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Nora Lorrin
Investigator
February 21 , 1938, . -

Interview with Fred Hiram Wright
El Reno, Oklahoma.

.- 1- was- born at Whitewater, WinconslR, August 4, 1860, the

son of' Simon Davis Wright and .fimanda Hayward Wright. 1 lived

on Frince Street at the /lead of Feck Street in a two story

brick house, during my boyhood days up\to_>he age of sixteen

years.

-In 1876 my father d i e d / I ^remained in Y/i scons in about
* * * . J

/ *

two months after-my fa ther ' s death^then l e f t and $-ent. to Danark

I l l i n o i s , and worked, in the store of John L."Reynolds, a second

cousin. From Lanark the following year, 1878, I.went to Daven-

port, Iowa, and remained the,-e with my .cousin, .Eugene L. Hayward,

• for about a year, going to school and taking a business course.

From there I went to Greene, Iowa, where, a f t h a t time my s i s t e r ,

Lou A. P ra t t , was livxng. were "'I learned xne Harness making

business or~ trade. 1 stayed there about one year, and went to

Marble Rock/lowa, and worked for one Ralph Wilkes and remained

there un t i l 1879 and then went to Mason City, Iowa, and went to .

-work for my brother, William S. Wright, a d h is pardiier under

the. firm name of "Tiffany and bright" , in a dry goods Vtore, v,

in what i s now known as ™Fhe Old Opera House* Store". I ^remained

there unt i l about 1881, when I l e f t Mason City, Iowa', and\went
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to Chicago, I l l i n o i s , a n d worked for Marshal Field Company for

about two years ,^bjglng~iii the black gpxuia-jlQpartmeat. Leaving

Chicago, I went to Mount Ayr, Iowa, to which point Lou A. Pratt

~ and her husband J . A. Pratt had moved,and took charge of the
/

clothing store there for my brother-iri-law J. A. Pratt .
• . 0 " ' '

I remained there until about 1884, when I returned to «

'% .
Mas*on CityV Io.wa» and worked again for my brother, William S»

Wright, in t^e dry goods sto^e untm 1885, in the early spr

• Kansas at that time being on the boom I left Mason City to go
" ' * '. ' '

to KaBsas*to go into business, in the meantime, 1 had made a

t r ip down through Old Mexico.and returned to Stockton, Lanflas,

• in_th_e_fe.11 of 1885,_,where I wentL Into tfie state_.Bank__at Stoak-
ton . The following spr ing, 1886 i$ pa r tne r sh ip with my bro the r ,

«. _L '__

William J. v/right, who s t i l l lived and remained in Mason City,

Iowa, I went into the dry goods, boots and shoe and clothing

business, in Stockton -and the Mortgage and Laan business w.ith

my brother, William S,'Wright, having jointly bought a large

ranch there, known as the "Elm Stook Farm*. There was continuous

failure of crops in Kansas during the years 1889, 1890 and'1891'.

I closed out the business and came to Oklahoma which had been

opened for settlement in 1889. I settled at El Reno and organized
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and opened*the Canadian County Bank with William S. '?

' a s president and me as cashier. In 1892 my brother, tiillTiam .

S.' Wright died. After h is death I associated with me in busi-

ness in the Canadian County ..&nk, J , J . O'Rouke, who marrieji

ray sister4Date Florence. In 1893 1 sold the Canadian County ,

Bank to the Stock Exchange Bank and began loaning money and;

handling stock.

In 1901 I organized the 31 -Reno State Bank and opened i t

. but i t was operated by other par t ies and I remained in the loan

and stock business. June 10, 1907, I was s t i l l in the loan busi-
Korse ,

ness and also owned the 21 Reno/ and Mule Company and the Chatta-

nooga State Bank at Chattanooga.

In 1886 while at Stockton, Kansas^I met Rachel Wilson Cuddy

who was there at that time v i s i t i ng her s i s t e r , Mary Stoaffer.

In September 1886, we were-married and and Fred tiirara Y,*right J r .

r was born in 1906.i

NOTE: The above manuscript was written by Fred Hiram Wright
June 11, 1907, for his,-son. Mr. Wright has since died.
Investigator.


