5, Place of birth

[

n ‘ % , :
6. Name of FatherGe De Woods, Place of pirth Illinois

Otler informat ion avout father’

Mary Ellen Harris

'ZA.. ,Na‘;le of N}Q‘th@r Pilace of birth Illinots

~

Otiter information about mother

x\Iotcu or complete narrative by the 1wela worker éealing with the life and

story of the .ersdn interviewed., Rofor to Manual for suc.csted subjects.
'md questi 10R S Continue on blank sheets 811 nc,cbssary and attach firmly to
this forim, ’Nux bcr of shcets attached .
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W0ODS, TICE _INTERVI®W | 13601,
Crace Kelly, ‘ a -
Investigator, ' . )
April 14, 1038, e ) %
N
'd Interview of Tice ‘ioods,

Henryetta vklahora.
Tonkawa in 1897 )

-

I came from Missourl %o sestern Oklslore in 1897

| in a wgone. Same other boys and I wers 1ooking for

work and we had hecrd that there was planty of it. down

there. Tonkawa was the ead.of the raillroad froéu Blacke -
well so it was a pretiy; busy iown. There were about
twenty stores and three saloons. Tﬁat was & farming

country with wheet as its p;inuiPCl crop 8o there wes

arn elevatar t@gre:’"ﬁ:i ; cattle were shipped out of

' Tonkews but-not as mn; as from other parts of

the state. Tho mail was cuarried in three &irecfions A

/Jbut _of Tonkawa as ths’tra%g oniv rari ncrth of tlere..

There was also much freightin; out of there with teams-

‘a;d.wagons. Yeople wcu;d bring in loads of producé cnd

- L

leave loaded down with sup.lies. ¢ :

ahest Harvesto. e

.-
-~ ™

I worked for two years in the whest hervest. -Whert

was ‘cut with a birder and some was ptacked and some
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ghocked. After the wheat was threshed it was leuled

to the elevato'ré and shii»ped. kost of 1t went north to

be ground s there were no mills at- Tonkawa. Between B

harvest times I worked in & saloon but there is nothing
interesting to tell about that.  ¢n of every class came
to szloons but the women didn't. Not many women drank

in those days and the ones who did never drank in public,

- Henryetta-1900.
. : ‘
I heard there was going to be a great deal of work
/
at :enryetta as the coal mines were openi}‘xg up &and the-

town was building and vesides it was a gc/od farming

country so I decided to travel farther south. uhen I

got to Henryetta there were a grga't many tents. I don't

s T

ow Just how many, over, a hundred but not over two hune

red and fifty. There werc about two frame houses and

[ .
one or two log houses not far from tfle tent town; these

/ houses would be in the town now thofighs at first the ,

”

e . /

lots were sold but ;k{\éeeds could be given. The owner

only owned the right to build improvements on the land,
- "‘—"‘"] !
In other words tle stle wasn't ldgal. Then the Government
. / -
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received clear titlea to the. 1ots.
f

,
’,d

Y : Crazy snuke.

In 1901 Crazy an:axes grganized a govermnent out at
I

tt79 k[ickory Stoxvp Ground E[nd rebellod against *he Go ern-

ment and especially agai%dt the white peotle coming into

his! fountry. He mede qqite a shov and was threat jxiq;g
tovllard the famers out there. The Gover ent sen

soldiers vzho captured Zs many as they /co 1d findof thess
Indiana and shipped th,ém off to jail i1 they promised

to betfaveg themgelves./ 4 lot of tha Taalte peoplg didn't

pay eny éttén‘!}ion ¢

_ ptning about 14/f

Other white peop ié/ who lived a liftle distance away did
A

bout this rebellior for: 1t to be impressed

this uprising gnd can't remember

r they weren't afraid of the Indians.

-~ not know enough
on -their memoTy/e hiany men knew fabout the uprising but as
lit‘tle o'f it wHs toyld to their mives as possible so that

the women wouﬁ.d not worry nar pe afraide. They say that

the next uprising was in 1908 but srnold McMullen and I
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were worlciné on & 8tone huilding on 4th &nd Liain on the
northeast 7orner when this uprising took place. ~This -
‘ building 1? still standir;g end has the date 190’7 on it.
BN lerrel, s United States larshal, United States
Yarshal Patty, Deputy ﬁmted stetes Marshal Bill lorey
exd Bob Crawford went /t/o the/ Hickory Ground to sesrch
ceme to Henryebta and ,tc@that

'
spers that had the names ol persons

for stoleiz meate. Th

they hed found some
~who were to feke the different stores and btuildings-in

A
took possession of the: town. That *

Henryetta when they/
scared the town foik serd 8 bi.g‘ bunch of the men were
)r'eady to follow tk‘:/e'se officers out there to clesn thém
oute I wss working bu’c. told them that 1_f‘ they needed
‘me 1 w.s ready ;o 20, LVery men was furnisy*,hed & new
.45 & 70 ?pringfieid rifle for $1.50 and th'e shelis were
" given free with the gun. These guns still had bayonets’
on theam when we‘got them, After dinner a,.bunch of these
men was brought in, z.zl‘l were walldng except two crippled
ones who were brought in in a wagone. All of them had‘

been searched for arms before they started in. 4t first

216
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they stopped down where tho KuOs & G. depot is now but
the Ke Oo & Go RaiIrcad ha'dx;'t coms through ienryetta
then. e all, ovezjybody,,\ went doWin there to see the

