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| Ficld Worker's name Lula Austin. | . o

This report made on (date)" August 5, 1937, ' 193 7,

p & z

\1l. Name - Mrs. annie ‘oodward,

2, Post Officc Address. Durant, M’ﬂ&e , -

' 3, Residence address {oxr location) _&12 North 4th Straet.

.

4 DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ " August . - Day _20 - Year 188l. __

-’

<

@ ] R

5, Place of Birth  Savoy, Texas. - .
i N /

-
—_—

6, Name of Father R. R, Halsell - . _ Place of birth Kentucky. .

,  Other information about father
— . . ¥-

7, Nams of Mother Annie Gillestie Plaée of birth S. Carollna.

-,

Ctrer information about'.mother slother and father di=d wﬁ'@n she was
8 young girl,  She was place in a boarding school until she finished
and graduated from the.University of South Carolina,,

September 25, 1843

Notes or complx,te narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the vcrson interviewed, Rofer to Manual- for sugrzostod subjects

and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary gnd attach firmly to

o

this forms Number of shcets attached ’ 19 ; .

-

-,
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'Aﬁflmfgiview with lrs, Annie.VWoodward,
812 North 4th sStreet, Durant, Oklahoma. .

©

-

"Ly father, R. R, Halsell, was presdident of Savoy

College at Savoy)Texas, for twenty-flve years. Xach

.
¢y

year we had ten Indiene sent from the Territory. Tray

were paid for by the Govern.ent, and at the end of tén .
months Father would ‘receive $3900,
we boarded the Indians in our ho.e, and sy wnother,

-~ ~

who wes a university graduate, ciways helped the.i with

their les:zons, Other pdpi.s ghayed in houcs on’ the .f~”/

e

srounds ?hat'my father crected for them, with everything
‘furnished, including lanpdry aird bgoks, Zach evening .
Fathergsvisited ea~h howe and .helped them with their lessons,

, 5 P~ ) . - . .
“” The parents’ of the Indian children wouid co.e in ™ .

Aagons for the commencement exercises. There would be

as many as thirty. They would stay a weekx- campirng &t

our home, I would 81t with them in the evenings and’

Y

listen to the:i tell ghost stories, _

e Below is.a list.of Indians who attendel school in’ ' 3

. &
, Savéy, while father was president: .
(Ella Greenwood ' . Charlie Hanlin - .
Albert Hamiin --Dettie Golsby ; -
nary Golsby S . Gip Brown
Tarry ..ead - Albert Connelly

Bill Gonnelly ﬂ Charles Green

e e ot et A, ) - e e e - -
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Henry Perry « 7?11l Ferry
. 211 ‘Perry Tom "ollin's Loy snd girl.
iac Kenp ' - Joe iemp L .
Elbert Turnbull , «.innie “ingsbury' .. . . .
Fannie nemp (brs. lead) = Cherley Parxer : -
« Betty 3arker Jennie Rﬁ%sels, -

3ud Chico ; . l.0se Cheigley ‘
Jin Codbb | s ag Jim [lclauwshin ®
7o Tabor BT WL Cingstury o
Sen. raul : “ettie {arger (wife Jf 3oV,
wyatt Gheishly (preside:t of TOY.LE0N) o

o baak iy fauls .

’ valley ). B S

‘ s of ’ 3 el y = ¢ “
One day I was crossing eé 2ver ci 31luff Ferry.

T

1

de were about half way across whex the -@@ble bro-.e, the '

I}

b

river was up, there were seversl on the ferry on horse-

¢
e

back end I wes in & Lu_gy. The horse I was drivinc was
well frained, so I decidea to drive off the ferry aand

% -

take a chance; The ao0rse swem arross pulling the Lugy

PR e

1p on the bank. People whe hed erosz-d before e stood

on the ben® watchi;g)ready t0 help e if I nesded heis.

