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.+ 1, Name Mr. Earl Witten -

2. ' Post Office Address - Pauls Valley Oklahéme

— -3+ - -Residence-address-{or-locationp—— - -~ o o e — - -

4. DATE 0 DIRTH: Yonth, April . Day 12~ Vear 1895
5. Place of birth _ Missouri |
6. Tame of Father ¢. B Witten _ Pléie of birth _lsg_g_é_o_t_x_ri
g Other 1nforigat10n about fa’cher |
- 7. Nam_e .Qf' Mnthgr L_g._g_;iie Smith ..Pljac/e 61‘ birth Misgouri,
otﬁe; informat ipﬁ abggi; méther : _ |

I'otes or completé narrative by the field worker dealing withethe

life and story of the person interviewed. ~Refer to Manual for °
~ suggested subjects-and questions. ~Continue ¢n blank sheets if

necessary and attach firmly to tnls form. TRtmber of sheets
, attached L . ' e
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Mr. Earl #itten, born 1893 in Missouri. I came

to\he Indian Territory with my father end mother in-

18961 I was‘thre;ryearé old. ‘We;settled at P;uls
Valley il the Chickasaw Netion. My father C. P. Fitten,
put in & gracery store then located on what was known

. as Smoky Row. 'The@ Smoky Row was main street. My
first school w;s et Pauls Valley: Tﬁé school house
was a two story buiiding. Mr. psborn was the super-

+ intendent cf the school; it was\\wfree schoo Pauls
Valley had the first free school in the Chickasar

(
Nation. Albert Bennie was the United States Commissioner

for this district'and Johp Clehons-was the United States

'Mgréhal.

In 1908 the Hashita River was higher than I'ever
have seen it; people rode up and down the streeps‘in F

8

boets.
' In 1908 -three towns had e fight on to see which

one would get the county seat. " Elmore City, Wyngewoéd,
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and Pauls Valley. Pauls Vailey won b& a large maloff
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l#u~¥%tiw§@ﬂ? vétes. In 1910 the_people'o} Oklahomp voted to
-locate the statp/Capitol at Oklshoma City'anq;i; woli. by y
é-majority of ;evpral thousand . A% thaé éime the capftolﬂ
of Oklakoma was located it Guthrie,. |
Governor Haskell wes the governor of«Oklahoma at

that time. Lee Cruce became governor of Cklahoma in

1911 and served until 1215. )

“

‘In April 1918 I went to France ‘with the ninth Di-

\

vision &nd served through the VWorld da§‘receiving only
one wound, After Armisfice'ﬁbvenber 11, 1918, I went
into Germany with the Army of Occupation tnd stayed there
.six months, then I nas sént back to the United Stetes and
diéphg:geé,_Aftef-myfreturn home'I_bouégt an ermy air-
-plaﬁe-and located ~the first and only &irport at Pauls
Vélley. hMr, Jackson ard I became pariners in tﬂe garage

_business and were the owners of the first garage in seuls .

- . a

Velley. 4t one time Pauls Valley hed more alrplanes at .

*

its flying field then eny other town in the United States

- . .according to its size. I am now postmaster of Pauls Val-
, - _

ley. 1 havg.lived in Pauls Valley since 1896,
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