' prisoners who were'moz;‘tly ne¢ érogg. I talkeﬁ to one of
the crimzled priso%ers in the“wagggn who had@ been shot

in the hip. IHe told me that be ;:188 runnisg awey, crawl-
ing over & rail fence when he waS shot-e e eoid, that
he was shot at a distence 6f moge than .sefren I red

vards and the gun with which he was shot must bave been .

" \

the "longest shooting gun on earth. -
The excavation for the horgam, bulldlng was in pro-
grass on 41:11 and »hin on the northwest COXneYa The
" prisoners were brouuht up there, set on the benk and
. their pietures taken. I don’t know why anyone want;ad
to take. that pieture tut thers vas-a photographer in
town and I gueas he cculdn't get anyone else to have a

/
pic'cure takenu As soon as the train ceme ‘n the/se

prisoners were put on it and sent to Muskogee to the

. jail.

L4

In 1802 a-
« -

A

/ Texas Cattle.

ot of Texas cabtle were shippgd into
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Henryetta. They were‘ almost starved to deéth. They }
were 80 skimmy thet they would get down in the cars and
the others would tremple thes to death. Other cattle -
would get dow£ after thsy_ wers in the pasture and would
- be too weak: to get up again end they would die. All these

eattle would be ékimx’ed, the hidels .sold and the carcasa\aes

R .' 'heuled away, later tile bones w;re ¢: thered up and s(nd. @
oome people cl,.gimd thet these enimels hed what was known

' as the tiek fever but I think ‘l;;hey were starved.

;.- o Dishonest United States ‘ershal.

I helped to steal & good bunch of fat cattle and
/

\ 'didn‘;;ﬁ know I was stealing them until & long ti:me after '

it /.(as over.. A United States ‘jarshal, .Bill Yerrel, hired

to gc with him and his son = I .later found out that this

boy w&sn't his son, but e boy némed Guinn—-to gather & bunch

-\

of his cattle that he wanted to put din 8 ulfferent oasture. |
&.erml %ould see & fat steer».f look in I,his littie brand book,
look back at the brand on the steer and tell me "tp drive the )
" steer into\ the herd. - 1 nutiepd‘;that he slways picked the
fattest stgers but ‘supposed he had a reeson for doing it--

snd he dld.

N [
[
.
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After @ big herd was gathered;ho said the two boys could
take them across o the other justure and he and I (.:o'uld'
come back to town. I latér lelarnad'that the two boys
took them to Eufeuls, loaded them o the train snd shipped
them to market, lr. Merril and his wife left town, went
across the mountain and camped for aboixt three days. Cne
nignt he cane to my house, called me outside and peid me
‘the $3.00 he" omed mo for helping with the cattle, i_{e told
me that he and his wife were 1eaving the country but he
d1dn't want o leave without paying me what he owed me 50
he came back for that purpose. Even then I dfdn"t "ecatch’
on" until people started to° tas.king about the stolen cattle.
cf course, I didn't tell what I knew ‘about the affair,
‘That taught me just because a man was & Uni‘bed States
- officer was no reason %o trust him.  There were good, brave
"and honest United States Mershals but there were more than
one 'who were as bad 23 ‘the men they were after. 'Mamv an

outlaw wag an ignorant boy at the beginning.

First Ges Wells of Hemryetta. o

v; ) . & ) R . ’\
The first ges well at Henryetta was in the alley between

LN
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Second and Third Gtreets and between Trudgeon ané Division,
back of the place where th;a Hgd Ball Trensfer Company ig -

now. The next gas well was on Sixth ’ap.d} Corporatic;n Streets. _
These gas wells were both drilled by a kr. Viright who is now

desde Jo We Moore, "of Hoore Street, --em'yetta, sas.his help-
ere These wells were Hanryetta'é first gas at.pplies. The

" gas nov comes from Tiger Mountain.

.indians Dried Liver and Applles. <

I went to the house of =z mixed blood Creék one time;'

» “

" he was pa%t Indian and -pert Freedmen or negro. There was’

u very long clothes line in the back yerd and it bad beef

a liver h‘anging on every inch of it. It wég in the middle

of the summer time and fhe flies were bad tut the meat was

drying out there unpr;ﬂtectad. I have known Indions a long

time tut I'd never seen them eat such filthy stoff a,s-thgt

before. \ | .
I had often aeen ny wife's people dryiné apples. They

peeled and sliced them, ther the Toofs of all the houses

were covered with them. Apples were always dried during

the dry part of the summer time.




