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Interview with Jamas He Woltenbargar
7 Sentinal, Oklehoma
Interviewor - Ruby Wolfanbarger
September 24, 1937

I wae born in Lee County, Virginia, october 9, -
.1867, I moved %o Tgxa; yith my pérenta wheg’l was
about ten—years of age. In 1889 I came to thé
Indlen Territory in a covered wagon with an;ther '

man. N¥e were about five days and nights on the road.

Ml

#e went to Purcell and. waited for.the opening of the

lang.

|
The morning.of the opening we started out in

our wagon and got t6 where horgan[is‘now located.
We paaséd three faétvrace hogses that were
, down‘g uThej had bean driven too hard. People
wore. fust 'running sild, Soie piayed fair while
Others didn't. Soms men had twb or three wagous
loaded with groceries, elothingbiand hardware.
They planned to stop at the first good location and
'start‘littie towns. |
My fiwriend picked out a ci#im where the city

of Chootaw is now locatéd. I helped him stake out
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his land and puftup 4 tent. We staysd there twor
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. daya and nights, then he went back' %o Texas after

his family and went into Oklahoma city.

Oklahoma C,'LtY “was %real city just two days

. after the openmg. . 'There were uhite tents’ aud ‘'wagons

. ) =~
jgst és far as ,,rour eyes could Bee. L bt

People were hqypy and carefree. They were

singing as»;’fhey went abouf their work. I worked -

N N ' » . * \-:y g
At odd jobs there for about” thr‘?ee'x/npnths.
"‘;V'C%"f Jz."f?';';" bt S ' AR ’
DT G i1 Whezr“the w’estem‘ part of the state was opened}

i:},&’QOB I came to ahat 18 now «Hashita Cmmty and

P "ﬁled ofi one hundred and sixty acres. It was

 segtion 2%, towmship _8,range 20; tlns was nine milgs

hd

west and one mi}l.'e gouth of Sentinel., I bullt a sod

houss. 1 dug ;’down about th.ree feet into the ground

and made ‘the si&es and covered this with lumber that

AR

‘trip.

N

I
1 hauled from mountam‘ View,which was a distanca of

ro:by-ogq milez_a,' It took three c‘_xaya to make the
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I dug a well, broke five acres of land, and
planted & patett of keffir corn.. I lived out there
wafout six months, the;rspld my rights to amnother
'man and I went back to the city. After'stayihg
tharé for several months I weng to Marlow end got
a jJob hauling fre;ght from ﬁarlow t0 Lawtone. I
haﬂ‘éc stop over night and alégys'stayed ift the
Indigi Reservation at Laxton. . I.pampad—witﬁ
Guansh Parker, Comanche Chief. o
The Comanéhe Tribe lived entirely by hunting, -
" their prineipal food was burfalo meat. They lived
'in lodges made éf poles and covered with buffalo
 skins.' Tiey 4id not attempt to.cult;vgte th?,sqil’,
They gathered fruits and herbg and traded thése
with,fﬁdiané oﬂ~oth§r_tribes. They were very shy and
talked ver& littls. I stayed there for .several
niéhts befors I ever saw a womaR.
‘T was .ab Marlow until 1916, then I moved bdack

‘to Sentinel where I now reside. I have passed my
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91«1 claim lots of times since I filed on it% and have
wished many times thet I had kept it. My father o
;/,;t,‘;: N

filed on one éide just across the road frqia mes .They .

. are both very good farms; the soil is very rich amg o
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