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v " .4n Interview With William Sharles food,~—
7 ‘ 234 West' 1lth Streect, Tulsa, Oklahoma,

. , 1 wap b&rp in Hardin COuntf, Tennessee, in August

Sy

19th, 1861.
o In the early nineties, I heard of the trading C
possibilitiee 1n the Indian Ibrritory. .However 1n the

early part of 1896, I was trying to get the appointment

~

“ as United States Marshal for Vst Tennessee. An intimate

friend of mine went £0 Washington and looked out for my

-
e

{nterests,
I did pot recelive the appointment but I did geta

_ trading license, 80 this was the {mmediate cause of my .-~

ooming to thia country. .

1 was married then, had a wire and three children' -

.

however, we left a dsughter in Nashville, at Vard's

-
-

SGminary, and a son at the Universimy of Arkansas.

. My deetination was the Hominy Frading Post in the°

OSSR PR S

Oeage oauntry. We came via St. Louis, snd while there

-

I had a tent made of very heavy materisal, 30 x 100 ;eet

iith six foo ualla. This was to be mukbuainees housa.
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Tharo were tuo traders at Hominy then, Roed & Co. // 1 -

and Oolonel Marphus. Howaver, the Price Brothora Sbught ‘
Marphua out soon arter I got thore, and I bought out ,

Reed and 00. after T had done adout eight months bueinesa
;g my tent. Thaae stores were housed in frame buildings .

&

about 30 x 150 feet, and all cagried large stocks of

/géheral msrohandiae. Ve oarried dr& goods, giooeries,

- hardware, wagons, buggies, farming 1mplements and other

thinga, In buying the stock of the Reed store, I also
.purchaseq his accounts, amountingtta $25,000,00 or mnre.\
.Busineee~then'was done mostly on oredit, and about -

+7 1900 I had & big eredit account, and the geven or efght
,ﬁi tradérs in thi; territory at quiny,mbray Horse, Fairra;,‘
" altogether, had Uetwsen $400,000,00 and $500,000:00 in

N
v

| accounts against the Indiens,
About all the inoome the Indians had wag the 1ntereg§’
- on about $9, 000’000.00 due the Indians rrom the governmant.

Thia»amonniad.tc_ahnn$_$AQsQQmpgannﬁfter per oapita-

*
0

 Finelly in 16C0 & day of settlement came and we seven

or.gight traders went to Weshington to present our acoounts

. and récoive oug;gaymont. I hgd'soho t:oublL, as all

SN
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acoounta had to be itemized, and some oﬂ‘my aooounts
on the booka, from the Reed firm, had been 1oat, 80 as

the Seoratury’Hitohcock ruled against any payment on -

" unitemized aecounta h lost several thousand dollara.

At that tlmo, I was an 1ndepandent trader; that
is, I sold to any and all, while the various othey

traders had. /agraement whereby they divided the territory

. between them and each trader sold to only those in hie

spotien. "So this forced. the Indians'tp trade at one
store only. -1 01446 all altke.

‘Indians were- easy - to +ra&e aith but slow to- laarn -~

the value of money or how to count 1ta They uquld not o

buy anything prised at, say, 15¢, 30¢, ox 35¢ or any

s i ains

odd amounte, “They wanted o pay- 85#, 50¢, or 2§¢ or#l.OO. .
Ce - 'r-*zﬁ\\

— -—Thiw—ceu&d—eount~xhntnand_in_a_sax kaep up- with thoir T *f

buainest.
Ohier Blaokdog was a Special and trustod friend ot

mine, Tho Indiana aa a rulo, gould ta trusted. 1 r»call

‘ror beef, ..1 had ome extra luggagq,along that waa in the

....-—.an,-g--—-n
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an amuaing ineident in that uonnectian. A friend.ﬁhn T

"were riding out uvé& tho prairie in seavch of ‘same cattle

|

-
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. way, 80 Beeing an Indian ho so, I suggaat d tha we
~ stop, end I would 1eave/¥ho bundle thero. and ot it
| on my raturn. Ve reaehed the houso, the Indian cams
ont. My friond, vho could apeak the Og;ge 1anguago.'
' to1d him what we wentqd, and he. a#id s would be al)
right to 1ea$e the hunﬂle;\ﬁgsf/ye w9u3d care for it,
I dsked my companion if tholpdizn\ would be s7rp'to

/“trust. TheIndian saw us“and asked what T hed said.

/
i
i
i

'Ny friend told him my exaat worda., The Indfans aai Ly ‘*-5Q/
"You tell your friend that hla thiugs il b safe, as / ‘
| ‘ /L .
there 13 not a white man withip/fjve m1es %f here7/

,

,s» .
~about that purchase, as thcy would not buy leea ;
-

I sold beef to tho Indianz} They were poouliar
|

. regular price. They did not ;1ke/fﬁ; 1dea of the prico

going ¥p and down with the ket, "So we .agreed on $15.00
N-t.

a quartar for heefamd that pride stood for a long time.

ke en eas D oate »

. .y 14,.. e G ia s omans

1 have a. tobaoco~saok f laather, boaded ip pretty:

e g o bl

Sy

_designs, alao a quir% plait d of horathair givon\?o e

H

"'by Chief Toushe, . S ’
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I have bought a good horse for $5.00

aeountry then. '
: Some people, uho hed no

and sold it for $10.60.
| rd for the Indians, drove off lots or horses from

regs

{me %o time.

Thelndiana d{d not brand their horses;
they, did not fead nor look ther them, 80 consequently )

.

they never knew how meny horses they had, and did not
Tisk a few which were lost or stolen ocoasionally. o
I brougnt ig the fixat carload of Studebaker wagons

' These were twg-seated ,

an‘ uggies.- 1 also0 80 "haeka"
ogen top wagons. An Indian who had é family would usually

‘bhy @ hacke .
Another funny ouatom among the Indlanas was that the

L

$
-

an, phen going on & trip, remained”fn the‘house“until
is squaw hitched the horses to the hack or uagon, and

palled him. He would then go- out got 1n the front,seat,
Whan they

ahe 1n the back sea#, where she slways rodes
returned home, she would unhiteh and put ap the team. In

k}

t

°”‘”rﬁéf:“ﬁﬁamwcmsn“ﬁt&“mosy o;—%he»wurkj e e
All our gooda were frsighted in from Elgin, Kansas.

They cam» than'trom St..Lonté and Kansas City, whers we

" ‘bought most of our. goodse
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. & My, Black of Elgln operated a "forwarding” 0o,

‘that 414 the hgulihg;_
. Another odd buStoh,bf‘thg.Indiana was ‘as to_gebtqﬂi
. 7 ¥hen thé hesd of & family dfed, owing a debt, the, debt
w;s pforatéd equally among the surviving menbers of his

- -
\famlly. and they yére held }br the debt,

. While an‘Indlan,Agent drew only about $1800,00
ealapy‘per Year; atill he was a virtﬁal dictatof and if
inclined to o 80 _could ma¥e his salary‘almost’ag§ amotnt,

.The tggders had a pro-rata égreement amoﬁg thamselveé.u
That is, when én Indian presénted a check c:,say; $20¢,00 -
one  metehant did not " take 1t all, but %he Iﬁd;énﬂs.k
debkts to all the ﬁéadersygggied, and each tradér got his '
share aoc;rding to the aggunt which the Indian oweds In

'this way, all the traders répoived equal amounts, - .

‘ ‘
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