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°1, I\fame Lie ite Wood -

2. Post Office Address  Lahorz, JkXcho a.

e

3. Regidence address (or location) (nc block norii of b.nk,
‘ o . [

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month -une Day 8 <Year 1860
'5. “Place of bivrth  lden, Irlinois
N - i " & ~
6, Name 'of Father Jam=s uood . Place of ‘birth Chio
Other information about father Good Rlakksmith - -

S

7. Neme of Mother _va i. Groesbuc. Place of birth Sehenectad
i ' Hew York

Other informatiofi about mother school teuther
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Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Mahual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blgnk sheets if necessary and
attach firmly to this form. INumber of sheets attached = .
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R nterviow with N. W Wood, e
T _ Lehous,  GRtlahome '
1 was born i nnno'is in 1860, - In 1877, I attended .

the eollee,e at Naperville, Illinois; two terms. Later,
m;y parents moved to anses. Ly ancesters were Hollanders.

I came ¢to clclahoma first frbm Ottawa, Kansés, in .

-

. 1891, . I came to leahoma City on the tx'ain to see how
I would like the country. I decided I would be satisﬁad

a8 1 liked the new land with its fine soil end good

g e e e
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orops and felt it sould be B privilege %o pioneer,here..

sag to my

Soon aftez'-' this, I was on my way ag@n'from
new home, I ca@e alone £rom Wellingbon, . sas, to"
Orlandos I saw ha.rdly a sinéi.e white man 4 all that dise
3 7tanea. 'T‘here were plem;y of Indians, but t"ey did not speaks
\ Blankets amd breech clouts aere all they v%zre. At Ponea
City there were some Poncas, also someo mmPers of the Kaw
- and other tri:bea. I alao aax; a few Indiens near Red Roek, N .
in ﬂob_l-s Gounty, but I do not know of what $ribe they were,
I built a frame house on arri'ving.gt Oklehoma City
“ and went 'into the oil% 'buainqs; m 3391~§2. I had a.sood' ' °

‘lmainess selling kerbsxme for _lam'pia ami siovés and_geg=
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oline tor ai';a'aionary engines, In 1893 I sold out the
oil buainese, which was 1ndependent of any corploration,
and cléared -bbout $400.00. SOQn ar;;ar, Septembor 16,
I made the rux;. We had no definite idea of the country
- and 1% was 80 level, there was little choice enyway,
it ssemed. I ?a&e'the race from ten or twelve miles |
wagt of Hexnnegsey. ‘I‘heré~were about six in our geng
who made the run together, D. He’ Roose, Diek Binding.

3

Jim 0% camuf&ri~~anﬂill Carr e.nd I. All but Jim
0'Connell got claims. My place wes the NB ; of Seqtior:
- 19, To;mship 22, Range '8 West. |

I bullt e frame houee anpd started ploughing. In

‘three jears I had broken about 100 scres. My wife ceme

" 43
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 ehortly after I staked7iyelaim° S

_ laham sterted in ‘a dugont as a post offiee on
‘ éwgnsonfa’ school quarter. This was Section 36, Tovms_hip
23, Rang; 9. Then the post ofrice moved one-half mile ;w
west whore 1t stayed six months. Then back o the orlginal
logation until April, 1901, when the railroad came through

. hers, then it was moved into the preaant\ Lehoma, They

L.

- then moved it southeast two milés, _Even\refore the raile
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. road, /Lahomsa 'gad two general stores, a lumbéi yamd, & * e
livery barn, meat shop, bléaksmith ghop, & harness,éhop |
and a drug store. Once in a while'a big windstom ceme '
th.rough. Thare was a real cydlone in Hillasdale about 1897; ’

The settlers who came werse of varioug nationalities, |
" perhaps & few more Gemmens than others. There was aleo .
a éminifling of Bolfemians»- A' - . | e

As 'igo churches yot-could take your choice, There |
- vere Me;;hodists, Christians, »Ialtherans and the Church
‘of Gode . ' ] .

- I slapt on the bars gpund four or fivé ﬁights -after
I staked my clatn, “'men, after mking & dugout, I wont
"to Hermesaey, retu.rning i\fl a covered wagon.‘ I later | Y
built a frame houss. That irst year I broke about thirby ' \
.acz:es. 1 pmvaﬁ up on thla\ homestead and mduady brougn} \
100 acres int.o cultivation. \I hired a well d and waited.
The first three years there w%re no crops. We had sucoesas
. with corn in those days bud now .we cannot raise \1t as tbe
'hot winds start up when _they\go to ploughing iy

- \

burns the com out.

Th'e‘ ra{lroad tought the present slﬁe from Sbro
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. ‘ing at Pirst. Now I carry 2 wide variaty of household

I alept with some United statea ﬁlarshals in Oklshoma
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‘ who had the original fﬂing ‘o the tommsige &F 'lahoma.t

Q I sold ny tarm in 1901 and rented a ‘Building. I have been'

on thiﬂ corner ever since. Hnwever, I hed a frame builde ‘

gupplies, drugs and fam tools, My first bui'lding' here

" was mot &s large as my prosent store but business wes

almost as good' if not better in thoae eer}.‘y-days'. I #eed
to sell earloads of ;t:ﬁrniture.. Houses -aud barns wers

being built"."and péi_nt and g1l kinds of equipment were -

7/

: nsqded. N

‘mere were no epidemics heife in the early days; the
only one I reenambar is the i‘lu duri,p,g the uorld war,

Ve still have our homerwe buzlt in 1901. , One night

PN

city. ihere was & livery stable ané over that was the.
nnly place ws could fmd rooms} 8o with the marhhals»

They left early ‘the next mo:mingg This was Heck Thomas

‘thoss 'e.‘azjly days 1 raised moatly wheat, corn, Kafﬁ:_-'

-)-..—;;x~ x o e i Y AN b - > s mm—

smd hie deputiess Lo

About. the moss wook‘:[ aver hed on my plaee wag oot
Ry '

eight head%f horsos and 8 dozen head of cattle, - o
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eorn and caetor beans. /lrheae le,at are eaay to raiae,
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L Yon cultivate them when knee hiuh, and then they shade the

M”'\ .7.‘ . i / [}

' ground end kill. tha. waeds,r ‘

/

" There wére sevaral nswspapezs in Lahomaa Theae ware

’

ths, Lah%,zixa‘ lNews end the Garfield Ccuntj Newa, which moved

4o Enid end is still rumming, I never did mix mich n

politiea but I vote Demoeratic 5.f they have the right man.

\
‘W have four chilgren. Rey is the oldes®. Ho amd- / ,

Paul are olectrical enginsers. One has a job with '

Westi'nghause. Sam 1s ab Corry!s Pharmacy, Enid. He end

[ ,”’ . . I ‘:’l/ - ;
Paul weve in the army. Ny deughter is working in the
\Comisaioner's office in oxlahom Gity / ~
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