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Hazel B. Greene
Journalis t .
January 1, 1938.

Interview with iouiza Jane './right
502 South Second St. Hugo, Oklahoma.

./e just lived a l l around in that county around Sagle-

town, but I d idn ' t go about any graveyards, because one of

my neighbors told âe that alw ys when she went to a grave^__J_ *

yard to a funeral, she would nave to go again,in about three

months to bury .some of her own folks—so I would not go to

a funeral. I 'd go care for ' the sick and do. a l l I could for

the bereaved family and .wash and lay out the dead, but never

go to see them buried, if I could help. i t . .The mos.t of ,the

people just Juried t he i r dead close to the house,.anyway.

There was an old ful l blood Ohoctaw, named Harrison, who

died on the h i l l in his cabin home just across the r iver from

Sagletown and w?.s buried in the yard. ?;is pony v<as shot and

"klLlled on h is grave, .and the Indian was buried with a bag

of sa l t , so that when he reached tad happy Hunting Ground he —
- \ - -

• - * - x ••>

"would have sa l t -for h is meat. - • . . „

This Indian .he'd an old white woaia'n housekeeper, by the

name of Grimes who lived there just l ike those^ fu l l bloods ' .'
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did. ohe mad$ her jiallet- on the floor befd-re 'the fire and
-X-

slept just like they did.

Those" full blood 'Jhoctaws were the cleverest people

in the world; if'they likea you tney'a disiae the li-st thing

,+ they had with you but if they uidn't like you they v.oula not

ev&fT'l'o'ok at you.

I helped take care of the too year old baby of Jefferson

Gardner while it ..as sick and when i t died I washed i t and

laid i t out. 1 donH know where th.-y hauled i t to bury, i t ,

but guess they took it to wherever i t s mother was raised.

•She was & Christy and was raised over i.cross the river._sorie-

where.

Mrs. Gardner*^ brother, Welson Christy, vv;.s the ferryman

when we moved to Sagletovm. 1 was simply scared to de'ath—
A

t *

it was my first trip across a river on a ferryboat.. They

oared it over for tney didn't have any cables those days. I'""

Begged them to take me over in a skiff, because 1 was used to

skiffs, but they~would not, so our wagon and yoke of oxen and-

children and two horseback riders all loaded on that ferryboat.
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"""""""T-'j-Ust looked to the other side and sprayed to thciofd toJ

take us safeiy- over.- . .•

utter we jDt over th 'ere, my husband -ina m';, brother

worked for, Jeff Gardner a t the . ; r i s t mill, , the s&wmiil • nd

•the fe r ry , -t̂ hey d i d n ' t have to fer ry fountain Fork a l l the

"*""~~~-.-fcim&i_a,,-heii i t was low they could ford i t , but'rchen-'it was

--.. up my husband-b'rid brother-wouM ;,have,j.i<]^quit Their work a t ~^

•the mil l ' andF~~sej; folks' i scro^s . My hu«band,.vas Jim b r i g h t -

"**->**:«!I".%^:-*aad-'iay.~t>|«ther̂ wfciS . i i l l 31ackvidod.. They t e l l me That the

old burrs or grind rocks are s t i l l ly ing in the- yard of the

I guess the reason th,ey_'moved the mi l l t o the east

side of the river-acs1 .because the timber gave out 615" the

^ • wes t s ide^ . The m i l l workers na tu r a l l y followed-the m i l l , '
- _ . _ _ " • » M t . - ' • •

"'v
 T ., land' -that built-up -&he nev;-town which.was1 about two miles

east o^ the f irst "Sagletovm. The oeiiie.tery- sajs j-ust "about

a quarter of a mile op-tije. h l l i from_ph6 "new town met" was

callea the liowell Cemetery. . Just anybody buried there if

they wanted to do so, but they "hauled" tjie.most "of the .
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dead to the . rannan Cemetery, across the road from the

Howell GSmetery^and just about a mile further on the road

towards UltinaUiule; ' I believe the •'rannan Cemetery is

older then the Howell "J-emetery. '}

liear the .rannan Jenetery st.ood a t\vo-stt>ry log house.