‘ Dixon Durant wes my nei:hbor., A few..onths befcre

‘his death, T was sitbing ia the yard talki.- to hiz, &nd
he to0id me this story:

)t -

PR

., ' I thought when the w-ite people cuie here, they came -
A}

to tave this land éway from the Indiqﬂs, fh;t‘is‘why I

was ‘enemy to the whites and to give vent to this feeling,

.
Y

~—+I-would delight in killing white babies+ I would beat ' — - —
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their’hea@s and™throw, their bodies at their mothers.
I have killed many in this way, but I au viiy SOrTY

now. When uhe white oeople erosszed thlc ~Juntry on

R

their.way to tﬁe Vallfornla gold szh L aodld put powder
under their waggus and blow them up.
When I first tauzht in Jurant, we alvays hac a

wasn pan, soap, ~o.b, and towel’ st thd™eniriuce of the

]
.

school wnd after reness zxzd lunch, the _upils were re-

yuired t0 clean up before enterinz the classrcom.

1 <

" THE DEVbLOPA? OF THE 5YSTR.. OF rUBLI" ﬁ‘DL".A.I\) IN O:LAHOLA,

I. ikission Schools,

1, Schools established by the Foreign Lissionary Society.
2. Schools established by american Beard, .
Je Schools established by Baptistis.
4,°Schools established by liethodists,
5. Schoals established by ..ofavians and Gethollcs.
-\
IT. Schools Established Aecording to rgov131ona of In&lan
. Copstitutions cnd Statutes,
111, Schools Bstablished Agﬂordinv to Terrltoriul “onstitution
and_Statutes. . '
/ . “ .
. IV, Present Day Schoolss '

1. Common Schools * _
"a. Common District Schools. ?
b, Joint Distriet Scehools: :
¢. Union Graded Schools.
d. Consolidated Schools.
6. Independen} District Schools.
f. County High Schools.
- 'w~<<g 'Separété‘Sbhools. o .
V. Finances, e . °
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‘THE DEVEIOP.ZLI\OF THE rUBLIC SCHOOL ~SYSTHL OF O.LAHOLA.
, ’ \ .. . .

The beginning of the edu~ztional history of Oklahoua

,
Ry

must be found in the story of the miszioveries und the -

]
v

*mission gtations which, with “he-crcepticn of & v 'ry few, -

aere established aflt r the rigratim of the Tive Civilized

-

Jrives, .
In 1320, the United Foreign Lissionery-Socieily,. com- 0
posed of the Presbyterian and Dutch Reformed Thurches, .

organized the first mission ‘in Oklahoma for the benefit

3% the Oszze Indians. I% was lqbated in the valley of .
the Grand River, in the Southern pert of.what is now Mayes
County aad was called Union Missioq. ‘Hopefield (dission

- was established by the seme society, in 1823, near the

Southeast corner of Craig County. Both of these missions

23
were absorbed”by the American 3oard of Commissioners for
# : '
Foreign .issions. They were zcbandoned in 1876 vhen the

-
)

Osapes were removed into Kansas. Reverends Chapman and
Vaill end Jr. Pelmer were assacinted ith these :issious.
The American 8oard of Jowaissioners for Foreign
. .
yissions was ~omposel of repr-sentsiives frowu the Congregational

and Presbyterian Churches. As early as 1817 Cyrus Kingsbury,

a reprrgentative of the American Board, was engaged in estab-

» S

- S e e diadind
- S T N —
S
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lishing lissioms among tﬁe Indicns of Tennessee and | ‘
Jississippi. 'Associated.Lith hixm in this work were Loring
S. Willlams, Ebenezer Qotchkins, Alfred Wright, and Lr.
Cushmag}' 411 of these meﬁ with the exception of ir. Bushman
came west soon after the tribés nigreted, .

They éstablished their Tirst mission in Og;ahoma, in
1830, at the foris of the Illinois River., Six years later

. L]

this mission was moved to Park Hill, a few miles south of
Téhleqﬁah.' It provedNto be the most importaut mission E v
among tiie Indians. The first printing press in éklahoma l
was installed in the Park Hill ilisslon, and ascsocisted with
i@ was a book-binding establishment, It was here that

| mgst of the books which were gsed in the mission schools
among the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cree%s{ and Seminoles were
printed,’as were also the books and tracts which were pre-
pared for the Cherokees. Reverend S. A. Worcester was the
first superinteqdenb of the Park Hill liission.

” Loring S. Williems and Alfrea Wright were the lea&ers

who established the first missions in the Ghoctaw Nation.

