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Journalist. ' : - ,
January 1, 1938. o .o
~n ‘ . o ‘ ~

interview with louiza Jane tright
502 South Second 3t. Hugo, Oklahoma.
n

~
?

Je just lived all aroﬁnd in that county arougd Fagle-

town, but L didn't go about any éraveyar@s, because one of

s

¥

e my neighbors told me that alw-ys when sﬁe went to a grave:_m;_ﬂwﬁ___
yard to a funeral, she would have %0 go again in about three
months to bury some o7 her’bwn folks——sq I woulq not go to
a funeral. 1'd go care for' the sick ;nd dg all 1 could for
the berea’{red family and wash and lay out the dead, but never

' go to see them buried, if I could help.it. The mosy of .the

-

~ * ‘people just buried their dead close to the house,.anyway.
There was an old full blood Choctaw, named Herrison, Who
died on the hill in his cabin home just zcross the river from

Eagletown and v:.s buried in the yard. Eis pony was shot and
_© - “kKilled on his grazve, end the Indian was buried with a bag

— -

-— o~

of salt, éo that when he'béachéd\th§>kap}& Huntidg‘Groupd he —
-~ would have_séit‘er his meat. . .o . - L

This Indian.hédvan-oid\wpite.woman housekeeper, by the

neme of Grimes who lived there just like those full bloads ' .°

L} » . . £}
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.

.She was & Christy and wes ralsed over vcross the rrvenwsqne-ffv

~ where.,
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did. she mE§§ her pallet- on the floor pefore ‘the fire and )

£

slept just like they did.
Those full blood Choctuws were the cleverest seople
e T .
in the world; if “théy likea you tuey'a diviae the lest thing

P .
they had with you but if thej aidn't llK° Jou they woulu not

even” 1J%k at you.

S~

I helped take care of the two year 0ld baby of Jefferson

Gardnsr whlle it was sick and when it died 1 wsushed it and

laid it out. 1 don!t know where th:y hauled it to bury. it,

4

but guess they vook it to wherever its mother was raised.
. >

J
lirs. Gardnerts brother, welson Christy, w.s the ferryman
. ;

when we moved to Eagleﬁown._ 1 was simply scared to death--
it was my first trip scross a river on a ferryboat.. They
oared it over for tney didn't have any cables those days. I

Begged them to take me over in a skiff, because 1 was used to

skiffs, but they would not, so our wagon and yoke of oxen and

children and two horseback riders all losded on that ferryboat.,

(%]
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a1 Fust looked to the other side and “wruyed to therLord to
. = - | ) N N

take us safely over.- . ‘
: R " ~ 7

»fter we 0t over tiers, my husband =nd m, brother

* worked for Jeff Gardner at the ,rist mill, vie sewmill :nd

N . .

the ferry."mﬁhé§~@idn't have to ferry mountaln ~ork all the

-

. TEres kimgl u.hen ‘it wes low they could ford iv, but whénvii'was

“‘-\__‘y .‘\..-—-.....,\_
W

up ny husband ‘wnd urouher uouLd have ta/aﬁlt nheir work at -

* . e
. L3

the mlll anéigeg fOlkS‘&C?ng. my husband . was Jim Jrlght-

“~

- o~
"“?”1°’“‘*and~axgp;ather wag ,111 Blackwdbd. Dhey tell me that she
~, R " )
: old burrs or grind rocks are stlll lv1nL 1n the yard of the
DR B g N ST . . '
¥ Gamner m&nslon. e e i :

-~

e - L v

guess the reasgn ‘they moved the ﬂlll tB the easf

K \_,_"’.11“«‘_- Tmeeee TE

side of the river- wes .because the tlmber gave ousv ot the '

4 ‘-.
.

