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This report made .en‘(dateé)- July 30, ' 195"7
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1 , Name Thomas Franklin Witten

5. Post Office Address Putnem, Oklahoma

3. Residence @ddress (or location) Rural Route

Augnet pay ~ 19 yeop 1880 -

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month
. —— ‘
5. Place of birty J56k Gounty, Texae -

- . - . ~

Iséac ‘James Witten ' . Missourt "

6.. 'Name of Father Filace of birth

ﬁthcr mformat ion about father Mr. Witten isnt sure about plm,q of

' : birthe .
7. Name of Mother Namle Witten - Place of birth Arkenses,

dbut 1an't sure.,

Othe;r information about mother

-

- -

4

Notes or ‘complete narrative-by the field worker dealing with the lifs and
-story of the rerson 1nt..,rV1ewr°d. Refer to Manual or suggcsted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shect" 1‘ neeess Xry and attach firmly to

. . . PN

this form. Number of shcets -attached ; 3 - N
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Indidgn-Pioneer Ristory, S-149 -
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I came from Wise County, Texas, to the Chickasaw ~

-

Nation,,oﬁ December 25, 1889, We lo#atgd tweﬁtyartVe,‘

Cal
—~

~

miles west of Ardmore, between Hewitt end Hilder.

" " e moved in a covered wagon and drove horses; we
}eased our placg;from a white man, but he ﬁgd lgased
from an Indian. .We firét lived in a tent but‘oge éay
a storm blew the tent away and the né{ghbors came_inf

~

and helped build us a 12g‘pouse daubedﬁin red mud and
we had a chimney built to it. - ¥ie had & cupboard and
table made from the native lumber. | My fathe? split
rails and fenced the land that we were liviﬁg onf.f~

! went to school at Iron Top in a log building and
all *ae-had 0 sit on ;x;s loga. WQ gtudied spelling
and reading (combined), arithggtiﬁ‘and geograiﬁy.

* . [

Our trading post and .post-office was & little

Indien town named Healdton andwprdmore was our closest

railroad town. It was twenty-five miles from where I’

lived. We never had taxes to ﬁay as we 46 now. We
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~ - paid 8 $5.00 pemit each vear to liwe on this land.

We ‘raised corn and cotton end wren I fivst céme to that
. ~ ~

I

country we always "topped" our comn every year.-

- .,

Chtton sold at Trom 3% to 5 cents a pound.  We

-+ - . farmed with a double shuvel, Gebrgia stock and a walk—-‘l

ifig cultivators = I

Evef&one in 1hét neighborhood lived on Indian

leases ghich they would »f course lease in.different
[.«3

waysg gsome leased land for breaking out sod, o@hegg -

. - N
" o build improvenments. .

Theré'was an old hunting ‘ground eaet of gr&more.
A ferr& erossed Red River close py Burlington; This
-ferf& was just a,iafge platform which was made £rdm

.

‘native lumber and was pulled across the river with a
cable. e
fhe Arbuckle Trail ;gme‘through Burliggtonrthrodgh
tgﬁ‘Arbugkle Mougtaina)on through Henhapin and on across
_W;ld Horse Creek to Elk City. | |
0 -I was in ths drawing éfliawﬁph, but ﬁy number was

far larger.
\ {
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than the last number drawn. -
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