The sifé selected for the first missien was eightren miles

east ofAFort Towsoﬁ. Kr. Wright named the new mission : ‘

Wheelock in memory of the first president of Dartmouth

- .College, Between 1832, the year {n which WHeelock was ~~ -
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established, and 1837, inqiusivé, no less then ten

missior Schools were located by the Ameriéan Board in the,

Choctaw Mation. Of these ten, only four did not prove to %,

ve permanent. Pine Ridge .ission was located south of Fort

%

Touson, in 1835; Greenfield in 1836; Stoakbridge, llountain
For¥, &nd Goodwater in 1837, |

From 1836 t0'186¢ Revtrend.Kiggsb~y served as dean of
the'éhoctaw'nation, and for a loug wﬁ?le supervised th; Pine
Ridge School.“Revérend Jyington had cﬁgrge of the Stockbridge

~ission, east of Broken Bow, while Alfred . right was located

at Jheelocx. Byington and VWright devoted mush of their tine

to the translation_of thg Bible into the Thoectaw language.
They'also compiled a Chocetaw dictionary and prepared hymn -
bouks to be,used in the Choctaw religioﬁs services., P
‘The. work of the american Soard wes continued until 1859
at which time th a%ganigatién was dissolved be~zuse of the
slavery controversy. The represenfatives of thé‘Pfesbytgrian
Church carried on the worz 2s well as théy could, under the

ditection of Hotehkins, Copeland, and Kingsbury. -

The first Baptist Mission in Oklahoma was founded by

Reverend Duncan.O'Briant, in 1832, Other éébtist tissionaries

Dgy;@,Lewi§4.Buc&ngr,ﬁﬁchylmugrrg@“agdAQg,E;”ﬂilgqngm-Dévié;%ﬁ,M

who were active in Oklahoma were Jesse Bushyhead, John Davis,

238



»

»

WOODWARD, VRS, ANNIE.  INTERVIT..

...7..)’

Lewis established a mission called Sbenezer, which was,

ﬂ—locaiﬁd¥gboutffift§en miles wegt of Fort Gibscn and three

“miles north of the Arkansas iver. Othep missi ons vere
- established at Skullyville, Westville, ~nd Providence.
During the esrlier years in the Indian Territory the
work of the metﬁbdisté wos done larzely by itinerant. preach-

3

ers at cértain stated places rather than by a soncentration
of effort in & .particular loca}ity. Their efforts ;ere
very successful however, and resulted in the.conversion of
hundreds of Indians, among whom were John Ross and Greenwood
LeFiore. The most imjortant Qethodist Tissionaries were
Alexznder Talley, Moses‘?er;y, John Fletcher Boot, &nd John
harrell. - Schools which the§ established were Spencer ncadeny,
Fort “offee scedeny, New tiope, asbury, !'snual Labor School
3loomfisld Academy anG Zolbert Institute.

The l.oravian Churnh was probaply the first protéstant

¢ churceh thet did missionary wor%x in Ozlahoma., It is said that

I3

707603

Y
BRI

L[]
te

the first church bell ever broug S Wwas one that

ebelfry of thée church at the Iloravian lission for

“the CHerokees.
¢ [

"The Catholiecs also did some work among *he Indians of

Oklahodh?“bdt most of4their work was done among the Osages

.—w-i-n«Kanlslais.-»— e M e e e

"» o
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AS e?rly as Januery 1818, the. House “ommiti~e on

3

L .
Indian affigirs reported in favor of "establishing schools -
AEE‘Eéﬁvgni nt and safe place among those tribes friendly
to us"., On March 3, 181¢, tl= first generul appropriation
s § .

' ; s . i
for Indians'jecucation wus made by “onsress, "the annual
t

L]

sun of 510,000", In alwmost sll of thelﬁieaties rade with

the various. tribes and nations, the Governnent made some
. ' A . .
provision for the education of their children, or inliczted

meacures lookingz thereto.

