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I was born august 28, 1837, at fort Gibson, Chero-

!

kee Nation. Iy father was vaul il. andre, full-blood
French, and ny mother was .ary Scott indre, Cherokee
and Jcotch-Engiish descent, wno was born -in the old
Cherokee Nation in alabarma and came to the Indian Ter-
ritory with her parents.ln the early emigration of the
t"old seftiers" and settled on Rayou Manarq aboutéfivéw;
mijiles from Fort Gibson %here the;” established and im=-

proved a claim, bullt a large double log house, two .

A}

storles and it was there they reared their family andg_.____———*-

- -

e

lived uﬁtll the ulV11 War when my grandparents were
driven out and.their home taken b’ Fe@eral soldiers, who
also robbed them of all their cattle and horses.

My parents were'married in the early '50's and three

children, including myself, a brother and a sister, both

older than I, were born .to them before the Jar. I was

"

' foui years old wﬁén the Jar broke out. Father would not

- join the Union ammy because_he did not believe in freeing
- . .

$

11

—

P ,;g,




b7

. ’ . v
. . . [
.

WoOD, JOSKFHINE ANDRE REID (MRS.). INTERVIgw 12278 AR -

. .
-2- "‘""
7.
s

the Negroes and making them citizens of the United States,

[y

but thought they should be deported to their native country}
neither would he join the Confederate army and fight the

Union. Therefore he made preparations to move the family

oo . , . . e
south $0 avoid -the serious conditions in the Cherokee

lation brought on by the /ar. He had all our househdld
. LI
effects loaded in a wagon and was ré&ady to leave rort
) — 1 4 ) -
Gibson with the family when he was arrested by federal

t

soldiers, all our possessions were unloaded from the

wagon and destroyed, even the.feathei beds were ripped
—

open and the feathers scattered to the winds and the

team and wagon confiscated; then father, mother and we

three children were loaded in an army wagon with others

¢

that were being taken north to Fort Scoﬁt, Fansas. ufter

a certain length of time-rather was given his liberty,
i T — :
but was obliged to remain in Fort Scott, He immediately

engaged in the saddle and harness business, as that was

his trade and at which he was an expert. Ife continued in
business tﬁere‘until the close of the Jar when he closed
out his business there and returned with the family to

v

Fort Gibson in 1865,
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I remember the return trip to.the Cherokee -Nation

. 'verx distinetly. The trip was made in a’ covered wagon,
~ b

ey

l:

one of a wagon train of war refugees returning to the
. . .

.Indian Territory. -I remember that during-—the entire-

time we weréd iﬁ kansas we never enjoyed the privilége-of'
eating what was called in those days salt rising corn
bread, that we ehildren had always been accustomed to

in .the ;herokee .ation, and on thne !eturn trlp to the “
Indian fer?&tSry we pussed a place where we scerted the
famlllar\aroma of salt rising corn bread. futher stopped
the wéé21:>ﬁentxto the house and found the lady of ﬁhe
house with a fresh baking of the bread, and he purchased
part.Sf the bread from her and brought it out to tne wagon,
and to Ehis,day 1 remember jﬁst how that bread tasted, I

~

am sﬁra,I never tasted anything in ﬁy Iife so zoo0d or that

‘s

I relished as much as I did that bread.

On: our return to Fort Gibson father obitained poséession

~of one of the old log barrack buildings, as there were many

‘\of %hem,ﬁgcant and unused aftqr the .ar and most all of the

@

‘ _soldiers had’been removed from there. In that old building

he rgéstablisﬁed his saddle and hégpess business in which
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by F. H. Nésh and is now known as the Florence Nash place.

after Father sold that place, he bought anotner place down

crib without being attacked by the rats, and when there

- M ’

-4 -

- ! ——

‘'he wds engaged in pre-war days in Fort Gibson., .le lived

for a short time in another of the log barrack houses

near the river. Later father bought a place on the hill

.
e,

southeast of the old fown of Fort Gibson, it that time
it was a farm, the house on which now stands about two

‘blocks southeast of the Citizens Bank, or the main corner

‘of Fort Gibson. This place in la ter years was purchased

-

in the o0ld town near the river so our home would -be more

_convenient to his business. .The family resided at that
: b :

place until after my father’'s dea%h which occurre? in 1869.
ihen we returned to Fort Gibson we found thé'town so
infested with rats that the condition was beyon§~bescription.

After the army was removed from theve at the' close of 'the

YWErg the rats seemed to take possession of ‘all the buildings.

. Little babies could not be left alone on a bed or in their

s

would be a death -in the town it was necessary to keep a

. close §igilanee to protect‘the=placé froﬁ the herds of

rodents. In maay casés;.adults vere attacked while asieep‘

“in their beds.

\
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My first days.in school.were while we were in Kansas. '

L )

after returning to the Cherokee Natiqn I attended the
Cherokee puﬁlic schools at Fort Gibson, later, the Chero-
kee female seminary at Park dlll. ; ‘was 'the flrst girl

to enroll in the rark nlll seminary after it was recon-

' ditionéd and opened after the wer. I.rs..blin was -the

first principal of the rark Hill Jeminary when it was
regﬁened, but did not make a suécess of it and held the
position only a short time, when she was>succeeded by
Wrs. Jane Thpmpson,‘always knowﬁ to the studéhts as

"Aunt Jane.” Tﬁo of the teachers I ﬁemember were~cousins
by the napg of Noise, who ceme there from the state of
ihine. At thét time all the'teachers for the nigher

J‘p

grgde scnools, or the geeater vaJOrlt of tnem were brought
\ PR e
—hgre’ﬁrpmﬁthe egﬁfern states, . , .
= I attended the iark Hill Jeminary three years, then
(RS .‘. /‘ - J
attended high school at Fort omith two years. £
after leaving school at rfort Smit. I came to .uskogee
in 1875 and went into the ladies avparel and millinery

business with iMrs. Jathrine Rinn as a partner. Our ylace

of business was in .rs. Rinn’s homc which was located on

s
\

<1
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what is now the northwest corner\of'iéin Street and uvkmulgee

& .

