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. fapily and other rear relatives left the Cherokee Nation
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OLD INDIAN DAYS.

o’
Py

&
My name is Willism ©. doedall. I was born on the

old ttand :‘Watg homsieqd, on Honeq Creek, in Delawarg
Distric,%, Cherekee Nation, Indian Territary, about six
or saven miles south ‘o:’c’ the present town o Grove. 4s
stated in my formar intarview of April 2, 193’7, my

grandfather, George. Caruth \‘ioodall, toge ther witn his

in 1858 to go to California, when the Gold Rush was en.

r‘i‘ali of allotmant of Charokea ands’ brought thnm back m

-

1868, but whila they wem away the —Oi'nl War had been

‘fought, and the Chnrokee Natien was’ badly torn. A When -

= ~

thpy returnad three children had been born to my parents

\\
—

vhile they were in Californis end the olge;s,t, Johnnie,
had died and was buried themmhay got hare my

grendfather Teturned to his old homs, but my fatber,
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#11liem Coffey, sterted out to find a place for himself.

Them'e were any rumbeyr of housea all through the natibn,
that hed baen vacated when the. ”Wer brolm out, and ny ©

~

tathar found & good dcuble log house, made of pine logs,
standins ide, on Honey Creek and just moved. into 1t¢
I was born there, and we li.v.d there several years before
any one laid claim to thé house.

House was General Viatie's:

P

A few years after the War the old Indian courts were .

re-gstablished over the natitn end there wes a courthouse

90 -

in Delaware District nesy the place we ware living. Generel

. Stand Watio was a practiozng attorney in the Charokes .

murts and - brovght au.tt aginst my father ror the placs

———

' in which we wore living. but ny father beat tha caso and

kep‘b the placa. It scems tlat General Hatie ha.l amgl ’

Iacea in Delaware Bistrj.ct and &fter thn War he lived -

S

et Webbers Falls a short time, then moved to one. of his
placas across Grand Biver, south of the present tom of
Be'mico. 'He was living tharo at t&n —time of his death,

-
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‘his beﬂy has never been moved.

which oég:ur.i'cd on the east side of Grand River, at one -

\ ) ) cow
~of his fomer 2ces, where he had gone to t’raz'wact

- BOTO bnafneaa. The ‘river was past :t’ording apd stayed
up so long, that it bocame necassary %o bm-y him on ,tho
old place he had fomerly lived baface tbe War, a fev
miles vest of Southwest cxty, Miasouri, in the Chorokee
Bation.. Stand watie's wife ras buried in the old Watie
canetary, on tha wast Q;de of Grand River, and hnd

and Satie’s inscription put -on’ her tcmbstono, which

J.sads many %o believe that he is buried beaids her but

A

‘ A Civil War Story. '
P . J )

I lave heard my’ fapher relate s Civil War story about

] ~.a full biood Cherokoe Indian as rollou.‘ Stand Fatie had
a First Lisutenant of the nama of m::ard and a Seeond

' Lieutenant of the neme of #ilson Suagse. Suage,o was a

Y , . e
Full Blood end couid mot talk mmch English, and one dey

he met a bnnch of Foderah in the rod, dressed in uniform.
The Gapiain ol the Fodmal uoldiora approach'd Smgu and

<t
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_acked Mim if ho had ever seen any men like these ‘before,

- ' : ' . A
pointing to the men in uniform. 7The JIndian zald, "Yes,

I kil 1% six, slyeady.” "Who are youz" the Captain said.

\

_"Stand Watie, he first, Buzzgrd, hemnﬂ me, IY = third "

>

,, the Indian said. "Laﬁ him go," said the Captain, "he is

\
’k
-

CYRZY "

Hilliem Coffey Woodell, Sre . ~ .-

. 2

My father's name was ¥illiem Coffey "ﬁ;’dﬁn, STe, and

my mother wes Maygurite (Reece) Weoodell,  They wei'e tha -~

” mparents of eight children as followa: J‘ohnnie, James

' y rathew rioved to Hickory Grove, scross the river\, north .