<
-

Iﬁe first secﬁlar schopls to be established in Oila-,
ho?é were the neighborhéod schools which were finanred by
the Indians. They were locuted where the grestest number
" of children could'conveanieatly ettend them. Y -
The cons%itutioas ahd'spatﬁtes of esch of the Five -
Tribes mede provisions for tribal schools, Tnese~séhopls‘
were.oftén let out under contrast to ,ersons who aéreed to .
condust them as stipuiated. . |
"fﬁe'éhoctaw laws of 1862 cénﬁain some interesting ‘/

faets about the Thoctaw educational institution and their

sysien of man-.gement.
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ot upecial aoproprlations were made» or %ﬁ@ suppor$n f&w
. -. a&, 2‘%,

- . - 1
Spencexr’academy near Joakgville, the habe aﬁd W@male v

H ~

fomue

'Sendnarles 8t ﬁortbCoffee the Female mémaﬁaryﬂ £ iheelook

S L
K3 Ry ~ &‘*
and several cther 1nst1tut10us{ Ly apgnﬁprlgﬁions viere

e | -
s, > " {e ‘!,«;‘)n s ».,}

’to be paiu to’*be superlntendeuts qﬁ“teaﬂhers WeTe furnish- | .

- a“é" s

' ed hd.e and bOdrd,;gnd in addltlon Were to receive no uore

3
= o i&'.
than 400,80 per yéar. fustrusction in mechinical ert and

asriculture was co.vined wit 1 literary instraﬂtions in the
. .
Jale schools, while in the femele sc¢'.gols special attention
was [1vea t0 sewing, cooking, and houisekeeping. For eeach
of the neizhborhood schools wad for each acgadeny & Light-

aorsenal wes orovided ws a trus.t officer 1o enforce the

compulsory school law. .fter a feir trial of two years

.if a pupil prove. to bz ..ent 1.y 1ncap°blé he was removed

frow school and his nlace filled by & rore cayzble one,

Only oue pupil fromlgarb fo ily wes pormitted to zttend \ ; y
school at &  tine, uniess the pere-t W.ld grypenses of all

excerpt one., "0 stores éould be estab.ished within three . s

milgs of an. publiec s¢hovl. b2 rules and regulations of

ezch pudbli~ sch091 had to e approved by the General Council

of the Choctaw Nation.

4

The Cherockee RNation, in 18A8 bega. the constructions

_Of the buildings for two i SultdthﬂS of higher lecrning.

>
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They were called the Hationel Male Seminary engd the - -

National Female Semirary and were loc-ted ‘near Tahleqush.

’fhe buildihgs_wére‘finished ‘nd opened foi éhe reception fJ
iof pupils in 1851, the§ were clesed becsuse of lackJof '
funds and were not ré-opéned until,&ftgr-tﬁé Jivil Ver.
The bﬁildings of‘ these schools had been & pet schemé of ) %Wqéi; i
42V

John Ross, .and after they were closed the empty buildings.
4 o - . . (e

wete referred to as "Ross's Folly? Open for only & short - e
time they exerted a great influence in the Cherokee Nation.
They were free from the atmosphere Of,dependence wh;ch“”

Nung over the mission schools, even thd the latter were , . |

-

often built ang iargel§ supgported at tribsl expense. The
‘ . - 3
* result of the influence of thése;twq schools wss the more

perfect development of independent men and Wwamen which

'

added much t0 the happiness znd well-being of the Cherokee
. . . i
people., : L .

‘ r

The”educationgl,éystem whiqp exist~d before 1860, amo#g '.o;
all af the five—natians , was pf&étiC&ll& swept away durihg B
the Civil War. When the new tr%ﬁgies were ﬁade one of the
fiist‘things to which the Inéians'tuined their attention’ was
the rebuilding of their schools. ‘
At thet time the Choctaws had three tribal schools,

‘-

one hundred and forty-six public schools, and four @;gh schools, .
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The Cherokees had three tribal schools, on;/hundred public

: > p y - . i ~
schools, and .seven mission srhools. The Creeks had five

oF

. O b éJ L
tfigaL¢§£§QOls, twenty~two Indien public schools, six colored

¢

r .

oublic schools, and six publicschools; and the Seminoles

-

had four pwblic schools znd two mission schools. The policy

adopted by the Federal Government was 1o encourege the tribal

-~

scnools of the Indiens more advenced in civilization, und to

provide Governuent schools where the Indiens were uncivilized,

4

This system was continued practically uncﬁanged uxlil the

passage of the Curtis Act of June 28,.1898,

»