•rhen 1 lived in i t , there .vere several big rooms, stack • ,*

• • c - *
chimneys,- and glass wifidcws. The rooms ware lined inside

"with plank. .It was called some ,sort of an Indian ^cademy

builaing, but I've forgotten the "name. I t "was sfcid that i t

was haunted, because several hau .beenfilled in those rooms.,

and when v/e lived there in about 1885 an old negro woman who

lived in one of the eabins close by,*s&id she was fifteen years
* • *

old * hen the Revolutionary .7a r WLS ending arm that she could

remember i t . .

* w'e livea further down ICo.untain jJ'ork in what hud oeen a

fine house, but nobody wanted to live in i t , bec-a'use i t was

said to be haunted. They said' somebod^'nad been killed in

' ' . • it,,- too, and I know there 'was one door which v/ecould
* • «

- never make stay shut; even though we would thumb-bolt i t .

^it would swing open^ugain. And at night there we're sounds
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around the house t h a t sounded l i k e somebody running a spinning

wheel. The house' was so big1 t ha t two famil ies of us raved in

i t ana sometimes a t night I 'd th ink I would near the o ther woman

spinning r-nd she .ould th ink she would hear me running my sp'in-

ning .vLsel. 3ome Imdsons L;,u l ived the.re ana a baby of the family

died there ana i t was said to have been.buried by the f i r ep lace

under the f loo r , then the l.udsons moved away. I t v,as no uncommon

thing to bury the dead under the f loor o r out in the yard o r

garden and put pa l ings a l l around the ggave and a roof over i t .

There were l o t s of fine old homes around jlagletown, some of

which were abandonea a f t e r the C iv i l . a r ana some were deserted

because the chi ldren had grown up zua t he o lde r ones hacr d ied .

a. good many white people were coming into the Ter r i to ry about

tha t tirae and they v<ould> occupy those f ine homesteads which were

made by the more, a r i s t o c r a t i c of t..e Ghoct^w- f ami l i e s .

In l a t e r •yeays''the white people got to taking f ive year

leases from the Ina ians . They would simply dig a we l l , build a

c r ib ' ana build & log cabin and keep a l l they would make on the

>land tha t they would c l e a r . After the f ive years '..ere up they

wou],d have to pay r en t , a fourth of the cotton and a t h i r d of the

corn.
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I remerabe-r once, my husband was pa l ing in a oi^ garden

for some Choctaw n o t f a r from our house, .They qu i t and went

off t o do something e l e "for a day or so and le~f't tha t p a l i n g

unfinished and they >.ould £.et no pay u n t i l t h e -fence was

f i n i s h e d . <,e h&u no meat to eat and rny g i s t e r r i n - l a w had no

meal, so we went down t h e r e t o f i n i s h t h a t fesnce i f they v.ould

l e t us so we could -get something t o e a t . The. Indians would

not l e t us f i n i s h the fence. That old Choctaw v.oman j u s t stood

th .re and would look away off and shake her he^-d. *»e got an

odd negro womsn to i n t e r p r e t for. us but :±e Indian would not

l e t us n a i l those palings.o^—e-ven a f t e r we made her understand

t h a t we were hungry. Then we asked for«her washing o r i roning

but she said next week. However, she gave us some n e a t , meal<

and syrup t o take home with us and we .;ot our buckets and went

out and picked hucKleberr ies too . There were always l o t s of

ohose and b l a c k b e r r i e s along Mountain Fork -Uver. /.nd b e e - t r e e s !

They said tha t a t one time t . iere were t h i r t e e n swarms of bees

in t n e limbs, of t h a t old b ig cypress t r e e on i.ountain ?ork.

There used to be a whipping t r «e a t JJagletowh, then they

moved the court t o Sulphur Spr ings , v.hich was a deso la te looking
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p lace . There I saw my f i r s t buffalo, a v ic ious looking thing-,

Judge Jackson hudson l ived c lose to tha t old Academy bui ld-

ing and he must ha/e been a sort of a Ci rcui t Judge, because

he would go to o the r .p l aces -jll around and hola cour t , he had

a fine home, too , and l o t s of l;.nd and l o t s of5* cat t i e .

5 Jakes j y e r was our preacher . He was a fu l l blood Choctaw

Indian, but because th^re were lways a few v /h i t e^eop le sca t -

tered t a rough, i he son ; ; resat ion, he vvould pre-.ch in Choctaw and"

then in "English. He was a l s o ' a carpen-cer..