N
- \ 3
.

_but he had. herdly gotton :nmrod barora tpe Rational® Board

Bonaparte luey .Tane, Charlas, L:!.zzie, ‘f?illiam Cotfes, .‘:tand

Watie, and Susie mm s‘-’hen I was efght years old, in 18'78

‘of where we wors 11~v1ng on Honey Creek having sold the old
Stand tiatie place. My father had been teachzng achool at

Hickory Grove for ﬁometime and wa;f{'-,ad to be nesr his work,

of Education oent him back on tho same side of the river he
‘had moved mm, to tgach the Jeff Parks schoel. Be hmraoa
with Parks, anﬂ did not- try mving any more. Jeft Parka '

‘x
1

N
) !
o3
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was an oiﬂ-ﬁmr, having come hera from Tennés'éao in 1868, .

. /
: InJ,.&QO my father sold his Hickory Grove farm and moved

\‘

to a place about gleven- milea southsast, of Vihita, whare ’
‘ho took his ellotment, snd whers my mo ther dleds Ly
mother was buried et Hickory vae,,/and whsx_x my fath?r
d1ed 1n 1015, we tock M to Bickory Grove snd buried bim

14

beside my mothers

s

' windian Has L’icenée tb*;Px'actice.

s

-

Thia same Indian, 'ﬁilaon &mgee, mentioned abo#e as

having mat the United States soldiers 1n the road and

gotten by them by, being pronouncea "erazy” was a resident .

or Delauare District axid ai'ter the C’iﬁl Wer procured a
lieense t»o practica law. He wﬁs proaecuting a/caao 1n
the Delaware court one day, in which & mn. ggd atolm a
‘hbg, while Genersl Stand Wetie uaa defending \thg_ men,
Whefi Suagee:;got.; up to meke his speech ke seid, f’Dﬁfén;lazit.

can’t make it nothin" but guilt. Stand %tie she talk

1t aJ:I two 1&38"1886. (A thig;, Ben Landm who was .
sitting'hearby 1augh9ﬁ. Than ‘the Indian aaia, Be .
hzﬂm, she danm toolywnaon Suagea 1oat his casa to

-
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Stand Wetie, and was so med beceuse Beh Landrum hed

. laughet at hin, that he Tsn S0 tie dgor, gave e Wg

whoop, jumpad tmt the door and tore up nis ncazse to

practice law, and quit the bnainess.

~

-~ " Brother was last District Judge..

My -brother, James Bonaparte WOoﬁall was the last

\

Disiric.t «ludge of Delauax"e District; he wes e).ected in

1897 and served until the Curtis z‘s:Dt put him out of .

b;x’sin@a, ‘June 28, 18¢8. When my brother wes elec?éd

he was livix_lg'—in #fton, snd es thers wes no writing

peper in the téwh, hé sent word over to Sem Parka, an

attorney An Vinita to havb him some envelopes and 1etter-

~ heads printed and sent over .to, h:i.m Parks called the .

o

= printer and sat dowa to the typewriter and wrote out

n<

the following Lopy; for the envelopew "hIo find ‘em ia 5

~ days, come back, that Jim Woodsll, he's Bistrict Judge,
Aften."' "Surely, you don't wnt ae to print it in th»at
form do ycu, B&r. Parka?" The prlnter aai&. cer‘hainly,
aaia Pnrks, “he t0ld me to ﬁx 1% up;, and..seid that was

/

\
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' the way 'ile vented it My brother thought it was a good

Joke and used every one of them. When my brother ade
journed the d,is‘l:zj:lc‘t;l com"b, of Dela'walzge District, oé .
June 28, 1898, he announced that, "Thif court now stands .
ad journed fgr a thousend yearsq"‘\ He w 80 opposed to
Statehcod that he 80)d biz end his ch ren'é allotmants
as soon as he eould,aand went to New Lhzé.co and settled

in the mountains about sixty miles north \of Albuquerque,

_ whners he and his fomily hgmesteaaea a hun&rad and gixty
acres per hend. He séi;l, when he first went there that
 the mountaine were<flI-of wild harses and‘ that Le ond

o~

his boys captm-ed & lot of them and broke than to. work .

r8

v
.
\
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later hie son, James Honaparte,wes elected to serve the

1ast term..