Oklahoma was open-d.to white settlement.in 1889, but
the orgenization of the public schocls system w/s not possible
until after thé passagé of the Organic Act =nd’ the installation
of g‘terfitoziai'gcverﬁment. In the meantim7{ subécription .

schools were maintained in the towns and.~ifies. Thigt*Organic

]

Act provided for a system of public schools and approériated

the sum of 50,000 sfor the support of thg same until necessary
- . / - ‘ .
revenue cculd be raised.by locel taxation. Section sixteen

&nd thirty-six of each township weresreserved for the benefit

.y ~
A

“of the publia sthools. - C oA
When the'territorial govérnment was installed the organ-

anization of the public school system was undertaen under

b e by e e —_—— - e o e . VU
e S

. .
S T L B P
EAPR ST L SRS £ A .
et \
5 . . e . , N
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. H
provisions made by the statutes of Nebraska. Professor
4 ’ . Tz
J. H. Lawhead of hingfisher County wus eppointed. as

territorial superintendent of nublie instruction, and

-

county superintendents were appointed for each of the )
.

- Ah L
seven counties. - g
. . . & (g o f : :
In June-189C, et the suvgestion of Governar Steele, a R
» _— . s . .., - rogte . ."_‘
an, eduda‘fl onal meeting was held at .Admond. A cov?%(tee‘.
i Y o ‘ . ;; ‘ ,
of teachers ,was s-lected to underta:e the worx argft-
LY
. : R}
. . [
ing a rode of school laws for submission to the Leg¥slative

Asse.ably. Three wee4s were spent in formulating this code,
. e < 3

which served as & basis for the public school legislation

o ©
during the first session of the Legislative Assembly. The
merbers of this comnittee sgx%gq w%thoﬂt comgansatrﬁﬁgeﬁger .éﬁﬁ(ﬁ&f;

than their expenses while séfsing. These expenses werg
] n@i by a fund thet was raised by popular subscription among
the citizens of Oklehoma oity. - ‘ P .
The first Territorial Legislative Assembly enacted the
necessar; lavs for the e§tablishment of the University at
Yorman, the Agricultural and Mechanicel School at éfillwater,

and the Normal School,at Fdmond. All three of these institutions
~ ' <

‘weré organized during'the followidg year. 4 few yeers later™

normel’schools were established at Alva snd Weatherford and

-

& University Pbéﬁéréidrimgﬁﬁﬁbifﬁéé”fbuﬁdEG?fjféﬁKéﬁé}"i““”"“*TWMW”W%“W"M*

. - )
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After the honiestesd land lof Oklahoma had been taken &
up, the question ocame ag}to the ssle of the schosl lands.

It was found that the lands could not be Eold uhtil Okla-

' 4 \ ‘le

homa became f state. 4t this time they were occuplied y

s
‘;!{& \ ,«;j"d
sdhattens wﬁo were geyiﬁg no rept. The Qifty-Thlrd “oagresi
‘ ./
pessed. an aot whi ch autnotiéed the territory to }9@3@ the
. o ? e

P *

’ [24 /1;/'
school 1land under jroper regulations. . Thig;éﬁhrse was W
. - ”
;

amoag the counties pro rata accopdinz to the school pop-

ﬂlation.w District'schicols were established in neerly everfg

4

comﬁunity wEuhin a year after the sefflement of the first
lease money. The fuu&:were s6 scarce that humble schools

were often bullt by co’qaunity ei;ort. In the eastern

counties fhe} weré%built of logs, while in the prairie regions
they were sade of sod of turf,

In the Indian Teryﬁtory rapid strides werg-wlso being
. . : ; ‘ .
made. The Curtistict, {passed in 1898, provided for a
Federal;syétem of schdél administration among the Five

Civillzed lribes. ”zlbal funas were supplemented by

Federal appropriations ﬁhlcﬁ made 1t possible to furnish

- schools ‘to the non-citizen whi'te people, mostly tenant.

farners. The comnon schools of the Five Tribes were brought

L]

under a uniform.system for, the flrst time. These schools

*WH*‘._“K{W~HW,JW)A s e e i .

