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FRANK WOFFORD, Informent - ~ ‘ . Jas. S. Buchanan - -
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I was born March 15th, 1867 on my.father's old Indian claim on the

benk of the Grand River near Pt. Gibgon. My parenta weres ‘both Cherokee. -

~

Farmirg and stock raising was our only pursuit.,” After the death of my .
f_gisher in 1872 the family remained on the old place for many yesrs and I
. . ol ‘

livpci in this vieinity all my past life. This is my native countryﬁ and my

home and I love the hills and the prairie, but it was a much more desirable
S ' ' AT ~ )
country in the earlier days of my life then it is at the present time. Back

- Ll

in years gone by it was not such a problem for a man to make a living’and

gupport a family as it is in later years. In those days we had unlimited

~

range for ur stock, unclaimed prairie land from which t> cut our hay for !
Py .

winter feed ‘ror' cattle, 'Plenty of game of all kind, deer, turkey, prairie

chicken and wild pegeon. I have seen prairie chicken and ‘'wild pereon so

[

nlentiful in this céountry that people now wou_ld not believe me if I tried to

describe their abundance in those days.

The first public work I remember in this ,co{mtry which offered the set-

/

tlers a chance to esrn money other than through ferming, traping and huntinz

vas when the Katy railroad was building in the year of 1871. Evers‘r‘ qettier
in this countryvthat had timbe:: on his claim was. hewmg 'cross ‘ties and haul-
ing them out. to the right-of-way where the. construction gangs could get them

1n the' building of the roadr, and the money receiveé for this work was a gren

benerit to the aettlera.

.
— -~

~ The only principn’l road through this ‘part of the territory that I ﬁrst

-—

remember wn the old Texaa ‘l‘rail. Its ;reneral dtrec#ion, north and south ana
LA -

over which the cattlemen of Toxas would drive their cattle north to market

before the railroads were built. Marks of the old trail cen yet be seen where

E“‘ passad through just east of Okay and ph a'little east of south rer & distanct
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about three milea trom Okay where « road brandhed off that led tg Pt. Gibson '
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gnd then the main Arail dh to “Poxas bore & Little west of south paaaing‘n

+

littlo east of where~Muakogae now stands, The road that branched off to

Pt éibaon orgssed the Grend River at the French ferry and connected with

the old Military road south frof Ft. Gibson, The Texas trail crossed the

~ ~
Arkansas river just above the mouth of Grand r1Ver At the Nevina ferry,

ovned and operateg/ﬁy Mose Nevins until his death and then it was opsrated

by Mrs. Nevins with hired help for eeveral yeare.

$

I remember when the soldiers were stationed at T4, Gibsnn and the
7

incident that linaers most vividly in ay memofy was how the Indians managed

to get wirisky tgom the sgldiers. At that time of course there were no whiskey
permitted in the Indian térritory and it was & very dangerous thing fo;}an§- ‘
cone to take the chande of bringing whiskey into the terribory and ssll to the
Imdians. But there was whiskey legally aold within the barraéks to and for

use of the soldiers only, but some of the soldiers were gdod fellows and

they would buy whiskey in the barracks gnd Blip 1t out and meqt us'out in the
brush and we would pay tﬁ;m a good price for it and they}mould drfdk_an@ visit
with us ané‘we would all have.a good time:

J

I can remember when there ‘was hundreds of acres of the river bottomland

in the vicinity of Ft. Gibson d¢overed with canebrakes. I recall an old road

through the low land northeast dﬁ Ft. Gibson and that we traveled going be- o

r

treen whereq we lived and Kt, Gibson that the came was so tall and of such a
dense growth that it would be imnossible for a men on fo t to get‘off the road-

w8y through the cane. The canebrakes gfforded wonderful winter range for stock

T —

as neople could drive a herd of cattle into those brakes in the fall and they
. out
would stay all. winter and ‘come ant in the spring fat and in good shape, aa the

grunxbladea on the switch cane was ~good feed for thekstook all winter, The

brakes also afforded a wonderrul refuge for all kind of game, but now there ia

.10 gan in thts _pars of the co\mtry, 111:9 mnny othgr thm“ thq Inu .”_u” to
ﬁw -gone orev Poreverss i = i NN _