Killing near HIekogx Gr_o{re.

—

While we were 3.171ng at Hickory Grove, about eight

mile south of the present town of Afton, a killing took

plac almo:t in aight of our placa. My sister, l.ncy, and
mw':‘e\ were out in the yard playing vhen we heard three
shoté ing out and right away a fire black saddle horse
came d ahing by our gate vith a saddle cn. 1t was only

8 fow nutes befm-e - man came by after the- horae and

to1d us |that } nry Brown end nill lamer, both well known.

: Cherokeep,h&d shot each other from their horses as thay

just accid ) ta]ly et 1n the road. Brown had & wife anﬂ

e child,. s Who i\atill living neax Afton.




97
WOODALL,-WILLIMM C,  INTERVIEW = 13432
9=

The 014 Settler Payments

In 1893 President Grover Cievehnd appointed a com-
mittes of old settler Cherokees to mke & roll of all
the "01d Settlers” then living, together with their

_ééscémlants, with a view of Ming an old settler paymemt.
My father was appointed on this cmittee, which was &s
follows: William He:ﬂricks, I’reaident' Darius Ward, See-

‘ retary; Thoms's Re Knight, Jemes Me Keys, and #ilifem
.,offey ?foodall. o

" When the roll was completeﬁ D. M. Wiindom, Indian
Agent 8t Mogae,sent his son, Fent Wisdt_m, to a1l

. the leading towns of $he Nation to meke the”- paymen ty
'hich uas made-in eaah. A 1args force of guexdis, picked

j from the best markemsn in"the Nation aceompaniad the .

paymmt and no at’tenpt was ever mﬁe to teke the money
which was carried ﬁi_th them from place to pls cse My

. father was selected as o;e of the interpreters to accoms

pany the’ payment. _' |
hw father. tella of one lncident when & thite man

e attemptod togo in tith his uife to, draw her money, but

1]
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this was one thing that was forbidden, No wiite person

- wes allowed to draw money for the Indien wife or hnaband.
) In thia caae the wife did not want her husband 150 get
hold or her}#money, and he wes at once ejected from the
payment ground and my father says this old Indien women
had that %4.00.00 hidden in her bedding at her death-
several years afta:vard, with instructions to gng it to ‘

her aon, by an Ind:lan busbend, when shemed.

o Qoctalata.

Cowcha=la=ta, a full blood Cherokee Indian,tas elected |

Principal Chief of the Ch.arokee Nation in 18?5 and again

j in 1879, Dm'ing this time my father was a menber of the
"Councn, and a good friemd of the o.c.d chuf. T was juat

. & sm}.l boy and had accompanied ny tather and mother to the
capitol and when the Council adjou:med they came back with s
'Oochalata as rar as Spavinaw am stayed 211 night. My :
 parents were in a'wagon end had let me ride & pony. _If '
remember riding my - pony alongside of the old Chief all thy

way from Ta}:.‘;_.eqnah, as he too vas.rid.ing a ha')u. Wq,didg't _

s =TT LS
® ’




| keeulanguaga all the vra to hfs houae‘ hut i do not kno'
what he said from that day to this. The naxt morning
when Oochalata's roostery began to crew 1 thought I had ‘
never heard 8O many rooatera erow in nw lite. Thery ware
.scatterea all up and éown*Spaxim?r Creek, osting in .
: treu, and I thought he must bave at 1east e thousand
roosters. At that time Oochala‘ta tora his hair long,
braided in two braids and wot% & large bleck bat, wnile
By father wore his heir long, bt did not braid 1t. He )
-jnst tucked it up under his hat, like Ghief MB f?é.
;Burﬁngton di& bcfora he cut its My father and Cochalata
both cut their hair in latew years and wore thair hair o
| lika the ghite mane e ' S -

Qochalata Ren Bosrding House.

