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Nora lorrin
Investigator
February %l, 1938,

Interview with Fred Hiram Wright
El Reno, Oklahoma. . .

1 was born at Whitewater, Winconsim, August 4, 1860, the

w

son of+ Simon Davis Wright end Amanda Hayward Wright. 1 lived
on Frince Street at the head of Feck Street in a two story

brick house, during my/boyhood days Gb\&g_;he age of sixteen

-~
v

years.

~In 1876 my father died.” I Temained in Wisconsin about

two months after-my father's death, then left and ment, to Lanark

.

I1liinois, and worked in thre sto;e of John L. Reynolds, a sec&rid '
cousin. From lenark uhe following yesr, 1878, I.went to Daven-

port; Iowa, and remeined the.e wiph fny cousin, Eugene L. Hayward,

o "

* for about a year, going to school amd taking a business course.

>

From there I went to Greene, Iows, where al thgt time my sister,
\ : . : >

1

Iou &, Pratt, was living. Here 1 1earned the harness MaKing
business or- trade. 1 stayed there about one year and went 0
Marble Rock, lJowa, anc worked for one Relph Wilkes and remained

N

there until 18’7‘9 and then went to Mason City), iowa, and went %o .

’

_Wwork for my brotI;er, William S. VYright, a 4@ his pardner .\m&er

the firm h_ame of "iffany and WJ;igh ", in a dry goods

*

in what is now known as ';‘}};he 0ld Opera House. Store". I

Tma:med
there until about 1881, when I left Mason City, Iowa, and'went
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to Chicago, Illinéis)and worked for Marshal Field Company for
S . .

Lz O

N

about two §é§f§j‘ﬁétﬁg*in the~black goods_dﬁpartment. Leaving

Chicago, I went to Mount Ayr, Towa, to which point Lou 4. Prett

L

12

and her huaband J. 4. Pratt had move%,gnd ‘took charge of the
. . > ) .

clothing store there for my brother-ir-law J. 4. rratt.

- Cs

I remained there until about 1884, when I returnea to 0

©
-

Madon City; Iowa, and yorked sgain for my brother, 4illiam S.

Wright, in th dry goods stg§e unt i 1885, in the early sprigg,//

Kansas at that time being on the ocom 1 left Mason City to go
to Kapsas®°to go into businesf. in the meantime, 1 had made a

trip down through 01d Mexico.and returned to Stockton, Langas,
' b

S
"

3

_in the fell of 1885, whers I went into the State Bank at Stock-

ton. The following spring, 1886 ;ﬁ partnership with my brother,
: , -t -

*

-

William o. Wright who still lived and remained in Mason City,

Iowa, I went into the dry goods, boots an& shoe and clothxng
business, in Stockton -and the Hbrtgage and Ioan business with
my brothgrf ?}}}Eﬁgigf'wright, having jointly bought a large
ranch there, kuown as the "Elm Stock Farm® There was gontinuous
failure.of crops in Kansas during the years 1889, 1890 and‘lBQI.

&
I closed out the business and came to 0klahoma which had been

T

opened for settlament in 1889, I aattled at E1 Reno and organized

L)
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and Opeped.thchanadign.County Bank with ﬁilliam'§. ¥ 1t

“'as president snd me as cashied. In 1892 my brother, wilIéam

8. wﬁghf: died. ~After his death I associited with me in busi-

\

ness in the Janadlan County )ank J, J. O'Rouke, who married

my sister Date Florence. In 1893 1 s0ld the Canadlan County |

Bank to the Stock Exchange Bank and begun loaning money and -

handling stock. ’ ' ) i

In 1901 I organ{zed the El -'Reno Staie Bank and opgned it
9 ' : . .
.but it was operated by other parties and I remained in the loan

and stoek ‘business. June 10, 1907 I was still in the loan busi-’
Fdlse R
ness and also owned the El Reno/and Mule Company and the Chatta-

nooga State Bank at uhattanooga.
In 1886 while at Sbockton kansas, 1 met Rachel Wilson Cuddy

who was there at that tlme visiting her sister, Mary Stosffer.

g

In' September 1886 we were:married and and Fred hiram %right Jr.

r Was born in 1906.1
e :
NOTE: The above manuscrlpt was written by Fred Hiram Wright

June 11, 1907, for his-son. Mr. Wright hes since died.----
. Investigator, ‘ :



