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Crace K e l l y ,
Investigator,
April Ut 1938, . '

f Interview of Tice n'oods,

.• Henryetta, uklahoi&a.

Tonkav?a in 1897 .

I came from Iviissouri to western Oklahor.ia In 1897

in a w?igon» 3ome other boys and I were looking for

work and we had heard tiiat there- was planty of i t , dov/n

there. Tonkawa was the e j d o f the railro&d from Black~ '

well so i t vtas a pretty busy town. There were about

twenty stores and tliree saloons. That was a farming

country witlT'wfceet as i t s prinoipsl crop so there wss

an elevator titeruv. AZlev; ca t t l e wore shipped out of

_ Tonkawa but-not aa Elan; as from other parts of

the s ta te* Tho mail was carried in three Urections

"•out.of Tonkawa as the" trai^i only ran north of t \er««

There was also much freighting out of there with teams -
t

a;,& fragons» P.eople v?ould bring in loads of produce end

leave loaded down ^7lth suppl ies .

Harvest o

I worked for two years in the wheat harvest . -Whert

was 'cut with a binder and some was stacked and some
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shocked. After the wheat was threshed i t was hsuied

to the elevators and shipped, ko&t of i t went north to

be ground as there were no mills at-Tonkowa. Between

harvest times I worked in a saloon but there is no tiling

.interesting to t e l l about that . en of every class came j

to saloons but the women didnH. Not icany women drank

% in those days and the ones who did never drank in publ ic

• Henryetta-1900,,
. ' ' I

I heard there was going to be a great deal of m>Tk
i

a a t j-iemyetta as the coal mines were opening up end the'

town was building and besides i t was a good farming

country so I decided to travel farther south. When I ",

got to Kenryetta there were a great many tents . I don't

low just how many, over a hundred but not over two hun»

red and fifty. There srere abou't two frame houses and

one or two log houses not far from t&e tent town; these
/ • f " /

/ houses would be in the town now though. At first the
- **/ /

lots were sold but po deeds could pe given. The owner

only owned the right to build improvements on the land.

In other words the sale wasn't le/gal. Then the Government

'* i
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took over t he land.and r e so ld t he l o t s , tbjen t he buyers

received "clear t i t l e s to the. l o t s .

Crazy &u..ke»

In 1901 Crazy Snakes organized a government out ,at
• /

/IJi
*/enthe l/ickory Stomp Ground end rebelldd against +he Govern- l

i t ' ' i" i i , • • •* /
ment and especially sgainst the white people coming/into

• • • - i ) / ' • • ' /

his/ country* He'made qu/ite a show a»nd was threatening

' / " " " ^ / : / " / ' •

toward the farmers out .there. The Government sent some

soldiers who cap/tured es many as they ,'could find;x>f these

Indians and shipped th£m off to j a i l /injcll they promised

to behav'e themselves*/ A lot of the itxit& people didn't

pay any attention BO/this uprising and can*t remonber ;

~J"
j 7 *> / c

about it//for "ttiey weren*t/sfrald of the Indiana,
HOther white people,who lived a l ip t l e distance away did

not know enough/^bout tnis rebellion for1 i t to be impressed

on their memoryf* Many men knew /about the uprising but as .

l i t t l e of i t vfflis told to their /rives as possible so that

the women wouid not worry nor Jbe afraid* They aay that

the next uprising was in 1908/but Arnold McMullan and I
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were working on a s t o n e bu i ld ing on 4 t h end liain on t h e

northeast corner when this uprising took place.
I -. / • •

building 16 s t i l l standir^ end has the date 1907 on i t .
Bill iierrel, a Unitj'ed States Marshal, United States

i

* * ;

l*arshal Patty, deputy United states Marshal Bill f.:orey

a cd Bob Crawford went to the liickory Ground to se&rch

for stolen neat* They came to Henryetta and told\that

they had found some papers that had the names oi persons

who were to take the; different stores and build ings-in

Henryetta when they/took possession of the*town. That "*

scared the town folk and a bi£ bunch of the men were
3 j "

ready to follow t^ese officers out tfcere to clean them

out, I was working but told them that if they needed
i

me I w?.s ready to go. «very men was furnished a new

45 «• 70 Springfield r i f l e for $1*50 and the shells were

given free with the gun. These guns s t i l l had bayonets'