_—--,-..,
W -

- west s1de. The mill wo*kers naturellj foilowed- the mill,

- o+

V;\:an&‘thét built up vhé new -town which was atout two miles

- -~

east of The first Eagletown. The eemetery was Fust "avout

a quarter of a mile u"~tne hilt Zrom Lhé new town ¢ nd’was

-~ = qWMeae VL M AL AN ALY VI B AT LT TY
e SN ( 4
N s

callea the AOWBll emetery.; Tust anyfbody buried there if

e - -
< " - .an - N STITT s o

theg wanted to do s0, but they "hauled" the. most of the

~~~~~




- | . 447

" . ‘ v
WRIGHT, LOUIZ4 JANE. *SECOND INTERVIEW . . 12686
“Qé\&n_ | N . S
’x~~ . L 4 “

- . 4 .
decd t0 tne . rannan Jeuetery, across vl
T — ° . T, .

Lt G

T . 3y » 3 . .
Howell Csmetery and just sbout & mile furtuer on the road
. / a3

towards Ultinathule; ' 1 believe the !'rannan Cemetery is

older then the Howell lemetery. /

LA

. . o
lhear the .rannan Cemetery stood a two-story log house.
[

~«hen I lived in i%, there sere several big rooms, staci
) ~

chimneys,. cnd glass W ws., The rooms were lined inside
. " Ve ’ g
"with plank. .It was cslled some sort of an Indian ncudemy

-
-

builaing, but i've forgotten tlie name. It wus stid that it

wes haunted, because several lLau been killed in those rooms.

-

and when we lived there in about 1385 an old negro woman who

/ .
e road from the <

7

lived in ome of th® cabins close byssaid she was fifteen years

~

\old when the revolutiondry ..ar we's ending andl that she could

s,

- v

: ~ .
‘remember it. ) .

—

Y
. e lived further down jountain fork in what hsa neen &
fine house, but nobody wanted to live in it, becsuse it was
said to be haunted. They sasid somebody had been killed in

*ity too, and I know there was one door which we could

- never make stay shut; eﬁen-thqugh we would thumb-bolt it.

At would swing open.sgain. Apd at night there were sounds

. 7

>
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around the house that soundsd likc somebody running a spinning
o L
wheel. The house was so big'that two families of ts F¥ved in

it ana sometimes &t night It'd think 1 would near tlie other woman
spinning :.nd she .ould think she would hear me running my syin-
ning shpel. JSome Ludsons Lid lived there ana & baby of the family

died there ana it weés szid to have been buried by the fireplace
. ) o

under the floor, then tne l.udsons meved away. It was no uncotwaon

. A . .
thing to bury the dJdead under the floor or out in the yard oOr

garden and put palings all around the grave and a roof over it.

-

/

There were lots of fine old homes around Zagletown, some of

~

which were abandoned after the Civil .ar snu some were deserted

- 4

because the children had grown up =na the oldefr ones hax died.

~“

'~ g00d many white peopls were coming into the Yerritory about

~ ‘ . o FL
that time and they woula-occupy those fine homesteads which were
~ - : ﬁ

ya

wad® by the more aristocraetic of t.e Choctegw families.

~
-~

In later‘yeazs“%he white people got to taking ﬁive'yéar
—

leeseé from the Inuians. They would simply dig = well, build a
e¢rib ana-build & log cabin 2nd keep all they would make on the

\ s - .

~land thet they would cleér, tfter the five years were up they .

”~

would haVe to pay rent, & fourth of the cotton snd a third of the

corn.
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I remember once, my husband wes paling in a pig garden

v

for some Choctaw not far from our house. ihey quit and went

®

off to do something el. e Tor a day or so ¢nd left that paling
unfinished and they .ould £et no pay until the .fence was

finished. we hau no meat to est and my sister-in-leaw hed no
. * 1 -
meal, so we went down there to finish that fence if they vwould

.

let us so we coula -get something to eat. <The Indians would
not let us finish the fence. Th;t'old Ghoqtéw woman just stood

th .re and would look away off and shake her hewd. e got en

old negro womsn to interpret for us but ske Indian would not

let us nail those paling:.omqmeven after we riade her unaerstend

H

that we were hungry. Then we asked forsiher washing Oor ironing

J—

but she said next week. Ilowever, she gave us some neat, meal.

and syrup to take home with us snd we .;0t our buckets und went

out and Jicked huckleverries too. There were always lots of ,

those end blackberries along lMountain fork iver. .nd bee-trees!?!
’ ' . -

They sald that at one time t.ere were thirteen swarms of bees

in tane limbs.of thuat old big cypress tree on ..ountain Fork.

There used to be & whipping trece &% 3qgletowh, then they

moved the court to Sulphur Springs, which was a desolate ;ookiné



" WRICHT, LOUIZA Jahi, ' SECOND INTERVIEW 12686

place. There 1 saw my first buffalo a vicious looking thing.

- ?

Judge Jackson Ludson lived close to that old ..cedemy build-

ing end he must has/e been s sort of a Circuit Judge, Leceuse

he would go to other nlaces ull sround und hola court. He had

a fine home, %00, und lots of l:nd =nd lots of”cattle.

James Lyer was our pre.cher. lie wes a full LloLd Choetaw

Indian, but Yecause th-re were lways = few white- eople scat-

tered turough. the con;iegation, he would pre-ch in Choctaw und

.

then in English. He was also & carpenter..

o