.
i

i e e e
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were remadeled and improved. The standérd‘pf reyuirements T

ror teachers was raised, and normel instiitutes were held e e
i 3
. o, v B

o
)

- .

gach year., The first school distri‘et organizatian in
w v . .

Indian Territory was'eéffected at Wagoner in 18%¢,

The Enabling .ct, which also set apert sectins six-

teen 9nd thirty-six ix each township for the supnort of

the school8, provided an aprropriation of five million

'dollars to be used ss & ocermenent ®crool fund, since there were

. . A S >
- % o ”
ng unoccuplied lands which might be set®apert in the Indian

v -
Territorye.

Prior to this tine ﬁuskogée hed bersme an educational
- cénter with’Bacqne University, Harrell International
Institutions, and Henry Kendall College as its most im-
portant institutions. Willie Helsell Tollege was loceted
'at'ViAita, Hargrove Jollege &t ardmore, and the Presb;terian~
'Collegé for young women had been fgunded at Durépt;
The‘Enabling act also set ;part seetion thirteen in
ecch township to-be used "for the use and benefit of the
institutions of higher learning in the State". Soon after
Oklahoma became-a.state, the University was reorganized,

amd there was established a school of Mines at i 1lburton,

‘ . e -
a college for girls\at Ohi ckasha] three.)%rmal Schools at

s .
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Ada, Durant, and Tehleguah, and six district Agricultural

Schools at Lawton, Tishomiogo, NYarner, Bro“en arrow, Helena, -

-~
2

and Goodwell.

13

So has the school system in Oklahoma evolved from the

hurble mission school to the «ornplex systen of the present

Y

tize, In the joint district sehéuls, the unlon grauded

43

schiols, - the consolidoted sahcols, the iLudep~ndent diziri-t

s¢tools, tiae ¢nani®™ Liu s1h0oa) wrd se_:rite seniols. The
oLl 827 ¢ L needs no ex_il.. 1o .. .
The joint alezriel scuol is loeuted in a district
o . , . . . . = L
wiich has bren formed fre. territory lring witain twoe or
myre qounties. Tach jdint aistrict sehicol is "under .the
jurisdi~tion and control of the superintesudeat of instruntion

of that county represented. in such district heving the

largest amount of territory embraced within the bounderies

“
. ® -

of suc@ joint district.”

Thé,hﬁion graded séhool is found in a distriet which
hes been foried of iwo pr moTe ad jecent distriats. In this
distriet is the central school in which instruction is given
t0 all supil: above the;sixth grade, .bo and inrluding the

reguler high sch:ol Wwork and such work is nét duplicated in |

‘other schonls of the union graded school distriate
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* The consolidated schoal distriat is Tor..ed by the

t
union of two or iore adjace..t dictriets heviir o total
veluation ejual to, or exes: ing five hu-dred th usa:.d

dollars, ‘The 'one or ‘two roo- school Lulldinges are

abendoned “.~.d a modern vell-egui,goed buildinr is erected

near “he center of the cmsoiidated district. ’
.
The 1.d=pendent schoeoi 1s that salool which ain-
R . 3 ) - v s < s
tains four yeers of high .2howl wor< fully a--reuitec with

. L
°

3

the Stute University, provided thet saic s¢-00l is locuted
t
vithin an incorporated town or & c¢ity of the first nlass,
e B _
.* The conty high school gy be established ir each
: o

- N »
couut;” having a population 2f less thun twd thousund .ersons

0¥ school aze.

- -

- rFrovison was mede Tor tne se.urateschool so that "the

putlic schools of the 3tate. of O.lahoua should be orgunized
- N A_PQ‘ '

cnd “eintained ‘upon & complete plan of seperation between
N \

~the wite an. color~d raszes, with iwonrtizl fa~ilitiss for

both races", The county separete s~.ocl <f the race héving
the fewest nuwuber' of children in szid district,
- f

ue

In the eroup containiu- sar iastitutions of “i herx

iexrning we hevz our Stete University iu Tormen; our six

teachers collezes in Tahlejuah, ada, Lurant, Zdmond,- alva,

s .
&.d .eatherford; the Fanhandle agricultural and lechanical

-

L4

248
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College in Gocdwell; the C-laho.ag “o6llege for Womea in
Shiaxasia, the azriculiutsl &4 lLechanical "ollegé in
? 2 w
¥ .
Stillwater; the Jo.ner arricult.arzl 3chosl in Jarner; the