on them when we got them, Aftor dinner a,bunch of these

men was brought in, a l l were walking except two crippled

ones who were brought in in a wagon. All of them had

been searched for arms before they started in . At f i r s t
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they stopped down where tho lf«O« & G. depot i s now but

the K, 0 . & G» flailroed hadn ' t come through Henryetta

then . t<e . a l l , -everybody j~ weat down t h e r e to see the

<

prisoners who were'mostly negroes. I talked to one of

the crippled prisoners in the-Vagpn who had been shot

in the hip. He told,me that he was runni/ig'away, crawl-

ing 'over a ra i l fence when he was shot, he.esid, that

he was shot at a distance 6f mo$e than seven hundred

yards and the gun with which he wae shot must have been

the "longest shooting" gun on earth. - . "/

The excavation for the Morgan*building was in pro-

gress" on 41jh and iiain on the northwest corner. The

prisoners were brought up there, set on the bank and'

their pictures taken* I don* t know why anyone- want/sd

to take that picture but there was*, a photographer in

town an2 I guess he cculdu*t get anyone else to have a

picture taken* As soon, as the train came in the^se

prisoners were put on i t and sent to Aiuskogee tp the
js ' i l . "

Cattle.

In~190S a lot of Texas cabtl© were shipped into
v -
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Henry«t1;a. They were almost starved to death. They

were .so skinny thet they would get down in the cars and

the others wpuld trample then to death/ Other cattle

would get down after they were in the pasture and would

be too weak- to get up again and they would die. All these

cattle would be skinned, the hides sold and the cercasses

hauled away, later the bones were gt thered up and so^d.

oome people claimed that these animals had what was known

as the" tick fever but I think they were starved.
* ' • . - / • ' •

A Dishonest United States Marshal.
• • / . ' _ ,

I haLped to steal a good bunch of fat cattle and
' • / , * ' ' •"

know I was stealing them until a long time after

it /sras over.. A United States Marshal, Bill Merrel, hired

/
» •

to gc with him and his son — I later found out that this
'\

boy wasn't his son, but e boy aanaed Guinn —to gather a bunch

of his cattle that he wanted to put 'in a aifferent pasture,

barrel would see a fat steeiv look, in iis little brand book,

look back .at the brand on the steer end tell me to drive thesteer Into the herd. - 1 noticed that he always picked the

fattest steers but ̂ supposed he had a reeson for doing .it—

and he did.
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After a big herd was gathered.bo said the two boys could

take them across to the other jjcrsture and he and I could

come back to town. I la ter learned that the two boys

took them to Eufaula, loaded them oi. the train and shipped

them to market, Mr. Merril and his wife lef t town, went

across the mountain and camped for about three days. Cne

night he came to my house, called me outside and paid me

the $3.00 hexowed me for helping with the ca t t le . He told

me that he and his wife were leaving the country but he

didn't want to leave without paying me what he owed me so

he came back for that purpose. Even then I didn' t "catch

on" until people started to* talking about the stolen ca t t le .

Cf course, I didn' t t e l l what I knew about the affair .

That taught me just because a man was a United States

officer was no reason to trust him. ' There were good, brave

and honest United States.Marshals but there were more than

one who were as bad as the men they were after . Many an

outlaw wag an ignorant boy at the beginning*

First Gas Wells of Henryetta.
c

The first gas well at Henryetta was in the alley between-
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Second and Third streets aid between Trudgeon and Division,

back of the place where Ike l*eS Ball Transfer Company id"

now* The next gas well was on Sixth and Corporation Streets.

These gas wells were both drilled by a !&•• bright who is now

dead, J. W* Moore, of Moore street, Henryettfc, aas. his help-

er* These wells were Heaiyetta'd first gas supplies* The"

gas now comes from Tiger Mountain.

„Indians Dried Liver aid

I went to the house of o mixed blood Creek one time;

he was payt Indian and 'par t Preedman or negro* There was"

a very long* clothes l i ne in the back yard and^it had beef

^ l i v e r hanging on every inch of i t# Xt was in the middle

of the sunxaer time and the f l i e s were bad but the neat was

drying out there unprotected* I have known Indians a long

time but I ' d never seen them ea t such f i l t h y stuff a.s t ha t

before* , . '

I had often seen my wife ' s people drying apples* They

peeled and s l iced them, then the roofs of a l l the .houses

were covered with them* Apples were always dried during

the dry pa r t of the summer time*


