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Interview with C-larenoa 0* Winterringer •
77i llorth-Ifonver/Avenue, Tuisa.

.* ;' Fle^dTWorker,/ileuben Partridge . '
•''•* - ' . / ' May 25, 1937- ' . ' •

'•OF !,

tag for the "Spike S* or Sanger

Jr'Shg'ht jnolMI.9, when ^taren^e.Jfihljfrrringex f^rat

o.oamfe/t© 'Uulsey Tbwn-p where ftie. cow-boys nick-nomod . - .
* A -o- * ,* - ^ : ' o " ' . " :

/

when "lio. was enroujff V>m8, on f<rot;, to Kanatia.
. '. • • ."• • • • ~ ~ o . ^ • ••

- * * - • • - - • • • " • "

Crt»soing tDjjo'Arkaneae -fiivey. at elie Woalaka
• * • • * . . , _ • • • *

. - * • • . ' • o-..

Miu8i"ont Jie ,passed I3err*y #itogan»g p'lhoo. yifhon

oroao^ng Georg3 B.^eyrymanrja p^ituro, noar tho Bald.

Hi l l s , southoaBt of the Gounfry.Jff'arm, he* had to •

pasa aevdral thousarfd head o.C Te»iaB*.'<Jattle which
.wero.'gathered thoro, some of them.drinking from

the lakea called* *m+*r* t-pn*"^ wh 1 ̂ h" oaor^e Perrymaxii

had made for hip cat t le* Clarence t-rie.d to slip,, % ..

past the ca t t l e uhoTflaefcvsd, b&t-qpe atoer sawfixim ""

and bellowed, which* aroused £he whole, herd"»' and; they
„ _ , _ ^ _ _ ; _ _ '-°- : \ i - .'•.'" -'-^"t•'.
started after him". He'rancor aomoT tjreee aBolit" oho

quarter of a mile away, waving his c'oat at thf e
/
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This did not frighten ;them-at a l l , so he finalJtj

threw his .coat at',; them, and made one f inal dash for

. the' nearest t ree and,-climbed"it just in time. The

cattle-bellowed around the. tree, for an hour, but a t

las t they went to grazing, and when/they had seeming-

: iy forgotjben him, he,got down and by t ravel ing down

the ijreek a long'wayj succeeded in escaping, but

lef t ttis coat behind. • / . . " . . •

When Clirencs.^interr inger and his father were

selling, pianos, organs, and sewing-machines, .they worked,

for about a week,around Vinita* . ..Going by Oatoosa,
*^J \ ~ .- - . •' . • •

they~3T6ani6d^ that»~a"inanT-by—the—name/of-^Frost had been-

kiljled .and^t,her8 cut ,up... X few miautes-after/they. '•^'"i

'Tfad:
\ crosses;-Mingo*Creek,^a white man stopped, and told'

them to guard their .teams closely, as the killers
~ " . . . • , ' . ^

were on-t.he lookout for horses" with which to get

•r

>'
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'After the. white man had gone, a-negro came

walking down the railroad track, and over to the

Wiiitarringers 4 t h his revolver in his hand and asked

.the way to Frost•a place. When Clarence said they

didn't know, he called him a d—- l iar! ' AD.out

that "time, Clarence's father got his shotgun and

told the negro to - h i t the road," which he did.

• This negro* was a United States officer, they

next day, and upon reaching a section house he secured

. help,.and when the negro and the section hands

reached Dawson, they got horses, and a l l that night.,

a CheroWe government policeman, searched th<e

Osage Hgls for the"JrintaawMngori, who hf»<! ^ ^ n , . . ^

camp and gone home.. Some, time la ter , Clarence~was

. tel l ing Biil Burgess abSt the negro^coming into

their camp, and Bill said he sure wished he had known

i t , - w it. would have saved him from riding a l l night.

fhea/the Locapoka Indians held a festival and

stomp, dance, Clarence had a c61d lemonade stand, in
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";.; . *frtijit̂ '-of̂  which1^^aiiî Gjilideris and two other Indiana.