) A ~ .
curmey State 3ohoel of nurxoultxre in. Mg or i =0 the

v
. 1

folored azri-~uit:psl ar Normal Universit; in Lanjston;
‘ .
the Oxlahaxia Schol of i.se in Jilwrion; the SXxlehona

~ P

wilitery wcade - in Tlaremore; end the Univ rsity Prep-

12 P
4 .

' :
iie problem of financing this comyléx s sten »f

schools is one of. great .ia<nitude, «.i one which has not

arator: School ip To . iw.

‘-a:' - .
jet bserr sa i§faTtorLly £3lvad, . .

f;reé existia_ co.nZitions ru-e the groper fixaﬁcing
of thg-bogmon sehozis inpossibls: ﬁl)\tLe faet
school di%trict is the uait of loetl ~oatroly (2) that _ £
there is q‘vasp'amogAt ¢f lead in Uklahone which is non-
taxable; (3).school eauneration znd nof scho?l astexdarnce
"is the basis for ap ortiow.ent.
The district systeu is fot democratic since it lacks
"the main éSSEﬁC? 5f deﬁocrgcy, ejuality of opgortuaity.

v
.

The district taxes have a meximur. rate of fifteen mills,

\uta an - LK 1t10nal ten mill levy for bﬂi¢ﬂin5 ourposes, ...

but no minimua rate, hence the great inequality of schools

-

throughout the districts of the state. “Insome districts

~y 0
3
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there is a_ very small school enumeration <74 the taxes in

these districts 're hardly ep re~iatle,” The burden of

support lies heavi.y on the districts having & large sc-o00l

enumeration since the local cormanity ~ays abaut cighty
ser-rent o&phe total cost of the schoolsz. 3i aty nercent
4

af ¢11 the hish s2n2 1 te-chers in the st-te re e.plo ed

- *___'__3 . .
in incepe.de t aistrioets where only forty-one gera nt of

the school enuwserastion onnurs, 3Ivery calld withain the

independent distri~ts sare within ecsy acness of the schoals

while in some distrists in the st -te there are children who

are twenty-five miles 0. a high schuol,

The total permissilie st te levy is thirty-one end
< one-half mills on 2n ad valoxem basis. .There is a couity'
tax of two wills for county high schools‘und aid 10 «co.ua0n
schools, not ovef ore 2ill to be used for high school pur-
poses, In addit}on to ;his.tax is the gfoss produztion
tax, the five perc=nt paroceed: fro.. sxles’of ;uﬁlic landé,
the iﬁ%erest from the pefmanent s~hool funds, én& small
Pederzl appropriations,

There are approxi.wtely 6,700,000 arres of land in

——

Oxlahoma owned by the Inazgzgj“heac@\gpn-taxable. a-ten
\ R

will tax on these lends would produce an aniwel_ revenue Of
v . . -

: X \\

~

___+12,228,000,00 . : S
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The method of apportionment‘plaées .0 premium o -
school ettendarce. ‘The district in which there is &
high percent of atteuiance iecerves the sane sum of mdney'
for the mainﬁgnanné of its schools ss unotfier dfistriat
which his the saue school enu@erhtion, tut a very poor
perceat of sttendances as lowg as thesg three conditions. «
are ailowgd t0 exist we shall contiﬁue 10 hear that schools
all oéer the state are closin- loag vefore the resular term
is over, &as was the case with wany of our schools this last
schiol year,

e have slready neationed the provisgioans .ede Qy the
Orgenic and the Enabling Actg'fqr the support of the
institutions of higher~léerni:g. In addition to these pro-
visions there_are spocial Pederal allotuents.to be used in
the vocitional sciosls, _peciul be-evole t funls “or the
n gfo d?ﬁleges, and ngpr&priatiogs waidh wre zadg fror. tiwe

» S

t5 .i.e by the State Legisl:ture.
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