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L>B« Greene,
Journal is t ; , •

Jan. 12, 1938.

An Interview With Harvey Thomas
Wright, Idabe l , Oklahoma.

I was born a t Dal las , Arkansas, November 15, 1870.

Dallas was the .county sea t of Polk County u n t i l the "ansas

City Southern Railroad was b u i l t thro.jph Arkansas; then the

county "seat was moved to Ivena.

I moved from Vandervoort, Arkansas, to O&rvin, Indian

Te r r i t o ry , in about 1905. I brought a stock oi' general

merchandise with me to Gervin, e.nd bought out tjae general

stock of merchandise from ?!r. J . W. Kirk a t Oarvin. ' He

occupied .the old rock s t o r e bu i ld ing , of which the wells

alone are .standing now, so" I j u s t put my stock in there too

end incorporated the firm of Goff ,• Gamble, and Wright

Company. Garvin was a new town growing up and there ' as

l o t s of money'in the surrounding-country then, mainly from

Indian land s a l e s .

. Garvin was a t h r iv ing p.lace. The Choctaw Lumber and -

Veneer Company i n s t a l l e d the f i r s t ro ta ry veneering p l an t '

in the s t a t e a t Garvin, and gave—e"mployineiit to about two v

hundred men. This company also owned and operated an

Immense hardwood lumber m i l l . Their log road extended a
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dis tance of ten-miles or more to Red RivcrJ with t h e i r

sawmill end herdwood veneering p l an t together , they had

a monthly p.ayro.11 Qf $15,000.00 per month, or more^end

when they "went broke", t ha t "broke" nearly everybody in

Garviri. -The business of Ooff, Gamble end " r i g h t Company

depended upon tha t payrol l and when tha t ceased our company

went broke too , \e sold out t h e re: nant of our s to re and

moved away. I went to Fort Towson where I- bought the

Geo'rge Hall general iuerch&ndise s tock, and I operated t h a t

s to re a couple or three yea r s .

Garvin was incorporated when water works were voted i n .

They had to incorporate in order to s e l l the bonds.. There

was an exce l l en t .telephone exchange with hundreds of sub-

country was c r i s sc rossed with -

numerous rural lines. I remember that one extended

across Little River to my farm. From about 1906 to 1909
4

Garvin 's volume of business was more th^n t h a t of the whole'

county, but there was r i v a l r y between Garvin and Idabel as

to" which would be the county sea t of^UcCurtain County,, and

when Idabel won the coveted advantage, then Garvin began to

go down* Coupled with the f a i l u r e of the lumber company
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there, the town waa ruined. But for years i t was real ly

a booming town. Garvin put in the f i r s t and tao.st efficient

waterworks system in the southeastern part of the s t a t e , .^.

the f i r s t concrete sidewal'-s and graded s t r ' • ts, the^-first

bank in the county, and a nuiubej:_Q£-̂ piBTTdTd brick end stone"

of which &re standing tod&y. Among, them is

the splendid.brick school building and-the Presbyterian

church which is bu i l t of native stone, ..Garvin i s indeed

almost a ghost town-, 1 don't believe they even have a

telephone exchange now. If they do i t i s a very limited one-.

Judge G. A. Spaulding w&s United States Commissioner at

Garvin for a number of years, and' his being there and making

• i t a Ter r i to r ia l Court town was worth a l o t to the place,

V.B.nj men who have risen to places of prominence in the

sta te got t he i r s t a r t r ight in Garvin,5 and were ^monp. the

original settler,s of the railroad town of Garvin. There *,-ss

a Garvin pr ior to the building of the town on the rai lroad,

but i t was, I believe, just a post office in the store of

Mr. J, W. !<irk, on his farm about three miles southeast of

the present town. I have been told that Garvin was named

for one of the Choctaw Governors of the Choctaw Nation,
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whpse name was Gervin. Jr. ''irk "married a'Carvin girl.

I Relieve sl& was his rirst wife. Fe was one of the les-diug

'< ,* . "

cit izens pf the country, ''and when the railroad ceî e through

he^was jUvSt as prominent'in the yp-building of the tovm as

he ever v.es in the country.

He and his,tv«o v-lTes are buried L% the old V'ater Hole

Church, i a the ceiuetery there. -His second wife wes a —

McClure of the .proiranent Choc taw family of that time.

Garvin's history i s pathet ic , but such i s the price of

progress-, in the way of hard-surf&ce<3 rosds Tfhich leed e lse-
« )

where. Beffore the better roads, Garvin wes still 8 feir
< o • *

market for the farmers in the country surrou/nding i t .
iai


