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/ Short Sketch of Living in a Dugout
In Indi an Terri tory. '

From a Personal Ipierview WithMrs,
Mattie Kemper Medlin, Hugo, Oklehoma

)
;é was born Mattie Kemper, in 1887, in ¥ay, near

Dal;;s, Texss, My father came over into the Indian

Gaﬁ;try to homestead & place, and did about the time I

xag born. Then in December, the whole family came over

her§ {n covered wagons, He had come ahead to prepare our

house, He homesteaded in that tract of one hundréd end

sixty agres, seven miles from Granite and twenty miles

from Mangum., Father's name was E. L. Kemper, Our houae

was a hslf dugout. One room, adbout 14 x 20 feet, dir£

walls about five feet up then an extension wall above

rough boxi ng plark and half windows, made to slide, were

all along both sides and ends, about faur on -ach side

and one {n each end. The roof was of tar paper over boxing

plank and dirt thrown over that., S0 you may know that 1t

was very dry out there, I don't remsmber it ever raining

while we lived out there. I remember it as being always

windy, either hot or cold. Summers were very hot, and

dry, and lots of grass burned. It was so dry that we

gathered our corn and put it in pens and threw serudb oak
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brush gver it. 7hat was emough to protect it from 81l
the moeisture that fell out there.

I remanbgr getting whippinge for playing on that ot
roof, sliding down 1t and getting the dirt off of it,
The dirt kept the dugout below aqoocler, than just the tar
paper and plank would have done.

e raised cotton and lots of cane and watermelons.
The best and biggest watermelons I ever';aw. e fed them
to our hogs by the wagon loads., We would‘haul them out
of the fields and pile them out behind the barn and the
kids would burst one,eat the heart out and throw the
balance to the hogs, The s0il was white sand, The syrup
Prom caneraised on that éoil was delicious too., Different
8oils produce di fferent flavors in melons er anything. ’
Even vegetables ggste differently raised on different soils,

In that dugo;t we always Kept up fowr beds, sitting
end te end and s trundle bed. All were home-made. There

~were nine of us children and always & hired hand and father

and ﬁother. My baby sister was born in that dugout. The
nearest doctor was at Mangum, twenty miles away, 'so a
neighbor woman offi~iated, In the back end of that qugout

we cooked aﬁd ate, In winter we used only the cook stave
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for heat, It was sufficient, we were so crowdéd aid we
burned coal too., It was hauled from Mangum, ane in a

‘dgreat while & bunch of the men folks would get together
and go to the river for driftwood, They had to steal 1%,
because it was on Kiowa Indlan Territory. It would alwayse
teke them several days to make the trip, scnetimes 2 week.’
The women folks would get mightyuneasy about them some-
times before they woulid return. The men would tell of how
they would sometimes get 8 glimpse ¢f an Indian or some
Indlans and how they would run and hide, 4And orossicnelly
they returned without a load of wood. That uouid be when
the Kiowas watched them t00 closely.

Row, there was a 1little o0ld scrubdby oak bush that grew
out there, but never grew very high, but every bit of it
was caongservad for some use. Ve built shelters out of it
for the stack, just to kesp the sun off in summer and the
north wind in winter. They would go to the river bottoms
and get their poles, forked cnes and more to lay across,
then stretsh barbed wire arcund it and interlace the bush

all through the wire, and mwuwe s good shelter, They called

then chinaberry bushes, The chinaberry bushes giew in

great patches, They had to clear it off of thelr land, and ‘bv



G -
< .-
MEDLIN, MRS, MATTIE KEMPER. = INTERVIEW. 6798,

wl

of acourse ussd that for wood, TEvery bit of it. That
wae the kind of brush we put over our corn in the pems,

_ We had & desp bored well, and there was s little 0ld
oreek between us and Granite that never went dry, Lots
of the stock went to it for wnter, Ve h=d 2 ponl in the
pasture too, that *omet;;es had water {n it. %Then it went
dry we watered them out of the w;ll.

There were lots of quall and prairie chickens, and
lots of ooyotes, no timdber wolves, only down in the bottoms,
The coyotes would steal chiatens and turkeys if they dared,
but they didn't dare come around our place rueh, becsuse
father kept a pack of greyhounds, and they really made
theae‘Boyotes move when they got to chasing thewn., The tim-
ber wolvas would ki1l hogs and calves, but coyotes dida not
bother animals unless they were very small.

One night the folks had not yet gone to bed. I awoke
to find father with a 22 target across my face. I started
to slap at it, when he told ms to lie still, I did and he
shot a snale that was crawling out of a hole in the dirt /ﬁ\
wall juat adbove ny faes.

We all had amall pox while we lived is that dugout,.

Father, io%her, the hired hand and nine children, We lived
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in 1%t seven years. Tben father started to build a hquse
on top of the ground when he s0ld out. We got a sohéol
house just about a nile away when I was slx, sc I went
to s¢hool ot there one yzar. Then he s0ld out znd we
féé%rngd to Texas, and livea $111l 1911, when we noved to
Port Towson,

On that return trip to Texas { had my first train
ride, and had never sren £ negro until I mt{ that negro
porter on the train, when I weant t9 get a dr¥nk for the
baby. I dropped 'y glaSQ, brore it end Tled screaming
to mother.

Kegrdes rare just not allowed out there when we lived
out there, Onre 2 negrc porter got off =t Shemrock. The
covboys spied him caught hi~ with & lariat rope, dragged
him throush the streets, just barely permigting hin to walk
upright, returned hi.. to the train with the warni-.g never
to set hielfoot in thot town again, and he never even showed
his face ss he passed through there much less set his foot
on the ground.

I neverssw 2 K{iowa Indian as lounz as we lived out there,
I nev;r saw one of any wind until 1911, whea we moved baak

here, You see, we just lived out-there in the eountry and
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nevey went enywhere, and just didn't nappen L0 &2e uny
when we 4id get to g0 bac~- to Texss, I cean when we
went to teske the irain to return. The diowis were all
settled on 1l nds of thelr own guite a2 distance fre- us,
01d man huzh, or Hous Tittle wes sberi’f of sresr
County for thirty-five ye-rs I #e 8, untli he just
would nuot soeept the‘offi*e Ay more. He ®iu o never
announae for officé, and eve-. tho -he wou.d h~ve ouponernts

he was =~lways elected, He lives 2t .asngum nouw,