^ . whc> had bjjen drinking to.cfrmuch frtiisicey, started ahoot- ;

s"ing at;eaoh other•' Clarence w,alk,ed;/<iut and gave ,

tnem the stand..until they;wereIthrou'gh^ Late at

night one of the Ch'ilders boys an^ another. Indian

-whooped i t up again. The Guilders boy pulled out

y. a pocket knife .with a—long blade', but his wife, with

her apron wrapped Ground her handa, broke.~th* blade

in two, and Childers had only a broken blade with

which he scratched up the other Indian's face.

At one time, Ci W. Mosier, Superintendent of

~—s^^Bmon^of^he~^ing«r~Sewing-Maoiiln€LjCpn^any with

•L.

headquarters in St» Louis, came down to Tulsey Town

•:-f-*

upon ClarenaeJIlaterringer^sjBal^s, ana to
V . i ' • • ' • - , " ~ ~

- : recover spn» of the machines ae had sold, or get

•-mbney," Clarence took him to the home of Cherokee

, Bill*B s is ter , seven miles west of Talaia, at the

• bluffa near, the Caney River, and warned Mr.:Mosier to

-• be careful, as the'woman was a dangerous negro, Mr*
t

. Mosier remarked 'that he was not afraid of a negro*
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Upon their arrival, they found that she.had sold

the machine to a neighbor, and Mr..Hosier demanded ..

that she get in his buggy and go with him to get
' . m

it* She refused, and when Mr. MoaTer again demanded,

saying "You must, I won^fool with you any longer,?

she swore, aud said, "You old grey headed —-—, I

wi l l .k i l l you, if you don\t get away from here." '
• - •- , /

Then she started for the house, but Cl^ence was

between her and the house,.and pulled out his six- .

shooter, saying'^he wanted no trouble with her* * She

told him-to take the'1 grey-headed man off the placei

then* Clarence asked her if she was woman enough

-—*

not to shoot them tS*4he <$>acks as they'were leaving*

and soared that Clarence could not.drive fast enough

to suit him, and as soon as they reached Tala^la* Mr*

Mosier boarded a Train for St. J>auis, saying he

never would.come to Indian Territory'again.

Ike Rogers, a negro Deputy United States Marshal,

captured Cherokee Bill (whose real name was Crawford
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Goldsby) in rather an underhanded manner* Chero-

kee Bil l was going with Rogers' s is ter , and geve money

^o ike. Rogers, but nevertheless, RogeS waited unti l he

ha/ a goo/chance and hit Cherokee Bill over the heat

"with a piece of stove wood, and while he lay^ense- ;

less, hand-cuffed him, and took hi* prisoner". When

Ike.Rogers went to. the JFreedman payment at Hayden, r

t e a r Chelsea, Indian Territdfty he "met Clarence

Goldsby, the half-brother of Crawford Goldsby -fchero-

kee Bi l l ) , who ''had "toW him never to set his foot

in tfort Gibson or he would k i l l him. But Roger* did
. ^ a i I '2

^gTtoTForTGibson, and^Clar^oe Goldsby, who was ^

biackiTig » W a t the "store, he^rd the train' whi«*le,

stepped from the t ra in, Goldsby,shot hto dead, then

ricrawled under the.train, escaped, and rifever was

captured

Ndncy Silk was W name of a Cherokee g\r l with

whom Clarence ffinterringer used to keep company
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At one time they attended an a l l nigftbjdance which

was heldVear Claremore. toward morning, when

Clarence .and N»oy were* going to dance, a fellow

* named "Frog" Davis came up and said he was going to

. .dance with Nanoy- Olarenoe told him, -No-, where-

upon "Frog" jerked out hia pistol . Clarence knocked

" " i t down, and it went "off in the sole of 0lere»ee*s

shoe^ Then Clarence\took .the revolver,' and whfe: -

Davis begging for i / . they walked outside where

Clarence gave i t back >to him after Davis had promised

to be good. No sooner did Davis have the gu*. than

he backed off into the woods, shooting at the house

and l ights . Some time afterward, Davis went injo

and k i l l e l ^ e r i f r Saundero, but °ffiwa°E n o t

long before he was capturedi convicted, and';hungf

under the Cherokee laws. ,- - - .

:»