“hen Ouchalata's term expired as Chief of ths-Cherokees,
~ he moved %o Tahloqueh end ran a boarding houses Meny of the
Cherokees boarded /’Xth him, including my father and’ iwself,

3
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‘when we were there to attenl the Council meeﬁnga. -

remenbera gang of Full Bloods who atoppad there singing

e great deel at night. They we:ro great singers and sang

all the’ parta and 1 thonght I bed naver befora heard such

- 8ingirng. Oochalata was ‘a Baptiat prreacher and lovad good
singing. Ths Full Bloods 'ould often bhring their choira

to the Commencement anreisea &t both’ the Senﬁnaries and

. they would as.ng at the closing or school. If ‘a singer

mdelacmigtake, he or- she was not allowed- to sing .gitl_x

the choir any more. °

] . - , - ) ‘ - . —— ) : . . - '%“ .(\‘2“&5‘;-"::‘
'An 014 Indien Hunter. A
- - b ‘ ‘ .

- »

Another old ﬁme Chemkee Indian, who livea on bpavi- '
;xaw Creok, was J’ohn ‘I’aggc : He m& tho name of being the
g.'eatast hunter in the Spavina' hills, and haé the naml ‘
of having killed as high aa aeven deer in one mrning, and
said he coum have killed more, only he dm not wan$ o
"k.tll 11; all-one day." Iohn Tegy livad up in a littlc ,
hnnow, running omt from the Spavimu Lake, recemtly mado .
. by the city of ‘l’nlﬂa for their water supply, end it 1s now |

w
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lmm s the "Tagg Eollow” end is 8 ramous ﬁshing roaort )
for Tulsa fishermem. This femous old hunter, for whom -
) Tagg Hollow 13 namad died in 1935 ‘in m_gust of that ycar,

-at the ripe old age of @ 3nmdred yoars. A During his tast

years he always Sza.mea the lake for ia 111 health, He |

ge1d 1t gave hin & "mia'zy in his legs," meeniug rhewetism.
Soon he couldn‘t hunt and was eventually confined to hia

bed. John never giite forgave the oity folks for building

that leke. Johm had & sister of ‘the nemo of Sellie Tagg,

who died in april, 1935,’%?&0@13 pueumenia. "Sel" as

those Tulsans lh;)' visited ‘Sphv;né' knew !;er; wes the most .
pictﬁraqque chemetér in the hillse ‘Jo'hn‘ was always proud ‘ .
_of his sister, because she i@s’;fhebest‘;ﬁ!f@i’jm% ?!é-"ﬁ?é‘}?'; , -
in those nills, despite the fact that she néver owned any
high priced filhing paraphemua like her thito neighborc,
tho csme with the J.ako. It is bclievcd thst grief over
hey passing, junt four months botore the aged huntem died,

hastonod his deaths = - .

179;1 Biglfnne:mlo L

'3

' J‘ohn Tagg was 31.1011 a big mneral by tha mn blood



Chercikess of Spevinmaw, with a Cherokes preacher reading
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‘the lost rites for him 1in the little Indian camstery,

. two miles north of r:'iﬁavinau, where John wes buried along=-

side of his sister, Sallié. A goo§~mny white peaple \

"attended that service, men and women who hed come to

lionor the erack shot of the Spavinaw hills, before rheus

patian 1eid him lows At the side of John's grave stood

i;ié wife, Esther, and four gmyfx children, some of whom

have had college educations;

-

.