.avenue and set back fronm the street a shoTt distance, f ing
8
east. .Je conducted this businesé for a period of about two
. P . ¢ \

years and were.very successful. I-then severed ny relation

v

with the business and was marriegd in 1877 to i'rank 1. xeid,
v

. who established the Reid'ﬁanch sbout two miles south ard
southeast of .Luskogee in the late 70's., .hen he first es-

tablished the ranch he was employed as bockkeeper for tae

tkins liercantile store-in iuskogee, later taken over by
Captain severs, and :r. Zeid worked for .x, .evers. for a .

while, then resirmed and devotcd ais entire tise 1o nis

. ’ ?

ranch and, cattle business.
. s . . . \
e lived on the rancih six years and my two oldest .

children were born during thet time. In 1881 I bought a .

-

combination residence and store: building from my half -sister,

»

.alice Carter .vans, the wife of Hﬁbe .. ivéns. The property

was located on .Ain street about one hundred feet gouth of

Okmulgee Avenue, facing west. FEthat place I reestablished
myself in the ladies’ dapparel and millinery business and

within & short time built up a statewide business, in faect

it wes the largest business of its kind in the Territory

~
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at that time. I continued to prosper and enlarég ny
business until my place was deétroyéﬁ by fire ir 1889

when the entire business district of uskoree was wiped
[ .l

o

. out with the exception -of Captain .evers store.’
ﬁy'youngcst Sou, .rncst, was born one weck hefore
the store was destroyed by fire, and hovire our iLome
destré;ed, the children and I were taken 0. thé lome of

! my sister, .rs. .vans, at Brushy ,ountain, luver coning,

back to .uskogee and living here a short ti-e until |, .

eid bought a store at JauoosaowLere we llved and- conducted

N

N

\

a mercantile business unvil 1891, wher. he sold out fLie

business there and returned t6 -uskomee. .e lived or his

v

ranch for a.period of about two years, then moved back in-

to iyskogee, livirg here for some time., . . . | ) T
~ M \

Iater I establlshed a ladies? apparel and mllllnery
at Tahlequah, due to the ;act that the buszness
opportuhitie ooked good to meé and at,the same;tiae I

could place my chiddren in the Cherokee educ- tional in-

b

stitutions at that plice. - . | ]
In 1898 ir. seid dnd I separated and I continued my

business.and kept the children in school.
o ' : E 2
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In 1901 I was marrled to- Henry G. #ood, merchant
. and stockman of Tahlequah sbout three years after our
‘marriage Mr. ¥ood sold out-his business at Tahlequah and
bought the Rube E%ans,pLace at Brushy'DbhntQ&n where we

made our home until we sold the pronerty when\?he zllot-

ments were -ade.

" Mr. Wood's death occurred suddenly at éra:: in 1916
: w@iie there looking after some of'his.propef%y.
VEry.Qistinctly.do‘I remember when the steamboadts .

were operating on the arkansas and'Grané Rivers to Fokt
"““""EEEESZ?—QEESETEEFITﬁﬁ9nw¢n§'mx&w Railroad was built:ﬁo
Gibson Station, the steambosts were the dp%y mear.s, of '

'transportation in this country other tnan the stage coaches,

-

. } -
. w
. \ . } s . R

. The coﬁing'of'a steamboat was our grestest thrill and when

VB

f (a toat would Wnlstle for Fort Gluson, after entcr1ng Grand
" River from the Arkansas, the ent1re ponulatlon of the town
wou%d tura~out and meet the boat @t the landing, It was biiﬁ__
?\\\Qng\?f these bouts that the(cﬁolera epidemic was brought
'1nto Fbrt Gibson and swread with such disastrous results 1n.
1867. The dlsease provcd most dlsastroas with tne Negroeé.

The c‘ mander at the fort segregcted the Negroes and coloni zed
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them on' Fourteen Mile Creek about four miles from Fort
Gibson where a great number.of‘théﬁ.died from the disease,

However, many of them sur¥dved the epidemic and iaproved
! el

the land gssigned them and remained there for years.
Before the coring.of the railroads, the stace coach .

was our only means of transportation other than the steam

-
)

boats._ I remember wnen.wé would £o0 to Fort Snith we would
’ja§e the stage at Fort Gilson and came té uskogee cross-
~;ng the ¢rkansgs Aiver on the [levin's Ferry just below the
mouth of Grand River on what was xnown as the ;mSkoéee-Fort
Gibson-Tahlequah route. at kuskogee we:would toard the
stqge‘ en route té Fort‘Smiﬁh via McClgin and_debbers

Falls, where s stop for dinmner was made and wherv we crossed
the arkansas River by'ferrf, on through- Sallisaw to Fort -

Zl

Smith where another crossing of the rkansas was made by - -

&

ferry.

H

Eight children were born to the Reid marrizge, thrse

‘boys. and five girls. All were enrolled as Cherokeés and

/

received theéir allotments. All living at t§§j£ihe of 'this

writing except "Bud" Re;d/Who'was'murdered in 1931 at
Brushy Mountain Spring. No ch@ldren were born to the Wood

marriage.




